
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 273 IN FARR
COMMUNITY HALL 7.30 pm

MONDAY 16th September 2019

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Bea Wallace [IM], Douglas Henderson [DH] (left part way through AOCB).

HC Members Present – none
Members of Public Present – Colin Ross, Highland Council Items 1 – 4); PC Campbell 
(present for items 1-5).

Minutes GH
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Isobel McQueer, Cllr Knox, Cllr Gowans and Cllr Caddick. 
2. Approval of Minute of 19 August 2019 

Proposed DH Seconded IH
3. Declaration of Interests

IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in 
discussions relating to the SCBF but would take part in discussions about the community 
newsletter. 

4. Presentation by C Ross
Mr Ross attended the meeting to update SNCC on the improvements being made in 
Inverarnie. Work was now in week 4 but was approximately half a week behind schedule 
due to hitting poor ground, however it was still expected that it would be concluded in 
December. It was noted that the narrowing would not be done until the end of the project to
allow better movement of traffic during the road works. The traffic lights would remain in 
place during the works for safety reasons due to steps on the edge of the road and 
excavation works for drainage. In the coming week traffic would be switched to the other 
side of the road, to allow kerbing, drainage and other work to be carried out the path side.
It was noted that laybys will not be included as part of this phase of work, which would be 
restricted to the path, new carriageway and narrowings. Mr Ross advised that if any money
was left at the end of the project he would consult with SNCC about priorities for its use.
It was also noted that the safety barrier had been installed and extended by 150 metres at 
Sockich bend, with stanchions in place. Push testing would now be undertaken, then 
further investigations would take place to establish if the road could be widened at the 
worst section of the bend. Money had been set aside to carry out resurfacing and modest 
strip widening. Mr Ross would revert to the CC within the next money to advise what 
could be done.
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Mr Ross’ attention as drawn to a pothole on the section of road between Inverarnie and the 
A9. He undertook to raise this with John Taylor at Highland Council.

5. Community Policing Report
PC Campbell spoke to her report. She advised that she was attending as a stand-in and a 
replacement for PC McGibbon would be confirmed shortly. There had been one report of 
historical abuse; 8 fixed penalties and 1 disturbance. Arrests had been made in connection 
with the thefts discussed at the last meeting.
PC Campbell advised that police officers are now using mobile devices in place of 
notebooks, part of a Scotland-wide initiative rolled out initially in Tayside and now being 
widened in a phased approach. This is expected to mean that police officers can carry out 
administrative tasks outwith police buildings, helping to increase officer visibility, 
engagement and accessibility to the public. 

6. Matters arising from Minute  
Items from previous matters:

Item 14b from the April 2019 minute – Rental of Farr Hall – JM had reverted to the 
resident in question to advise that the rental cost is consistent with other community 
halls.
Item 12a from the August 2019 minute – Eagle Project – PC had replied to the 
consultation and the project team had taken on board comments about the need to 
consider parking.
Item 12c from the August 2019 minute – Boundaries – on the agenda at item 10.
Item 12i from the August 2019 minute – Community Council Review – superseded by 
the publication of Highland Scheme of Establishment for Community Councils 2018 
19.
Item 15c from the August 2019 minute – to be covered under AOCB.

7. Financial Report
Funds in the bank stand at £2,852.25. BW has applied to Highland Council for this year’s 
grant.

8. Planning Application and updates
a) Letter of Complaint to HC 

A letter of complaint had been issued and responded to. The matter would be raised at the
planning committee on 17th September. Planning permission had already been given but it
was important to learn lessons for the future. It was noted that traffic monitoring could be
introduced on the road.
b) Report from IH on applications
There were 4 new applications: change to front of building in form of windows at 
Conasg, Daviot; demolition of steading and erection of house at land south of Daltullich 
House, Daviot; application to extend the period of time of extraction at Daviot quarry; 
and erection of house at land NW of Southdown, Nairnside. There were no comments on 
these.
There was 1 update: erection of holiday cottage at land SW of The Meadows, 
Achlaschoille, Farr, which had been approved. It was noted that there is a presumption 
against development of hinterland unless the resident was an employee in the area, but 
there were occasional exceptions.
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c) Report on Aberarder WF
IH had written to RES acknowledging that while one meeting had been held, it had not 
covered the topic of community benefits. RES replied to say that a further meeting will 
be held to discuss community benefits before the end of the year.

9. Knocknagael to Tomatin Liaison Group
A meeting had taken place, which was expected to be the final one. It was noted that the 
double rows of pylons and poles would be removed by March/April 2020. Progress has 
been held up due to a software problem with Tomatin substation.

It was reported that the windfarm at Glenkyllachy is expected to be commissioned by April
2021. IH was not aware of any community benefit arising but undertook to check.

Action: IH
10. Revised Community Council Arrangements

It was noted that Culloden Battlefield would now fall under Croy and Culloden community
council, however the houses would remain under Strathnairn CC area so that residents 
could still receive community benefits.

11. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise.)
a) – HC is looking for Community Councils, community groups and voluntary 

organisations to nominate Highland Council staff for the 2019 Quality Awards 
Community Commendation Award.  The deadline is Monday 30th  September 
2019. No action

b) – Consultation about closure of telephone call box at Heatherlea Tea Rooms, Culloden 
Moor, Inverness – No comments received.

c) – Proposal from Acting Head of Policy to remove the whole of the area Culloden Battle 
Field from Strathnairn and move it to Croy and Culloden Moor. (This has been 
agreed)

d) – Further request from HSCHT for nominations for directors. IH attended a meeting 
with HSHCT and raised the issue of changing policy so that community councils 
could buy houses with a view to letting to residents.

e) – Notice of CDAS Annual Conference 2019: Community Development: Tackling 
Inequalities - Tuesday 10th September – Edinburgh [CDAS= Community 
Development Alliance Scotland]

f) – Community Rights to Buy in Inverness on 15th October 2019 at Inverness College 
UHI.  The event will give an overview of the various types of community rights to 
buy that communities can use, practical advice on how to become a compliant body 
and the application processes.  IH will attend

12. List of Events, Meetings and dates for attendance and interest.
a) –  CDAS Annual Conference 2019:  Tuesday 10th  September – Edinburgh
b) –  Community Rights to Buy in Inverness on 15th October 2019 at Inverness College
c) – Community Council Elections Post out of ballot papers, where election is contested – 

Tuesday 29 October 
d) – CC Election Day – Wed. 20th November
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a) A letter had been received from the newsletter editor advising that it would not be 



possible to continue producing the newsletter because insufficient funding was being 
provided by the benefit fund to cover the current cost of printing and distribution. IH 
advised the meeting that the Benefit committee had been unaware at the time that it made 
its decision that the current printer and distributor would no longer be providing this 
service. And that in light of this change the newsletter committee could submit fresh 
proposals to the benefits committee but needed to take cognisance of the need to reduce 
costs. 
The benefit committee at its meeting with the Editorial Board had concerns about rising 
costs and value for money and had made suggestions about how costs could be reduced, 
for example by increasing revenue from advertising.
It was noted that the newsletter could be issued as a downloadable document with a 
number of printed copies made available from key points within the area, such as the shop. 
To reduce printing and distribution costs. It was agreed that PC and JM would meet with 
the Newsletter committee to discuss options but in the meantime, the October edition could
be printed as normal.                                                                                   Action JM, PC
b) It was noted that after representations from SNCC the Royal Mail will be installing a 
Post Office Collection Box in Daviot East near the caravan park within the next 2 months.
c) After the last meeting the minutes had been reduced for newsletter use. It was agreed 
that this practice would not be put into effect until the new CC was in place.

15. Date of the next CC Meeting [274] – Monday 21st October 2019
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be
certain that an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before
our meeting is due to take place.
Copies of this agenda and the minutes of Community Council meetings are circulated by
email.   If  you would  like  to  receive  a  copy your  email  address  can  be  added to  the
circulation list by application to secretary@strathnairncc.com.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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