
STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 275 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL  7.30 pm
MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2019

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Isobel McQueer [IM].

HC Members Present – Cllr Caddick [CC], David Mudie Area Planning Manager [DM]
(for Items 1-5 only)

Members of Public Present – 15 members of the public present + 1 other at 8:00 pm
Minutes GH
JM welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that it was the last meeting of the 
current community council which would go into abeyance on 3rd December 2019.  He 
noted that at present only 1 or possibly two of the current community council were 
standing for re-election.
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Bea Wallace, Douglas Henderson, Cllr Knox, Cllr 
Davidson. 

2. Approval of Minute of 21st October 2019 
Proposed IM Seconded IH

3. Declaration of Interests
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in 
discussions relating to the SCBF unless he deemed it pertinent to do so. 

4. Community Policing Report
There was no representative from Police Scotland present and no report.  

5. David Mudie, Area Planning Manager South
JM welcomed DM to the meeting to discuss planning matters relating to the internal 
recycling facility at Lairgandour, Daviot. It was noted that there was a history to this 
planning application and that the CC had been opposed to it. Originally it had been stated 
that the land and farm building were to be used for agriculture, but this was not the case. 
Activities carried out on site are now of a more commercial and industrial nature, with the 
rest of the estate used for inactive farming, and forestry activity with the remainder rented 
out for farming. HC are aware of activities that may not have planning permission and had 
been seeking to regularise the position. Currently, waste material can be recycled under a 
licence from SEPA. However, investigations had been undertaken and the site owners have
been told to cease recycling activities. There are plans to turn the site into a leisure 
development and the owner wishes to be as consultative as possible over this.

STRATHNAIRN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

GENERAL MEETING NUMBER 275 IN FARR COMMUNITY HALL  7.30 pm
MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2019

DRAFT MINUTES

SNCC Members Present – James Murray (Chair) [JM], Peter Christie (Hon. Sec) [PC], Ian 
Hunt [IH], Isobel McQueer [IM].

HC Members Present – Cllr Caddick [CC], David Mudie Area Planning Manager [DM]
(for Items 1-5 only)

Members of Public Present – 15 members of the public present + 1 other at 8:00 pm
Minutes GH
JM welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that it was the last meeting of the 
current community council which would go into abeyance on 3rd December 2019.  He 
noted that at present only 1 or possibly two of the current community council were 
standing for re-election.
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Bea Wallace, Douglas Henderson, Cllr Knox, Cllr 
Davidson. 

2. Approval of Minute of 21st October 2019 
Proposed IM Seconded IH

3. Declaration of Interests
IH advised the CC that as Chair of the Community Benefit Fund he would not take part in 
discussions relating to the SCBF unless he deemed it pertinent to do so. 

4. Community Policing Report
There was no representative from Police Scotland present and no report.  

5. David Mudie, Area Planning Manager South
JM welcomed DM to the meeting to discuss planning matters relating to the internal 
recycling facility at Lairgandour, Daviot. It was noted that there was a history to this 
planning application and that the CC had been opposed to it. Originally it had been stated 
that the land and farm building were to be used for agriculture, but this was not the case. 
Activities carried out on site are now of a more commercial and industrial nature, with the 
rest of the estate used for inactive farming, and forestry activity with the remainder rented 
out for farming. HC are aware of activities that may not have planning permission and had 
been seeking to regularise the position. Currently, waste material can be recycled under a 
licence from SEPA. However, investigations had been undertaken and the site owners have
been told to cease recycling activities. There are plans to turn the site into a leisure 
development and the owner wishes to be as consultative as possible over this.



The CC noted that there was a temporary recycling permission in place which came to an 
end and an extension was resisted by the CC and supported by HC. A fresh application had
then been submitted which was the subject of discussions at this meeting. The activities 
now under investigation had been reported by the CC to HC but not acted on.
DM advised that the matters raised by the CC had been included in the report for the 
planning committee but there were issues about what could and couldn’t be considered and
what measures could be deemed reasonable. A weighbridge was deemed too costly for 
example.
IH advised that a meeting had taken place with the planning team and the CC had been 
advised that if there was any progression of the application the CC would be advised but 
had not been and therefore could not notify the relevant councillors to make 
representations. IH was aware of the notifications process but found it laborious and not 
helpful.
DM advised that it is not normal practice for the planning department to notify CC’s 
directly of change to the status of planning applications and apologised that this promise 
had been made and not followed up on.
It was noted that much of the activity that is not permitted is carried out at night or 
weekends. DM advised that there are specific hours of operation and any information 
which may affect the outcome of investigations should be passed  to the planning 
department.
JM opened the floor to member so the public. DM was asked why HC has taken the 
approach of regularising the position and had not used the situation as leverage? DM 
advised that the situation is not so simple and doing something with planning permission is
not a criminal offence. Planning departments have a code to follow which does not allow 
them to take the history of sites into account and they have to take a proportionate 
approach.
DM left the meeting at 8pm

6. Matters arising from Minute  
Items from previous matters:

Item 9 from the September 2019 minute – Glenkyllachy Windfarm – A meeting was due
to take place on 20 November but has been postponed until January 2020, date to be 
confirmed.
Item 8h from the October 2019 minute – traffic calming measures - it was noted that 
Farr Primary School is in favour of the vehicle activated sign and any other measure 
designed to slow traffic down.
Item 10 – proposed size limitation on trailers accessing the Inverness recycling facility –
PC will contact Cllr Jarvie to obtain an update and the item will be carried forward to 
the next meeting. Action PC
Item 11a – attendance at Benefits Committee meetings – IH reported that the Benefits 
Committee felt it unnecessary to record who was present/absent as this did not affect 
decisions taken. JM stated that he felt that the community was entitled to know who 
attended meetings and it was noted that there are concerns that decisions are made in 
camera on the spending of public money, although as a company with directors the 
Benefits Committee is free to hold private meetings. IH reminded the meeting that it is 
now open to residents to become members of the Benefits Fund and as such can attend 
the AGM on 5th December and propose changes to the constitution if they so wish.
Item 11b  wreath for remembrance Sunday – complete.
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7. Financial Report
The Treasurer was not present so this item will be carried forward.

8. Planning Application and updates
a) Report from IH on applications

There were 3 new applications: erection of garage to house the community bus on land at
Farr Hall; erection of house at Riverside Lodge, Faillie Bride, Daviot; and erection of 
replacement house and use of Spring Cottage as ancillary accommodation. There were no
comments on these.
There were 2 updates both of which had been agreed: demolition of steading and erection
of house on land south of Daltullich House, Daviot; and erection of garage with granny 
flat above, alteration and change of use of existing garage to fitness room at Longfield, 
Daviot.
b) Report on Aberarder WF
There was no progress to report. IH had written to RES the previous week who had 
replied to say the matter is in hand but no meeting date has been agreed. 

9. The future for Negotiations with Wind Farm Developers
It was noted that in community benefit negotiations, it is the role of the CC to negotiate 
the value of the benefit and the role of the Benefits Committee to agree how the benefits 
can be applied. With the CC going into abeyance, a questions remains about who will 
undertake the initial phase of negotiations. The current office bears remain trustees of the 
CC until a new one can be formed, so potentially could carry out this role. It may also be 
possible to appoint a specialist to carry out the role in place of the CC, or it may be an 
option for the Benefits Committee to be empowered to commence phase 1 of negotiations.
It was agreed to seek advice from Robbie Bain, Ward Manager. Action JM

10. Proposal to seek agreement from the Highland Council for a letter to be sent to all 
residents on the electoral roll advising them of the new timetable and include a letter from 
the outgoing CC regarding the importance of having a CC. This was agreed by the CC, 
including the text of the proposed letter, but the view was expressed that it should not be 
sent out until after the General Election to avoid confusion. Action PC

11. Proposal that a letter should be sent to the newsletter editor for inclusion in a future 
edition again emphasising the importance of having a CC. This was agreed. Action PC

12. Review of procedures to close the business of SNCC
It was noted that the current CC’s office bearers become trustees of the CC until a new CC
is formed. No further meetings will take place until a new CC has been elected. IH 
advised that he is content to continue preparing planning updates for the website.

13. Correspondence received. (via email unless indicated otherwise)
a) – Invitation from Virgin Media Business Team to join their VoIP service ahead of the 

closure of the legacy phone lines. No comments made.
b) – Request from Hall Committee to support the Planning Application for the 

development of Farr Hall. It was agreed to support the application, although the 
community council may be in abeyance when the application is considered.

14. Questions from members of the Public.
a) A member of the public asked why a covered walkway was required as part of the 
proposed hall alterations from the hall to the changing rooms. It was advised that the tunnel
had been part of the original plans, to mitigate against inclement weather, but had not been 
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funded. The planning application will be available on the HC site and members of the 
public can comment on it. The Benefits Committee will review if asked for funding for it.

15. AOCB
a) It was noted that there is a proposal to move the war memorial at Daviot to either the car
park beside Daviot Church or to the car park at Farr Hall due to noise and lack of visibility 
of the current site. It was noted that the proposal had been posted on the community 
Facebook page and had met with objections because some families have spread the ashes 
of a relative around the memorial. SNCC is not in favour of the move.
b) It was agreed that the CC should renew the strathanirncc,com domain name for a further
year from January 2020. Action: PC
c) SNCC has been thanked for contributing to the Highland Council Quality Awards 2019. 
It was noted that awards had been made to Jamie Sinclair (nominated by Golspie CC); 
Katrina Taylor (nominated by Garve and District CC) and Alan Johnston (nominated by 
Kilmorack CC). SNCC extended its congratulation to the award winners.
d) An update had been received from Colin Ross noting that due to unforeseen 
circumstances the roadworks at Inverarnie are 4 weeks behind schedule and will not now  
be completed  until the new year.
e) Cllr Caddick extended her thanks to the outgoing CC and noted the service given by 
each member over a period of several years.
f) A query was raised regarding the 7 tons weight limit the bridge over the river Nairn on 
the road from Croachy to Loch Ruthven which regularly floods. It was noted that the local 
farmer had been prevented from using the bridge, but other HGVs had used it, including 
the HC gritter and refuse lorry. CC undertook to establish if a Road Traffic Order was in 
place or not. Councillor Caddick would follow up on the validity of the restrictions and, if 
appropriate, the sign would be amended to state 'Advisory' so the HC was covered and it 
was down to users own risk. Action PC/ Cllr C
g) JM extended his thanks to the members of the public for their attendance and 
contributions. He thanked IM for her 8 years’ service month SNCC and her 38 years’ 
service on CCS in general. He thanked IH for his work on planning and PC for being a 
very conscientious secretary.

16. Date of the next CC Meeting [276] – To be notified when a new community council 
can be formed
The Community Council is required to issue the agenda 7 days before it’s meeting.  To be
certain that an item can be included please make sure that it is submitted ten days before
our meeting is due to take place.
Copies of this agenda and the minutes of Community Council meetings are circulated by
email.   If  you would  like  to  receive  a  copy your  email  address  can  be  added to  the
circulation list by application to secretary@strathnairncc.com.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
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