
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 18TH JUNE 2018

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Sally Moore [SM], Douglas Henderson [DH], Bea Wallace [BW], Isobel 
McQueer [IM]. 

HC Members Present – Cllr Jarvie [AJ]
Members of Public Present – PC McLean + 1 member of the public.

Minutes  –  GH
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Knox, Cllr Caddick and Cllr Gowans.  
2. Approval of Minute 19th June 2017 

Proposed: IH
Seconded: BW

3. Matters arising from Minute
There were no matters arising.

4. Receive and Consider the Chairperson’s Report
Report appended. It was noted that it remains unclear who is built the footbridge at Daviot.

5. Receive and approve the Financial Statement
BW reported that current there are unreserved funds of £3420.18. 
The grant from Highland Council was £1,114.50.
The Ray Collier memorial fund was £730. 
It was noted that the main expenditure had been the cost of the minute secretary at £726.79
and the community survey for the parking at the shop distributed via the newsletter at 
£520.30. 
It was further noted that unused monies had been returned to the Community Benefit Fund 
after the community plan group had completed its term of work.
Thanks were expressed to Stuart Paterson for his thorough work on the accounts which 
were signed off at the meeting.

6. Appointment of Office Bearers
All office bearers stood down and Cllr Jarvie assumed the chair.
Having been re-elected JM resumed the chair.
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Office            Community Councillor    Proposed by    Seconded by
Chairperson   James Murray                     IM                    IH
Secretary        Peter Christie                     JM                    BW
Treasurer        Bea Wallace                       JM                    SM
 Planning and other groups
It was noted that IH will continue in his planning role. 

7. Date and venue of the next Annual General Meeting
Monday 17 June 2019 at Farr Community Hall.

The  AGM closed at  19.50 with general meeting No 261 proceeding directly thereafter
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Chair’s Report for 2018 AGM

This last year has seen some major changes in Strathnairn with varying implications.

Aberarder Windfarm. Despite repeated attempts to arrange a meeting with RES, the company 
who are responsible for this windfarm, they have made no attempt to agree to a meeting with 
representatives from the Community Council. Every approach is met with a delay. Construction 
has not yet started but before it does it is imperative that RES do meet with the Community 
Council representatives.

Parking Tomfat Woods. The owner of Tomfat Wood is not prepared to change the line of the 
fence to allow cars to park without obstructing traffic. Bollards have been inserted to discourage 
car parking with some success but inevitably walkers now park their cars on verges elsewhere.

Daviot Footbridge.  It was noted that Daviot Footbridge was no longer safe and thus East and 
West Daviot could become even more divided. It is used for children going from East Daviot to 
school in West Daviot. As the path is a Right of Way Highland Council Footpath Officer is 
dealing with the access and maintenance issues. The bridge is now safe and is usable. To make 
sensible improvements to the bridge, however, the owner’s consent is required. There are two 
landowners on each bank but despite considerable effort it has not yet been possible to discover 
the owner of the bridge although it is thought that the Army did originally build the bridge. The 
future of the bridge when the A9 is totally dual carriageway from Perth to Inverness is not at the 
moment clear.  

Knocknagael to Tomatin Overhead Power Cables. SSE have arrived in Dores, Essich, 
Strathnairn and Strathdearn to re-site the Knocknagael to Tomatin pylon line and build a new 
substation in Strathdearn. A Strathnairn Liaison group has been set up which meets every second
month to bring local concerns to the notice of SSE and for SSE to keep the Strath informed of 
future developments. Two members of the Community Council and another Strathnairn resident 
are on this liaison group. SSE are assisting in community projects particularly in Farr School 
where they have drawn up plans to improve the garden and are now working with the children to
implement this plan. In March one class was taken to visit the Hydro Dam at Pitlochry. A talk 
has been given on electrical safety and energy and Scottish Woodland were asked to give a 
briefing on safety around forestry and construction works. A work party from SSE spent a 
successful day in Milton Wood removing tree guards to improve the amenity of the Riparian 
area. A further 7 passing places are being provided on the B851 between Inverarnie Shop and the
A9. One sadness has been that in May two workmen from SSE were involved in a traffic 
accident in Farr in which tragically one person was killed. The police report has not been seen as 
yet but it is thought that speed was the principal cause of the accident. No other cars were 
involved.

Traffic Calming Scheme. A presentation from HC was held for the community on the 
possibility of creating  traffic calming measures in Inverarnie and Farr. This met with strong 
approval but is now in abeyance on account of the lack of funds apart from outside Farr School 
where considerable improvements have been made. As a side issue it was proposed that there 
could be a layby near Inverarnie Shop. This would help with passing trade and provide a parking
space for lorries. There were strong views on the necessity or not of such a layby in the vicinity 
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of the Shop and if so where it should be. There was no obvious consensus and so a survey was 
held in an attempt to reach a solution. In hindsight the survey perhaps covered too wide an area 
of the Strath and did not concentrate on those residents who lived in Inverarnie near the Shop. It 
also offered too many options. The overall result was not conclusive but did lean in favour of 
having a layby near the shop on the south side of the B851. That said Highland Council still had 
greater priorities to cope with and would be unable to finance a layby. 

Communications.  Central government is driving change by moving bureaucracy onto the 
Internet. This encompasses the passage of information and consultations. Previously the CC 
might receive one or two communications from HC per month but recently a policy unit has 
been set up to receive and pass on relevant information to communities. Currently such 
communications to the Secretary of SNCC in one month can be six or more with many of them 
referenced to websites. Getting this information out to people in the Strath is an ongoing problem
and frequently the timeframe for replies has been far too short. Some of the older residents of 
Strathnairn are not on the internet so the website is not an option for them. To try to resolve this 
state of affairs it was decided extra copies of the Minutes would be left at the Shop and also 
handed out at the Over 55 Strathnairn Seniors Lunch Club as well as continuing to put them up 
on the various notice boards that have room. HC have accepted that the time allowed for replies 
has often been much too short and are now examining ways to change this.

Resignations. Unfortunately Mr Mike Fitzgerald and Mr Scott MacDonald have had to resign 
from the Community Council as they had other business commitments that required more of 
their time. Both have been valuable members of the Community Council which is extremely 
grateful for the time they have devoted to Strathnairn matters.

SCBF Proposals. In view of the report from Foundation Scotland and the recommendations 
therein, the Strathnairn Community Benefit Fund put forward four proposals to the Community 
Council. In outline these were:

l To update the Governing Documents of the Benefit Fund and present them to the 
Community Council for approval.

l The present Board Members will be allowed to extend to December 2019 AGM at the 
latest. This has since been amended to December 2018.

l With effect from December 2019 at the latest, the Strathnairn Community Council will 
cease to be the Sole Member and be replaced by Community Membership.

l That the SCBF obtains advice on the creation of a Development Trust.

These proposals were agreed.

Election of Directors to SCBF. As part of the ongoing review of the SCBF, a proposal has been 
submitted to the SNCC as the sole shareholder by the SCBF to increase the membership of the 
Benefit Fund so that anyone over 16 who lives in Strathnairn can apply to become a member. 
The second proposal dealt with the election of directors. In future the sitting directors will not 
have the right of veto and anyone over 16 can put themselves forward to be a director but 
obviously has to receive sufficient votes. In due course a formal public meeting will be held to 
seek the agreement of the community to adopt these changes.

Extension to Mid Lairgs Quarry. Dalgleish Associates Ltd gave a presentation to the 
Community Council in January 2018 over the proposed extension to Mid Lairgs quarry. It was 
explained that since 2010 the quarry was owned by Leiths Group (Scotland). A planning 
application would be put to Highland Council. The purpose of the extension is to enable the 
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quarry to continue to produce stone. The number of lorry journeys is not expected to increase.

ROCK vehicles. The practise of ROCK tractors and trailers travelling from Tomatin Distillery to
farms on the Cawdor road had started again. These vehicles are simply too large for the Daviot to
Cawdor or the Dalroy roads and cause considerable damage to the edges of the road. A Highland
Councillor has taken this up on behalf of the CC.

Broadband Meeting. A meeting was held on 1st March to inform members of the Strath where 
Mrs S Tilbury and Mr D Read were with their investigations over possible broadband providers. 
Unfortunately work commitments prevented Mr Read from attending. Mrs Tilbury gave a very  
informative presentation and said that Cromarty Firth or Scotnet were the two possible 
contenders and reports were being prepared for the community to consider.

Glenkyllachy Wind Farm Construction Liaison Group. This group has been set up by Innogy
Renewables UK Ltd with SNCC, Strathdearn Community Council and Innogen. It is to facilitate 
information flow and consultation with the local communities. The first meeting has been held 
but a second meeting is not expected until a start date has been decided for the project.

Dalroy Road Passing Place. Traffic along the Dalroy road is increasing but the extra passing 
place remains an aspiration due to lack of funds. The CC will have to rely on HC Roads to 
complete this work when funds become available as was recently done along the B861 where 
some verges have recently been widened. 

Planning Applications. We are indebted to Mr Ian Hunt who has kept the SNCC completely up 
to date with all relevant planning applications and has highlighted any points that require further 
investigation. His report arrives with unfailing regularity on the afternoon of each CC meeting 
and is an enormous help in understanding the complexities of planning applications.

SNCC Secretary. Mr Peter Christie has continued a most efficient Secretary to the Community 
Council. He is exceedingly conscientious and requires incoming mail to be recorded so that there
is a record that can be followed. Where possible he ensures that all relevant emails are 
distributed to the Community Council in a timely fashion. He has had to stand in for the Minute 
Secretary on some occasions which has added to his workload. We are without a doubt very 
fortunate to have him as the Secretary.  

Summary. With two more wind farms planned and the Knocknagael to Tomatin overhead power
cables being rerouted, the Strath could become much busier over the next two years. The 
anticipated increase in traffic has been forseen, however, and a lot of this traffic should be 
confined to the A9 and the hill routes off it. 
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