
STRATHNAIRN
 COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PRESENTATION BY SSE ON DUNMAGLASS SUB
STATION IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL 7.00 pm

MONDAY 21st January 2019

DRAFT MINUTES
SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 

Hunt [IH], Dougie Henderson [DH].
Cllr Gowans [KG] arrived part way through the presentation but took no part in discussions
Members of Public Present –1 member of the public.
Present on Behalf of SSE – Lisa Marche-Grains, SSE Community Liaison Officer, Russell 
Maxwell, Project Manager, Dan Thomas, SSE Networks Environmental Advisor, Max Max 
Areamia from 3DW 
Minutes GH
SSE gave a presentation with visual representation of the planned works at and surrounding 
Dunmaglass substation. SSE had made alignment proposals which did not find favour with the 
owner so had to be reviewed, resulting in new plans which mean the relocation of the substation.
During the presentation reference was made to Aberarder Wind-farm which raised a query about 
whether the wind farm has planning approval. It was the understanding of those SSE personnel 
present that approval has been received, however IH reported that RES had only made an 
application for a further 2 years for their mast to gather more data but was not aware of any 
successful application for the wind farm itself. This point will need to be checked via the 
Highland Council Planning Department. Action: IH
It was noted that, to date, RES has not engaged with SNCC despite invitations to do so from 
SNCC, a letter from the leader of Highland Council and an obligation as part of planning 
requirements. As a result SNCC is likely to submit an objection in principle to the planning 
application.
SSE continued with their presentation, advising that the proposal will involve the use of steel 
mono poles rather than the traditional lattice pylons. These are regarded as having a lower 
environmental impact. Poles are a grey/brown colour and can rise to a height of 24-35 metres 
above ground.
The plans will be subject to a Town and Country Planning application but also a Section 37 
application. The exact height of the poles will not be finalised until the section 37 application has
been approved.
Works will require a new access road and bridge improvements for the switching station as well 
as upgrading of a track, which may require a separate planning application. It is the intention of 
SSE to submit a planning application later this year with a view to work being completed by 
August 2020.
The proposed site of the new substation is unlikely to have any visual impact from the B851.
SSE  left  the  meeting  at  7:30  to  enable  those  present  to  have  the  formal  meeting  of  the
Community Council.
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