
The following document has been produced by the Strathnairn Action Group 

(SnAG) in relation to the request for scoping opinion for the proposed section 

37 Application for the 275kV overhead transmission line from Knocknagael to 

Tomatin. 

 

Summary 

A wider and more thorough baseline assessment is required than that indicated in the 

scoping report. This assessment should include an examination into significant losses of 

habitat around the proposed route, with consideration of the disturbance of deep peat in 

Carr Ban Wood and the effect on carbon emissions and hydrology of the area. Ornithological 

survey and collision risk have been scoped into the report but this should be extended to a 

two-year survey across different vantage points. All protected species should be included in 

the baseline assessment, including effects on reptiles as well as the effect of EMR on honey 

bees.  The number of viewpoints chosen for LVIA should also be widened with sequential 

assessment. The cumulative effect of OHL, pylons and windfarms must be assessed 

accurately and the choice of viewpoints in this is crucial. Further consultation of this with 

local residents would be appreciated. Considerable change has been wrought on Strathnairn 

in recent years with now over 150 wind turbines either in planning, consented or in 

construction. The visual and landscape amenity has been affected and will impact on 

tourism, an essential source of income in the local economy.  During consultations and 

discussions with SSE, residents have repeatedly requested that an underground section to 

the route should be built in order to minimise the impact of lattice pylons and overhead 

cables crossing the strath. If this was agreed upon then it would go some way to help 

preserve the visual amenity of Strathnairn and conserve the integrity of the landscape for us 

all to enjoy. 

 

Information that should be provided in the environmental statement for the above 

proposal is as follows: 

Ecology Issues 

A wider and more thorough baseline assessment is required than that indicated in the 

scoping report. The proposed route passes southwards through Bunachton Moor, Carr 

Ban Wood and comes very close to Loch Bunachton. 

1. There will be a significant loss of habitat caused by the proposed route passing 

through Bunachton Moor and Carr Ban Wood. 

The reasons for this are:  

a) Bunachton Moor is a pristine habitat which holds nationally important populations 

of breeding birds, including ospreys, red kites, hen harriers and black grouse, with 

occasional capercaillie and golden eagle recorded. Additionally, Slavonian grebes 



have bred on Loch Bunachton and other nearby lochs (Loch Ashie is designated as an 

important moulting site for Slavonian grebe) and they are suspected to transit 

through the area during migration. Given these potential impacts on numerous 

species in Bunachton Moor and surrounding areas, the diversion away from the 

power line’s current route should be critically assessed as part of the planning 

application.   

b) Carr Ban wood has very large deposits of deep peat, some up to 5 metres. This 

area was surveyed for an environmental impact assessment by ‘Airvolution’ as part 

of a planning proposal to Highland Council for seven wind turbines 

(Ref:14/04805/FUL). The present application has been withdrawn for further 

environmental assessment. Figure 1 has been produced from a scan of Figure 6a of 

the Knocknagael – Tomatin scoping report with a superimposed maroon map of the 

peat soils found in Carr Ban wood (produced from the SNH peat map 

http://www.soils-scotland.gov.uk/data/soil-carbon, March 2015). Blanket bog is a 

priority habitat as listed under the UK Biodiversity Action – annex 1 habitats (EC 

directive) and is a conservation priority in Scotland. This is found extensively within 

Carr Ban Wood. Ancient woodland is also found to the north and west where it leads 

into the blanket bog and deep peat of the wood itself. The Forestry Commission has 

future plans for enhancing the ancient woodland and as stated in 4.4.66, Scottish 

Planning Policy recognises the need for its conservation. This woodland is not 

accurately marked on the provided maps. The proposed line of the pylons passes 

through this area of deep peat blanket bog and native pinewood and will inevitably 

cause severe disturbance, and moreover, the land use types identified in the report 

underneath the line of the pylons is incomplete.  

 

2. There are other areas of the proposed route within Strathnairn where preliminary 

ornithological survey work has been insufficient. Areas bordering the Monadhliath 

Mountains near Balloan, Brin and Milton of Farr are foraging areas for important and 

vulnerable species such as golden eagle, hen harrier and red kite. All ornithological 

survey work here and across Carr Ban Wood should be carried out over a two-year 

period and this should be scoped into the ES. 

 

3. Deep peat, carbon emissions and impact on hydrology 

 

The ES should fully consider the potential impact of vehicle movements on natural 

heritage, during track creation and when making changes along the length of the 

proposed route especially in areas of deep peat. Peat depths in excess of 5 metres 

have been recorded at 30 locations in Carr Ban Wood. Carbon dioxide and other 

greenhouse gases will be released when peat is dried or altered and so will add to 

the global problem of increasing carbon emissions. Also, the excavation of peat soils 

on the Carr Ban site holds risks for the River Nairn, Loch Bunachton and associated 

fisheries and should be scoped into the ES. 

 

http://www.soils-scotland.gov.uk/data/soil-carbon


4. Collision risks of birds associated with powerlines should be assessed in the ES in 

light of the rich ornithology of the area, using the most up-to-date research in this 

field.  

Consideration should also be given to the potential cumulative impact of overhead 

transmission lines with wind turbines (proposed as well as built) in the area in terms 

of collision risk to birds. 

 

5. All protected species should be surveyed as part of the baseline assessment.  

With reference to 4.4.71 of the scoping report the NBN Gateway shows records 

within 1 km of the study area of many vulnerable species including the great crested 

newt (Trituris cristatus).  The baseline assessment says that reptiles should be 

scoped out. We think that reptiles should NOT be scoped out and should be included 

in the baseline assessment, along with all protected species. 

 

 

6. The effect of EMR from transmission lines on honey bees and other animals should 

be scoped into the assessment.  With reference to 5.5, the scoping report argues 

from dated research that there is no detrimental effect on honey bees and cattle 

beyond 30m of the outer corridor of the proposed route 

(http://www.emfs.info/effects/agriculture/ . However, honey bees do not limit their 

foraging behaviour to a narrow corridor 30m from the transmission lines and will 

forage widely across them. Hives depend on their queen for survival, nuptial flights 

take place at approximately the height of the OHL and her accurate navigation back 

to the hive is crucial. The current database on the effects of EMR on bees and other 

animals is limited but there is a wealth of evidence to show that bee numbers are 

declining. It is therefore in the interests of all – SSE and local residents – to ensure 

that EMR from OHL does not impact on these animals and this therefore this should 

be scoped into the ES. 

 

 

 

Visual Amenity, Landscape and Cumulative effect. 

1. More viewpoints should be identified for LVIA within the EA. 

There are only a few viewpoints identified for assessment of the visual amenity and 

effect on landscape character For example - the minor road between Essich and 

Dunlichity NH 65896, 36738 (number 4 in the table).  From the grid reference given, 

this is the cattle grid, adjacent to the conifer plantation on the west of Carr Ban 

Wood. The cattle grid does not give the panoramic views found on the rest of the 

Essich road. If sequential assessment is carried out then it should be for some miles 

from the top of Dunlichity brae and along the Essich road where there are open 

views. Brin public road is another possible viewpoint where the proposed OHL, 

pylons and wind turbines should be assessed for LVIA where there is a backdrop of 

http://www.emfs.info/effects/agriculture/


revolving turbine blades against the Monadhliath Mountains. Other Viewpoints, 

within Strathnairn itself, should be included. 

 

2. Cumulative effect :  Local residents and visitors will experience the Strathnairn 

windfarms, overhead lines and 60m pylons set against the Monadhliath Mountains 

and this should be assessed in the ES.  These windfarms are: Glen Kyllachy Wind 

Farm (consented). The proposed Carr Ban Wind Farm (currently withdrawn), the 

Weathermast at Cloughmor (in Appeal). The operational wind farms - Farr Wind 

Farm and Dunmaglass Wind Farm (under construction) and all power lines and 

associated infrastructure including the substations at Tomatin and Knochnagael. 

 

 

Recreation and Tourism 

The ES should include assessment of the cumulative effect of pylons, OHL and wind 

turbines on designated tourist routes.  

The proposed OHP lines cut right through Strathnairn and the South Loch Ness tourism area. 

Visitors often tour the circumference of Loch Ness, one of the most internationally 

acknowledged iconic sites in the world. The South Loch Ness Trail is a popular tourist route 

and the Trail of the Seven Lochs passes directly underneath the revised route of the 

overhead line at the northern end of Loch Bunachton. The recently-developed footpath 

around Fearnag Lodge in Strathnairn, would be another walking circuit severely affected by 

the proposed route. 

The statement 5.7.123 states that the effects on recreation or tourism are short term 

events, and there are no direct impacts. We believe the effect on tourism, a source of 

important income in the local economy, would be major, should be assessed in the ES and 

scoped in.  
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