
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 268 IN FARR
COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 18th March 2019

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Bea Wallace [BW], Sally Moore [SM] (left at 9pm), Isobel MacQueer [IM], 
Douglas Henderson [DH].

HC Members Present – Cllr Caddick [CC], Cllr MacPherson [DM]
Members of Public Present – PC McGibbon + 2 members of the public (one left part way 
through the meeting.)

Minutes GH
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Knox, Cllr Gowans, Cllr Davidson and Cllr Jarvie. 
2. Approval of Minute 19 18th February 2019 

There was a discussion about the spelling of Inverernie/Inverarnie, initiated by a member 
of the public and it was explained that the spelling of Inverernie was introduced at the 
request  of Strathnairn Heritage Association [See http://www.strathnairnheritage.org.uk], 
all comments over the name should be directed to that organisation.
Proposed IH Seconded BW

3. Declaration of Interests
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in 
discussions relating to the SCBF, unless he deemed it appropriate to do so.

4. Community Policing Report
PC McGibbon spoke to her report covering the period from 18th February to 18th March 
2019. Of note were 9 reports of hazards on the A9, 2 reports of driver behaviour on the A9 
and 3 reports about an abandoned car which was actually a break down.
PC McGibbon had had some contact with Cllr Jarvie and the CC regarding the ROCK 
vehicles and had discussed with a sergeant in the road traffic division as well as 
representatives from ROCK. It was noted that tractors only require to have a registration 
number at the back of the vehicle, not at the front. It was also noted that the ROCK 
vehicles are being driven legally in relation to use of the road and that the sign on the road 
is advisory only, not legally enforceable. The ROCK vehicles could only be stopped from 
using the road if a 7.5 tonne restriction was placed on it but this could cause difficulties for 
residents and other road users. Cllr Caddick advised that the sign could only be put up if 
the road was unsuitable for heavy use and undertook to report back on the definition of 
unsuitable, having conferred with the roads department.                                     Action: CC
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5. Matters arising from Minute
Items from previous matters:

Item 2 from the February 2019 minute – Aberarder Windfarm – this is on the agenda      
under item 7b.
Item 4 from January 2019 minute – ROCK vehicles – Covered under the Community 
Policing Report. 
Item 12 from May minute – Red Squirrel Kill on Balnafoich Road – JM had tried to 
make contact with Strathdearn CC to gain their experience about insurance and 
maintenance of the rope bridge, but so far had been unable to make contact with the 
right person. SSE had offered to help with supply and placing of poles if suitable trees 
could not be found.  PC had also tried to make contact with Highland Council but had 
not received a response to date. Cllr Macpherson offered to follow up. Action: DM
Item 7c from the August minute – Red John – Cllr Jarvie was not present to update on 
whether he had approached Highland Council to pursue a contribution from Intelligent 
Land Investments towards roads improvements.  Action: AJ
Item 13b from the August minute – restrictions on travel times for logging lorries – Cllr 
Gowans was not present to update on contact with Highland Council regarding lorries 
using verges and whether Forestry commission make a contribution to roads.
 Action: KG
Item 7a from the September minute – Dunlichity Graveyard – SM advised that a 
meeting with Highland Council was being planned for the spring in the graveyard to 
learn about care of the stones. A notice would be placed in the newsletter and the date 
would be confirmed. Action: SM
Item 6 from the October minute – Ray Collier memorial fund – the remaining monies 
have not been paid to the Highland Branch of RSPB and a letter received in response 
inviting SNCC to attend a meeting on 28th March at 7.30pm at Greyfriars Free Church 
of Scotland when the cheque will be formally presented. It was agreed one person from 
the SNCC would attend. Action: JM
Item 10 from the January 2019 minute – Use of passing places and speeding on the 
B851 – the article sourced by IM has been split into two and will feature n the 
newsletter over the next 2 newsletter editions. Action: PC
Item 7b from the February 2019 minute – blind summit at Croft Croy – this item is 
covered under the Red John suggested road improvements.
Item 7b from the February 2019 minute – burst water main – this has been rectified.
Item 10 from the February 2019 minute – possible use of a DO post – JM has spoken 
with Scott MacDonald and has put SNCC’s views across.
Item 14a from the February 2019 minute – press day related to Ray Collier – it was 
noted that this would not now take place due to the passage of time.

6. Financial Report
Funds stand at £3198.25. It was noted that the insurance had been renewed at an annual 
cost of £86 to SNCC. Previously this cost had been paid by Highland Council and 
deducted from the Annual Grant, it was unclear whether this sum would be added to the 
grant to be received in April. Cllr Caddick advised if there are any issues, contact should 
be made with Robbie Bain, Ward Manager.
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7. Planning Application and updates
a) Report from IH on applications 

IH spoke to his report, listing 4 new planning applications. The first of these related to a 
request to install and keep installed a new 132kV overhead line of approximately 5.5km 
in length supported by a steel monopole structure at no more than 24 metres high under 
s37 of the Electricity Act at land at Carn Ghriogair, Aberarder Estate. This had been 
withdrawn and replaced by a new request for a screening consultation for the installation 
of 132kV overhead line under s37 of the Electricity Act. Details of this were provided to 
the CC at the presentation by SSE ahead of the Feb. meeting.  The remaining 2 
applications were:  formation of granny annex to first floor of existing garage, upgrade 
existing access road and improvements to bell mouth onto the A9 from The Doune, 
Daviot; and erection of house and land 25M West of Tannach Farmhouse, Culloden 
Moor.
The improvements to bell mouth onto Trunk Road at The Doune attracted some 
discussion about vehicles using the gap in the central reservation for making a U turn and
the prospects of the increase space from the improvement to the bell mouth encouraging 
an increase in this illegal activity.  No action was agreed.
There was also 1 update relating to change of use of part of the old Tourist Information 
building from Use Class 4, Business to Use, Class 3, Food and Drink, formation of 
openings and roof covering a existing courtyard North Gateway (Agreed).
b) Report on Aberarder WF and Red John meetings
Aberarder Negotiations
IH contacted RES regarding negotiations which have been ongoing since September 
2017 but had received yet another holding response, advising that RES would be in touch
once they had sorted out some construction matters. IH had attempted to pursue again, 
but there had been no change in stance.
IH advised that the issues to be discussed related not only to construction but also to 
community benefits. It was noted that RES are not obliged to provide a community 
benefit but it is accepted good practice. Highland Council could possibly try to influence 
the situation but only once a key point had been reached as it could not form part of the 
planning process.
It was noted that at this point the only negotiators on the SNCC were IH and IM however
it would be a conflict for them to carry out the negotiations due to their involvement on 
the Benefits Committee. It is important that in this matter SNCC operates as two groups –
one to negotiate and one to discuss the benefits. Action JM
Red John Traffic Mitigation
PC and IH had attended a meeting with Colin Ross and other CCs at Highland Council 
on 20 February and the following points will betaken forward by HC.
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)– CTMP to be agreed prior to start of 
construction and prior to start of road mitigation works. Robust arrangements to be put in 
place in agreement with Highland Council in consultation with all affected Community 
Councils (Holm, Dores & Essich, Strathnairn and Stratherrick & Foyers). Routing 
arrangements including the use of one-way routing/circular routing to be discussed and 
agreed for all associated traffic, direct contact with developer and principal contractor to 
be established and maintained throughout construction work. Restricted routes to be 
adequately signed. All sub-contractors and suppliers to be compliant with the CTMP. The
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use of marked vehicles for HGV suppliers and ‘white van traffic’ to be used where 
appropriate and applicable. The use of Variable Message Signs to advise the public of 
works and traffic management arrangements to be included. Temporary reduced (30mph) 
speed restrictions to be utilised where appropriate and signed accordingly. Park & Ride 
option and mini-bus travel options for staff travel to work should be employed to reduce 
‘white van traffic’ impact. Conflicts with other traffic to be identified e.g. re-routing of 
A82 traffic due to accidents of tree felling, Forestry extraction vehicles, overlap with 
other major developments in the area. Coordination and contingency plans established for
these scenarios. Convoy of HGV traffic to be avoided. Restriction of construction 
associated traffic at School opening and closing times.

B862 Holm to Dores– gateway feature and placement of 30 restriction. Segregated 
path off-road above and behind masonry wall.
B862 Scaniport– Village Gateways
B862 Safety enhancement consideration at Aldourie Primary School.
B862 Dores Village Improvement Scheme
B862 single track above Dores – localised passing place improvements
B862 Loch Ceo Glais passing place and strengthening (overlay) improvement
B851 Whitemill Bridge to Inverarnie – passing place and visibility improvement
B851 Inverarnie and Farr Village Improvement Scheme
B851 Croachy Village Improvement Scheme
B851 Creagan (Brinmore) Bend improvement– twin track widening and realignment
of bend (ties in to Flichity Bridge replacement scheme)
B851 Calanour twin track – section of B851 approaching Calanour Junction 
(B851/B862 junction) – very poor surface and two poor bends that can be improved 
with localised realignment and overlay surfacing.
Essich Road– consider extending 30 restriction to include new housing. Good standard
of single track road required – pinch point at existing 30 could be widening although 
forming as a Gateway feature to enhance existing 30 to control speeds may be better or 
provide as a secondary gateway/narrowing if Gateway to move out with 30 extension.
Torbreck Road– either needs a restriction of traffic or upgrading if traffic is to impact 
on this route.

It was noted that it is unlikely that all items on the list would happen due to funding 
constraints. Any request for Government intervention were likely to be turned down, It 
was also noted that making the stretch from Inverernie to the A9  two way would be 
carried out when funds are available.
Red John Letter from Residents
A letter had been received from 17 signatories raising issues about the Red John 
development because according to local legend the new loch site is on the site of an old 
battlefield. The group has requested that the cultural landmarks are moved and the loch is
renamed.  All members present voted in favour of the proposal that the SNCC write in 
support of the proposals. 

8.      Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
A liaison meeting took place on 5 March 2019 and reported on progress with Glenkyllachy
Wind Farm which is scheduled to be connected to Tomatin substation in 2021, which also 
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pointed to completion of the windfarm within the same timescale. It was noted that access 
to the Wind Farm would be via the A9, not via Farr. 
Progress on the footpath/cycle way from the school to Inverernie:  HC/SSE are working on
traffic management and planning for a late April start.  The tree felling and cutting back of 
branches from Cathy’s View up to the school have been completed ahead of the nesting 
season. 
SSE are also working on a Risk Assessment over the parking at the telephone exchange.
No response had been received from the family of the subcontractor who had been killed 
regarding the offer of a site for a picnic table.
The next meeting is scheduled for 4th September 2019.

9. Red Squirrels at Balnafoich Crossroads
This was covered under Matters Arising.

10. Correspondence Received
a) – HC reminder of requirements for AGM
b) – Zurich Insurance first renewal under the new arrangements. (two communications) – 

covered under item 6.
c) – Agenda for Inverness Community Partnership meeting – Wednesday 6 March 2019
d) – Invitation to a conference on Managing Mental Health in the Workplace
Tuesday 26th March 2019, London
e)  Police Scotland are seeking the involvement of the public to shape their direction and 

delivery 2019-22.  Link : https://consult.scotland.police.uk/consultation/2019shape
PC and IH will complete this survey.

f) – Agenda Inverness Community Council Forum meeting on Tuesday 5th March 2019 at 
6.30pm in the Town House

g) – Copy of the Highland Senior Citizens Spring 2019 Newsletter,
h) – HC advising that CC must pay insurance premium directly.
g) – The Calor Rural Community Fund has returned for 2019.

Rural communities off the mains gas grid can now submit their projects for 
funding, with previous winners including playground and village hall 
refurbishments, instruments for music banks and equipment for sports 
clubs. This may be an opportunity for match funding.

h) – Further public consultation on the draft proposals for the HC scheme for Community 
Councils.  The consultation will run from 1 March  until 31 May.  Link to papers is
 https://www.highland.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/4068/highland_council
To record your opinions use – 
h  ttps://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CCReview1819   
The following points were noted during the meeting:
Boundaries  –   Most CCs are content for existing boundaries to remain.
Youth Membership (14-18)  – It is proposed that 2 additional places are made 

available on CCs for youth members but it is expected 
that this will not affect the quorum.

Electronic Ballots  – CCs are in favour if this could be made to work and the 
technology is available.

Code of Conduct  – There is strong support for this from CCs, to include sanctions, 
but it should be independent of the CCs.

Finance – This would remain unchanged.
Role of CCs – This would remain to ascertain, collate and express the views of the 

community. There was a proposal that CCs could become part of a 
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local committee, i.e. a Ward forum which would bring more than 
one CC together to discuss themes such as policing, local services, 
planning. It was agreed that this would need flexibility about the 
ward boundaries.

Decision Making – CCs are supportive of greater involvement in decision-making 
and spending.

Population Boundaries – No changes are proposed to the SNCC population 
boundary.

It was agreed to keep the review on the agenda for the April meeting and in the 
meantime, SNCC members would digest it and discuss further at the next meeting.

Action: All
PC noted that there are a growing number of items of correspondence for the CC to 
discuss, and it was agreed that the increasing workload needs to be fed back as part 
of the consultation.

It was also suggested that the email address & services for CCs should all be brought
under Highland Council.

i) –Letter from a group of residents asking for support for asking the developer of Red 
John PSH to preserve heritage sites that are important to Gaelic Scotland some of 
which will be lost under water. Dealt with under item 7b.

11. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) – K-T Liaison Group – 5th March.
b) – Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group – Sept 4th (final?)

14. Questions from members of the Public.
There were no questions.

14. AOCB
a) [Taken earlier in the meeting, after item 6 to allow SM to be present] SM advised the 
SNCC that she has been Treasurer/signatory for the Strathnairn Heritage Association for 
the past 10 years but now needs to step down. It was agreed that SM would ask any 
interested parties if they would be prepared to take on the role. Action: SM
b) The subject of the Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan was raised, which aims to
secure new homes, employment and infrastructure. it was agreed to add this to the agenda 
for the April meeting. Action: PC
c) DH raised an issue with Cllr MacPherson regarding a repair to the road near his house. 
Cllr MacPherson will report back. Action DM

15. Date of the next CC Meeting [269] – Monday 15th April 2019
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be
certain that an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before
our meeting is due to take place.
Copies of this agenda and the minutes of Community Council meetings are circulated by
email.   If  you would  like  to  receive  a  copy your  email  address  can  be  added to  the
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local committee, i.e. a Ward forum which would bring more than 
one CC together to discuss themes such as policing, local services, 
planning. It was agreed that this would need flexibility about the 
ward boundaries.

Decision Making – CCs are supportive of greater involvement in decision-making 
and spending.

Population Boundaries – No changes are proposed to the SNCC population 
boundary.

It was agreed to keep the review on the agenda for the April meeting and in the 
meantime, SNCC members would digest it and discuss further at the next meeting.

Action: All
PC noted that there are a growing number of items of correspondence for the CC to 
discuss, and it was agreed that the increasing workload needs to be fed back as part 
of the consultation.

It was also suggested that the email address & services for CCs should all be brought
under Highland Council.

i) –Letter from a group of residents asking for support for asking the developer of Red 
John PSH to preserve heritage sites that are important to Gaelic Scotland some of 
which will be lost under water. Dealt with under item 7b.

11. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) – K-T Liaison Group – 5th March.
b) – Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group – Sept 4th (final?)

14. Questions from members of the Public.
There were no questions.

14. AOCB
a) [Taken earlier in the meeting, after item 6 to allow SM to be present] SM advised the 
SNCC that she has been Treasurer/signatory for the Strathnairn Heritage Association for 
the past 10 years but now needs to step down. It was agreed that SM would ask any 
interested parties if they would be prepared to take on the role. Action: SM
b) The subject of the Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan was raised, which aims to
secure new homes, employment and infrastructure. it was agreed to add this to the agenda 
for the April meeting. Action: PC
c) DH raised an issue with Cllr MacPherson regarding a repair to the road near his house. 
Cllr MacPherson will report back. Action DM
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