
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 272 IN FARR
COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm
MONDAY 19th August 2019

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Douglas Henderson [DH], Isobel McQueer [IM]

HC Members Present – Cllr Jarvie [AJ], Councillor MacPherson [DM]
Members of Public Present – PC MCGibbon (present for items 1-4).

Minutes GH
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Knox, Cllr Davidson, Cllr Gowans and Cllr Caddick. 
2. Approval of Minute 17 June 2019 and Approval of AGM Minute of 17 June 2019 

AGM Minute agreed as a correct record   Proposed DH Seconded IM
Main Meeting Minute Proposed IM Seconded DH

3. Declaration of Interests
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in 
discussions relating to the SCBF, unless he deemed it appropriate to do so.

4. Community Policing Report
PC McGibbon spoke to her report. There were two reports of suspicious vehicles but no 
issues found; 4 fixed penalties; and no crimes to report. It was noted that there has been a 
spate of break-ins in the Stratherrick and Foyers and Strathdearn areas.
PC McGibbon advised that due to a change of role this would be her last meeting. The CC 
expressed its thanks to her for her efforts on behalf of the community. A replacement will 
be advised in due course.

5. Matters arising from Minute  
Items from previous matters:

Item 7a from the September minute – Dunlichity Graveyard – JM had spoken to Hugh 
Gardiner of Highland Council who advised that the council will do some maintenance 
work on the graveyard in the next couple of weeks, however the stones are the 
responsibility of the families.   It was noted that for some of the plots the family may no
longer be available to carry out maintenance.
Item 14b from the April 2019 minute – Rental of Farr Hall – JM had spoken to the 
Chair of the Hall Committee. The matter had been discussed at the Hall Committee 
meeting and they had conducted a comparison exercise with other community halls 
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which had established that the rental for Farr hall is comparable. JM will revert to the 
resident who raised the issue. Action: JM
Item 6 from the June 2019 minute – Finance – JM contacted the person who had still to 
cash a cheque and they will present it to the bank now.
Item 9 from the June 2019 minute – Dunlichity Church – JM had spoken to Kathleen 
Mathieson about the future of the church and possible community use. KM advised that 
there was no running water and that some of the graves go right up to the church wall 
while there are also graves inside. It was noted that the churchyard is still active and 
plots have been purchased for future use. It was felt that the church could be used by a 
local history group, as a museum or for special services.
Item 15a from the June 2019 minute – School buses – Cllr Gowans was not present to 
give an update. However, DM advised that he had met with the new MD of Stagecoach, 
David Liston, who had transferred to the role from First Group. Mr Liston had advised 
that when Stagecoach took over the routes from D&E, only13 drivers and no mechanics
had transferred, so a recruitment drive had had to be undertaken. Also, the buses were of
various makes, models and ages.  He also advised that it was his intention to have 
Inverness running properly by October. There had been a meeting with Drew Hendry in 
the Spectrum Centre with 80 people in attendance including the management of 
Stagecoach and local interested parties, at which a number of concerns were raised.
Item 15c from the June 2019 minute – Boundary Changes – this has been actioned and 
IH had provided the necessary information and this has been circulated to HC Head of 
Policy and the Highland Councillors.

6. Financial Report
Due to the absence of BW this item will be carried forward to the next meeting.  

7. Planning Application and updates
a) Report from IH on applications 

IH spoke to his report, covering July and August, and listing 8 new planning applications:
amendment of operational life from 25 to 35 years and alter the planning implementation 
period from 3 to 5 years on Land at Carn Ghriogair, Aberarder Estate; erection of 12.3m 
high Smart meter mast, equipment cabinet and fence at Dell Farm, Farr (agreed); sun 
room extension at The Glade, Daviot (agreed); installation of 132kV overhead 
transmission line between Aberarder Estate and Dunmaglass Estate to connect electricity 
grid network for Aberader Wind Farm; erection of holiday cottage on land SW of The 
Meadows, Achlaschoille, Farr; erection of house on land north of Tigh Na Coille, Daviot;
erection of garage with granny flat above and alteration and change of use of existing 
garage to fitness room at Longfield, Daviot; and formation of access on land SW of South
Gatehouse Farr. There were no comments on these.
There were 8 updates: extension, timber enclosure, siting of shipping container at North 
Gateway, Inverness (Agreed); erection of extensions to house and garage at Whiteleys, 
Culloden Moor (Agreed); display signs for Culloden Battlefield mainly free standing or 
affixed to natural stone cairns and walls at the visitor centre (Agreed); change of use to a 
secure dog walking field, installation of perimeter deer fencing, formation of hard 
standing (Refused); erection of house at Cranmore House, Nairnside (Agreed); request 
for scoping opinion, continued quarrying operations at Daviot Quarry (Agreed); erection 
of house at Creagliath Croft, New House, Daviot (Agreed); and replace and improve 
entrance signage, siting of catering trailer at visitor centre, Culloden Battlefiled (Agreed).
It was noted that a dog walking field is going to be sited at Torvean, near Dulnain House.
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IH made reference to the application for the recycling plant at Daviot Farm which had 
been agreed. IH had contacted David Moodie, Area Planning Officer, noting the CC’s 
concerns that the decision had been made without further reference to the CC. It was 
noted that prior to the decision, IH and PC had met with Roddy Dowall to outline the 
CC’s concerns and had been assured that if the CC objected this would go forward to the 
planning committee. This had not happened. The CC had also requested that if the 
application was to be approved, a weighbridge was used to monitor what was going in 
and out of the site and that traffic was monitored. David Moodie said that traffic will not 
be monitored as there are no houses affected, however there are 5 houses near the site.
It was agreed that the CC lodge two formal complaints, one to David Moodie and one to 
Stewart Fraser who is the Head of Corporate Governance at Highland Council.
b) Report on Aberarder WF
There is still no date for a further meeting. IH will make contact with RES to try to 
arrange another date and for discussion of the Benefit Fund.
c) Report on Red John PSH
The Planning Committee met in August and agreed to object to the application and go to 
a Public Local Inquiry. It was noted by the Committee that the application contained no 
plans for traffic management, abnormal loads, or an offsite car park.

8. Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
There was nothing to report.

9. Dunlichity Graveyard
Covered under Matters Arising

10. Smart Meters
There was nothing to report.

11. Scotnet Progress
Quite a few people have taken up the service. The link is: 
https://www.strathnairn.net/order-now/ Grants are available for those with a very poor 
service.

12. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)
a) – Scotland Golden Eagle Project – The CC is submitting a response. Action: PC
b) – Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan 2 - Call for (Development) Sites – an 

important issue for consideration is where the hinterland should start and stop
c) – Proposed revisions to CC boundaries – It was noted that a discussion had taken place 

at the last meeting about the proposed removal of two areas from the Strathnairn CC 
area, which would have a negative impact on householders who would lose out on 
community benefits. IH had written to Cllr Gowans but it was agreed that PC will 
write to Councillors and Alison Clark (Highland Council) with a list of CC benefits. 
JM and PC would try to establish the number of households that would be affected. 

Action: JM/PC
d) – SSE Consultation on Stakeholder Engagement Strategy 
e) – Invitation to the Resilient Communities Conference 2019 11th September at SFRS 

Cambuslang – IM will attend if her diary permits.
f) – Information about Resilient Communities Small Grant Scheme and Tesco Centenary 

Grant Opportunities. PC has circulated to Care in the Community and the Hall 
Committee.
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g) – Invitation SSEN Transmission Business Plan regional roadshow 09:00 – 12:30 on 
Wednesday 14 August 2019 - The Kingsmills Hotel, Inverness.

h) – HSCHT houses for sale - Daviot
i) – Community Council Review - phase 2 final consultation – 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/75485/item_21_review_of_the_highl
and_scheme_of_establishment_for_community_councils_2018-19_
%E2%80%93_phase_1_feedback. This will be brought forward to the next CC 
meeting so the CC can contribute to the phase 2 consultation. Action: PC
The election process for the new CC will start on 23 September.

j) – Land Reform Factsheet for Community Councils – Community Councils can obtain 
derelict property and land through a compulsory purchase order but this would need 
to be supported by a business case.

k) – HSCHT Board Of Directors Nominations: AGM is being held on 13th September in 
the Town House, Inverness.  www.hscht.co.uk

l) – THC advising that work on safety improvements south of Sockich bends about to be 
started.  The work will include locating telephone services, extending the safety 
barrier, minor widening and resurfacing – it was noted the work starts on 26th August 
2019 and will last for approximately 1-2 weeks. Work will also commence on the 
Inverarnie Village Improvement Scheme on the same date and last for 
approxiamt4ely 16 weeks, This will include provision of a new shared-use path 
connecting the path at the B851/B861 junction to the existing path at Dalvourn; and 
the traffic calming to the road over the same stretch.

13. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) – K-T Liaison Group – 4th  September.  (final?)
b) – Resilient Communities Conference 2019 11th September
c) – HSCHT being AGM 13th September at the Townhouse in Inverness.

14. Questions from members of the Public.
There were no members of the public present.

15. AOCB
a) There are planned partial closures of the A9 from 25 August until 18 September 2019 
inclusive in the stretch from Croy Road to Moy Junction. The Daviot turning will be shut. 
It will cause some access issues and delays, although the work will be carried out between 
7pm and 7am to try to minimise inconvenience.
b) Dalroy Road, off the B9154, has been reduced to a single lane because the road has 
slipped.
c) IH advised the meeting that the Benefit Fund was becoming concerned that the cost of 
printing the Newsletter was increasing. The CC is to investigate the possibility of reducing 
the size of the minute that is put in the NL by removing items that refer to events that have 
already passed. Action: PC

16. Date of the next CC Meeting [273] – Monday 16th September 2019
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be
certain that an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before
our meeting is due to take place.
Copies of this agenda and the minutes of Community Council meetings are circulated by
email.   If  you would  like  to  receive  a  copy your  email  address  can  be  added to  the
circulation list by application to secretary@strathnairncc.com.

The meeting closed at 10.05pm.
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