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1.0 THE PROPOSAL

Introduction

This ‘Pre-Application Consultation Report’ (PAC Report), relates to a planning application made by 

Renewable Energy Systems (RES) for Aberarder Wind Farm (‘the proposed development’).  This 

document details and reports on the consultation process undertaken by RES.  

RES has served this document to the following parties:

 The Highland Council
 Strathnairn Community Council
 Strathdearn Community Council
 Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council

An electronic version of this document is available for download at www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk.  

This document, the full Environment Statement (ES) and associated docuemtns will be available for 

viewing at the following locations (during their normal opening hours): 

The Highland Council
Planning & Development Services
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness
IV3 5NX

Farr Community Hall
Farr
Strathnairn
IV2 6

Copies of the ES and associated documents have been provided to Strathnairn Community Council, 
Strathdearn Community Council and Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council.

Project Description

As set out in the Schedule, Regulation 2(1) of the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of 

Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009, the proposed development is defined as a ‘Major 

Development’, as the capacity exceeds 20 megawatts.  

Planning permission is being sought for a wind farm development comprising the following:

 12 three-bladed horizontal axis wind turbines of up to 130m tip-height, nominally rated at 3

MW;

 at each turbine, associated low to medium voltage transformers and related switchgear;

 turbine foundations;

 hard-standing areas at each turbine location for use by the cranes erecting the turbine;

 a single, permanent, free-standing meteorological (‘met’)/wind monitoring mast;

http://www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk/
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 temporary guyed meteorological masts to be used for detailed wind definition and wind 

farm commissioning/acceptance testing;

 a series of on-site tracks with water crossings;

 a site entrance from the public road network;

 a wind farm sub-station compound containing a control building;

 an on-site electrical and control network of buried cables;

 a temporary construction compound;

 landscaping and ecological enhancement;

 drainage works;

 associated ancillary works; and

 engineering operations.

2.0 THE APPLICANT

RES is one of the world’s leading independent renewable energy developers with operations across 
Europe, North America and Asia-Pacific.  RES, a British company, has been at the forefront of wind 
energy development since the 1970s and has developed and/or built 135 wind farms (8 Gigawatts 
(GW) of wind capacity) around the world, including 10% of the UK’s wind energy.  This includes 
eleven wind farms in Scotland with a total generation capacity of more than 215 MW.  In 2013, RES 
completed construction of Meikle Carewe Wind Farm in Aberdeenshire.

Drawing on decades of experience in the renewable energy and construction industries, RES has the 
expertise to develop, construct and operate projects of outstanding quality.  Development in 
Scotland is managed from Glasgow by a team of over 130 staff working across a range of disciplines.

3.0 OUR APPROACH TO COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

RES is experienced in wind energy project development and community consultation is an integral 

part of the process.  A comprehensive process that engages with local people and stakeholders at an 

early stage allows an informed debate that helps us identify issues of concerns, explore solutions 

and design a low-impact project that will be welcomed as a positive asset by the local community. 

As outlined in Section 1.0 of this report, the proposed development constitutes a ‘Major 

Development’, as the proposed capacity exceeds 20 megawatts.  This requires the applicant to carry 

out Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) with the local community and submit a PAC report with the 

planning application.  This document fulfils this requirement.  As a prerequisite, an applicant must 

provide a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) setting out how it intends to carry out consultation 

and engage with the community local to its proposed development.  RES submitted a PAN to The 

Highland Council on 8 April 2014 and received confirmation that this satisfied the relevant 

requirements.  The PAN was sent to Strathnairn Community Council, Strathdearn Community Council 

and Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council, on 30 April 2014.  

Best practice guidance exists in Scotland on community engagement, with the most notable being 
PAN 3/2010 – Community Engagement.  RES used the 10 National Standards for Community 
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Engagement as set out in PAN 3/2010 to plan, monitor and evaluate the consultation process.  In 
addition, RES also used SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery) derived 
from PAN 3/2010 to effectively audit and review the consultation process.

RES worked in consultation with The Highland Council to identify stakeholders, drawing on their 

knowledge to build up a good understanding of the community.  We aimed to include all sectors of 

the community in the engagement process.

4.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

As set out in The Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006; the minimum consultation activity (Regulation 

7) states that an applicant must consult with community councils and hold a public event.  RES 

believes that meaningful and productive consultation requires a more detailed approach, in 

undertaking the consultation for the proposed development RES has gone above and beyond the 

minimum statutory requirement. 

As per Part 2, 7 (1) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2008:

“The prospective applicant is to consult as respects a proposed application every community council 

any part of whose area is within or adjoins the land where the proposed development is situated

and in doing so is to give a copy of the proposed of application notice to such community council.”

Aberarder Wind Farm is located in Strathnairn Community Council and Strathdearn Community 
Council areas. RES took the decision to include the neighbouring community council of Stratherrick 
and Foyers Community Council. 

At all stages of the consultation process RES set out clearly the purpose of the consultation.  

Throughout the process RES emphasised that comments made are not representations to the planning 

authority and that there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the planning 

authority, once a planning application is submitted.
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5.0 THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

RES used a variety of methods to consult with the local community.  Information about each activity undertaken can be found in the table below. 

ACTIVITY INFORMATION DATE 

Meeting with The Highland 

Council

RES met with The Highland Council prior to submitting a PAN to discuss the consultation plans and the project on the 16th April 2014, as part of the Council’s Pre-

Application Advice Meeting procedure.  As per 2.15 of Circular 4/2009 – Development Management Procedures, RES requested a list of bodies with whom to 

engage with; The Highland Council, Strathnairn Community Council, Strathdearn Community Council, Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council were all 

identified. 

April 2014 – ongoing

Community Council Meetings RES was able to attend a community council meeting in each of the three community council areas identified. RES attended the Strathnairn Community Council 

meeting on the 23rd June, Strathdearn Community Council on the 13th May and Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council meeting on the 27th May. The aim of 

these meetings was to:

 Introduce RES and the project team;

 Provide brief details on the proposal, including why we were proposing a wind farm at this location; and

 Discuss the consultation process and answer questions on the development 

At the meeting with Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council it was highlighted that there were seven properties not connected to the grid in relation to the 

Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS). The Community Council also advised RES to speak to SSE about borrow pits on the proposed site as the nearby 

Dunmaglass Wind Farm had found less stone than anticipated. The community council also raised concerns about the infrastructure that would accompany the 

wind farm, specifically the grid connection. The community council asked if the community benefit fund would be index linked; it was confirmed later that it 

would be linked to the Consumer Price Index. 

At the meeting with Strathnairn Community Council, there were a number of questions posed to RES from both community councillors and members of the 

community.  Questions were raised in relation to decommissioning, community benefit levels and the proposed access route.  RES answered all the questions 

posed, and offered to answer any other questions that the community may have in the future.

At the meeting with Strathdearn Council a question was asked as to the turbine dimensions.  RES confirmed the turbine dimensions and there were no further 

questions.

RES served the PAN to Strathnairn Community Council, Strathdearn Community Council, Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council on 7th April 2014.

April 2014 – ongoing

PAN served: 7th April 2014

Public Exhibitions RES held the following public exhibitions:

 Stratherrick Hall, Tuesday 13th May, 4pm – 8pm;

 Farr Hall (Strathnairn), Wednesday 14th May, 1pm – 7pm; and

 Tomatin Hall (Strathdearn), Thursday 15th May, 10am – 2pm

The public exhibitions provided a forum to share information about the development.  This included a 3D model, maps and plans detailing the proposal, the 

results of the surveys undertaken to date and potential access routes proposed.  Local residents had the opportunity to meet the development team, find out 

information, ask questions and leave comments on the proposal.  All three of the exhibitions were identical, enabling local residents to attend whichever 

May 2014



p.5

ACTIVITY INFORMATION DATE 

exhibition was suitable to them.  The public exhibitions were held in venues that were accessible to everyone in the community.  

During the three days, 33 people attended the exhibitions and all those who attended the exhibitions were asked to complete a questionnaire.  

Summary of questionnaire data:

 Over the course of the three exhibitions, fifteen people filled out a questionnaire. 

 Fourteen respondents found about the exhibition via the letter RES sent and one person saw the advert in the Strathspey and Badenoch Herald. 

 Before coming to the exhibitions, two people said they knew ‘a lot’, three people said they knew ‘quite a lot’, five people said they knew ‘a little’, three 

people said they knew ‘very little’ and two people said they did not know anything at all about the proposed development. 

 Six people felt that having attended the exhibitions their understanding and information about the proposed wind farm had been increased ‘a lot’, eight 

people felt ‘quite a lot’ and one person said ‘a little’.

 When asked “What do you think of the layout of Aberarder Wind Farm?” four people stated ‘I am happy with the proposed layout’, six people said ‘I am 

neutral towards the current proposed layout’, two people stated ‘I don’t like wind farms in general’ and two people did not respond.  There were no 

specific comments left in relation to the proposed layout of the wind farm. 

 Question six asked “What are your thoughts on the provision of community broadband as a benefit associated with Aberarder Wind Farm?”  Twelve people

thought it was a ‘good idea’, one person had another idea for community benefit and two people did not respond. 

The exhibitions were advertised on Thursday 1st May and Thursday 8th May in the Strathspey and Badenoch Herald. The adverts were both quarter page and were 

both on page three, the first right hand page in the newspaper and therefore the most prominent advertising slot.

The adverts included:

 a description and location of the proposed development; 

 where to obtain further information; 

 date, time and place of the exhibitions; 

 a statement explaining how and by when comments to RES on the proposal should be made; and

 a statement explaining that comments made to RES are not representations to the planning authority and that these can be made once a planning 
application has been submitted.

A summary of the comments raised and our response can be found in Section 7.0. 

Exhibition advert, exhibition letter and questionnaires can be found in Section 9.0.

Meetings As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011,  

RES has engaged with statutory consultees and technical stakeholders, including The Highland Council, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Scottish Environment 

Protection Agency (SEPA).  Details of the consultation responses can be found in the Environment Statement accompanying this document. A note of the discussion 

held at the Pre-Application Advice Meeting on the 16th of May 2014, can be found in the Pre-Application Advice Pack compiled by The Highland Council.  

April 2014 - ongoing
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ACTIVITY INFORMATION DATE 

Letters/Newsletters A letter was sent out to all of the houses and businesses within the Strathnairn Community Council, Strathdearn Community Council and Stratherrick and Foyers 

Community Council areas, as agreed by The Highland Council.  In total there were 1355 letters posted to all three community council areas. RES provided the 

opportunity to access information in alternative formats such as large text, Braille or audio. A copy of the letter can be found in Section 9.0.

A second newsletter will be sent out to the same distribution list after the submission of the planning application.  The newsletter will provide details on how 

local residents can make representations to The Highland Council and where people can view the Environmental Statement and associated documents.

April 2014 – ongoing 

Emails/Letters Local residents were given numerous avenues and opportunities to provide comments on the proposal, these included:

1. Information on community consultation in the letter and details on how to submit comments;

2. Details contained within the newspaper adverts on how to submit comments; and

3. Questionnaire at the public exhibitions;

At all times it was clearly stated that comments made were not representations to the planning authority.  The deadline for receiving comments was also 

communicated.  Specific details on questionnaires undertaken are included in relevant sections of this table.  RES has provided a written response to anyone who 

submitted comments to RES as part of the consultation process. 

A summary of the comments raised and our response can be found in Section 7.0. 

April 2014 – ongoing 

Website RES has created a dedicated project website www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk. This provides information about the proposed development, news and information 

on the consultation process.  The website has been updated as the consultation process has progressed and will continue to be updated and utilised as the project 

progresses. 

April 2014 – ongoing

http://www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk/
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6.0 EVALUATION THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

Best practice guidance exists in Scotland on community engagement, with the most notable being PAN 3/2010 – Community Engagement.  The next two tables evaluate the consultation process using the 10 National Standards for 

Community Engagement as set out in PAN 3/2010 and SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery).  We have included examples to demonstrate how we have achieved the level and standard.   

10 National Standards for Community Engagement Evaluation 

THE STANDARD DESCRIPTION EXAMPLES OF HOW RES HAS ACHIEVED THIS

1. INVOLVEMENT
Identify and involve the people and organizations who have an interest in the focus of 

engagement.

RES identified key stakeholders and agreed with The Highland Council a list of those stakeholders with 

whom to engage with.  

2. SUPPORT Indentify and overcome any barriers to involvement.

Throughout the consultation process RES understood the need to help all individuals and groups 

engage.  The opportunity was provided to access the information in alternative formats such as Braille, 

large text and audio.  The public exhibitions were held in venues that were accessible to everyone in 

the community and took place across a range of dates and times to suit as many people as possible.  

The public exhibitions were deliberately arranged to avoid the school holidays.

3. PLANNING Gather evidence of need and resources to agree purpose, scope and actions.

RES clearly set out the methods to be used for engagement in the Proposal of Application Notice.  The 

engagement process took place over many months with the local community as the project developed 

and clearly set out what the purpose and scope of the engagement was.

4. METHODS Agree and use methods of engagement that are fit for purpose.

RES used a variety of methods to consult including meetings, public exhibitions, letters, website and 

questionnaires to engage with the local community.  The methods were agreed with The Highland 

Council and the relevant community councils.

5. WORKING TOGETHER
Agree and use clear procedures that enable participants to work together effectively 

and efficiently.

The Community Relations Coordinator and Development Project Manager undertook the community 

engagement with assistance from technical specialists where appropriate; contact details for both staff 

were made publically available. RES responded to all comments in a timely manner and, where 

appropriate, arranged meetings to discuss any concerns face-to-face.  

6. SHARING INFORMATION Ensure necessary information is communicated between the participants.

RES provided the opportunity to access the information in alternative formats such as Braille, large 

text and audio.  A variety of mediums including newsletters, letters, press releases and website were

used to communicate information about the project and the consultation process.

7. WORKING WITH OTHERS Work effectively with others with an interest.
RES engaged with the community councils early in the process to explain the plan for community 

consultation and seek their feedback.  

8. IMPROVEMENT Develop skills, knowledge and confidence of the participants

RES ensured that the Community Relations Coordinator and the Development Project Manager involved 

in the consultation process were trained in ‘Public and Stakeholder Engagement’, ‘Negotiation Skills’ 

and ‘Conflict Resolution’.  
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THE STANDARD DESCRIPTION EXAMPLES OF HOW RES HAS ACHIEVED THIS

9. FEEDBACK Feed results back to the wider community and agencies affected.
Using the PAC report and website, RES has ensured that the findings of the consultation process have 

been presented with transparency and integrity.  

10. MONITORING AND 

EVALUATION

Monitor and evaluate whether engagement achieves its purpose and meets the national 

standard for community engagement. 

RES has constantly monitored the consultation process.  We have evaluated the consultation process 
using the 10 National Standards for Community Engagement as set out in PAN 3/2010.  In addition 
RES used SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery) derived from PAN 3/210 to 
audit the consultation process.

SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery Evaluation 

SP=EED LEVEL ACHIEVED EXAMPLES OF HOW RES HAS ACHIEVED THIS

TRANSPARENCY & INTEGRITY
Level 3 – There will be dialogue with communities and key stakeholders to agree on how 

the community engagement will operate and how inputs from participants will be used.

RES engaged in a dialogue with the local community councils to discuss the proposed engagement 

process.  We were clear on what the scope and purpose of the consultation process.  We held meetings 

with community councils separately.

TIME AND RESOURCES
Level 2 – A timetable will be published and followed that includes adequate periods set 

aside for meetings and discussions with respondents. 

RES consulted on the timetable for consultation with The Highland Council and the relevant community 

councils.  We deliberately arranged the public exhibitions so they avoided the school holidays.  RES 

communicated the deadline for comments to be received on the website, in the newsletter, in 

newspaper adverts and at the exhibitions.

INFORMATION
Level 2- Information that is relevant to the development plan or proposal will be 

communicated and shared between all participants.

RES ensured all information was available in a timely manner and was clearly presented.  We have kept 

the community informed as the consultation process has progressed.  

COORDINATION Level 2 – There will be a coordinated approach that avoids ‘consultation fatigue’.
RES engaged all the relevant stakeholders in the consultation process.  We have engaged in a dialogue 

with the local community councils to discuss the proposed engagement process.  

RESPONSIVE
Level 2 – Responses will be analyses and the findings will be reported back to all the 

stakeholders, with an indication of how proposals have been changed as a result of 

matters raised during the consultation.

RES set out in the PAN: When working with stakeholders, RES will listen, respond in a timely manner 
and, where appropriate either adapt the proposal or mitigate in response to the issues raised.  
Where this is not appropriate, RES will explain why.  A summary of the comments raised and our 
responses can be found in Section 7.0. 

ACCESSIBLE AND APPROPRIATE

Level 2 – The methods used to consult people will be appropriate to the situation so that 

people with an interest can have a say.  There will always be opportunities to discuss the 

plans or proposals with professional staff, and submit responses by letter, phone, e-mail 

of personal contact.

The Community Relations Coordinator and Development Project Manager led the community 

engagement with assistance from technical specialists where appropriate; contact details for both staff 

were made publically available.  We responded to all comments in a timely manner and, where 

appropriate, arranged meetings to discuss any concerns face-to-face.  
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SP=EED LEVEL ACHIEVED EXAMPLES OF HOW RES HAS ACHIEVED THIS

INCLUSIVE AND REACHING OUT
Level 1 – Dissemination of information is designed to reach all potentially interested 

parties.

RES provided the opportunity to access the information in alternative formats such as Braille, large 

text and audio.  We used a variety of mediums including newsletters, letters, press releases and a

website to communicate information about the project and the consultation process.  The public 

exhibitions were held in venues that were accessible to everyone in the community and took place 

across a range of dates and times to suit as many people as possible.  The public exhibitions were 

deliberately arranged to avoid the school holidays.  

REPRESENTATIVE
Level 2 – The consultation process will be representative of the person likely to be 

affected by the plan or proposal.

RES identified key stakeholders and asked The Highland Council for a list of stakeholders with whom to 

engage with.  

MONITORING AND EVALUATION
Level 1 – There will be monitoring of the information distribution.  This information is 

analysed and influences later stages or exercises.

This PAC report fulfils this requirement by documenting the consultation process that has been 

undertaken and providing a summary of the comments received.  

LEARNING AND SHARING
Level 2 – the lessons from the community engagement experience will be reviewed and 

shared with others.

RES will internally review the community consultation process undertaken for the proposed 

development and use this to influence future developments. 
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7.0 COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK

Below is a summary of the comments received.  A number of the comments received relate to work that is carried out as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, as set out in the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2011.  This document accompanies the Environmental Statement. A summary in response to the issue raised is given below and the reference to the relevant chapter of the 
Environment Statement is given for further clarity.  The below focuses on comments that are relevant to the planning process, a summary of other comments on the proposed development can be found in Section 9.0.

TOPIC COMMENT RECEIVED RES RESPONSE

Landscape Some comments were made about the impact the 

proposal would have on the landscape. 

RES is aware that wind farm developments can cause concern regarding the potential landscape and visual impact.  RES has made the 

minimisation of landscape and visual impacts a key design principle, and has aimed to keep the visual extent of Aberarder Wind Farm within the 

visual envelope of the consented Dunmaglass Wind Farm.

Further information can be found in the Environmental Statement, Volume 2: Main Report, Chapter 3: Design Evolution and Alternatives and 

Chapter 4: Landscape and Visual   

Grid Connection Comments were made on the grid connection and 

specifically where power lines would be and where 

they would connect to the grid. Some people felt that 

the application should include then grid connection. 

The grid route has not yet been finalised.  RES has applied to National Grid for a grid application, and hope to receive an initial offer in late 2014. 

RES hope that this will utilise the grid infrastructure being constructed for Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  RES aims to minimise the need for any 

additional grid infrastructure, and will work with National Grid and SHE-T to achieve this.  

Borrow Pits Will borrow pits be used? It is hoped that the stone for the construction of the wind farm will be won from on site borrow pits.  The Environmental Statement assesses the 

potential impact of four borrow pit locations.  It is anticipated that only two borrow pits would be required, and the assessment of four locations 

is to allow for unsuitable ground conditions that will be established post consent through detailed site investigation.  

Further information can be found in the Environmental Statement, Volume 2: Main Report, Chapter 2: Proposed Development and Chapter 3: 

Design Evolution and Alternatives.  

Community Benefit What will the community benefit package include?  

Will the package be a traditional community fund?

The total community benefit package will equate to £5,000 per installed megawatt (MW).  The package will be split across RES’ local Electricity 

Benefit Scheme and a Community Benefit Fund.  

The Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) is a new RES initiative which seeks to deliver direct and tangible benefits to people living and 

working closest to RES' proposed wind farms. The scheme is being introduced at all new RES' sites over 5MW that are being submitted into 

planning, as well as at projects that are consented and awaiting construction, across the UK. Under the scheme £3,000 per installed megawatt for 

LEDS is available in addition to £2,000 per installed megawatt for a Community Benefit Fund. LEDS has been developed in response to research 

and feedback from local communities around RES' existing wind farms on how projects can deliver maximum benefits to them.

LEDS offers an annual discount, to the electricity bills of those properties closest to a proposed RES wind farm. The scheme is open to all 

residential, business and community buildings (including schools, places of worship and village halls) within a qualifying area for the operational 

lifetime of the wind farm, with the discount being paid directly to the electricity supplier. Participation in the scheme is voluntary and does not 

require any change of electricity supplier or tariff. As a fixed amount (index linked), rather than a percentage of electricity bills, LEDS does not 

reward higher electricity users over lower users or encourage energy profligacy.

In addition, RES proposes to establish a Community Benefit Fund of £2,000 per installed megawatt which will allow local people to benefit from 

the wind farm. It is up to the local community as to how the fund is managed and spent. Following feedback from the public exhibition RES will 

also be exploring the provision of community broadband as a benefit associated with Aberarder Wind Farm. 

It is important to note that the offer of community benefits will not affect the decision to grant planning permission for the project as it is not a 

planning matter.  
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TOPIC COMMENT RECEIVED RES RESPONSE

Access Route What will the access route to the wind farm be? Access to Aberarder wind Farm will be through the existing Dunmaglass Wind Farm.  It is anticipated that construction traffic will use the A9 and 

the B851 to access the site.

Further information can be found in the Environmental Statement, Volume 2: Main Report, Chapter 9: Traffic and Transport 

Decommissioning How will the site be left following the end of the 

project?

The expected operational life of Aberarder Wind Farm is 25 years from the date of commissioning. At the end of this period, a decision would be 

made as to whether to refurbish, remove, or replace the turbines. If refurbishment or replacement were to be chosen, relevant planning 

applications and environmental assessments at the time would be made. If a decision was to be taken to decommission the wind farm, this would 

entail the removal of all the turbine components, transformers, the sub-station and associated buildings. Some of the access tracks could be left 

in situ to ensure the continued benefit of improved site access for the landowner, or they could be reinstated.

It is not currently good practice to remove the concrete foundations from the site as this would cause more environmental damage than leaving 

them in situ. The exposed concrete plinth would be removed to a depth of about 1m and the entire foundation would be graded over with soil and 

would be replanted.

If the wind farm is consented it is expected that an agreement would be put in place to allow for the establishment of a decommissioning bond or 

fund to be set aside for when the wind farm is decommissioned after its operational life. Prior to decommissioning of the wind farm a method 

statement would be prepared and agreed with The Highland Council.

Unlike most other forms of energy production, wind farms enjoy particular ease of decommissioning. Plant can readily be dismantled and removed 

from site. Site restoration is relatively straightforward and after restoration there would be no significant visible trace of prior existence, and no 

legacy of pollution.

Further information can be found in the Environmental Statement, Volume 2: Main Report, Chapter 2: Proposed Development
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8.0 SUMMARY

In accordance with Regulation 7 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 we have fulfilled and exceeded the minimum statutory 
consultation activity. RES has documented and reported on the consultation activities undertaken. In 
addition, we have reviewed the consultation activities (Section 6.0) in line with 10 National Standards 
for Community Engagement as set out in PAN 3/2010 and SP=EED (Scottish Planning = Effective 
Engagement and Delivery).

Where appropriate we have responded directly to comments raised or directed people to the 
relevant information provided during the consultation or independent sources. Section 7.0 sets out 
the comments received and how we have responded to the comments.  

We have engaged early with the local community to facilitate a constructive consultation process; 
this has helped us understand and address any concerns as the project developed.  Through the 
consultation process, we have helped the community in understanding the benefits and impacts of 
the proposed wind farm and added value and improved the quality of our proposal through 
meaningful and productive consultation.  The consultation process has resulted in a high quality 
development proposal that we hope the local community will largely support in their area. 



p.13

9.0 APPENDICES

 Exhibition Letter

 Exhibition Newspaper Advert

 Exhibition Questionnaire 

 Analysis of Exhibition Questionnaires

 Summary of Comments on Exhibition Questionnaires
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Exhibition Letter



Registered in England & Wales Number 4913493 

Registered Office: Beaufort Court, Egg Farm Lane, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire WD4 8LR, United Kingdom 

RES UK & Ireland Limited 

3rd Floor, STV, Pacific Quay 

Glasgow G51 1PQ, United Kingdom 

T +44 (0)141 404 5500  F +44 (0)141 404 5501 

E info@res-group.com  www.res-group.com

 

Our Ref: 02835-001151 

 

 

 

 

 

29 April 2014 

 

Dear Resident, 

Invitation to Aberarder Wind Farm Exhibitions 

 

RES, one of Scotland’s leading independent renewable energy companies, is starting a consultation process 

for its proposed Aberarder Wind Farm on the Aberarder Estate near Croachy.  Our current site investigations 

are exploring the potential for 12 turbines, and a map of the site location can be viewed overleaf along with 

some initial project information. 

 

As part of our public consultation regarding the Aberarder Wind Farm proposal, RES will be holding a series 

of public exhibitions and we would like to invite you to the following events to ensure you are fully informed:  

 

 Tuesday 13
th

 May, 4pm – 8pm at Stratherrick Hall. 

 Wednesday 14
th

 May, 1pm – 7pm at Farr Community Hall. 

 Thursday 15
th

 May, 10am – 2pm at Strathdearn Hall, Tomatin.  

 

Information about the proposed Aberarder Wind Farm will be on display and members of our project team on 

hand to answer any questions you may have. There will also be the opportunity to give feedback about the 

proposal at this stage of the development process. You are welcome to come along at your convenience 

during the three days, irrespective of where you live, as the information displayed at each event will be 

identical.  

 

I do hope we will have the opportunity to meet at one of the exhibitions, but if you are unable to attend, 

information regarding the project will be available at www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk following the public 

exhibition.  

 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me using the details below. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



02835-001151 
 

2 

KEY FACTS 

Indicative location of the proposed Aberarder Wind Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Crown copyright, All rights reserved. 2014 Licence number 0100031673 

Aberarder Wind Farm 

RES is investigating the potential for 12 turbines, with a maximum height to tip of 130 metres.  The project is 

expected to be 36 megawatts (MW) in size, and RES is currently undertaking a scoping process with The Highland 

Council to identify the various environmental and technical studies that will be carried out to support a potential 

planning application.   

 

How could the community benefit from Aberarder Wind Farm? 

RES anticipates that, based on 12 turbines, Aberarder Wind Farm could put more than £3.3 million into the local 

economy during construction and the first year of operation.  Over its operational lifetime, Aberarder Wind Farm 

has the potential to bring over £4.5 million in community benefits.   

 

RES’ Community Benefits Package will see £5,000 per installed megawatt available for the local community split 

between a Community Benefit Fund and RES’ innovative Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS).  Under the 

LEDS initiative those residential, community and business properties closest to Aberarder Wind Farm will become 

eligible for a minimum discount of £100 per year off their electricity bills – paid directly to their electricity supplier 

without the need to change supplier or sign up to a particular tariff.    

 

About RES 

RES is one of the world’s leading renewable energy developers, a privately owned British company with a proud 

history in Scotland.  Employing over 100 staff in Scotland, RES has over 30 years’ experience of developing, 

constructing and operating projects of outstanding quality. RES actively contributes to the Highlands economy.  

RES developed and gained consent for Dunmaglass Wind Farm in the Monadhliath Mountains and recently 

finished a series of road improvements in conjunction with the project along the B851, which have provided a 

positive legacy for the local community.  Using Highlands based civil contractor R J McLeod, RES used the wealth 

of local civil engineering expertise and ensured the economic benefits remained in the region. 
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Exhibition Newspaper Advert



ABERARDER 
WIND FARM

Public Exhibition
RES invites local people interested in learning about its proposal for a 
12 turbine wind farm located on the Aberarder Estate near Croachy, 

to come along to the following public exhibitions:  

Stratherrick Hall 
Tuesday 13th May, 4pm - 8pm

Farr Community Hall – Inverarnie Park 
Wednesday 14th May, 1pm - 7pm

Strathdearn Hall – Tomatin 
Thursday 15th May 10am - 2pm

An opportunity to meet RES staff, ask questions and find out 
more about the proposed project. All exhibitions will be identical.

In accordance with Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) Scotland Regulations 2013, Pre-Application 
Consultation 7(2). Any persons wishing to submit comments can do so either in 
writing or by e-mail to: RES, Third Floor STV, Glasgow, G51 1PQ, scott.fraser@res-ltd.com, 
0141 404 5578. The closing date for the submission of comments is by 12th June 2014. 
Persons submitting comments in response to the Pre-Application Consultation are advised 
that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the planning authority 
(The Highland Council); there will be an opportunity to submit representations to the planning 
authority should a planning application be made.

For more information, please contact:

SCOTT FRASER
0141 404 5578 | scott.fraser@res-ltd.com | www.aberarder-windfarm.co.uk  



p.19

Exhibition Questionnaire



  
 
 

 

Aberarder Wind Farm 
Public Exhibition Questionnaire 

 

 
RES believes in meaningful and productive consultation with the communities around 
our wind farm developments.  We are keen to hear your views on our proposed 
Aberarder Wind Farm.  We would appreciate it if you would take a minute to provide 
us with some feedback.   

  
1. How did you find out about the exhibition? 

 
 Letter through the door 

 Advert in Strathspey & Badenoch Herald  

 Website: www.aberarder–windfarm.co.uk    

 Other (please specify) ____________________________________ 

 
2. Before coming to the public exhibition how would you describe your 

knowledge of the proposed Aberarder Wind Farm?  
 

 Know a lot 

 Know quite a lot 

 Know a little 

 Know very little 

 Know nothing at all 

 
3. Having attended this exhibition, to what extent do you feel we have 

increased your understanding and information about the proposed 
Aberarder Wind Farm?  

 

 A lot 

 Quite a lot 

 A little 

 Very little 

 Not at all 
 

4. Which part of the exhibition did you find most useful today? 
 

 The information boards 

 The 3-D model  

 The photomontages 

 The ability to ask RES questions and provide feedback directly to the 

project team 

 Other (please specify) ___________________________________ 

PTO 



 
 

5. What do you think about the layout for Aberarder Wind Farm? 
 

 I am happy with proposed layout  

 I am neutral towards to the current proposed layout 
 I have concerns about proposed layout (please suggest any changes to 

  the layout below) 

 I don’t like wind farms in general 

  
Layout comments: __________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. RES is always looking for new and innovative ways of delivering community 

benefits from its renewable energy developments.  We would be interested 
to hear your thoughts on the provision of community broadband as a 
benefit associated with Aberarder Wind Farm? 

 

 I think it is a good idea 

 I think it is a bad idea 

 I have another idea for community benefit: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Additional Comments: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to be kept informed about the proposed Aberarder Wind Farm or have 
left a comment that you would like RES to contact you about, please leave your details 
here: 
 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 
 

Email:   __________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
  
   __________________________________________________________ 
 
   __________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire. Your feedback is important to us. 
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Analysis of Exhibition Questionnaires

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Letter through the door Advert in Strathspey & Badenoch
Hearld

Website Other

R
e
sp

o
n

d
e
n

ts

Knowledge

Question 1: How did you find out about the exhibition?

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Know a lot Know quite a lot Know a little Know very little Know Nothing at all

R
e
sp

o
n
d
e
n

ts

Knowledge

Question 2: Before coming to the public exhibition how would you 
describe your knowledge of the proposed Aberarder Wind Farm?



p.23

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

A lot Quite a lot A little Very little Not at all

R
e
sp

o
n
d
e
n

ts

Knowledge

Question 3: Having attended this exhibition, to what extent do you 
feel we have increased your understanding and information about 

the proposed Aberarder Wind Farm? 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

The information boards 3D Model The photomontages The ability to ask RES
questions and provide

feedback to the project
team

Other No response

R
e
sp

o
n

d
e
n

ts

Useful part of exhibition

Question 4 - Which part of the exhibition did you find most 
useful today?



p.24

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Happy Neutral Concerns Don't like wind farms in
general

No Response

R
e
sp

o
n

d
e
n

ts

Thoughts on Layout

Question 5 - What do you think about the layout for 
Aberarder Wind Farm?

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

I think it is a good idea I think it is a bad idea I have another idea for community
benefit

No response

R
e
sp

o
n
d
e
n
ts

Thoughts

Question 6 - We would be interested to hear your thoughts on the 
provision of community broadband as a benefit associated with 

Aberarder Wind Farm? 



p.25

Summary of Comments from Exhibition Questionnaires

Question 5: Layout Comments

 Need to have a FULL application connection, Transmission, Distribution + [sic] impact on Road 
Traffic. 

 Need to see the FULL impact – CONNECTION PLANS, TRANSMISSION, SUBSTATION, ROAD 
IMPACT -> TRAFFIC LOAD ON LOCAL ROADS etc. [sic]

 Sounds good to me.
 Too many.

Question 6: Other ideas for community benefit

 Comm. [sic] owned Broadband.
 However NOT ALL residents would benefits Comm. [sic] Benefit should be for the community 

to decide how to use it. 
 Support Highland Cycle Ability Centre (Watermill Foundation)
 However, fibre optic broadband is in the process of being installed in some parts of 

Strathnairn, so this benefit may not be fair to all. 

Question 7: Additional comments

 If it was to be a community owned broadband then it would be a good thing.
 Turbines don’t bother me.  Transmission lines are ugly and should be buried as much as 

possible. 
 All personnel were most helpful but unfortunate our ‘landscape’ is being destroyed. 
 Additional benefit money could be used to help individuals install micro renewables. 
 Very welcoming. 


	Project Title: ABERARDER WIND FARM
	Description: Environmental Statement 2014
	Description2: Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report


