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4 Landscape and Visual 
Introduction 

4.1 This chapter assesses the landscape and visual effects of the proposed wind farm.  The 
assessment of landscape and visual effects considers effects on: 

• landscape fabric; 

• landscape character; and 

• visual amenity. 

4.2 Effects on landscape fabric occur when there is physical change to components of the 
landscape such as the landform, land use or land cover.  Effects on landscape character arise 
when there is change to the key characteristics of the landscape and its associated distinct 
and recognisable pattern of elements.  Visual effects are a subset of landscape effects and 
comprise changes in views of the landscape and the overall effects on visual amenity. 

4.3 Landscape and visual effects may have effects on cultural heritage facets of the landscape, 
specifically on the setting of Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDLs) and on listed buildings 
and Scheduled Monuments.  The landscape and visual assessment considers potential effects 
on the character and amenity of GDLs, whilst effects on other cultural heritage receptors are 
considered in Chapter 5: Cultural Heritage.  

4.4 Landscape and v isual considerations have influenced the design of the proposed wind farm 
and these are explained in this chapter, and Chapter 3: Design Evolution and Alternatives. 

Legislation and Policy Context 

National Legislation and Policy 

4.5 A desk study of the relevant national, regional and l ocal planning guidance and l andscape 
planning policy context was carried and t he findings summarised below. The individual 
policies are quoted in italics, with reference numbers from the Planning Policy 
documentation.  

Government Policy 

4.6 The Scottish Government’s planning guidance on renewable developments is set out in the 
National Planning Framework (NPF3)1 and in the Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) published in 
2014.  2 

4.7 Much of the relevant material in the SPP in regard to onshore wind farm development relates 
to the development of spatial frameworks.  Paragraph 161 of the SPP states that: 

1 The Scottish Government (2014) Ambition, Opportunity, Place – Scotlands Third National Planning Framework. 
2 The Scottish Government (June 2014) Scottish Planning Policy 

“Planning authorities should set out in the development plan a spatial framework 
identifying those areas that are likely to be most appropriate for onshore wind farms as a 
guide for developers and communities, following the approach set out below in Table 1 
(page 39 of the SPP).  Development plans should indicate the minimum scale of onshore wind 
development that their spatial framework is intended to apply to. Development plans should 
also set out the criteria that will be considered in deciding all applications for wind farms of 
different scales – including extensions and re-powering – taking account of the considerations 
set out at paragraph 169 of the SPP.” 

4.8 These criteria refer to a number of environmental factors.  Those of relevance to the LVIA 
include: 

• cumulative impacts; 

• impacts on communities and individual dwellings; 

• landscape and visual impacts, including effects on Wild Land; 

• impacts on long distance walking and cycle routes and scenic routes identified in NPF3; 
and 

• impacts on tourism and recreation. 

4.9 The categories proposed for use in spatial frameworks comprise the following: 

• Group 1 Areas: Where wind farms will not be acceptable such as in National Parks (NPs) or 
National Scenic Areas (NSAs).  

• Group 2 Areas: Areas designated/classified for their international or national heritage 
value, outwith National Parks and National Scenic Areas including: 

• National and international designations including (principally those relating to cultural 
heritage and/or ecological value);  

• Sites included in the inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes; 

• Other nationally important mapped environmental interests such as Wild Land Areas 
(WLAs); 

• Community separation for consideration of visual impact (i.e. an area not exceeding 2 km 
around cities, towns and villages identified on the local plan. 

• Group 3 Areas: Areas with potential for wind farm development, subject to detailed 
consideration against policy criteria. 

4.10 In addition to matters pertaining to spatial frameworks, the SPP provides guidance on the 
preparation of development plans.  Paragraph 196 of the SPP states that: 

“International, national and locally designated areas and sites should be identified and 
afforded the appropriate level of protection in development plans. Reasons for local 
designation should be clearly explained and their function and continuing relevance 
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considered when preparing plans. Buffer zones should not be established around areas 
designated for their natural heritage importance. Plans should set out the factors which will 
be taken into account in development management. The level of protection given to local 
designations should not be as high as that given to international or national designations.” 

4.11 The outline of the extent and r eason for local designations (Special Landscape Areas) are 
described in The Highland Council’s (THC) Assessment of Highland Special Landscape Areas3.  

4.12 In respect to non-designated sensitive landscape classifications, paragraph 200 of the SPP 
states that:  

“Wild land character is displayed in some of Scotland’s remoter upland, mountain and 
coastal areas, which are very sensitive to any form of intrusive human activity and have 
little or no capacity to accept new development. Plans should identify and safeguard the 
character of areas of wild land as identified on the 2014 SNH map of wild land areas.” 

4.13 Whilst the proposed wind farm is not located within a Wild Land Area (WLA) an assessment of 
the potential effect of the proposed wind farm on the neighbouring Monadhliath WLA was 
undertaken as requested by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH).  T his was undertaken in 
accordance with SNH’s guidance on assessing impacts on wild land4. 

4.14 Paragraph 202 of the SPP provides guidance regarding the siting and design of wind farms and 
states that: 

“The siting and design of development should take account of local landscape character.  
Development management decisions should take account of potential effects on landscape 
and the natural and water environment, including cumulative effects.  Developers should 
seek to minimise adverse impacts through careful planning and design, considering the 
services that the natural environment is providing and maximising the potential for 
enhancement.” 

4.15 Paragraph 203 of SPP goes on to state that: 

“Planning permission should be refused where the nature or scale of proposed development 
would have an unacceptable impact on the natural environment. Direct or indirect effects 
on statutorily protected sites will be an important consideration, but designation does not 
impose an automatic prohibition on development.” 

4.16 Paragraph 203 of SPP goes on to state that: 

“Planning authorities should apply the precautionary principle where the impacts of a 
proposed development on nationally or internationally significant landscape or natural 
heritage resources are uncertain but there is sound evidence indicating that significant 
irreversible damage could occur. The precautionary principle should not be used to impede 
development without justification. If there is any likelihood that significant irreversible 
damage could occur, modifications to the proposal to eliminate the risk of such damage 

3 THC/SNH (2010) Assessment of Highland Special Landscape Areas. 
4 SNH (2007) Assessing the impacts on wild land – Interim Guidance Note 

should be considered. If there is uncertainty, the potential for research, surveys or 
assessments to remove or reduce uncertainty should be considered.” 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) Guidance 

4.17 Planning authorities are required to make positive provision for renewables within their 
Development Plans guiding developers to locations where renewable energy developments 
are likely to be permitted, with regard to environmental and amenity considerations. In 
addition to any guidance provided by the local authorities, SNH has also produced Strategic 
Locational Guidance for Onshore Wind Farms in Respect of the Natural Heritage5. This 
guidance only takes account of natural heritage considerations in relation to onshore wind 
farm development and provides broad locational guidance in relation to the strategic siting of 
wind farms. 

4.18 SNH’s Strategic Locational Guidance for Onshore Wind Farms sets out SNH’s approach to 
renewable energy development. It offers a strategic view of the sensitivities of the natural 
heritage across Scotland to onshore wind farm development. The guidance identifies the 
majority of the area in the immediate vicinity of the proposed wind farm as Zone 1, which is 
described as: 

“….land with least natural heritage sensitivity and the greatest opportunity for wind farm 
development. In some parts of this zone it may be appropriate to accept changes in 
landscape character in order to meet the need for renewable energy generation.” 

Regional and Local Policy 

The Highland – Wide Local Development Plan (HLDP) 

4.19 The HLDP was adopted by THC on 5th April 2012. The Plan sets out the overarching vision, 
spatial strategy and g eneral planning policies for the Highland Council area, with the 
exception of the area covered by the Cairngorms National Park Local Plan. Landscape policy 
of relevance to the proposed wind farm site includes:  

• Policy 28 Sustainable Design, including provisions regarding residential amenity, design, 
impacts on landscape resource and designations; 

• Policy 57 Natural, Built and Cultural Heritage, including provision for nationally, regionally 
and locally important landscape and heritage resource, including Wild Land areas; 

• Policy 61 Landscape, which covers the design of new development to ensure that they 
reflect the landscape characteristics and spe cial qualities identified in the Landscape 
Character Assessment for the area in which they are proposed; and 

• Policy 67 Renewable Energy Developments, which relates to the location, siting and design 
of developments so that they will not be significantly detrimental overall, either 
individually or cumulatively with other developments. 

5 SNH (2009) Strategic Locational Guidance for Onshore Wind Farms in Respect of the Natural Heritage 
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The Highland Council – Interim-Supplementary Guidance (ISG): Onshore Wind Energy 
March 2012 

4.20 The ISG provides a spatial framework to guide the location of large wind farms (over 20MW) 
through the identification of spatial constraints across Scotland.  

4.21 Areas of Significant Protection are identified as ar eas where wind farm development is 
unlikely to be considered acceptable. The proposed wind farm is not located within such an 
area. 

4.22 The Supplementary Guidance identifies ‘Areas of Search’ within which development 
proposals are likely to be supported, subject to detailed consideration, particularly Policies 
57 and 67 of the HLDP.  The proposed wind farm is situated within one such Area of Search. 

4.23 Policy 57 of the ISG states that THC intends to adopt the Supplementary Guidance on Wild 
Areas in due course.   

4.24 The main principles of the Highland Council’s Wild Land guidance will be: 

• to provide mapping of wild areas; 

• to give advice on how best to accommodate change within wild areas whilst safeguarding 
their qualities; 

• to give advice on what an unacceptable impact is; and 

• to give guidance on how wild areas could be adversely affected by development close to 
but not within the wild area itself. 

4.25 Whilst the proposed wind farm is not located within a Wild Land Area (WLA) the study area 
contains the Monadhliath WLA approximately 5 km to the southwest of the proposed wind 
farm and could therefore be subject to significant effects on its character.  The following 
LVIA therefore incorporates an assessment of the likely effect of the proposed wind farm on 
the WLA.   

Issues Identified During Consultation 

4.26 Consultations with SNH and THC were undertaken at the scoping stage of the application in 
2013 and early 2014 to obtain confirmation and comments on the scope of the EIA and the 
methodologies to be used.  The outcome of these consultations is summarised in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1: Issues Identified During Consultations 

Consultee Issue Where/How this is addressed 

The Highland 
Council 
(Scoping 
response letter 
Ref. 
14/00639/SCOP) 
 

Section 3.32 of the letter requires 
consideration of potential landscape and 
visual impacts in the ES.  Such an 
assessment is to include an assessment of 
borrow pits and access roads. 
This paragraph also makes reference to a 
number of matters raised by SNH.  These 
are detailed separately below. 

The following LVIA addresses the 
construction and operational effects of the 
proposed wind farm and takes account of 
the potential for significant effects arising 
from construction activities/elements 
including site infrastructure and borrow pits, 
as well as operational effects. 

Consultee Issue Where/How this is addressed 

Paragraph 3.33 of the scoping response 
requests the inclusion of an assessment of 
potential effects on the Cairngorms National 
Park (NP), and the Glen Strathfarrar and 
Cairngorm Mountains National Scenic Areas 
(NSAs) with regard to their special qualities. 

Technical Appendix 4.5, which accompanies 
this chapter, includes a summary of the 
special qualities and predicted residual 
effects of the operational wind farm on 
these designated areas. 

In paragraph 3.34 THC also request the 
assessment of residual landscape and visual 
effect on the 5 Special Landscape Areas 
identified within the study area, including; 
• Loch Ness ad Duntelchaig SLA; 
• Ben Alder, Laggan and Glen Banchor 

SLA; 
• Loch Lochy and Loch Oich SLA; 
• Drynachan, Lochindorb and Dava Moors 

SLA; and 
• Sutors of Cromarty, Rosmarkie and Fort 

George SLA. 

Technical Appendix 4.5, which accompanies 
this chapter, includes a summary of the 
special qualities and predicted residual 
effects of the operational wind farm on 
these designations. 

 

Paragraph 3.35 identifies concerns raised by 
SNH regarding potential adverse effects on 
the large tracts of wild land across the 
Monadhliaths both alone and in combination 
with other wind farms.  This assessment 
should be undertaken in accordance with 
SNHs interim guidance on the assessment of 
impacts on wild land, 2007. 

Technical Appendix 4.5, which accompanies 
this chapter, includes an assessment of the 
residual effects on the wild land resource in 
the Monadhliaths.  This assessment was in 
accordance with SNH’s current guidance 
note (SNH (2007) Assessing the Impacts on 
Wild Land – Interim Guidance Note). 

Paragraph 3.36 requires that viewpoints 
used in the LVIA should be agreed in 
advance with THC and SNH. 

The viewpoints utilised in the assessment 
were selected during extended formal 
consultations with both THC and SNH. 

 

Paragraph 3.38 sets out THCs requirements 
regarding the mapping of viewpoints and 
photographic standards. 

The photography, visualisations and 
accompanying mapping is in accordance 
with the following guidance: 
• Scottish Natural Heritage  (2006) Visual 

Representation of Windfarms – Good 
Practice Guidance; 

• The Landscape Institute (2011) 
Photography and Photomontage in 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
– Advice Note 01/11; and 

• The Highland Council (2013) 
Visualisation Standards for Wind Energy 
Developments. 

Specific consultations with THC were 
undertaken in respect of the presentation of 
visualisations.  No specific recommendations 
were received with regard to the use of 
monochrome images. 

 
Paragraphs 4.1 to 4.5 (Significant Effects on 
the Environment) requests the following: 
• a description/identification of 

Section 4.3 sets out the method utilised in 
assessing the potential landscape and visual 
effects of the proposed wind farm. 
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Consultee Issue Where/How this is addressed 

significant effects on the environment, 
including direct and indirect effects, 
cumulative effects and effects of 
differing duration; 

• consideration of the magnitude, 
geographical extent, transfrontier 
nature of impacts, probability and 
duration of effects; 

• the effect on baseline data; 
• the use of a four point scale in advising 

on significant residual effects; and 
• a description of the methods adopted in 

forecasting effects on the environment. 

The LVIA considers direct and indirect 
effects, cumulative effects and effects of 
differing duration, and states whether 
effects are adverse or beneficial. 
The four point scale requested has not been 
applied throughout the assessment as it was 
considered ‘too coarse’ for detailed 
assessment work and does not use clearly 
stated definition.  However, the summary 
and conclusions, which identify the 
predicted significant effects, translates 
these key findings into THCs preferred four 
point, significant effects being summarised 
as strong negative. 

 Paragraphs 5.1 requests the inclusion of a 
description of the measures envisaged to 
prevent, reduce or offset any significant 
adverse effects on the environment. 

Section 4.6 of the LVIA provides a brief 
summary of mitigation measures that are to 
be employed in order to mitigate potential 
significant landscape and visual effects. 

Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) 
Letter to THC 
dated 18th 
March, 2014 
(Ref. 
CNS/REN/WF/A
berarder) 

In Section 1 of SNH’s response they raise 
concerns regarding the acceptability of the 
wind farm in terms of its scale and design 
and the capacity of the site and surrounding 
landscape character and visual amenity to 
accommodate this development, and state 
that the potential for significant cumulative 
effects should be a key issue to be 
addressed in the ES. 

The LVIA comprises a detailed assessment of 
the potential residual effects on a range of 
receptors, including landscape character 
types, landscape designations and 
classifications, and visual receptors in 
settlements, road and rail networks and 
recreational trails.  
The assessment considers the potential 
effects arising from the proposed wind farm 
when considered in respect of the existing 
baseline (which, for the purpose of this 
assessment includes the under construction 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm), as well as the 
potential cumulative effects arising from 
the proposed wind farm when seen in 
conjunction with all existing, consented and 
proposed wind farms within and 
immediately adjoining the study area.  

 In Section 3 of Annex A, which is appended 
to SNHs letter, SNH highlight that the 
proposed wind farm would be located in 
areas 1 and 2 of their Strategic Locational 
Guidance for wind farms (Ref. SNH (2009) 
Strategic Locational Guidance for Onshore 
Wind Farms in Respect of the Natural 
Heritage). 

The LVIA addresses this in Section 4.2, along 
with the position of the proposed wind farm 
relative to the spatial plan as set out in 
THCs Interim-Supplementary Guidance (ISG): 
Onshore Wind Energy March 2012. 
 

 In Section 5.2 SNH requested the assessment 
of cumulative effects in accordance with 
their 2012 guidance (Ref. Scottish Natural 
Heritage (2012) Assessing the Cumulative 
Impact of Onshore Wind Energy 
Developments).  SNH recommended that the 
cumulative scope should consider the 
inclusion of wind farms up to 70 km from 
the proposed wind farm and that advice 
should be sought from THC on which 

Prior to selection of cumulative 
developments schemes between 35 and 70 
km were considered for inclusion.  Those 
considered of relevance to the assessment 
of potentially significant effects are listed in 
Table 4.6, below.  This list was consulted on 
with THC in June, 2014.  
The LVIA provides comment on the 
consistency, or otherwise, of the proposed 
wind farm with Dunmaglass wind farm as 

Consultee Issue Where/How this is addressed 
schemes to include in the final assessment. 
SNH go on to state that the assessment 
should consider potential impacts arising 
from differing heights and rotor speeds of 
the proposed turbines in combination with 
the Dunmaglass, Corriegarth, Glen Kyllachy 
and Farr wind farms as well as on its own. 
SNH also requested that further detailed 
consultation be made regarding suitable 
viewpoints to address cumulative impacts.  

this is likely to be the most critical 
relationship in cumulative terms.  
Section 4.6 of the LVIA incorporates specific 
design measures intended to mitigate 
potential discrepancies and inconsistencies 
between the proposed wind farm and 
Dunmaglass. 

The 
Mountaineering 
Council of 
Scotland (MCfS) 

MCfS requested a number of alterations 
(relocated viewpoints and additional 
viewpoints) to the scoping viewpoint list. 

The scoping viewpoints were revised to take 
into account the recommendations of MCfS. 

Assessment Methodology 

Baseline Characteristics 

4.27 Initially, a description of the existing landscape and visual context was undertaken in order 
to establish a baseline against which to evaluate the effect of the proposed wind farm.  This 
comprised a desk study, field work, data processing and analysis. 

4.28 The LVIA baseline description considers physical components of the landscape (i.e. landscape 
fabric) as well as the distinctive recognisable patterns of elements that form the landscape 
character of the area and of designated landscapes.  Visual elements and receptors/receptor 
locations are also identified including settlements, transportation corridors and recreational 
trails, as well as specific landscape character types and designated areas. 

4.29 Landscape character types (LCTs) considered in the baseline and subsequent assessment are 
derived from the SNH Landscape Character Assessments (LCAs) listed in Paragraph 4.43.  

4.30 These assessments have been considered and verified on site, and for the purposes of the 
landscape and v isual impact assessment of the proposed wind farm, the findings of SNH’s 
LCA’s have been adopted as de fining the baseline landscape character.  The key 
characteristics of each landscape character type in the study area with predicted visibility of 
the proposed wind farm have been described, together with the nature of views and the 
sensitivity of each landscape to change of the nature associated with wind farm 
development. 

4.31 For the purposes of this assessment Dunmaglass Wind Farm is considered an established part 
of the baseline context as this is currently under construction and will form an important 
context for the proposed wind farm. 

Method of Assessment 

4.32 The proposed wind farm is analysed to identify the elements with the potential to cause 
effects on the landscape and/or visual amenity of the surrounding area. 
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4.33 The landscape and visual assessment has been based on guidelines provided in:  

• Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA)6; 

• Landscape Character Assessment7;  

• Techniques for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity8; 

• Siting and Designing Wind Farms in the Landscape9;  

• Assessing Impacts on Wild Land10; 

• Scottish Planning Policy11; and 

• Guidance: Cumulative Effects of Wind Farms12. 

4.34 The assessment has drawn on consultation responses from THC and S NH in respect of the 
scoping opinion and subsequent consultations in 2014. 

4.35 The LVIA also considers landscape and v isual effects on designated landscapes in the study 
area, including National Scenic Areas (NSAs) and Regional Scenic Areas (RSAs), as well as non-
designated sensitive landscapes such as Wild Land Areas (WLAs), and Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes (GDLs).  

4.36 In order to assist in evaluating the potential landscape and v isual effects arising from the 
proposed wind farm, Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTVs) were generated to identify the 
potential extent of the proposed wind farm’s visibility over the study area.  An assessment of 
the predicted visibility of the wind farm from each of the landscape character types, 
designated and sensitive non-designated landscapes in the study area has been carried out by 
analysing the ZTVs and verifying the findings during field reconnaissance.  The visibility 
assessment has concentrated on the publicly accessible areas including outdoor recreational 
areas, roads and the public footpath network. 

4.37 Mitigation measures which have been incorporated into the final design and l ayout of the 
proposed wind farm are described in the following LVIA.  Further details of the constraints 
which were identified and the design process are described in Chapter 3: Design Evolution 
and Alternatives. 

4.38 A selection of viewpoints was chosen in consultation with THC, SNH and no n-statutory 
consultees in respect of this application.  These viewpoints are considered to be 
representative of the main sensitive receptors in the study area. The viewpoints have also 
been checked against the cumulative ZTVs for existing, consented and proposed wind farms 
within the study area in order to ensure that they provide representative coverage of 

6 Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2013) Guidance for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment – Third Edition 
7 The Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (2002) Landscape Character Assessment 
8 Scottish Natural Heritage and the Countryside Agency (2002) Topic Paper 6:  Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity 
9 Scottish Natural Heritage (2014) Siting and Design of Wind Farms in the Landscape – Version 2 
10 Scottish Natural Heritage (2007) Assessing the Impacts on Wild Land – Interim Guidance Note 
11 The Scottish Government (2014) 
12 Scottish Natural Heritage (2012) Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy Developments 

potential cumulative visibility and related effects.  Viewpoint locations are described fully in 
the detailed assessment in Technical Appendix 4.5. 

4.39 Analysis of the potential effects on landscape and visual amenity arising from the proposed 
wind farm at each of these viewpoints has been carried out.  This analysis has involved the 
production of computer generated wirelines and/or photomontages to predict the 
operational views of the proposed wind farm from each of the agreed viewpoints.  The 
existing and predicted views from each of these viewpoints have been analysed to identify 
the magnitude of change and the residual effects on landscape character and visual amenity.  

4.40 Finally, an asse ssment of the significance of the residual effects has been carried out to 
determine the impact of the wind farm in this locality in relation to landscape and visual 
amenity.  The significance of a landscape or visual effect is a function of the sensitivity of 
the affected landscape or visual receptor, and the magnitude of change that would occur as 
a result of the proposed wind farm. 

4.41 The study area for the LVIA comprises a 3 5km radius area extending from the outermost 
turbines of the proposed wind farm.  T he extent of the study area was agreed following 
production of a preliminary ZTV based on an initial layout for the turbines and consultation 
with THC and SNH in 2014.   

4.42 Whilst consideration was given to cumulative developments outwith the study area (i.e. up to 
70 km radius) the study area was utilised in the assessment of cumulative effects.  T he 
objective has be en to assess predicted cumulative effects which would occur within this 
study area arising from the additional impact of the proposed wind farm along with 
existing/operational, under construction, consented and pr oposed wind farms (i.e. wind 
farms subject to formal planning application).   

4.43 A review of existing landscape and v isual context was undertaken with reference to data 
provided from SNH’s online datasets (available from https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-
spaces/index.jsp) as well as the following character assessments: 

• Inverness District Landscape Character Area 13:  

• Cairngorms Landscape Assessment14; and 

• Cairngorms National Park – Landscape Character Assessment15. 

4.44 These studies were referenced as they provide descriptions of landscape types that would be 
subject to potential visibility of the proposed wind farm.  Landscape types not subject to 
potential visibility have not been assessed. 

13 Scottish Natural Heritage (1999) Inverness District Landscape Assessment – Scottish Natural Heritage Review No. 114 
14 Turnbull Jeffrey Partnership (1996) Cairngorms landscape assessment. Scottish Natural Heritage Review. No 75. 
15 Grant Alison Landscape Architects (2009) Cairngorms National Park Landscape Character Assessment 
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Distances 

4.45 Unless stated otherwise stated receptors’ distances from the proposed wind farm should be 
taken to mean distance to the nearest turbine of the proposed wind farm.  

Field Survey 

4.46 The application site and surrounding area were visited in July 2013 and June 2014 to consider 
the predicted visibility of the proposed wind farm.  The field surveys were carried out during 
periods of good visibility.  

Assessment of Significance 

4.47 The aim of the landscape and visual impact assessment is to identify, predict and evaluate 
potential significant effects arising from the proposed wind farm.  W herever possible, 
identified effects are quantified, but the nature of landscape and visual assessment requires 
interpretation by professional judgement.  In order to provide a level of consistency to the 
assessment, landscape sensitivity to change, the prediction of magnitude of impact and 
assessment of significance of the residual effects has been based on pre-defined criteria. 

Landscape Sensitivity 

4.48 The sensitivity of the landscape to change is defined as hi gh, medium or low based on 
professional interpretation of a combination of its susceptibility to change associated with 
the type of development proposed, and the value attributed to the landscape.  The following 
parameters were therefore applied in determining the sensitivity of the landscapes within 
the study area: 

• the demonstrable value placed on the landscape, such as designations; 

• landscape quality; 

• existing land-use; 

• the pattern and scale of the landscape; 

• visual enclosure/openness of views and distribution of visual receptors; 

• the scope for mitigation, which would be in character with the existing landscape; and  

• the degree to which the particular element or characteristic contribution to the landscape 
character and can be replaced or substituted. 

4.49 In determining value the LVIA uses, as its primary indicator, formal landscape designations.  
Where other clearly defined indicators were identified, these have also been referred to.  

Visual Receptor Sensitivity 

4.50 Visual receptor sensitivity is also defined as High, Medium or Low based on an interpretation 
of a combination of parameters, and also relates to the susceptibility and value ascribed to 
visual receptors or receptor locations.  T he following criteria were utilised in determining 
viewpoint sensitivity: 

• the land use or main activity at the viewpoint/receptor location; 

• the frequency and duration of use of receptor location; and 

• the landscape character and quality of the intervening landscape. 

4.51 In relation to land use at the viewpoint, visual sensitivity is defined in Table 4.2. 

Table 4.2 - Sensitivity in Relation to Receptor Type and Activity 

Sensitivity/Susceptibility Receptor Type and Activity 

High Tourists and users of outdoor recreational facilities including formal vantage 
points, strategic recreational footpaths, cycle routes or rights of way, whose 
attention may be focused on the landscape; important landscape features 
with physical, cultural or historic attributes; views from residential 
buildings; beauty spots or picnic areas.  Tourists utilising key routes to 
access the region. 

Medium Local or short range footpaths, commuters on local road users and rail users 
who may be less likely to be focused on views of the landscape. 

Low People engaged in outdoor sports or recreation (other than appreciation of 
the landscape), commercial buildings, and other locations where people’s 
attention may be focused on their work or activity. 
People in commercial buildings, and other locations where people’s 
attention may be focused on their work or activity. 

Magnitude of Change 

4.52 The magnitude of change arising from the proposed wind farm is described as Substantial, 
Moderate, Slight, Negligible or None based on the interpretation of a combination of largely 
quantifiable parameters, as follows: 

• the distance of receptors from the proposed wind farm; 

• the duration of the predicted change and whether it is reversible; 

• the size and scale of the change anticipated; 

• the geographical extent of the study area, landscape character unit, designation or route 
that would be affected; 

• the angle of view in relation to main receptor activity; 

• the degree of contrast; 

• the background context to the development; and 

• the extent and nature of other built development visible, including vertical elements. 

4.53 The assessment of effects at viewpoints in Technical Appendix TA4.5 quantifies the 
horizontal angle occupied by the proposed wind farm in each view. 

4.54 Table 4.3 provides a brief definition for different degrees of change. 
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Table 4.3:  Magnitude of Change 

Magnitude Definition 

Substantial Total loss or considerable alteration/interruption of key elements, features or 
characteristics of the landscape character and/or composition of views resulting in 
a substantial change to baseline conditions. 

Moderate Partial loss or alteration to one or more key features or characteristics of the 
baseline, resulting in localised change within a broader unaltered context. 

Slight Discernible loss or alteration to one or more key elements, features or 
characteristics of the baseline conditions.  Change arising from the loss/alteration 
would be discernible but underlying landscape character or view composition 
would be similar to baseline. 

Negligible Very limited or imperceptible loss or alteration to one or more key 
elements/characteristics of the baseline.  Change may be barely discernible. 

None No aspect of the proposed wind farm would be discernible.  The proposed wind 
farm would result in no appreciable change to the landscape resource or view. 

Cumulative Magnitude of Change 

4.55 The magnitude of change arising from the proposed wind farm is described as Substantial, 
Moderate, Slight, Negligible or None based on the interpretation of a combination of largely 
quantifiable parameters.  The parameters evaluated in relation to the magnitude of 
cumulative change include: 

• the number of existing, consented and/or proposed wind farms visible; 

• the distance to each of the existing, consented, and/or proposed wind farms from 
receptor locations; 

• the direction of each wind farm in relation to other wind farm developments and the 
viewpoint;  

• the horizontal subtended angle occupied by each wind farm (i.e. the angle between the 
left hand visible turbine and right hand visible turbine in each wind farm); 

• the frequency and duration of cumulative visibility; and 

• in the case of landscape character areas, landscape designations and 
transportation/recreational routes, the proportion of the area or route subject to 
cumulative views. 

4.56 The criteria utilised in ascribing cumulative magnitude of change throughout this assessment 
are as outlined in Table 4.4. 

Table 4.4: Cumulative Magnitude of Change 

Magnitude Definition 

Substantial The proposed wind farm would represent a considerable increase in the influence 
of wind energy development on the character of the landscape and/or the 
composition of views.   

Moderate The proposed wind farm would represent a notable increase in the influence of 
wind energy development on the character of the landscape and/or the 
composition of views.  Moderate cumulative change equates to a localised change 

Magnitude Definition 
within an otherwise unaltered context. 

Slight The proposed wind farm would represent a minor addition to the influence of wind 
energy development on the character of the landscape and/or the composition of 
views.  The change would be discernible, but the original baseline conditions 
would be largely unaltered. 

Negligible The proposed wind farm would represent a barely discernible addition to influence 
of wind energy development on the character of the landscape and/or the 
composition of views.  The baseline condition of the landscape or view would, for 
all intents and purposes, be unaffected. 

None No other cumulative development would be apparent. 

Cumulative Landscape and Visual Effects 

4.57 In assessing potential cumulative landscape and visual effects, consideration has been given 
to cumulative effects arising from combined and/ or consecutive (concurrent) visibility 
(where the observer is able to see two or more developments from one viewpoint location), 
and sequential effects (where a number of similar developments would be visible individually 
or simultaneously over a sequence of connected viewpoints, such as would be found along a 
road or footpath).  This is in accordance with SNH guidance16. 

Effects Scoped out of the LVIA 

4.58 In the process of determining which cumulative wind farm sites should be included in the 
LVIA a se ries of criteria were adopted against which each development was considered, 
including: 

• the distance from the proposed wind farm; 

• potential intervisibility between the proposed wind farm and cumulative sites; and 

• the potential for cumulative schemes to contribute to significant cumulative effects. 

4.59 Projects which are at scoping stage have not been included in the detailed assessment as 
they may undergo substantial change before a formal planning application is submitted and 
may not progress to an application at all.  

4.60 Effects arising from the process of decommissioning the proposed wind farm have been 
scoped out since they are of a similar nature to construction issues, but of a smaller scale 
and shorter duration.  

Significance Criteria 

4.61 Table 4.5 illustrates how residual effects are determined by comparison of the sensitivity of 
receptors with the magnitude of predicted change.  Fo r the purposes of this assessment 
significant landscape or visual effects are Major or Major/Moderate. 

  

16 Scottish Natural Heritage (2012) Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy Developments 
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Table 4.5 Residual Effects 

 Magnitude of Change 

Landscape 
and Visual 
Sensitivity 

Substantial Moderate Slight Negligible None 

High Major Major/Moderate Moderate Moderate/Minor None 

Medium Major/Moderate Moderate Moderate/Minor Minor None 

Low Moderate Moderate/Minor Minor Minor/None None 

4.62 In line with the recommendations in the GLVIA the matrix is not used as a prescriptive tool or 
arithmetically, and the methodology and analysis of potential effects at any particular 
location must allow for the exercise of professional judgement.  D escriptions of residual 
effects, especially those considered significant in EIA terms, are described in narrative text. 

4.63 As described in Table 4.1, THC have requested that a f our point classification is used in 
describing residual effects (i.e. Strong Positive, Positive, Negative or Strong Negative).  It has 
been assumed, for the purposes of this assessment that Strong Negative effects are 
equivalent to significant effects in EIA terms (Major and Major/Moderate according to the 
matrix in Table 4.5, above). 

Nature of Effects 

4.64 Landscape and visual effects may be beneficial, neutral or adverse.  However, unless stated 
otherwise, residual effects are taken be adverse for the purposes of this assessment and to 
represent the loss/partial loss or adverse alteration to the baseline landscape or visual 
resource. 

Illustrative Tools 

4.65 The viewpoint analysis, which is described in the LVIA, is illustrated by a r ange of tools 
including ZTV plans, photographs, wirelines, and photomontages.  All outputs have been 
prepared in accordance with current best practice provided by SNH17, The Landscape 
Institute18 and THC19.   

4.66 ZTVs have been prepared to assist in the identification of areas from where there is potential 
visibility of the proposed wind farm, illustrated on Figures 4.4 to 4.4d.  The ZTVs are based 
on Ordnance Survey Terrain 5 data which has a nominal 5 m interval resolution.  

4.67 The accompanying visibility analysis provides details of the number of visible turbines, which 
aspects of the turbines would be visible (i.e. tower, hub, blades), as well as the horizontal 
angle subtended, i.e. the angle from the left most visible turbine to the right most visible 
turbine. 

17 Scottish Natural Heritage  (2006) Visual Representation of WIndfarms – Good Practice Guidance 
18 The Landscape Institute (2011) Photography and Photomontage in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment – Advice Note 01/11 
19 The Highland Council (2013) Visualisation Standards for Wind Energy Developments 

4.68 In order to establish the cumulative theoretical visibility, ZTVs were prepared for all 
operational, under construction, consented and application stage wind farm projects within 
35 km of the proposed wind farm.  The cumulative ZTVs are included in Figures 4.7 to 4.16d. 

Receptors 

4.69 Within the study area, there are a range of landscape and visual receptors.  A baseline survey 
has been carried out to identify these receptors, involving desk study and field work.   

4.70 Landscape receptors are defined as a spects of the landscape resource (including landscape 
fabric and characteristic elements) that have the potential to be affected by the proposed 
wind farm and that may be visible as indicated by the ZTVs.  

4.71 Designated landscapes and sensitive landscapes such as GDLs and Wild Land Areas (WLA) are 
also included as landscape receptors.    

4.72 Visual receptors are defined as individuals or groups of people who may experience views of 
the proposed wind farm, including: 

• residential receptors; 

• walkers/hill walkers; and 

• road users. 

4.73 It is acknowledged that these groups may be sub-divided and t hat there may be more 
categories of receptors, but for the purposes of the assessment, it is considered that the 
above categories cover the main groups of landscape and visual receptors. 

Limitations to Assessment 

4.74 Data utilised in the preparation of ZTVs and visualisations is subject to tolerances of + or – 
2.5 m tolerance (Root Mean Square Error20) in rural areas.  Consequently, there can be some 
apparent localised differences between the topography shown in wireline images and that of 
baseline photographs.  However, this is only apparent in a small number of the cumulative 
visualisations that accompany this assessment, and the differences generally exaggerate the 
visibility of cumulative schemes.  This data also does not reflect the screening effect of 
vegetation or built structures and so the visibility shown on the ZTVs is more extensive than 
actual visibility on the ground. Where the ZTV shows no visibility, it is predicted that no 
turbines would be seen. 

4.75 The assessment considers receptors in publicly accessible locations. Where assessment of 
individual residential properties has been undertaken this was also completed from publicly 
accessible locations. 

20 * This is the average of the mean heights collected in a sample area. The accuracy will be at its highest on modelled features such as roads and lakes. 
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Baseline Conditions 

Landform and Hydrology 

4.76 In essence, the study area may be divided into two broad areas of mountains and plateaux 
bisected by the Great Glen which is oriented in a south-west to north-east direction.  To the 
north of the Great Glen the landscape comprises a se ries of rugged uplands divided into a 
series of mountain ranges by deep, steep sided glens.  In contrast, the landscape to the south 
of the Great Glen is simpler, consisting of high level plateaux of largely featureless smooth 
rounded hills. This difference is due, in part, to the nature of each area’s geology:  

• to the north of the Great Glen the underlying rocks consists of hard sedimentary materials 
which have been eroded to form ranges of rugged irregular mountains covered in 
numerous rocky outcrops; and 

• the landscape to the south of the Great Glen, including the Monadhliath Mountain range is 
largely derived from glacial erosion of underlying mica schists to form large scale 
undulating plateaux and smooth rounded hills which are devoid of corries. 

4.77 Both landscapes are considered to provide remote environments which have a limited amount 
of built development or obvious human artefacts.  This is reflected by the extent of each 
area subject to wild land characterisation or categorisation as Core Areas of Wild Land. 
However, there are a number of prominent wind farm and infrastructure developments and 
large scale coniferous forests which have resulted in reductions of the ‘wildness’ of these 
landscapes in places, thereby lessening their sensitivity. 

4.78 Within the essentially mountainous structure of the landscape of the study area a series of 
distinct smaller scale landscapes are also present including sheltered straths and glens which 
are often associated with increased settlement and i nfrastructure.  The largest of these is 
the Great Glen which comprises a deep, steep sided ‘u’ shaped valley typified by a series of 
lochs linked to the main waterbody of Loch Ness by the Caledonian Canal.  The floor of the 
Great Glen plays host to the main settlements and road infrastructure in the area along with 
farmland, whilst the steep sides of the Glen contain extensive forest and woodland cover.  

4.79 A number of prominent glens extend into the landscape of the adjoining uplands from the 
Great Glen, including Glen Urquhart, Glen Morriston, Glen Garry, Glen Spean and Glen Tarff.  
To the south-east of the proposed wind farm the Monadhliaths are bounded by Strathspey 
which forms an important communications corridor and tourist route. 

4.80 Other notable incised landscapes in the study area include Loch Ericht, Loch Lagan, Spey 
valley, Glen Strathfarrar, Strathglass, Strathnairn and Glen Affric. 

4.81 At its northern end, the study area contains the undulating coastal landscape of Moray and 
Easter Ross (including the Black Isle) which enclose the Beauly and Moray Firths. 

4.82 The proposed wind farm is situated towards the northern end of the Monadhliaths where the 
topography ranges from the gently undulating of the Monadhliaths central spine to the 
steeper and more irregular side of the Monadhliath edges which contain greater diversity and 

increased incidents of individuated landforms, rock outcrops and watercourses.  A mosaic of 
waterbodies is also present along the northern edge of the Monadhliaths, including Loch 
Mhor, Loch Ruthven and Loch Duntelchaig.  The proposed wind farm would be situated on a 
north-west facing slope between 650 m AOD and 770 m which is enclosed to the south-east by 
an undulating ridge between Carn a Chuil and Carn Odhar, beyond which the land falls away 
into Strathdearn. 

Landcover, Land-Use and Landscape Elements 

4.83 The study area contains substantial variation in landuse and landcover, often associated with 
elevation, slope and ease of access. 

4.84 The uplands/mountain ranges of the study area are characterised by a mosaic of moorland 
grassland, heaths, gorse scrub, rock exposures and ar eas of bare ground and e rosion 
channels.  I n places, these channels are accompanied by riparian vegetation.  The uplands 
have generally low incidences of man-made features with the exception of hill tracks, 
occasional power lines, and in places, forest blocks. 

4.85 In contrast, scarp slopes and glen sides, have a predominance of coniferous plantation and 
pockets of grassland, heathland, gorse scrub, with increased deciduous woodland cover as 
the slope descends to the floor of valleys. 

4.86 Strath and glen floors often contain a combination of deciduous woodlands/tree belts, scrub 
and pastureland.  T he glens also contain the main concentrations of settlement and road 
infrastructure, as well as areas of open water in the form of lochs and rivers. 

4.87 The application site is fairly typical of the Monadhliaths and comprises extensive areas of 
natural grassland, with localised areas of bare ground and peat bog. 

Settlement and Transport 

Settlement 

4.88 There are only a small number of large settlements within the study area.  The main 
concentrations occur around the sides of Loch Ness and in adjoining straths and Glens.  Those 
subject to theoretical visibility of the proposed wind farm include: 

• Inverness:  At its closest, this city is located approximately 20 km to the north of the 
proposed wind farm; 

• North Kessock: Situated approximately 26.5 km to the north of the proposed wind farm 
and centred on the Kessock Bridge and Beauly Firth; and  

• Avoch:  Situated approximately 34 km to the north of the proposed wind farm, on the side 
of the Moray Firth. 

4.89 There are no small settlements or dwellings within 2 km of the proposed wind farm. 

4.90 For the purposes of this assessment residential receptors are assumed to have a high 
sensitivity, unless stated otherwise. 
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Transport Routes 

4.91 There are relatively few public roads within the study area and those that do exist are 
generally located within enclosed straths and glens.  Those with potential views of the 
proposed wind farm are indicated in Figure 4.17a  and would include the following: 

• The A9: This is a major route connecting Inverness to the central belts of Scotland.  The 
route extends southeast between Inverness and Aviemore, before turning south-west 
through the Cairngorms National Park.  At the head of Loch Ericht the line turns southeast 
once more towards Perth.  At  its closest, this route is situated within 5.5 km of to the 
proposed wind farm. 

• The A82: This route runs from Glasgow to Inverness via Fort William and passes close to 
some of the most notable landmarks and at tractions in the Highlands including Loch 
Lomond, Rannoch Moor, Glen Coe and Ben Nevis.  This route follows the side of the Great 
Glen and is considered to be of particular importance as a t ourist route.  At  its closest, 
this route passes 13.6 km to the north-west of the proposed wind farm south of 
Drumnadrochit. 

• The A96: Inverness to Aberdeen:  This coastal route extends eastwards from Inverness and 
at its closest is situated approximately 24.5 km from the proposed wind farm; 

• The A835: This is a long range route  that starts in the vicinity of Ullapool, on the western 
coast, and w hich extends southwards through the Braemore Forest and St rath Garve 
before crossing the Black Isle between Canon Bridge and T ore, where it meets the A9 
carriageway.  This route is located distantly from the proposed wind farm (i.e. over 31 km 
to the northwest of the proposed wind farm); 

• The B851: This is a minor road that extends along Strathnairn between the A9 to Scatraig, 
to its junction with the B862 north of Loch Mhor.  At its closest, this route is situated 4.6 
km to the north/ northwest of the proposed wind farm; 

• The B861: This route extends southwards from Inverness, through Drummossie Muir to 
Inverarnie, where it meets the B851 carriageway.  At  its closest, this route is situated 
around 14 km to the northeast of the proposed wind farm; and 

• The B862: This route links Inverness comprises sections of General Wades Military road 
between Inverness and Fort Augustus via Stratherrick.  At  its closest, this route passes 
within 6.3 km of the proposed wind farm. 

4.92 The Inverness to Perth railway:  this route runs parallel to the A9 carriageway for a large 
proportion of its length within the study area, but does separate from the road in the vicinity 
of Drummossie, where the railway loops to the north, to Culloden Forest, before returning to 
the A9 corridor on the approach to Inverness.  At its closest, this route is located 
approximately 5.5 km from the proposed wind farm.  

4.93 For the purposes of this assessment road and rail users are assumed to have a Medium 
sensitivity, unless the route is known to be utilised by tourists who are considered to have a 
High sensitivity. 

Recreational Routes/ Access 

4.94 In addition to the road and r ail routes described above, many of which are utilised by 
tourists, there are a small number of long range recreational routes that are anticipated to 
provide theoretical views of the proposed wind farm, including the Great Glen Way and 
National Cycle Route 78.  The location of these routes is shown in Figure 4.17b.  Receptors on 
these routes are, for the purposes of this assessment, assumed to have a High sensitivity to 
the type of development proposed. 

4.95 The Great Glen Way: This route runs 73 miles (117km) from Fort William on the Atlantic west 
coast to Inverness to the north and follows the alignment of the Great Glen.  From Loch 
Linnhe on the Atlantic coast the route follows canal towpaths, loch shore paths and forestry 
tracks to reach Inverness.  This is a relatively easy, low level route providing extensive 
visibility of the Lochs of the Great Glen and fine panoramas of the surrounding Highlands. 
This route is well marked and relatively straight forward; utilising canal towpaths and forest 
tracks.  At its closest, this route passes approximately 14 km to the northwest of the 
proposed wind farm in the vicinity of Drumnadrochit. 

4.96 National Cycleway 7: This cycleway links Sunderland and Inverness and passes through the- 
Loch Lomond and Trossachs and Cairngorms National Parks.  At its closest, this route is 
situated 17 km to the north-east of the proposed wind farm, at Loch Moy. 

4.97 In addition to the above routes the study area contains considerable opportunities for access 
to the countryside of the Highlands under the terms of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003.  
A key part of this access is mountain walking and the study area contains numerous notable 
summits, including Munros (i.e. summits with an elevation exceeding 3,000 feet - 914m AOD), 
Corbetts  (summits of between 2,500 feet and 3,000 feet - 760 m AOD – 914 m AOD), and 
Grahams (summits of between 2,000 feet and 2,500 feet - 609m AOD and 760m AOD.  Those 
providing potential visibility of the proposed wind farm include: 

• Geal Charn: A Munro summit of 926 m AOD which is situated approximately 23 km to the 
southwest of the proposed wind farm; 

• Carn Dearg: A Munro with a summit of 946 m AOD, situated approximately 18 km to the 
south of the proposed wind farm; 

• A’ Chailleach: A Munro to 930 m AOD, situated 16.3 km to the south of the proposed wind 
farm; 

• Carn Sgurlain: A Munro with a 920 m AOD summit situated approximately 14.6 km to the 
south of the proposed wind farm (Ref. Viewpoint 9);   

• Sgor Gaoithe: A Munro summit of 1118 m AOD situated 32.6 km to the southeast of the 
proposed wind farm within the Cairngorms National Park); 

• Carn na Sobhaidhe: A Corbett with a summit of 811 m AOD which is situated around 7.2 km 
to the southwest of the proposed wind farm (Ref. Viewpoint 18); 

• Carn a’ Chullin: A Corbett with a summit of 817 m AOD situated 28.2 km to the southwest 
of the proposed wind farm; 
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• Carn an Fhr eiceadain: A Corbett summit of 878 m AOD which is situated approximately 
14.8 km to the southeast of the proposed wind farm; 

• Gairbeinn: A C orbett summit of 896 m AOD situated 28.4 km to the southwest of the 
proposed wind farm; 

• Geal Charn Mhor: A C orbett summit of 824 m AOD which is situated 19.5 km to the 
southeast of the proposed wind farm (Ref. Viewpoint 19); 

• Meall a’ Bhuachaille: A C orbett with a sum mit at 810 m AOD and which is situated 
approximately 34.4 km to the southeast of the proposed wind farm , within the Cairngorms 
National Park; 

• Carn Gorm: A 677 m AOD Graham situated 34.5 km to the northwest of the proposed wind 
farm. 

• Carn Mhic an Toisch: A Graham with a summit at 680 m AOD, situated 33 km west of the 
proposed wind farm; 

• Carn na h-Easgainn: A Graham with a summit of 616 m AOD and which is located 14 km to 
the northeast of the proposed wind farm;  

• Carn nan Tri-tighearnan: A Graham of 615 m AOD situated approximately 24.5 km to the 
northeast of the proposed wind farm; 

• Carn Glas-choire: A 659 m AOD Graham situated 24 km to the northeast of the proposed 
wind farm, on the border of the Cairngorms National Park; 

• Meall a ‘Chrathaich: A Graham with a summit of 679 m AOD, situated 28 km west of the 
proposed wind farm; 

• Meall Fuar-monaidh: A Graham with a summit of 699 m AOD which is located 18 km to the 
west of the proposed wind farm (Ref. Viewpoint 20); and 

• Glas Beinn Mhor: A Graham with a summit of 651 m AOD, which is situated over 20 km to 
the west-northwest of the proposed wind farm.   

4.98 Where appropriate and relevant, these summits are included in the assessment of residual 
effects. 

Cumulative Context in the Study Area 

4.99 Table 4.6, lists the existing/operational, consented and proposed (i.e. at application) wind 
farms located within the study area which have been included in the cumulative assessment, 
along with a sm all number of developments that are currently at the scoping stage, but 
anticipated to be subject to a formal application around the time of the application for the 
proposed Aberarder wind farm.  Existing wind farms such as Farr and Millennium, as well as 
the Dunmaglass Wind Farm (currently under construction) are taken to form part of the 
landscape and visual baseline as well as forming part of the cumulative basis for the 
assessment. 

Table 4.6: Cumulative Wind Farms 

Wind Farm  Status Approx Distance 
and Direction from 
Aberarder Wind 
Farm Turbines 

Number of 
Turbines 

Size of Turbines 
(metres to blade tip) 

Allt Duine Appeal 15 km southeast 31 Up to 125 

Auchmore Operational 32 km northwest 1 79 

Auchmore 2 Consented 32 km northwest 1 79 

Beinn Mhor Application 32 km northwest 7 119.5 

Bhlaraidh Consented 23 km west 32 135 

Corriegarth Consented 10 km southwest 20 120 

Corriegarth 
Extension 

Application 10 km southwest 3 120 

Corrimony Consented 29 km northwest 5 100 

Culachy  Currently at scoping 30 km southwest 13 149.5 

Dell  Application 18 km southwest 14 130.5 

Dunmaglass Consented (currently 
under construction) 

Abuts the southern 
boundary of the 
proposed wind farm 

33 120 

Fairburn Consented 38 km northwest 20 100 

Farr Operational 11 km northeast 40 101 

Glen Kyllachy Application 11 km northeast 20 110 

Millennium Operational 39 km southwest 26 Up to 125 

Millennium South Application 39 km southwest 10 132 

Moriston Currently at Scoping 27 km southwest 30 Up to 155.5 

Moy Consented 20 km northeast 20 126.5 

Stronelairg Consented 20 km southwest 83 135 

Tom nan Clach Consented 25 km northeast 17 110 

4.100 Figure 4.6, shows the location of each of these schemes.  I t is apparent from this drawing 
that the emerging pattern of wind farms in the study area shows a predominance of large 
scale developments situated on open elevated moorlands. 

4.101 Developments north-west of the Great Glen tend to comprise closely spaced paired schemes 
(i.e. Millennium, Bhlaraidh and Corrimony schemes), which reflects the scale of the 
landscape within which they are located.  To the south and east of the Great Glen the 
established development pattern comprises a series of wind farms located at relatively even 
spacings parallel to the Great Glen.  The consented and o perational schemes (Farr, 
Dunmaglass, Corriegarth and Stronelairg) are situated between 6 km and 11 km apart from 
each other and are all set back from the more incised straths and glens which contain the 
principal concentrations of visual receptors, and away from the key designated landscapes of 
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the area.  Current proposals within the Monadhliath landscape are primarily for extensions to 
existing and consented schemes and w ould not vary from the established configuration of 
wind farm development in the study area. 

Landscape Designations 

4.102 Designated landscapes are subject to formal identification for their value and are therefore 
assumed to have a high sensitivity, unless otherwise stated.  

4.103 The application site is not subject to any landscape designation. However, there are national 
and local designations present within the wider study area including the following: 

• Cairngorms NP, which is located over 14 km southeast of the proposed wind farm; 

• Glen Strathfarrar NSA, which is situated around 31 km to the northwest of the proposed 
wind farm; 

• Cairngorms Mountains NSA, situated over 23 km to the southeast of the proposed wind 
farm; 

• Loch Ness and Duntelchaig Special Landscape Area (SLA) which is located 9.4 km to the 
northwest of the proposed wind farm; 

• Ben Alder, Laggan and Glen Banchor SLA, which is situated approximately 15 km to the 
south of the proposed wind farm; and 

• Drynachan, Lochindorb and Dava Moors SLA, which is 19.3 km to the northeast of the 
proposed wind farm. 

4.104 SNH’s publication – “The Special Qualities of the National Scenic Areas”21, outlines the key 
characteristics of the NSAs, whilst THC’s Assessment of Highland Special Landscape Areas22 
describes the key qualities of the SLAs.  Technical Appendix TA7.4 summarises these 
characteristics and evaluates the likely effect of the proposed wind farm on the integrity of 
these designated areas. 

Landscape Classifications 

4.105 Whilst not formally designated, there are a number of landscapes that have been identified 
as having particular value in the context of either natural and/or cultural heritage and are 
therefore considered to have High sensitivity.  

4.106 SNH identified Search Areas for Wild Land (SAWL) in 2002.  These were considered to be 
where the most significant and v alued areas of wild land would be found.  This initial 
mapping was acknowledged as preliminary and incomplete.  In 2013 SNH published a revised 
map for consultation which identified a series of Core Areas of Wild Land (CAWLs).  In June 
2014 a new map of Wild Land Areas (WLA) was created which replaces the CAWL 2013 map.  
The new map (Map 1) identifies 42 wild land areas (19.5% of Scotland).  In comparison with 
the CAWL 2013 map this combines two areas into one, divides one area into two, sets aside 
two areas and adds one new area.  It also modifies the extent of a number of areas.  This 

21 SNH (2010) The special qualities of the National Scenic Areas – SNH Commissioned report No. 374. 
22 THC/SNH (2010) Assessment of Highland Special Landscape Areas. 

latest iteration of the wild land mapping changed its nomenclature to Wild Land Areas 
(hereafter referred to as WLAs). 

4.107 Within the study area the WLAs predicted to provide views of the proposed wind farm 
include:  

• the Monadhliath WLA, which is situated over 5 km to the southeast of the proposed wind 
farm; 

• the Cairngorms WLA, situated over 27 km to the southeast of the proposed wind farm; and 

• the Central Highlands WLA, situated over 31 km northwest of the proposed wind farm. 

4.108 The criteria adopted in attributing wildness comprised: 

• a high degree of perceived naturalness in the setting, especially in its vegetation cover 
and wildlife, and in the processes affecting the land; 

• the lack of any modern artefacts or structures; 

• little evidence of contemporary human uses of the land; 

• a landform which is rugged, or otherwise physically challenging; and 

• remoteness and/or inaccessibility. 

4.109 SNH’s guidance on the assessment of potential impacts on WLA23 also makes reference to a 
number of highly personal/subjective perceptual responses including: 

• a sense of sanctuary, solitude or refuge; 

• risk or anxiety; 

• arresting/inspiring qualities and sense of awe; and 

• physically challenging. 

4.110 Technical Appendix TA7.4b assesses the potential effect of the proposed wind farm on the 
Monadhliaths WLA which is the closest of the WLAs within the study area.  Given the distance 
at which the Cairngorm and Central Highlands WLA are located from the proposed wind farm 
site, the assessment only considers the Monadhliath WLA, as this is the only WLA potential for 
significant effects. 

4.111 In addition to areas of Wild Land, the study area contains a number of potential receptor 
sites designated as GDLs.  These are landscapes which have been devised and developed for 
artistic effect and which are included on Historic Scotland’s inventory of Gardens and 
Designed landscapes.  Inventory records provide information on sites in order to raise 
awareness of their significance and to assist in their management for the future.  

4.112 GDLs usually have a combination of different features such as built structures, planting, open 
grounds, landforming, water management, archaeological remains and natural landscape 
features, all of which may contribute to the value of a site.  Some of these elements may be 
important enough to be designated in their own right by Historic Scotland as listed buildings 

23 Scottish Natural Heritage 2007, Assessing the Impacts on Wild Land – Interim Guidance Note 

 4 – 12 

Volume 2: Main Report 
Chapter 4: Landscape & Visual 

 

                                                
                                                



Aberarder Wind Farm  

Environmental Statement  

RES 

  
 

or Scheduled Monuments, or by SNH for their scientific or nature conservation value.  Sites 
are included in the inventory of GDLs on the basis of their:  

• value as an individual work of art; 

• historic value; 

• horticultural, arboricultural, silvicultural value; 

• architectural value; 

• scenic value; 

• nature conservation value; and 

• archaeological value. 

4.113 GDLs within the study area with theoretical visibility of the proposed wind farm include: 

• Dochfour: A scenic 18th century parkland and architectural 19th century Italianate formal 
gardens which is situated on the western side of Loch Ness, over 16.7 km to the northwest 
of the proposed wind farm; 

• Tomnahurich Cemetery GDL: This major 19th and 20th century public cemetery adds 
significant landscape value to the city of Inverness.  It consists of an extensive series of 
sculptured monuments and pl antations, with views of Tomnahurich Hill.  T his GDL is 
located on the western side of Inverness, approximately 22.5 km north of the proposed 
wind farm; and 

• Ley Castle GDL: A 19th century formal garden and parkland, with earlier 18th century 
planting and l ayout.  T his GDL is situated approximately 19 km north-northeast of the 
proposed wind farm in the southern outskirts of Inverness. 

Landscape Character Types 

4.114 Landscape character types (LCTs) which would provide theoretical visibility of the proposed 
wind farm, based on SNH’s character assessments, are listed below and briefly described in 
Technical Appendix TA7.3, along with a description of their sensitivity to the type of 
development proposed.  LCTs with theoretical visibility are: 

• Rugged Massif (LCT INV1); 

• Rolling Uplands (LCT INV2); 

• Rocky Moorland Plateau (LCT INV3); 

• Rocky Moorland Plateau with Woodland (LCT INV4); 

• Flat Moorland Plateau with Woodland (LCT INV5); 

• Farmed and Wooded Foothills (LCT INV6); 

• Broad Steep Sided Glen (LCT INV7);  

• Wooded Glen (LCT INV8) 

• Farmed Straths (LCT INV10) 

• Narrow Farmed Straths (LCT INV11); 

• Rolling Farmland and Woodland (LCT INV12); 

• Inverness (LCT INV15); 

• Cairngorm Plateau (LCT CNG1); 

• Uplands and Glens (LCT CNG2);  

• Cairngorm Straths (LCT CGN3); 

• Coastal Lowlands (LCT MRN2); 

• Uplands (LCT MRN4); 

• Forest Edge Farming (LCT MYF2); and 

• Forested Backdrop (LCT MYF10). 

Future Baseline 

4.115 In the absence of the proposed wind farm the site would be unchanged.  In the broader 
context of the study area the greatest prospective changes will relate to the incorporation of 
further large scale wind energy developments and accompanying infrastructure, power lines 
and borrow pit excavations.  T he location and de sign of these elements has po tential to 
generate considerable change to the character of the area. 

Potential Significant Effects 

4.116 Any onshore wind farm development in the UK has potential to cause significant effects on 
landscape and v isual amenity of a given location, including locations outwith the 
development site itself.   

4.117 The proposed wind farm development would comprise three phases: 

• a construction phase; 

• an operational phase; and 

• a decommissioning phase. 

4.118 From the perspective of the LVIA there are two aspects to a wind farm development that 
have potential to result in landscape and visual effects, these comprise of: 

• activities and elements that would affect the fabric of the landscape; and 

• elements that would affect the character and amenity of the surrounding landscape. 

Potential Construction Effects 

4.119 The construction phase would be approximately 18 months in duration.  The methods that 
would be utilised during the construction stage are described in Chapter 2: Proposed 
Development. 

4.120 The following elements and activities associated with the construction phase of the proposed 
wind farm have the potential to result in effects on the landscape and visual amenity of the 
study area: 
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• construction of new on-site access tracks, including ‘floating’ tracks; 

• off-site highway improvements / construction of additional roads for abnormal loads 
lorries; 

• erection of turbines, one permanent met mast and temporary guyed met masts; 

• construction of sub-station and related control building; 

• construction of site compound and grid connection; 

• construction of off-site grid connection; 

• construction of lay-down areas; 

• temporary site compound incorporating site offices; 

• excavation and construction of turbine foundations and crane pads; 

• excavation of borrow pits; 

• excavations for underground cables; 

• HGV and abnormal load deliveries to site and movement of vehicles on site; and 

• reinstatement work, including removal of temporary accommodation. 

4.121 The majority of effects occurring during this phase would concern disturbance of existing 
landcover at the site and potential for long term change or loss of characteristic vegetation 
with consequent effects on the character and amenity of the site and adjoining area. 

Potential Operational Effects 

4.122 The operational life of the wind farm would be 25 years.  The operational elements with the 
potential to affect the landscape and visual amenity of the study area are:  

• wind turbine generators and anemometer masts; 

• on-site access tracks and hardstandings;  

• on and off-site grid connection; and 

• RES control building / network operator sub-station. 

4.123 The nature of these components is described in detail in Chapter 2: Proposed Development.  

Potential Decommissioning Effects 

4.124 Decommissioning of the proposed wind farm could have effects similar to that of the 
construction period with temporary disturbance of landscape fabric and effects on landscape 
character and v isual amenity, both within the site and in the wider study area.  Detailed 
decommissioning proposals would be agreed in conjunction with THC, SNH and o ther 
statutory consultees prior to the commencement of this phase, the emphasis being upon 
minimising landscape and visual effects. 

Mitigation 

Mitigation by Design 

4.125 A number of measures have been incorporated into the design of the scheme to ameliorate 
potential landscape and visual effects of the proposed wind farm. 

Standard/General Measures 

4.126 A number of standard mitigation measures have been incorporated into the design.  These 
include use of modern turbine design features, and si te specific measures have been 
incorporated in respect of the turbine layout, design of access tracks, control building and 
site substation.   

4.127 The development would make use of three bladed horizontal axis turbines with tubular steel 
towers.  Research (Stevenson and Griffiths, 1995) has confirmed that tubular turbine towers 
reduce visual clutter. 

4.128 As the proposed turbines would generally be seen against the skyline they would be finished 
in a semi-matt pale anti-reflective grey finish.  The exact colour of the turbines would be 
agreed with the local planning authority prior to the construction of the wind farm. 

4.129 Cabling within the proposed wind farm connecting turbines and proposed substation would be 
underground to avoid cluttering of the development site and typically located alongside 
proposed tracks. 

4.130 Internal transformers would be utilised instead of external ones to simplify the appearance of 
the wind farm and to limit disturbance at the site. 

4.131 The design optimisation process is described in Chapter 3: Design Evolution and Alternatives 
of this ES. 

4.132 A number of key priorities for the location and design of development have been applied as 
follows.  T hese are based on the landscape baseline and pr oximity to the consented 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm and include:  

• avoidance of prominent elevated summits or slopes, or highly individuated topography, 
preference to be given to more uniform and gently sloping gradients which are, wherever 
possible, enclosed by adjacent summits or ridges in order to provide mitigation of views 
from key sensitive receptor locations; 

• positioning of proposed wind farm close to the Dunmaglass Wind Farm in order to create a 
functional connection to this consented scheme with potential for minimising 
infrastructure, including site access; 

• positioning of the proposed wind turbines to ensure that the proposed wind farm would 
overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm in the majority of views; and 

• the layout of turbines and infrastructure in a manner consistent with the Dunmaglass Wind 
Farm in order to ensure that the proposed wind farm is not incongruous and is perceived 
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as part of the Dunmaglass Wind Farm (e.g. an irregular grid of turbines on a northwest 
facing slope between 593 m AOD and 764 m AOD). 

Site Specific Measures:  On-Site Access Tracks 

4.133 In order to avoid the need for a new site access track which may be visible extending up the 
side of the Great Glen the site access would be via the existing Dunmaglass access.  

4.134 Access tracks within the proposed wind farm site have been designed to be as short as 
possible whilst avoiding environmentally sensitive locations and exposed summits and slopes.  
The new tracks have been positioned, wherever possible, to avoid deep peat, and w ould 
avoid the necessity of the formation of unsightly or incongruous cuttings or embankments.  

4.135 In order to further minimise potential landscape and visual effects associated with this aspect 
of the proposed wind farm, new tracks would match, as far as practicable, the character and 
appearance of existing tracks in the vicinity, would avoid steeply graded or highly visible 
slopes and exposed edges and have been designed to occupy the gentler gradients of the site, 
thereby minimising the amount of track surface visible from external viewpoints. Moreover, 
the running width of proposed tracks would be restricted to 5 m except on bends, with 
shoulders to each side of the track adding 0.5 m.  C onstruction working widths would be 
carefully controlled, thereby ensuring that disturbance is kept to a minimum.  Additionally, 
any disturbed ground situated along the edges of tracks would be reinstated to match 
adjoining ground as soon as practicable to minimise the prominence of the tracks.  Where 
floating tracks are used, the sides of these would be reinstated with peat turves cut from 
excavated areas.   

Site-Specific Measures:  Substation and Control Building  

4.136 The substation and control building would be located in an area of relatively low lying and 
gently graded land at the northeastern end of the proposed wind farm.  The location selected 
is enclosed to the east and so uth by elevated topography, thereby shielding this element 
from external viewpoints in these directions, including those within the Monadhliaths and 
Cairngorms.  T he selected location would also be set back from the exposed edge of the 
Monadhliaths with the consequence that it would be shielded from sensitive receptor 
locations in adjoining Farmed Straths, Foothills and B road Steep Sided Glen LCTs.  The 
substation and c ontrol building would be designed to be as l ow as po ssible and w ould be 
rendered with a suitable colour to blend in with the adjoining moorland when viewed from 
above.   

Site-Specific Measures: Crane Pads and Laydown Areas 

4.137 These would be kept to a m inimum size and would be surfaced to match the track 
construction.  Laydown areas would be removed and the ground reinstated during completion 
of construction works. 

Site Specific Measures: Borrow Pits 

4.138 It is proposed that aggregate for new tracks would be won from borrow pits at the site.  
Current search areas for borrow pits include as shown on Figure 2.1.  The intention is to use 
either the single borrow pit by turbine, or a combination of borrow pits. 

4.139 Each borrow pit option would be located to avoid prominent elevated topography which may 
be visible from external receptor locations.  The scale and configuration of the borrow pits 
would be carefully designed to minimise potential visual intrusion through adoption of 
mitigation measures such as r oll over slopes.  Moreover, once extraction ceases each pit 
would be restored at the earliest practical opportunity.  Any spoil or soils arisings from the 
excavations would be stored temporarily in the northernwestern (lower) edge of each pit in a 
low mound, thereby providing screening of the extraction and si te plant movements.  
Detailed borrow pit designs and r estoration proposals would be provided to THC and SNH 
prior to commencement of construction works at the site.  However, an initial analysis of 
potential visibility indicates that the borrow pit by turbine 9 would be the least visible from 
external viewpoints and would provide the greatest potential for mitigation in landscape and 
visual terms. 

Site Specific Measures: Concrete for Turbine Bases 

4.140 Concrete required for the construction of turbine foundations would be produced at a 
batching plant to be established immediately south of turbine 8.  The location of this 
construction element was chosen in order to avoid elevated or prominent outer edges of the 
proposed wind farm.  

Mitigation during Construction 

4.141 The location and m anagement of construction elements has be en carefully considered to 
minimise environmental effects including potential landscape and visual effects during the 
construction stage.  Additionally, the following general precautionary measures would be 
adopted: 

• all working areas would be restricted as f ar as practicable to the specified areas and 
demarcated to prevent incursion of site plant into no construction locations; 

• designated haul routes would be utilised that correspond with the longer term site access 
tracks; 

• material storage/temporary stockpiles would be retained for the shortest duration 
practicable and w ould be sited to minimise visual intrusion to neighbouring receptor 
locations; 

• lay down areas, temporary site compounds and borrow pits would be reinstated at the end 
of the construction phase to avoid the necessity of retaining restoration materials on site 
over the operational period and to avoid sustained effects on landscape fabric character 
and visual amenity; and 

• excavations for turbines foundations, laydown areas and underground cables would be 
reinstated prior to commencement of the operational phase of the development and all 
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track sides, including floating tacks, would be reinstated with translocated turves to 
ensure they blend in with the adjoining (undisturbed) ground in the site. 

Mitigation during Operation  

4.142 Mitigation measures relating to the operational phase of the proposed wind farm were 
incorporated into design of the proposed wind farm, as described above.   

Mitigation during Decommissioning  

4.143 The decommissioning phase of the proposed wind farm would be of a shorter duration to that 
of the construction phase, with the dismantling of all above ground structures and 
reinstatement of disturbed ground.  Below ground structures would be left in place to avoid 
further disturbance.  There would therefore be a temporary impact from the activities on 
site to remove structures, but this would be of relatively short duration.  Accordingly, the 
decommissioning phase is considered to have a minimal effect on the landscape and v isual 
amenity of the locality, and has not been assessed in any further detail. 

Assessment of Residual Impacts 

4.144 This sub-section assesses the residual effect (i.e. the predicted effect taking account of 
proposed mitigation and design measures) of the construction and operation phases of the 
proposed wind farm.  For ease of reference residual effects are highlighted in bold. 

Residual Construction Impacts 

4.145 The construction phase of the proposed wind farm would be of 18 months duration, during 
which time reinstatement works would also take place, subject to appropriate ground and 
weather conditions. 

Residual Effects on Landscape Fabric during the Construction Phase 

4.146 During the construction of the wind farm a total of approximately 22 hectares (ha) of the site 
would be subject to disturbance during construction operations 

4.147 This land take would result in the removal of equivalent moorland vegetation (as described in 
Chapter 7: Terrestrial Ecology), and localised changes to the existing topography of the site 
in the form of the formation of floating tracks and the excavation of borrow pits.  However, 
the borrow pits, temporary crane pads, contractors compound and w elfare compound and 
batching compound would be reinstated to a condition similar to adjoining undisturbed land 
prior to commencement of the operational phase of the proposed wind farm, with the result 
that the total landtake at the end of the construction phase would reduce to 6.1 ha.  It 
should be noted, however, that this would be distributed throughout the site rather than 
concentrated in a particular area. 

4.148 Any borrow pit excavations would be restored to a combination of low lying moorland/peat 
habitats.  This approach is considered to pose only limited residual effects given the 
relatively modest size of the proposed pits and the potential for replication of vegetation and 

habitats that were lost during their excavation.  Mo reover, there is potential for some 
enhancement of existing habitats at borrow pit locations. 

4.149 The proposed wind farm would also entail the formation of three culverted water crossings.  
These would be of a small enough scale to be unlikely to result in significant effects on the 
fabric or characteristic topography of the site. 

4.150 The construction operations would represent localised changes within the proposed wind 
farm site; the most notable of which could be associated with proposed borrow pits and site 
tracks.  However, it is anticipated that the proposed borrow pits to be restored to a form and 
condition consistent with the adjoining moorland.  On this basis the construction phase is not 
considered likely to result in significant residual effects on landscape fabric. 

Residual Effects on Landscape Character Types during the Construction Phase 

4.151 The effect of construction operations at the site would be localised to construction locations 
would be of relatively short duration and much of the disturbance associated with 
construction operations would be ameliorated during subsequent reinstatement.  
Consequently, they are considered to represent no significant residual effects on landscape 
character either within the site or in the adjacent landscape.  

Residual Operational Impacts 

Residual Effects on Landscape Fabric during the Operational Life of Site 

4.152 No additional effects on landscape fabric would occur during the operational life of the 
proposed wind farm.   

Residual Effects on Landscape Character Types during the Operational Phase 

4.153 Technical Appendix TA4.3 outlines the residual effects of the proposed wind farm on 
landscape character types within the study area.  I t is apparent from this assessment that 
significant effects would be restricted to locations within the following LCTs: 

• Rolling Uplands (LCT INV2): Significant residual effects and cumulative effects would be 
confined to a small number of locations to the north, west and e ast of the proposed 
turbines, including the summits of Beinn Bhuidhe and Coille Mhor; and 

• Farmed and Wooded Foothills (LCT INV6): Significant residual effects, including cumulative 
effects would be confined to locations north of Torness and on elevated locations 
adjoining the River Faraig and Loch Ruthven. 

4.154 In these limited locations significant effects would occur where the proposed wind farm 
would be seen close to receptors, either on its own or as a no table lateral extension to the 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm, or as e xtending downslope towards receptors.  I n the majority of 
locations within these landscapes the proposed wind farm would not represent a w holly 
unique element, and would generally be seen in the context of the Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  
It would, nonetheless, result in localised significant increases in the prominence of wind 
energy development and detract from the adjacent upland landscape.  
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Residual Effects on Designated Landscapes during the Operational Phase 

4.155 Technical Appendix TA4.4 contains an ana lysis of theoretical visibility and c umulative 
visibility of the proposed wind farm, along with an assessment of the predicted residual 
effects on designated landscapes in the study area.  The only designation subject to 
significant effect would be the Loch Ness and Duntelchaig SLA as effects on other 
designations would be ameliorated by a c ombination of distance, the screening effect of 
intervening topography, and/or the relationship between the proposed wind farm and 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  

4.156 Residual effects experienced in Loch Ness and Duntelchaig SLA would range from None to 
Major/Moderate depending upon proximity and clarity of visibility.  Significant effects would 
be confined to locations in the foothills adjacent to Loch Duntelchaig and Loch Ruthven from 
where the proposed wind farm would form a prominent, but not wholly new element on the 
skyline.  T he proposed wind farm is not considered likely to undermine the key 
characteristics or special qualities of this designated area, the key qualities of the ‘Dramatic 
Great Glen’ and ‘Contrasting Intimate Plateau’ as described in table TA4.4, remaining 
intact. 

Residual Effects on Landscape Classifications during Operational Phase 

4.157 Wild Land Areas: Technical Appendix TA4.4 contains an analysis of theoretical visibility and 
cumulative visibility of the proposed wind farm, along with an assessment of the predicted 
residual effects on the Monadhliath Wild Land Area.  It is apparent from this assessment that 
there would be no significant effect on the wild character of the WLA itself as a result of the 
proposed wind farm. 

4.158 Dochfour GDL: Views of up to 12 of the proposed turbines would be provided from elevated 
location on the north-western side of this GDL, on a section of estate road north of Dochfour 
House and bus iness centre.  The turbines would be seen on the skyline over 18 km to the 
southeast and would overlap with the consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  The proposed wind 
farm would appear consistent with Dunmaglass, extending this consented scheme laterally 
slightly.  G iven the limited proportion of this GDL likely to be affected by visibility, the 
distance at which the proposed wind farm would be seen, and i ts position relative to 
Dunmaglass turbines, the magnitude of change would range from None to Slight and the 
residual effect would be None to Moderate/Minor.    

4.159 Tomnahurich Cemetery GDL: The ZTV indicates potential views of all 12 of the proposed 
turbines from the elevated south facing side of the cemetery.  However, this GDL comprises 
an extensively wooded landscape and so  views out are obscured by this vegetation.  
Consequently, receptors at this GDL would be subject to no effect as a result of the proposed 
wind farm.  

4.160 Ley Castle GDL: Whilst the ZTV indicates that there is potential for views of the proposed 
wind farm from the southernmost part of this GDL, in the vicinity of ‘The Grange’, this 
location is enclosed on all sides by mature woodland that would obscure any such visibility.  

Consequently, there would be no residual effect (or cumulative effect) experienced at this 
GDL. 

Residual Effects at Settlements during Operational Phase 

4.161 Inverness: The ZTV indicates theoretical visibility of the proposed wind farm from northern 
sections of the city at South Kessock, Merkinch, Kinmylies, as well as a sm all number of 
locations on the southern edge of Milton of Leys.  H owever, field reconnaissance suggests 
that actual visibility would be substantially restricted by built forms and vegetation, with 
views of the proposed wind farm generally confined to more open areas adjoining the Beauly 
Firth, the River Ness, and elevated locations at Kinmylies.  Where the proposed wind farm is 
visible it would be seen distantly on the horizon to the south (i.e. over 23 km from potential 
receptor locations) and would overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  Views from Milton of 
Leys would be screened by intervening woodland cover.   

4.162 Given the limited extent of visibility from this settlement, the proposed wind farms distance 
from potential receptors, and i ts overlapping appearance relative to the Dunmaglass Wind 
Farm, the magnitude of change at this settlement would be Negligible and the residual effect 
would be Moderate/Minor. 

4.163 In cumulative terms, the proposed wind farm would be seen in conjunction with Dunmaglass, 
Farr, Glen Kyllachy. Moy, Auchmore and Fai rburn turbines, the closest developments to 
potential receptor locations being the existing/consented Moy and Farr wind farms (13.5 km 
and 15 km, respectively).  The greatest cumulative visibility would occur at open elevated 
location in the vicinity of Kinmylies from where the pattern of cumulative developments 
would appear as a se ries of distinct development positioned at relatively regular spacings 
along the skyline.  The proposed wind farm would be consistent with and blend in with this 
pattern, the proposed wind farm being relatively recessive in views due to its distance and 
overlapping position.  Consequently, the magnitude of cumulative change attributable to the 
proposed wind farm would be Negligible and the residual cumulative effect would be 
Moderate/Minor. 

4.164 North Kessock: According to the ZTVs the proposed wind farm would be visible from a large 
proportion of this settlement.  H owever, whilst views from the southern extents of the 
settlement, adjoining the coast, would be uninterrupted, those from within the residential 
streets in the settlement interior would be subject to interruption by buildings and 
vegetation.  Where the proposed wind farm is visible it would appear distantly in the horizon 
to the south-east and would overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  As a consequence it 
would represent limited or barely perceptible alteration to the view and a Moderate/Minor 
residual effect at this settlement. 

4.165 Viewed from this settlement the proposed wind farm would be seen in conjunction with the 
existing/consented Auchmore, Corriegarth, Dunmaglass, Farr, Moy and Stronelairg 
developments, the closets development being Farr and Moy which are located at around 16 
km from this settlement.  As w ith the cumulative visibility from Inverness, cumulative 
developments would appear as a series of distinct developments positioned at relatively 

Volume 2: Main Report 
Chapter 4: Landscape and Visual 4 - 17  

 



RES Aberarder Wind Farm  

Environmental Statement 

 
regular spacings along the skyline from this settlement.  The proposed wind farm would be 
consistent with and blend in with this pattern, the proposed wind farm being relatively 
recessive in views due to its distance and overlapping position.  Consequently, the magnitude 
of cumulative change attributable to the proposed wind farm would be Negligible and the 
residual cumulative effect would be Moderate/Minor. 

4.166 Avoch: The proposed wind farm would be seen distantly (at distances in excess of 34 km) on 
the skyline to the south of this settlement and would be almost entirely overlap with the 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  G iven the distance at which the proposed wind farm would be 
visible and its overlapping position with and existing/consented wind farm, it would 
represent barely discernible (Negligible) change and a Minor residual effect on the amenity 
of this settlement. 

4.167 The primary cumulative context for the proposed wind farm would be that of the 
existing/consented Farr and Dunmaglass wind farms.  Given the relative distances and 
visibility of these schemes, the overlapping position of the proposed wind farm and 
consequent consistency with the existing/consented cumulative context, the cumulative 
change attributable to the proposed wind farm would be Negligible and its cumulative effect 
would be Minor.  This would remain the case in the event of the proposed wind farms in the 
study area being implemented. 

Residual Effects on Road and Rail Receptors during the Operational Phase 

4.168 The location of roads subject to potential views of the Proposed Wind Farm is shown in Figure 
4.17a.  Technical Appendix TA4.6 contains a detailed statistical analysis of theoretical 
visibility of the proposed wind farm along with its cumulative visibility from individual 
segments or sections of each route.  Each segment is referenced in Figure 4.17a.  This 
analysis is based on ZTV outputs and so represents a worst case scenario as the ZTVS do not 
reflect the screening effect of existing vegetation, micro-topography or built structures.  A 
summary of these findings is outlined below in respect of the key routes identified in the 
baseline assessment.  W here field reconnaissance indicates that there would be variance 
from the pattern of theoretical visibility this is commented upon. 

4.169 The A9: According to the statistical analysis and ZTV, views of the proposed wind farm would 
be confined to a t otal of 16.8 km of this 101 km long route, visibility occurring between 
Duncaster and N orth Kessock on the Black Isle, Kessock Bridge, between Inverness and 
Daviot, and between Slochd and Findhorn Bridge.   

4.170 Southbound road users on the Black Isle and Kessock Bridge would see the proposed wind 
farm on the skyline to the southeast or south at distances of between 24.7 and 30.4 km.  The 
proposed turbines would generally be seen overlapping with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  The 
existing Farr and Auchmore wind farms and consented Bhlaraidh, Corriegarth, Fairburn Moy 
and Stronelairg wind farms would also be visible.  With the exception of Auchmore, Bhlaraidh 
and Fairburn, which are located to the west of the Great Glen, the cumulative developments 
would appear as a series of relatively evenly spaced development on the Monadhliaths to the 
east of the Great Glen.  Given the proposed wind farm’s distance from this section of the A9, 

its overlapped appearance with Dunmaglass Wind Farm and consequential limited influence 
within this expansive view, the magnitude of change would be negligible. Similarly, seen in 
conjunction with the existing and consented wind farms development, the proposed wind 
farm would result in Negligible cumulative change.  

4.171 Between Inverness and Daviot southbound road users would experience glimpses of up to 12 
turbines (generally blade tips) in the vicinity of Daviot.  The proposed turbines would be seen 
at distances in excess of 19.7 km and w ould overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  In 
cumulative terms, the proposed wind farm would also be seen in the context of the 
consented Moy turbines (seen around 6.3 km to the southeast of this section of the A9).  
Given the limited visibility of the proposed wind farm from this section of the route, its 
overlapping position relative to Dunmaglass the magnitude of change would be Negligible.  
This would also be the case in respect of the cumulative change if Moy is taken into account. 

4.172 Whilst there is theoretical visibility between Slochd and Findhorn Bridge field reconnaissance 
suggests that the proposed wind farm would be screened by intervening vegetation.  
Consequently the proposed wind farm would result in no change on this section of the A9. 

4.173 On the basis of the preceding analysis regarding the A9, this route would be subject to no 
residual effects except for Moderate/Minor effects between Duncaster and North Kessock on 
the Black Isle, on the Kessock Bridge, and in the vicinity of Daviot. 

4.174 A82: The ZTVs and statistical analysis in TA4.6 indicate potential visibility from locations 
between Inverness and Abr iachan, and be tween Bunloit and Al ltsigh.  H owever, field 
reconnaissance suggests that much of this route is flanked to the southeast by a wooded strip 
of lochside vegetation.  C onsequently, views towards the proposed wind farm would be 
filtered through this intervening vegetation.  Where the proposed wind farm is discernible it 
would be glimpsed at distances of between 13.6 km and 2 2.2 km on the skyline on the 
opposite side of the Great Glen.  The proposed wind farm would be seen as either a cluster 
of turbines overlapping with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm, or as blade tips.  Given the 
restricted nature of visibility and the relatively limited proportion of the route affected, the 
magnitude of change would range from None to Slight, representing residual effects ranging 
from None to Moderate. 

4.175 A96: Of the 14.4 km of this route within the study area, the proposed wind farm would be 
visible from a maximum of 2.1 km; in the vicinity of Alturie Point and Brackley.  However, 
the proposed wind farm would appear as up to 3 blade tips and would be seen at distances of 
between 26 km and 34 km and would not be readily discernible, equating to no change and 
no residual effect (None). 

4.176 A835: Whilst the ZTV and statistical analysis for this route indicate potential views of all 12 
of the proposed turbine it is apparent from field reconnaissance that woodland and forest 
cover in the gently undulating fields adjoining this route would restrict any such visibility to 
glimpses of the proposed wind farm, which would be seen at distances of over 31 km.  The 
proposed wind farm would appear on the skyline, substantially overlapping with Dunmaglass 
Wind Farm.  G iven the limited proportion of the route affected, its distance from the 
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proposed wind farm, and the wind farms context in respect of Dunmaglass Wind Farm, the 
magnitude of change would be Negligible, and the residual effect would be Moderate/Minor. 

4.177 B851: Whilst the ZTV indicates potential views of the proposed wind farm from a 4.5 km 
stretch of this road between Culloden and Daviot the actual visibility would be intermittent 
and limited to around a 1 .8 km section of this route in the vicinity of the Culloden 
battlefield.  On this part of the route the proposed wind farm would be seen to the south-
southwest of the route at distances of between 20 km and 21.2 km and would appear on the 
skyline amidst Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  Thereafter, as the route progresses south-westwards 
visibility would be interrupted by mixed forest alongside the River Nairn.  With the exception 
of Dunmaglass Wind Farm cumulative visibility would only occur approaching the A9 
carriageway from where Moy and Farr wind farms would be seen sequentially.  Given the 
distance at which the proposed wind farm would be seen and its overlapping position relative 
to Dunmaglass Wind Farm, the magnitude of change on this section of the route would be 
Negligible.  This would also be the case in respect of the potential cumulative change. 

4.178 As this route progresses south-westwards through Strathnairn between the A9 and the B851, 
south of Torness the proposed wind farm would be screened from much of this route by a 
combination of intervening topography and vegetation.  However, the proposed wind farm 
would be visible from locations north of Milton of Farr (Ref. Viewpoint 5), in the vicinity of 
Aberarder House, and approaching Cairn Ardachy.  V iewed from locations in the vicinity of 
Milton of Farr, the proposed wind farm would appear on the skyline around 12 km to the 
south and would overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  Whilst the turbines would occupy 
a slightly more prominent position than those of Dunmaglass Wind Farm they would represent 
a Slight magnitude of change.  In contrast, viewed from locations in the vicinity of Aberarder 
House and Cairn Ardachy the proposed wind farm would be seen at a distance of between 4.6 
and 5.1 km, the development appearing on its own as blade tips on the horizon.  Given the 
proximity of these receptor locations to the proposed wind farm the magnitude of change on 
this part of the route would be Moderate. 

4.179 On the basis of the preceding assessment for the B851, and assuming use of the route by both 
tourist and local road users, the residual effects would vary from None on the majority of the 
route to Moderate -Moderate/Minor north of Torness and Moderate – Major/Moderate at 
Aberarder House and Cairn Ardachy. 

4.180 The B861: The ZTV indicates that southbound road users would be able to see all 12 turbines 
from the majority of this route between Inverness and Invernarnie at distances of between 14 
km and 19.8 km.  Ho wever, the forest cover associated with Drummossie Muir would 
foreshorten such views for approximately 1.5 km, and thereafter, on the approach to 
Inverarnie, forest blocks adjoining the route would limit visibility to glimpsed views only.  
Where the proposed wind farm is visible it would be seen on the skyline of this viewpoint and 
would substantially overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm and is therefore likely to be 
perceived as part of this consented scheme.  Given the proposed wind farms distance from 
this route, the limited proportion of the view that it would occupy, and i ts consistency of 
design and overlapping position relative to Dunmaglass Wind Farm, the magnitude of change 

would be Slight.  Similarly, the proposed wind farm would represent a Slight magnitude of 
cumulative change.  This route is considered to be of secondary importance to those routes 
regularly utilised by tourists and so the sensitivity of the route is considered to be medium.  
On the basis of the preceding analysis of visibility and change, receptors on this route would 
be subject to Moderate/Minor effects.  Viewpoint 16 is located on this route. 

4.181 In addition to cumulative visibility with Dunmaglass Wind Farm the proposed wind farm would 
be seen in conjunction and se quence with Auchmore, Farr, millennium, Moy, Bhlaraidh, 
Corriegarth and Tom nan Clach wind farms.  With the exception of Auchmore, which would 
be seen to the northwest of this route, and Moy and Tom nan Clach, which would be seen to 
the east, the cumulative context would appear to the south and southwest of this route.  The 
developments on the Monadhliaths would be the most visible, appearing as a series of distinct 
wind farms at relatively regular spacings. 

4.182 The B862:  The proposed wind farm would be screened from the majority of this route, with 
the exception of intermittent views of up to 12 turbines from a 2 km stretch adjoining Loch 
Duntelchaig and a 1.5 km section of the route north of Torness (Viewpoint 7 is representative 
of the views obtained from these sections of the route).  Where visible, the proposed wind 
farm would be seen at distances of between 8.7 km and 10 km and would extend along the 
skyline to the north of the consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm. The Dunmaglass Wind Farm and 
proposed wind farm would be partially obscured by intervening topography, and w ould 
appear as a single development.  Other wind farms visible would include the consented Moy 
and Stronelairg wind farms, which would be seen distantly to the northeast and so uth, 
respectively. Whilst the proposed wind farm would occupy a pr ominent skyline position it 
would be partially overlap the consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm, and would affect a 
relatively small proportion of the view. Consequently, the magnitude of change would be 
Moderate, representing a localised alteration to an otherwise unaltered context. 

4.183 The majority of this route would be subject to no change and no residual effects.  However, 
at Loch Duntelchaig and on the approach to Torness the residual effect and cumulative 
effects would be Major/Moderate and significant. 

4.184 Inverness to Perth railway:  The ZTVs indicate potential visibility from sections of this route 
as it passes through Culloden Forest, alongside the River Nairn northeast of Daviot, and 
alongside the A9 by Creag an Tuim Bhig.  However, the section of route in Culloden is largely 
in cutting, the section by Daviot is enclosed by mixed woodland, and the section by Creag an 
Tuim Bhig is enclosed by forest.  Consequently, no discernible effects are anticipated on this 
route. 

Residual Effects on Recreational Routes during the Operational Life of the Site 

4.185 The theoretical visibility from different segments or sections of each route, based on ZTV 
outputs, is summarised statistically in TA4.6. The segments for recreational routes are 
located in Figure 4.17b.   
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4.186 The Great Glen Way: The ZTV indicates that up to three of the proposed turbines (blade tips 

only) would be visible from this route east of Sron na Muic, as it approaches Invermoriston.  
However, field reconnaissance suggests that this section of the route is enclosed by trees and 
buildings and so such views would be intermittent, often filtered through the intervening 
vegetation, and seen at distances of over 14 km.  The proposed wind farm would be seen in 
conjunction with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm, and the consented Corriegarth Wind Farm.  
Given the restricted visibility and the distance at which the proposed wind farm would be 
seen, the magnitude of change wrought by the proposed wind farm would be Negligible on 
this section of the route.  T his would also apply to the potential cumulative change 
attributable to the proposed wind farm.  

4.187 As the route progresses northwards along the western side of the Great Glen further 
intermittent visibility of up to twelve turbines would occur between Creag nan Eun  Forest 
and Urquhart Bay, the turbines appearing on the skyline on the opposite side of Loch Ness, at 
a distance of between 14.7 km and 22.2 km.  The proposed wind farm would appear closely 
abutting the Dunmaglass Wind Farm and would generally be perceived as par t of this 
consented development.  O ther wind farms visible from this section of the route would 
include the existing Farr wind farm and consented Corriegarth and Stronelairg developments 
which would all be seen distantly on the skyline to the southeast whereas the consented 
Bhlaraidh turbines would be seen, to the west of this route.  T he proposed extension to 
Corriegarth and Glen Kyllachy schemes would also be visible to the southeast of this route.  
Given the intermittent nature of potential views of the proposed wind farm, its distance from 
this route and the consequent small proportion of the view that it would occupy, and its 
proximity to the Dunmaglass Wind Farm, the magnitude of change (and cumulative change) 
would be Slight on this section of the route. 

4.188 North of Drumnadrochit, visibility would be infrequent, generally occurring on open elevated 
slopes at Meall na h-Ellrig, and o n the western approach to Inverness, by Kinmylies, from 
where all twelve of the proposed turbines would be visible at distances of between 14.3 km 
and 23.5 km.  The proposed wind farm would appear as a  balanced and cohesive grouping 
extending north from, and partially overlap with the Dunmaglass Wind Farm. The cumulative 
developments would appear as three large scale clusters of turbines on the skyline on the 
opposite side of the Great Glen, the proposed Glen Kyllachy turbines aligned with the 
existing Farr Wind Farm, whilst the Corriegarth extension would merge with the consented 
Corriegarth scheme.  As on the preceding section of the route between Invermoriston and 
Drumnadrochit, the intermittence of visibility and distance of the proposed wind farm means 
the magnitude of change on this northernmost section of the route would be Slight. 

4.189 On the basis of the preceding analysis the residual effect on receptors using this recreational 
trail would range from None (in locations where the proposed wind farm would be screened), 
to Moderate/Minor in locations approaching Invermoriston from the south, to Moderate in a 
small number of elevated open positions between Invermoriston and Drumnadrochit, and 
between Drumnadrochit and Inverness.  Consequently, no significant effects are anticipated 
on this route. 

4.190 National Cycleway 7:  according to the statistical analysis in TA4.6, views of the proposed 
wind farm would be confined to a 2 .5 km stretch of the cycleway including 0.3 km by the 
River Findhorn (between 16 and 17 km from the proposed wind farm), and between Craggie 
and the Mains of Daltulich, adjoining the River Nairn (between 19 and 2 1.5 km from the 
proposed wind farm.  However, it is apparent from field reconnaissance that views from both 
of these sections of the route are enclosed by structural vegetation which means that the 
proposed wind farm would be entirely obscured.  Consequently, there would be no residual 
effect on receptors using this route. 

Viewpoint Analysis 

4.191 Technical Appendix TA4.5:  Viewpoint Analysis contains an analysis of theoretical visibility 
and cumulative visibility of the proposed operational wind farm, along with an assessment of 
the predicted residual effects on designated landscapes in the study area.  Table 4.7a and 
4.7b, summarises the findings of the Viewpoint Analysis.   

4.192 It is apparent from the findings in this table that significant residual effects, including 
cumulative effects, would be confined to Viewpoints 7 (North of Torness) and Viewpoint 13 
(Stac Gorm summit).  It is also apparent that the residual effect and cumulative effects are 
very closely correlated.  This is because the baseline context includes the Dunmaglass wind 
farm, which also represents the key cumulative context for the proposed wind farm. 
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Table 4.7a: Summary of Residual Effects on Landscape Character at Viewpoints  

Table 4.7b: Summary of Residual Effects on Visual Amenity at Viewpoints 

Vpt 
No. Location Co-ordinates Distance/Direction to the 

Proposed Wind Farm 
Residual Effect on Visual Amenity at Viewpoint Residual Cumulative Effect on Visual Amenity at 

Viewpoint 

1 Daviot Village E271004, N838471 18.07 km/SSW Minor to Moderate/Minor Minor to Moderate/Minor 

2 A9. In lay-by south of Tomatin -  E280994, N827713 16.64 km/WSW None None 

3 Reindoul E256241, N835217 16.18 km/SSE Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

4 A82. Southwest Inverness E263085, N842271 21.97 km/S Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

5 B851 Milton of Farr E268405, N833204 12.29 km/SSW Moderate to Moderate/Minor Moderate to Moderate/Minor 

6 Balbeg Bunloit E249345, N824363 15.13 km/ESE Moderate/Minor to Moderate Moderate/Minor to Moderate 

7 B862 North of Torness E257847, N827631 9.21 km/SE Moderate Moderate 

8 Balnagrantach. At Cairn near Drumnadrochit E249454, N831460 18.19 km/SE Moderate to Moderate/Minor Moderate to Moderate/Minor 

9 Carn Sgurlain summit E268296, N805813 14.61 km/NNW Moderate Moderate 

10 Geal Charn, Monadhliath Mountains E256291, N798988 22.87 km/NNE Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

Vpt 
No. Location Co-ordinates Distance/Direction to the 

Proposed Wind Farm Residual Effect on Landscape Character at Viewpoint Residual Cumulative Effect on Landscape Character at 
Viewpoint 

1 Daviot Village E271004, N 838471 18.07 km/SSW Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

2 A9. In lay-by south of Tomatin -  E280994, N 827713 16.64 km/WSW None None 

3 Reindoul E256241, N835217 16.18 km/SSE Moderate Moderate 

4 A82. Southwest Inverness E263085, N 842271 21.97 km/S Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

5 B851 Milton of Farr E268405, N833204 12.29 km/SSW Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

6 Balbeg Bunloit E249345, N824363 15.13 km/ESE Moderate Moderate 

7 B862 North of Torness E257847, N827631 9.21 km/SE Major/Moderate Major/Moderate 

8 Balnagrantach. At Cairn near Drumnadrochit E249454, N831460 18.19 km/SE Moderate Moderate 

9 Carn Sgurlain summit E268296, N805813 14.61 km/NNW Moderate Moderate 

10 Geal Charn, Monadhliath Mountains E256299, N798959 22.87 km/NNE Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

11 A9. North of Kessock Bridge E266071, N847930 26/58 km/S Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

12 Carr Ban Mor summit E289313, N797200 32.99 km/NW Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

13 Stac Gorm Summit E263045, N827319 6.16 km/SSE Major/Moderate Major/Moderate 

14 Portclair Forest, Invermoriston E240771, N815627 23.17 km/ENE Moderate Moderate 

15 Carn Dubh, nr Killin Lodge E251261, N809392 16.88 km/NE Minor Minor 

16 B861. Inverness to Farr road E267392, N839161 17.95 km/S Minor Minor 

17 Carn na Leitire, near Abriachan E254887, N833566 15.59 km/SE Moderate Moderate 

18 Carn Na Saobhaidhe Summit E260028, N814496 7.19 km/NE Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

19 Geal - Charn Mor Summit E283631, N812327 19.62 km/WNW Moderate Moderate 

20 Meall Fuar Mhonaidh Summit E245893, N822193 18.16 km/E Moderate Moderate 
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Vpt 
No. Location Co-ordinates Distance/Direction to the 

Proposed Wind Farm 
Residual Effect on Visual Amenity at Viewpoint Residual Cumulative Effect on Visual Amenity at 

Viewpoint 

11 A9. North of Kessock Bridge E266071, N847930 26/58 km/S Moderate/Minor - Minor Moderate/Minor - Minor 

12 Carr Ban Mor summit E289313, N797200 32.99 km/NW Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

13 Stac Gorm Summit E263045, N827319 6.16 km/SSE Major/Moderate Major/Moderate 

14 Portclair Forest, Invermoriston E240771, N815627 23.17 km/ENE Moderate Moderate 

15 Carn Dubh, nr Killin Lodge E251261, N809392 16.88 km/NE Moderate/Minor Moderate/Minor 

16 B861. Inverness to Farr road E267392, N839161 17.95 km/S Minor to Moderate/Minor Minor to Moderate/Minor 

17 Carn na Leitire, near Abriachan E254887, N833566 15.59 km/SE Moderate Moderate 

18 Carn Na Saobhaidhe Summit E260028, N814496 7.19 km/NE Moderate Moderate 

19 Geal - Charn Mor Summit E283631, N812327 19.62 km/WNW Moderate Moderate 

20 Meall Fuar Mhonaidh Summit E245893, N822193 18.16 km/E Moderate Moderate 
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Summary 

4.193 The preceding LVIA was undertaken in accordance with current best practice and was 
intended to identify potentially significant effects on the landscape and visual resource of a 
study area equivalent to 35 km radius from the outermost turbines of the proposed wind 
farm. 

4.194 The assessment includes a brief summary of the legislative and policy context and guidance 
(Ref. Paragraphs 4.5 – 4.25) of relevance to the development and this assessment.  
Consideration of this and other non landscape policies is given in the Planning Statement that 
accompanies the application for the proposed wind farm.  From this policy context and 
guidance analysis it is apparent that: 

• the proposed wind farm is situated in an Area of Search for wind farm developments (as 
defined by THC), in which there is the greatest potential for wind farm development; and  

• in an ar ea classified by SNH as Ar ea 1-2 of  ar ea classified by SNH which have low to 
medium sensitivity to the type of development proposed in natural heritage terms. 

4.195 The Baseline Context section of the LVIA comprises details of the existing landscape and 
visual context against which the effect the proposed wind farm was judged.  This comprises a 
description of existing landforms and hydrological features in the study area and site, 
landcover and l anduse, settlement, transportation and r ecreational routes, landscape 
designations and c lassifications, and l andscape character types.  It is apparent from this 
baseline appraisal that the proposed wind farm would be situated remotely; 

• in an area with few receptors; 

• outwith any designated landscapes; and  

• in a landscape of a scale, form and relative simplicity that is appropriate to wind farm 
development as indicated by the presence of, and c ontinued interest for wind energy 
development. 

4.196 The baseline also outlines the cumulative context of existing, consented and proposed wind 
farms within the study area and i mmediately surrounding it that may contribute to any 
significant cumulative effects.  T he presence of existing wind farms and t he under 
construction Dunmaglass Wind Farm formed the basis of the baseline context for the 
proposed wind farm.  The pattern and scale of the cumulative developments and potential 
for carefully sited and designed extensions to existing and consented schemes was considered 
an important element in the capacity of the landscape.  

4.197 The Potential Significant Effects section (Ref Paragraph 4.116 to 4.124) outlines the potential 
sources of significant effects associated with the proposed wind farm during its construction 
and subsequent operation, and the Mitigation section (Ref Paragraph 4.125 to 4.143) sets out 
the proposed mitigation measures adopted in order to avoid, ameliorate or compensate such 
effects.  The primary source of mitigation in respect of the operational wind farm concerned 

a sensitive design approach intended to ensure consistency between the proposed wind farm 
and the consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm in order to ensure the two schemes appear as a 
single development.  This also entailed carefully siting of turbines so that they would appear, 
as far as possible, within the same ‘envelope’ as the Dunmaglass Wind Farm in views thereby 
avoiding any significant lateral extension of the Dunmaglass scheme or widespread 
appearance of proposed turbines on their own.  T he efficacy of these approaches is 
evidenced in the LVIA and more particularly, in TA 4.5 which describes the appearance of the 
proposed wind farm. 

4.198 Table 4.8, summarises the significant landscape and visual effects predicted to arise from the 
proposed wind farm.  In THC terms these significant effects are taken to constitute Strong 
Negative effects.  

Table 4.8: Summary of Potential Impacts of the proposed wind farm, Mitigation and Residual Impacts 

Likely Significant Effects Mitigation Proposed Means of 
Implementation 

Outcome/Residual 
Effects 

Construction  

Key sources of potential 
significant effects as 
described in the 
Potential Significant 
Effects section. 

In accordance with the 
Mitigation section of this 
Chapter. 

Integrated design and 
working methods in 
accordance with the 
Mitigation section of 
this Chapter. 

Reduction of land take 
and disturbance as well 
as duration of effects 
with consequence that 
construction effects on 
landscape fabric would 
be Moderate and not 
significant. 

Key sources of potential 
effects as described in 
the Potential Significant 
Effects section. 
Effects on landscape 
character and visual 
amenity would include 
alteration to the existing 
gently graded topography 
at the site, loss of 
characteristic moorland 
vegetation, and 
establishment of what 
could be anomalous 
infrastructure. 

In accordance with the 
Mitigation section of this 
Chapter. 

Integrated design and 
working methods in 
accordance with the 
Mitigation section of 
this Chapter, 
paragraphs 4.125 to 
4.143. 

Minimisation of 
disturbance, reduction in 
the extent of existing 
landcover and landform 
that would be altered and 
rapid reinstatement of 
temporary construction 
elements.  Effects on 
landscape character and 
visual amenity would be 
Moderate in the 
immediate vicinity of the 
site, reducing to 
Moderate/Minor or None 
in more distant locations.  

Operational 

Potential sources of 
operational effects would 
include wind turbine 
generators and 
anemometer masts; 
• access tracks; 
• any retained off-site 

highway 
improvements; 

In accordance with the 
Mitigation section of this 
Chapter. 

Integrated design and 
working methods in 
accordance with the 
Mitigation section of 
this Chapter. 

Significant effects would 
occur within parts of the  
• Rolling Uplands (LCT 

INV2) and Farmed and 
Wooded Foothills 
(LCT INV6); 

• Loch Ness and 
Duntelchaig SLA; 

• the B851, in the 
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Likely Significant Effects Mitigation Proposed Means of 

Implementation 
Outcome/Residual 
Effects 

• any new roads for 
HGV delivers 
established during 
the construction 
phase of the 
proposed wind farm; 

• cabling and grid 
connection;  

• external transformer 
buildings; and 

• sub-station /Site 
control building. 

vicinity of  Aberarder 
House and Cairn 
Ardachy; 

• the B862 on the 
approach to Torness; 
and 

• at viewpoint 7 
(Torness), and 
Viewpoint 13 (Stac 
Gorm). 

4.199 It is apparent from the relatively limited incidence of significant landscape and visual effects 
and the broader findings of the preceding assessment that there is capacity within the 
Monadhliaths in the vicinity of the Dunmaglass Wind Farm development (currently under 
construction) as long as any such development is carefully designed to dovetail with existing 
or consented wind farms, thereby forming an e xtension, and t hat the resultant combined 
developments adhere to the emerging pattern and scale of developments on the 
Monadhliaths.  The proposed wind farm is considered to achieve all of these objectives. 
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