
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 264 IN FARR
COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm

MONDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2018

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Isobel McQueer [IM] Sally Moore [SM], Bea Wallace [BW].

HC Members Present – none

Members of Public Present – PC McGibbon + 1 member of the public.

Minutes GH
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from D Henderson, Cllr Gowans, Cllr Knox and Cllr Caddick. 
2. Approval of Minute 17 September 2018 

Proposed IH Seconded: IM
3. Declaration of Interests

IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in 
discussions relating to the SCBF, unless he deemed it appropriate to do so.

4. Community Policing Report
PC McGibbon spoke to her report. Of note was a 3 vehicle RTA involving minor injury on 
the B851; also a report of a possible wildlife crime involving a raptor. The SSPCA and the 
Police Wildlife Officer attended but were unable to trace the bird.

5. Matters arising from Minute
Items from previous matters:

Paragraph 2 Item 8 from the September minute – the extraordinary meeting of the 
SCBF had taken place.
Paragraph 2 Item 11m from the September minute – SNCC would not proceed with the 
offer of a talk on bowel cancer.
Item 19 from Feb minute – ROCK vehicles -Cllr Jarvie was not present to give an 
update.        Action  AJ
Item 7c from the May minute – Inverarnie Long Term Forest Plan – The tourist 
information office is being sold and information suggests it will be turned into an office 
and some industrial units. It is believed that the forest plan is awaiting the outcome of 
that sale. It was suggested  SNCC should write to the planning department asking that a 
condition of planning consent should be the continuation of the toilets for public use.   

Action IH
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Item 12 from May minute – Red Squirrel Kill on Balnafoich Road - This was raised at 
the SSE liaison meeting on 25 September but was not met with much enthusiasm. 
However, the Press and Journal has since run an article which indicates SSE support for 
the issue so SNCC can use this as leverage. PC to contact the Scottish Wildlife Trust 
and Strathdearn Community Council to ask for advice on the issue.               Action PC
It was noted the Trees for Life are looking for funding as part of a competition, for the 
reintroduction of the red squirrel in certain locations. To vote for Trees for Life follow 
this link: www.treesforlife.org.uk/voteTFL
Item 7c from the August minute – Red John –contact has been made with Red John who
will arrange to deliver literature to PC to be made available in the community hall. 
Thereafter a presentation will be given if required.                                       Action: PC
Item 13b from the August minute – restrictions on travel times for logging lorries – IH 
is still awaiting responses on this and will follow up with the logging companies.

Action: IH
Item 14 from the August minute – collection of keys for the Nairnside noticeboard –SM
has collected the keys and JM will now arrange to update the noticeboard.   Action: JM
Item 7a from the September minute – Aberarder Wind Farm planning application for 2-
year extension for mast – SNCC has lodged an objection to this. Even if the application 
is granted, SNCC has flagged up that the company has not complied with the previous 
approval.
Item 7a from the September minute – Daviot Farms – Cllr Jarvie contacted the planning
department who are pursuing with Daviot Farms.
Item 7a from the September minute – Dunlichity Graveyard – Cllr Jarvie was not 
present to give an update but it was noted that the grave stones are the responsibilities of
the families. In some case, however, there are no longer families present to tend to the 
stones and it was clarified that the question for Highland council as whether HC could 
provide training for local people in the care of grave stones with money being raised 
through SCBF.   SM will follow this up with Cllr Jarvie.                            Action: SM
Item 12b from the September minute – Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm Construction Liaison 
Group Meeting – it was noted that no meeting took place.
Item 17 from the September minute – Remembrance Sunday – SNCC will purchase a  
wreath for IM to take to the Inverness commemoration. There is a separate event on 
Saturday 10 November at 15.00 involving a procession from the Cathedral to the Old 
High Church on Church street, followed by refreshments at the Town House at 16.30. 
JM will attend with a member of the public from the area. JM will attend the service at 
Daviot on Sunday 11 November at 10.15 and will lay a wreath on behalf of SNCC.

5.. Financial Report
BW reported that current funds are £3685.25 which includes the recently received grant 
from Highland Council. It was noted that the grant is £485.07 compared to £1,114.54 last 
year. This account balance includes funds from SCBF to meet the cost of the minute 
secretary and it was agreed that when the SNCC accounts are presented for approval it 
should be made clear that SNCC funds have been boosted by SCBF without which support
it would not be possible meet the cost of the minute secretary. 
The separate Ray Collier memorial fund now stands at £140 assuming there are no further 
costs still to be met. The memorial bench cost £500 and the plaque £150. It was agreed to 
consult with Mrs Collier as to how the remaining monies might best be used.

Action: JM/PC
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7. Planning Application and updates:
a) Report from IH on applications 

IH spoke to his report, listing 6 new planning applications (demolition of ruined cottage 
and erection of 1.5 storey dwelling house at Achvraid, Flichity; garage conversion and 
erection of car port and extension at Tomintoul House, Flichity; garage conversion, 
extension to dwelling and erection of car port at Tomintoul House, Flichity; formation of 
hill tracks at Aberarder estate; amendment to include self-contained accommodation at 
Bracken Cottage, Daviot; and conversion of steading to form house and erection of 
outbuildings at Culchunaig Farmhouse, Westhill). There were no comments on these. 

There were 8 updates relating to: the erection of a building to store straw and hay at Ach 
Na Craoibhe, Achvraid, Flichity; erection of 3 bedroom dwelling with associated access, 
parking and turning for 2 vehicles and private drainage arrangements with heating 
provided by air source heat pump north of Aird Dell, Farr; erection of extensions ad 
replacement dormers at Dalvourn House, Farr; erection of a detached house and garage, 
formation of access and associated services west of Sealladh Na Gleann, Culloden Moor; 
alterations to roof, formation of dormers and balcony at Greenfields, Nairnside; erection 
of extensions to house, conversion of garage to form self-contained residential unit and 
erection of summer house at Peponi, Inverarnie; erection of house at Glenview, 
Nairnside; and change of land use to mobile holiday chalets in association with Loch Ann
Fishery at Eight Acres, Farr. It was noted that the first 6 of these had been agreed while 
the remaining two had been refused and withdrawn respectively.  

8.      Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
The liaison meeting had taken place but there was nothing of note to report. The issue 
regarding Sunday morning working had been  raised with SSE.

9. Report from Rural Transport Conference, Jury’s Inn 11 and 12 September
PC advised that the report from this conference is available at www.ruralnetwork.scot

11. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)
a) – Request from member of the public about grass cutting at Dunlichity Church grave 

yard – this was discussed earlier in the meeting.
b) – Inverness Community Council Forum – links to the report from the Commission on 

Highland Democracy – 
https://highlanddemocracy.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/commision-on-highland-
democracy-final-report-dec-17.pdf

c) –  Moray Firth Partnership - £100k investment to tackle coastal litter. Not applicable to 
SNCC.

d) –  SHE Transmission Low Carbon Team Transmission Annual Sustainability Report 
2017/18; providing it's first annual update on progress, measured against their new 
overarching Sustainability Strategy   ambitions.  There were no comments on this 
issue.

e) –  Formal review of HC Polling Districts and Places between 1 October and 10th 
December 2018. Link – http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/elections/
Closing date Monday 10 December 2018. It was agreed that the clear preference is 
form the polling station to be Farr Community Hall rather than the primary school, to
prevent childcare issues for parents of school age children.

f) – Red John Pumped Storage Hydro – s36 Application copies will be available in 
November. This was discussed earlier in the meeting.
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g) – Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks’ (SSEN) Transmission business has 
launched a public consultation seeking stakeholder views and suggestions on the way
it engages with communities during the development of its projects.  This is part of 
preparations for the next price control period, RIIO-T2,   Link https://www.ssen-
transmission.co.uk/news-views/articles/2018/9/have-your-say-on-transmission-asset-
development/ SNCC will respond to this consultation.

12. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) –  Closure of the U1096 (Dunlichity – Essich) for road improvements during the last 

week in September and running for 3 to 4 weeks. It is believed that this work has 
now concluded. 

b) – Saturday 20th October 10.30 – 12.30 in the Highland Council Chamber. Event to 
encourage more women to consider standing for political office. Link – 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exploring-your-political-pathway-inverness-tickets-
43977666384

c) – Scottish Resilience Communities Conference 30th October 2018 in Cambuslang. IM 
will attend this event and will apply for a bursary for travel.

Action: IM
16. Questions from members of the Public.

The member of the public present advised that there are a number of trees at Leys Brae 
which have been trimmed so that they are level with the road edge which presents a danger
to motorists, and they need to be trimmed closer to the fence line. PC will take this up with
Highland Council.

Action: PC
The member of the public also advised the CC that previously someone had put 
unauthorised stakes in the ground on an area of road near Tomfat woods where wood users 
often park. These had been removed, but now cut trees have been left in the same area.  
This will be brought to the attention of Highland Council.

Action: PC
17. AOCB

SNCC reviewed and made one or two amendments to its draft response to the consultation 
on the future of Community Councils, which will now be submitted to Highland Council 
and is available from PC to any interested parties.
PC reported that he had attended a public meeting about transport and roads in Stratherrick
Hall. He noted that two further wind farms are planned and although not in the Strathnairn 
area, associated traffic will be travelling on the local roads. He also advised of planned 
road improvements at the Suidhe (improvement of car parking at the viewpoint) and on the
road from Loch Tarff to the viewpoint.
There are also plans to improve the toad from Farr to Croachy, where it narrows suddenly 
past the walled section.
IM raised a concern regarding a section of the road from Inverarnie stores to Leys Brae 
which is a narrow road, made worse by postholes and drivers travelling at speed.

15. Date of the next CC Meeting [265] – Monday 19 November 2018
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be
certain that an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before
our meeting is due to take place.
Copies of this agenda and the minutes of Community Council meetings are circulated by
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email.   If  you would  like  to  receive  a  copy your  email  address  can  be  added to  the
circulation list by application to secretary@strathnairncc.com.

The meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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