
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 258 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL  7.30 pm
MONDAY 19th MARCH 2018

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present - James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Sally Moore [SM], Bea Wallace [BW]. 

HC Members Present – Cllr Davidson [MD]

Members of Public Present – 1 member of the public.

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from D Henderson, I McQueer, Cllr Caddick, Cllr Knox, Cllr 
Jarvie, Cllr Gowans.  

2. Approval of Minute of 19th February 2018
No corrections were noted.
The Minutes were proposed by BW and seconded by IH. 

3. Declaration of Interests
IH reminded the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not partake in 
any discussions involving the Fund.

4. Matters arising from Minute

Item 4 and Item 9 under 4 from February Minute: It is unclear what SSE’s arrangements 
are with HC and JM has had no reply to his emails or telephone calls.
Items 2 and 4 from February minute – it is unclear if anything has been done about the 
Dalroy passing place. MD has had no response to her correspondence as yet.
Item 6 from February minute – there was some confusion about insurance costs for SNCC. 
BW and MD clarified that HC will pay for SNCC’s insurance on SNCC’s behalf and the 
sum due will be deducted from SNCC’s grant. It was noted that SNCC is insured as long as
HC pays the premium.
Item 7- HC planning has been notified about the lack of consultation and HC has 
responded to say that this point will be noted with the developers.
Item 7b - MD has written to the company regarding Aberarder wind farm but has not had a
response yet. JM thanked MD for her action.
Item 9 - PC has not yet heard back from S Tilbury but it was agreed that SNCC would set a
limit for future expenditure so that if costs fell below this amount they could be approved 
automatically without the need to being them to an SNCC meeting. The limit will be set 
once feedback has been received from S Tilbury about the costs of renewal.
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Item 13 - JM has not yet been in touch with I McQueer but will do so before the next 
meeting. Action JM 
The short notice for some consultations had been raised by MD with  Carron McDiarmid at
HC and  Carron McDiarmid advised that good practice is normally 12 weeks.  She will 
raise this when the timing of the next round of consultations is being discussed.  
PC has brought the website up to date with historical final version of SNCC minutes from 
2012 onwards although some gaps remain pre 2015.
Item 18 – It was agreed to place an advert in the next newsletter asking for expressions of 
interest in becoming a  SNCC  co-opted member.
Item 19a) Cllr Jarvie was not in attendance to provide an update but it was noted that 
during recent bad weather ROCK vehicles had been seen using the A9.
Item 9b) The complainant had been informed of the outcome.
Item 19c) JMC and PC attended the liaison group which had been held jointly with 
Strathdearn CC and was a positive meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for May 2018. 
It is important for SNCC to have input to these meetings because of the community 
benefits they bring.
Item 19d) JM has spoken with W Forbes who enquired about whether he has the support of
SNCC. It was agreed that he has SNCC’s full backing.

5. Community Policing Report and local issues

PC McGibbon was not in attendance and there was no report. JM will raise this with Police
Scotland.             Action JM

6. Financial Report
a) Current funds remain £3545.17.  The Ray Collier Fund monies for the memorial bench 
are in addition to this sum, and further cash donations are anticipated.
b) The grant from HC is £571.07 from which the sum of £86 would be deducted to cover 
insurance costs paid by HC on behalf of SNCC.
BW noted that SNCC’s annual accounts are currently prepared at no cost to SNCC and she 
will make contact with the accountant to establish if he is content to continue on the same 
basis going forward.

7. Planning Application and updates 

(a) Report from IH on applications 
IH spoke to his report listing 3 new planning applications (erection of house at Flichity – 
renewal; erection of telecommunications tower at Dunmaglass; and ground-stabilising 
works at Lairgandour) and 2 updates, both of which have been agreed.  
It was noted that the telecommunications work at Dunmaglass would hopefully improve 
reception. It was also noted that the engineering work proposed at Lairgandour was to 
restore the access road following a land slip in made ground. 
(b) Aberarder WF negotiation
This was covered under Matters Arising.

8 Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
JM, PC and one member of the community attended the liaison group meeting on 22 
February 2018. JM has requested an electronic copy of the meeting report which will be 
circulated when received. The next meeting is on 9th May at the MSVE site office at Milton
of Farr.
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A concern was raised that work may be taking place on a Sunday which would cause upset 
to the land owner. PC will make clear that Sunday working must be discussed with the 
owner and will let MD know if there is no progress.    Action PC

9 Ray Collier Memorial

A supplier has been selected. Mrs Collier will be consulted about the design of the bench 
and the wording of the plaque.

10. Report of Inverness Area Community Council Forum
PC and JM attended the meeting held on 6th March at which there was a presentation about 
community partnerships. MD advised that there was a focus currently on adult service and 
mental health with Merkinch and Hilton being 2 key areas. It is important that community 
councils are aware of plans and have an opportunity to feed in. There was also a meeting 
on 7th March which neither JM nor PC had been able to attend.

11. Report of meeting about high-speed broadband for Strathnairn

D Read and S Tilbury are leading on this for the community D Read had been unable to 
attend the meeting but S Tilbury attended and had reported back that there are now 2 
possible contenders: Cromarty Firth and Scotnet. SNCC wish to record their support and 
gratitude to D Read and S Tilbury for all their efforts on behalf of the community.    

12. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)

a) – The next meeting of the Inverness Community Partnership Wed. 7th March – this has 
now taken place but no report has as yet been issued.

b) – Highland & Moray Local Fisheries Action Group - Recent Funding Approvals. No 
action required by SNCC.

c) – Feedback from Council Leader regarding late notice. HC will be starting to look at 
revising the current Scheme from May. This was covered under Matters Arising.

d) – Agenda for CC Forum on 6 March. This was covered under Matters Arising.
e) – Grass Cutting for 2018. Notification has been received about grass cutting plan to 

include fortnightly cutting of low amenity places; identification of efficiency savings 
including sites to be cut; reviewing the frequency of cutting to allow the growth of 
wildflower and naturalised grass areas; and changing amenity levels of grass.

f) –  Annual Grant to SNCC. This was covered under Agenda item 6: Financial Report.
g) – Road show about Aliss (A Local Information System for Scotland) on 13 March; link 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/aliss-roadshow-inverness-tickets-43473644842?
aff=eac2
JM attended this but felt it may be more appropriate to Care in Strathnairn. Slides 
will be issued from the presentation in due course.

h) – Intimation from the Inverness Snowsports Centre Association that they are no longer 
pursuing the idea of a sports snow centre at Daviot.

j) – Highland Senior Citizens Network Spring Newsletter
k) – 90 day consultation on the future of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. Link –  

<http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/transformation/public-consultation.aspx> .  Closing 
date 14 May. The consultation focus on proposals to widen the role of the SFRS to 
include, for example, checking homes for fire safety. MD encouraged SNCC to put 
its views forward.
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17. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) –  K-T Liaison Group – Date of next meeting - Wednesday 9th May 2018
b) – Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm Construction Liaison Group Meeting 15th March 2018 – 

has taken place.
c) – Highland Senior Citizens Network 2018 Annual Conference – Wednesday 25th April, 

Lochardil House Hotel, Stratherrick Road, Inverness IV2 4LK. Theme: Making 
Better Connections. Volunteers required to attend this event.

d) – SSE Workshop: Managing Funds from Wind Farms, 17 April 7-9pm, venue TBC. JM 
and PC will attend from SNCC and IH from SCBF. SM will attend if other 
commitments permit.

e) – Future meetings of Inverness Community Partnership.  Link –
http://www.highlandcpp.org.uk/inverness-community-partnership.html
If anyone is interested please note the dates.
13 June 7-9pm Merkinch (venue TBC)
26 September 2-4pm TBC
12 December 7-9pm TBC

18. Questions from members of the Public.

There were no questions from the public.

19. AOCB

a) A letter had been received from Colin Ross about the closure of the B851 at Farr school 
for resurfacing, from 3-4 April between 9am and 3pm. The variable signs will be updated 
to this effect once the roadworks on the Errogie - Whitebridge road are completed.
b) JM advised that no meetings have as yet taken place with regards to Aberarder wind 
farm, although IH has made a number of attempts to make contact with the company. MD 
has also written to them. 
c) A discussion took place about concerns raised by residents regarding potholes on the 
Craggie to Dalroy road. MD advised that there are some funds available for road repairs 
and that potholes should be reported on the HC website or via the general HC telephone 
number - 01349 886606.

21. Date of the next CC Meeting [259] – Monday 16th April 2018
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before its meeting.  To be certain
that an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before our meeting is
due to take place.

There is a mailing list for the issue of the Meeting agenda and minutes.  If you would like to receive a
copy  of  the  meeting  agenda  and  minutes  as  they  are  issued  you  should  contact  the
secretary@strathnairncc.com.

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
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