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PREFACE 

An Environmental Statement (ES) has been prepared in support of a 
planning application by RES Limited (RES). The application seeks 
planning permission from The Highland Council to construct a wind 
farm comprising 12 wind turbines and associated elements at 
Aberarder in Strathnairn.  

The application has been prepared in accordance with the Town and 
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2011 (as amended). The ES contains the information from 
the Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed development 
and it comprises three volumes: 

• Volume II: Main Report, containing assessment chapters and 
figures; 

• Volume III: Landscape and Visual Assessment Figures; and 
• Volume IV: Technical Appendices. 

This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) sets out the key messages and 
findings of the ES. 

Associated documentation that has also been submitted with the 
planning application and ES includes: 

• Planning Statement;  
• Transport Assessment; and 
• Pre-application Consultation Report. 
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Further information is also available on the project website 
(http://www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk) and hard copies of the ES and 
other documentation can be viewed at the following locations: 

The Highland Council 
Planning & Development Services 
Glenurquhart Road 
Inverness 
IV3 5NX 

Farr Community Hall 
Farr 
Strathnairn 
IV2 6 

Development and Infrastructure 
Service 
Kintail House 
Beechwood Business Park 
Inverness 

Highland Council Service 
Point 
21-23 Church Street 
Inverness 
IV1 1DY 

 

Copies can also be purchased at a cost of £350 for a paper copy of all 
documents or £15 for an electronic version of all documents on CD, 
from: 

RES Ltd 
3rd Floor 
STV 
Pacific Quay 
Glasgow 
G51 1PQ 

Paper copies of this NTS are available free of charge. 

 3 Non-Technical Summary 

 

http://www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk/


 

Aberarder Wind Farm 
Non-Technical Summary 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Overview 

This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) provides an overview of the 
Environmental Statement (ES). It summarises the key elements and 
findings of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) carried out by 
RES to assess the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
proposed Aberarder Wind Farm. 

RES is proposing a 12-turbine project at Aberarder Wind Farm.  The 
turbines will have a maximum height of up to 130m to the highest 
point of the blade tip.  The proposal includes a network of site tracks, 
permanent wind monitoring mast and temporary wind monitoring 
masts, electrical connection works, a control building and substation, 
and associated temporary construction infrastructure. 
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SITE LOCATION 
Site Selection 

RES uses a sophisticated software system using an objective scoring 
system to find sites that are favourable for wind farm development. 

Once a site is located, detailed feasibility assessments are undertaken 
to identify what scale of development is appropriate. 

The proposed Aberarder Wind Farm is located approximately 4.5 
kilometres (km) to the southeast of Aberarder House which sits 
adjacent to the B851 within Strathnairn on the northern edge of the 
Monadhliath Mountains. 

The site comprises mainly commercial grouse moorland.  Several 
watercourses run through the site and drain towards the River Nairn 
to the north. 

Aberarder Wind Farm is proposed directly north of the consented 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm, which is currently being constructed by SSE 
Renewables. 
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Project Design Evolution 

The project design is the product of an iterative process ensuring that 
the proposal not only optimises the potential of the site but also 
minimises the potential impacts on the environment. 

Initial designs used a much larger area but this was reduced in light of 
the potential impact of a more extensive layout on the local 
environment.  

At the scoping stage a layout of 13 turbines with a tip height of 130 m 
was suggested but following feedback the final layout of 12 turbines 
was identified as more appropriate.  This is detailed in Chapter 3 of 
Volume II of the ES. 

RES has designed Aberarder Wind Farm, so that the visual extent of 
the proposed turbines is as far as possible contained within the 
consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm turbine envelope. 

A key design principle has been to design Aberarder to be a good 
visual fit with the consented Dunmaglass turbines to the south. 

A blade tip height of 130m is considered the most appropriate taking 
into account the many different design parameters that exist. 
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICY 

The importance of renewable energy is underlined by support shown 
in energy and climate change policy at international, national and 
local levels. 

The proposed Aberarder Wind Farm will be considered by The 
Highland Council and the key land use planning policies that they will 
consider in determining the application include: 

• The Highland-wide Local Development Plan (2012); and 

• Inverness Local Plan (2006, as continued in force, April 2012). 

In addition, the Council will consider a number of other documents, 
policies and guidance that will include The Highland Renewable 
Energy Strategy and Planning Guidelines (HRES) (2006), the Onshore 
Wind Energy: Interim Supplementary Guidance (March 2012) the 
Scottish Government’s Scottish Planning Policy and Planning Advice 
Notes and also national policy statements and advice on renewable 
energy. 
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Kelburn Wind Farm, Ayrshire, height to tip 100m  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVITY 

There are no ecological designations within the planning application 
boundary but there are 5 Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated 
largely to protect Slavonian grebe at distances of 6.5 km to 19 km of 
the site.   

The Development is located in the River Nairn catchment with two 
burns (Crom allt Beag and Allt Mor) within the site boundary that flow 
north into the River Nairn.  Various smaller watercourses that cross 
the main site feed into this.   

There are a number of Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems 
present within the site.  Careful design of site infrastructure will be 
required to mitigate potential impacts upon these areas. 

Technical assessments have been conducted to determine the site’s 
suitability for wind turbines including detailed analysis of noise, 
shadow flicker and residential amenity and these are reported within 
the ES. 
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SITE CONSTRUCTION & DECOMMISSIONING 

Typical Construction Sequence 

Construction of the proposed wind farm is expected to last between 
12 to 18 months.  During this time a range of tasks will be undertaken 
on site.  When construction starts, all construction traffic will use the 
existing site entrance that was constructed for the neighbouring 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  Also, the constructed Dunmaglass access 
tracks will be used to reach the Aberarder Wind Farm. 

The new Aberarder site tracks will then be prepared by creating a 
network of new tracks as described in Chapter 3 of Volume II of the 
Environmental Statement.  During this period there will be a 
temporary construction compound housing the site office.  In 
preparation for the arrival of the turbines the concrete foundations 
will be prepared and the electrical infrastructure such as cables and 
sub-station buildings installed. 

The wind turbines will be delivered in parts on specially designed 
heavy goods vehicles and assembled on site using a crane.  Once the 
turbines are installed a rigorous period of testing and commissioning 
commences.  

It is proposed that normal construction hours will be Monday to 
Saturday from 7.00am to 8.00pm. However, working hours will be 
agreed with The Highland Council prior to the commencement of 
works and these will also be refined as necessary to take account of 
identified environmental and community interests and (with prior 
agreement) critical operational requirements.  
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Construction Quality Assurance 

The proposed wind farm will be constructed by an experienced 
construction contractor with a proven track record working on similar 
projects in accordance with international and UK standards in respect 
of quality, health, safety and environmental conservation.  

The appointed construction contractor will be obliged to adopt the 
environmental working practices as approved by The Highland 
Council. 

Decommissioning 

The expected operational life of the wind farm is 25 years from the 
date of commissioning. At the end of this period turbines could be 
refurbished, removed, or replaced.  Refurbishment or replacement 
would require relevant new permissions. 

Decommissioning a wind farm entails the removal of the turbine 
components, transformers, the sub-station and associated buildings.  
Some access tracks could however be left on site to preserve the 
benefit of improved site access for the landowner and wider 
community. 

Concrete foundations are not normally removed in decommissioning.  
The exposed portion of the concrete plinth would be removed and the 
entire foundation would be covered over with soil and reseeded 
appropriately. Impacts from construction and decommissioning are 
temporary and appropriate mitigation can be employed to avoid 
permanent impacts.  
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The EIA Process  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/resource/0043/00432582.gif  
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) 

Assessing the project’s environmental impacts enables stakeholders to 
understand the potential environmental effects of a project.    

The EIA identifies and assesses the potential impacts associated with 
the construction, operation and decommissioning of the proposed 
wind farm.  By understanding the site’s sensitivity and combining this 
with the magnitude of effect from the project, taking account of any 
potential mitigation, the likely residual effect can be assessed. 

The assessment is recorded in the Environmental Statement (ES).  For 
each potential development impact, the ‘worst case’ is considered.  
This ensures that the environmental scenarios likely to cause the 
greatest environmental impact are taken into account for the project. 
The assessment covers: 

• Landscape and Visual;  

• Ecology; 

• Ornithology;  
• Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology; 

• Cultural Heritage;  

• Noise; and 

• Access, Traffic and Transport.  
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Landscape & Visual 

The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) considered a 
35km radius study area and involved a desk study, field survey and 
computer modelling.   

Following baseline assessment of the current landscape sensitivity and 
an iterative ’design and assess‘ site evolution the residual effect of 
the development was assessed in accordance with current guidelines 
by a professional Landscape Architect.   

The LVIA also considered the possible cumulative effect arising from 
the proposed development in conjunction with other proposed, 
approved and constructed wind farms in the local area. 

LVIA Findings  

Landscape Effects 

During construction of the proposed development, there would be 
some unavoidable significant effects on the landscape of the site that 
would occur from the construction process.  These effects are 
however limited and would cease after the construction period.   

Once operational the assessment concludes that while a few 
significant effects will occur, these would be restricted to locations 
within a relatively limited geographical area and would avoid the 
majority of sensitive locations including designated landscapes, 
Search Areas for Wild Land and Designed Landscapes, settlements and 
key transportation and recreational routes.  
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Visual Effects 

There would be limited significant visual impacts arising in the area 
surrounding the proposed site in the vicinity of Aberarder House on 
the B851.  However these effects are isolated in nature and the design 
of the development has produced a scheme that largely exists within 
the visual envelope of the consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm. 

The development takes advantage of its proximity to the Dunmaglass 
Wind Farm in so far as there would be few locations where Aberarder 
Wind Farm will not be seen concurrently with Dunmaglass Wind Farm, 
consequently not introducing views of turbines to areas currently 
devoid of wind farm development.  This approach is considered 
crucial to ensure that the capacity of the landscape is not exceeded. 
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Overall LVIA Conclusions 

Any on-shore wind farm in the UK will result in some significant 
effects, including effects outwith the site itself.   

The development has been carefully designed to dovetail with the 
Dunmaglass Wind Farm, thereby forming a visual extension, with the 
resultant combined developments adhering to the emerging pattern 
and scale of developments on the Monadhliaths.   

It is the professional view of the landscape architect that the 
development is compatible with the landscape, and that the levels of 
impact identified are relatively modest such that these are neither 
unusual nor excessive for this type of development in this location. 
Fundamentally, wind farms already form part of the views in this area 
and the proposals would not introduce a wholly new feature to those 
views. 
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Ecology & Ornithology 

Ecology Findings 

There are no sites designated for ecological or ornithological 
sensitivity within the development area.  A number of valued 
ecological receptors have been identified in the area, including 
blanket bog, and groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems.  
Through careful siting of the development and associated 
infrastructure, it has been possible to avoid any significant effects on 
any of these.  With the implementation of the mitigation proposed in 
Chapter 7 of Volume II of the ES it is considered that there will be no 
significant effects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images are included for illustrative purposes only   
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Ornithological Findings 

There are a number of known bird species of interest in and around 
the site including Golden Plover, Golden Eagle and other raptors.  
There are no designated ornithological sites within the site boundary, 
however the following are in proximity to the site: 

• Loch Ruthven SPA – 6.5 km north; 

• Loch Ashie SPA – 13 km north; 

• Kinveachy Forest SPA – 16 km east; 

• North Inverness Lochs SPA – 18 km north-west; and 
• Loch Knockie and nearby lochs SPA – 19 km south-west. 

The assessment has found that there are not likely to be any 
significant impacts on ornithology as a result of the Development and 
following the implementation of mitigation measures. In addition, no 
effects would result in any breach of the Habitats Regulations. 
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Geology, Hydrology & Hydrogeology  

The potential effects on the surface water, groundwater, peat, 
designated sites and private water supplies that have been considered 
are: 

• Pollution incidents; 

• Erosion and sedimentation; 

• Changes to water resources i.e. private water supplies; 

• Modification of surface water and groundwater flows; 

• Modification of natural drainage patterns; 
• Impediments to flow and flood risk; 

• Peat instability; and 

• Compaction of soils. 

Following the identification and assessment of the key features, a 
range of mitigation and best practice measures has been incorporated 
into the design, including the addition of extensive buffer areas 
around hydrological features.   

During construction and operation a site specific environmental 
management plan, as well as detailed design of infrastructure and 
associated mitigation, will be implemented to protect the 
groundwater and surface water resources from pollution and minimise 
changes to the hydrological environment to avoid adverse effects 
arising. 
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Cultural Heritage & Archaeology 

Due to the upland nature and associated lack of cultural heritage 
assets, no significant direct or indirect effects are anticipated upon 
any heritage assets. 

Noise 

In the UK the potential impacts of noise from wind farms is assessed 
using ‘The Assessment and Rating of Noise from Wind Farms’ 
guidance, referred to as ‘ETSU-R-97’. It provides a robust basis for 
assessing the noise impact of a wind farm and has been applied at the 
vast majority of wind farms currently operating in the UK. 

The predicted noise levels are within derived appropriate noise limits 
at all considered wind speeds. The proposed wind farm complies with 
the relevant guidance on wind farm noise and the impact on the 
amenity of all nearby properties would be regarded as acceptable. 

  

Non-Technical Summary  20  

 



Aberarder Wind Farm 
Non-Technical Summary  

 
Access, Traffic and Transport 

The majority of the traffic generated by the wind farm proposal would 
be limited to vehicle movements during the construction and 
decommissioning phases.  During the operation of the wind farm, 
traffic would be minimal as much of the operation of the wind farm 
would be automatic and monitored remotely.  Construction traffic 
falls into three broad categories namely Abnormal Indivisible Loads, 
Heavy Goods Vehicles and Light Goods Vehicles. 

The Port of Inverness has been identified as the location for onshore 
deliveries of the blades, tower sections and nacelles required for 
turbines. As such, the delivery route would be from Stadium Road to 
the A9(T) via Longman Roundabout and continuing to the site via the 
A9(T) and the B851. The port has recently undergone improvements to 
allow for the delivery and storage of heavy loads associated with wind 
turbine construction. 

Chapter 9 (Transport and Traffic) of the ES concludes that the traffic 
impact is satisfactory when considering absolute flow numbers 
involved and any potential effects are not significant in EIA terms. 

The cumulative effect of the construction phase of Dell Wind Farm 
occurring at the same time as that of Aberarder Wind Farm has been 
considered within the ES and no significant effects have been 
predicted. 

Nevertheless, mitigation is proposed in the form of a Transport 
Management Plan (TMP) to be implemented during the temporary 
construction phase of the Development. 
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Image included for illustrative purposes only 
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SUMMARY 

It is predicted that the Aberarder Wind Farm could generate in the 
order of 3,500 GWh of renewable energy over the 25 year operational 
lifetime of the project; that will make a significant contribution to 
national renewable energy targets and reductions in CO2 production. 

The project will create new and support existing jobs in the local 
economy through direct employment in the construction and (albeit to 
a lesser extent) during operation of the wind farm as well as further 
indirect employment through suppliers and service providers.  

There are some significant impacts highlighted within the ES but these 
are generally well contained and will not have an extensive effect on 
residents or visiting population in the area. 

The accompanying Planning Statement provides a more 
comprehensive analysis of the proposals and findings of the ES against 
all relevant policies within The Highland Council’s Development Plan 
as well as other relevant local and national policy considerations. The 
accompanying Pre Application Consultation Report also details the 
measures taken to engage with the local community in the 
formulation of this application and their comments provided to the 
project team. 
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