
DPEA Reference PPA-270-2129 
Report prepared by Strathnairn Action Group (SnAG) volunteers on the Appeal to Scottish 

Ministers for the Erection of a temporary (24 months) 60 m Anemometer Mast at Cloughmor 

(Planning reference Highland Council 14/04385/FUL, application submitted 20 November 2014). 

 

Background Information: 

There were 132 objectors from the local community to the application for an anemometer mast at 

Cloughmor. The application was considered by the Highland Council Planning Committee in the local 

context of an already existing temporary weather mast (less than 2 km from the proposed site) and 

applications for 9 wind turbines, 7 of which were proposed in situ next to the Cloughmor 

anemometer mast (Application 14/04805/FUL – for Carr Ban Wood, submitted 24 December 2014 

and 14/04452/FUL for Tom Fat Wood submitted 28 November 2014). 

Objections were based on the negative impact felt by residents in terms of visual amenity and 

landscape. The mast would be highly visible from nearby roads, from residences near Mains of Gask, 

at Inverarnie and Balnafoich.  Views of the weather mast would also be seen in the settlement of 

Bunachton, both in residences along the minor road and across the open water of Loch Bunachton. 

On the wider front, the cumulative impact of numerous windfarms and associated weathermasts (in 

planning, consented and in construction) with up to a total of 150 turbines in Strathnairn, has given 

rise to serious discontent and anxiety within the community. The application was refused by 

Committee on the grounds that the proposed development was contrary to Policy 67 of the 

Highland-wide Local Development Plan. Although the Planning Officer in his report to Committee 

(paragraph 8.3) did not object to the application, he stated   “……..… this is a potential precursor to a 

future renewable energy development ….”(sic). As such, the anemometer mast application must also 

be seen in its wider context. 

 

Strathnairn Action Group has considered the appeal by ‘Airvolution’ to Scottish Ministers against the 

refusal of the application by the planning authority and wish to draw to attention the following 

summary of the few positives and many negatives pertaining to the anemometer mast.  

Purported reasons for the mast 

Anemometer masts, for the purpose of recording wind speed and direction, and the power of the 

wind, are routinely requested at sites marked by companies for future wind farm development. The 

argument runs that not enough is known of the wind power at a site and therefore new 

meteorological data are needed to enable an assessment of whether the site is suitable for wind 

turbines. This argument is stated as justification for the 60 m Anemometer Mast at Cloughmor. The 

following is taken from the Design and Access Statement, paragraph 1.5: 

“A single anemometer mast is proposed on this site. The proposed mast is required for a 

period of 24 months to enable data to be collected regarding the wind resource at the site 

and provide a robust assessment of the potential electricity output of the site over the long 

term from a wind turbine(s) on the site.” 



Purported reason conflicting with early wind farm application 

However, the full application for a 7 turbine wind farm at the site was submitted very shortly after 

the application for the anemometer mast. The company had already come to a decision that the 

locality was appropriate for a wind farm and had already funded a substantial scoping study for the 

wind farm even before the mast had been erected and the first data from it had come on-stream.  

It is difficult to see therefore that the purpose of the anemometer mast was to ‘provide a robust 

assessment of the potential electricity output of the site’ in advance of the wind farm. 

Would the anemometer mast provide a robust assessment of long term wind resource? 

Recent scientific papers on wind speed and wind power contain analysis that casts doubt that the 

proposed anemometer weather mast can deliver robust data in the specified period of two years.  

The weather of the region – including wind speed - is highly variable. Wind speed is strongly 

influenced by meteorological activity outside the area, for example that related to the North Atlantic 

Oscillation. Several technical and scientific papers on UK wind speed illustrate great between-year 

variability, including the low windspeed years of 1987, 2001 and 2010, the ‘substantial decadal 

variation in storminess’ and  ‘strong inter- and intra-annual variability in extreme high and low wind 

speed episodes’ [1].  

Large variation in wind speed between years is the norm and to be expected therefore, and so the 

wind speed in any one or two years is unlikely to give a “robust assessment of the potential 

electricity output of the site over the long term”. What if the period chosen coincides with a phase 

of low or a high of wind activity and so provides misleading data on the long term wind resource? 

So even if a company installed a weather mast and ran it for two years, the data alone would offer 

little on the suitability of that location for a wind farm. 

Is the anemometer mast necessary at all: why are predictive programmes not used instead? 

The UK’s met office has operated and collated the data from many met observation points across 

the UK. The wind environment of the country is well characterised and provided the base data for 

the assessments of the above-cited trends and between-year variation. The variation of wind speed 

and power with height is also well understood scientifically as is the ‘drag’ effect of the vegetation 

and other structures on the ground below the turbines.  

The Met Office has invested substantially in the analysis of historical data as a foundation for 

forecasting. Their advanced weather forecasting system GloSea5 is considered one of the best in the 

world [2].  

Their work has also culminated in their (VMM) Virtual Met Mast™ and Virtual Met Mast™ Plus - 

programmes that “produce accurate, long-term, site and hub height specific wind climatologies”. 

They go on to state “Virtual Met Mast™ reports and data are used to support site search, selection 

and development activities across a range of large and smaller scale European projects.” [3]. 



Several commercial companies also offer services based on estimating wind speed and power at any 

point in the UK. Methods of estimating wind speed at turbine height are being developed in other 

countries such as New Zealand [4].   

The future for accurate, long term assessment of wind energy at sites in the UK is therefore in 

predictive tools such as VMM based on physics and engineering. Given the existence of these tools, 

the question arises as to why does the company wants to erect an anemometer mast?   

Why the anemometer mast? 

The residents of Strathnairn argued in response to the original proposal that an anemometer mast 

would be a further intrusion of tall engineered structures into an area of natural beauty and 

landscape value. They objected to the mast’s contribution to the creeping industrialisation of 

Strathnairn. While it might have become the norm for masts to be installed at wind farm sites, the   

evaluation of masts must take account of what new technical information they are to provide. 

However, the quality and uniqueness of such information is not detailed to support the necessity of 

a mast at this location. 

 

The wider context 

The planning application for 7 wind turbines at Carr Ban Wood was accompanied by an environmental 

statement (ES) providing data from a number of surveys undertaken by consultants to the developers. 

This planning proposal received objections from RSPB, SNH, SEPA, Historic Environment Team at 

Highland Council and the local community. The information provided by the ES is also relevant to the 

planning proposal for a weather mast. It must also be noted that the planning application for Carr 

Ban Windfarm was submitted on 24 December 2014 and then withdrawn on 12 May 2015. It was 

withdrawn 19 days before the Appeal for the 60m anemometer mast was submitted on 29 May. 

Further representations on the lodged appeal needed to then be made within 14 days. This ‘activity’ 

seems to benefit the Developer and is to the detriment of the local community attempting to interpret 

applications and any accompanying environmental statements and to gauge and represent 

community opinion when forming responses to them.   

 The importance of the ecology of the site 

The development site is located within a large scale plateau of pristine moorland habitat which 

holds nationally important populations of breeding birds, including ospreys, red kites, hen 

harriers and black grouse with occasional capercaillie and gold eagle recorded. Additionally, 

Slavonian grebe have bred on Loch Bunachton and other nearby Lochs. Loch Ashie, a special 

area of protection (SPA), is only 2.5 km away and is an important moulting site for Slavonian 

grebe. Loch Ruthven is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), an SPA and Ramsar 3 site and is 

only 7.5 km SW.  The site was planted in the 1980s with non-native coniferous trees, particularly 

sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis) and lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta). However, current forestry 

policy does not support further tree establishment on peat soils (see section below) and many 

areas are now being restored back to peatlands habitats. An area adjacent to the site contains 

‘ancient woodland’ and has been identified by the Forestry Commission for conservation and 

enhancement. 



 

Comment:  

Scottish Planning Policy 3, June 2014 (197) identifies areas of landscape that require significant 

protection as they contribute to species or contribute to the protection or enhancement of 

connectivity between habitats. Map 4 in the recent consultation document from Highland 

Council ‘Spatial Planning for Onshore Wind Energy in Highland’ builds on this. It shows Special 

Landscape Areas (SLA- coloured green) in Highland stretching through the Great Glen, Loch 

Duntelchaig, Loch Ruthven and Loch Ashie. The connectivity of habitats from SLA to Loch 

Bunachton, Bunachton Moor and Carr Ban Wood should be noted. 

 

 Building on deep peat will  increase carbon emissions 

Information about the depth of peat on the site and the hydrology of the area was given in the 

ES. Paragraph 14.59 of the ES states that ‘Peat depths in excess of 5m were recorded at 30 

locations’. Peat soils are highly saturated containing carbon and greenhouse gases which can be 

released when dried or altered. The presence of and excavation of peat soils on Carr Ban holds 

risks for the River Nairn, Loch Bunachton and associated fisheries and other wildlife. Among 

those at risk are salmon in River Nairn and the suitability of Loch Bunachton to hold breeding 

Slavonian Grebes. Hence these impacts must be taken into account for weather mast 

construction as well as wind turbines. 

Comment: 

Scottish Government Policy indicates that Planning Authorities should be supportive of 

proposals which help create a low carbon economy. However, disruption of the deep peat soils 

of Carr Ban Wood by construction of an anemometer mast and windfarm would not contribute 

to this and the carbon credentials of such a scheme would be undermined. 

The recent consultation document by SNH provides further information on the national 
importance of peat soils and their high conservation value http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-
and-development/advice-for-planners-and-developers/soils-and-development/cpp/ . A new soil 
map from ‘Scotland’s Soils’ website shows the underlying peat in Carr Ban Wood www.soils-
scotland.gov.uk/data/soil-carbon. Attached with this document is a map of the site showing the 
extent of the peat. This is the site of the anemometer mast. 

 
 

Strathnairn Action group concludes therefore: 

 that the proposed anemometer mast will not provide radically new information to the 

company that cannot be obtained from other sources; 

 that the short-term data so collected in any case would not provide a robust prediction of 

the wind resource through the life of the wind farm;   

 that robust information on wind power can be obtained from Met Office programmes 

based on the most advanced weather forecasting systems attuned to each location in the 

UK (or from private companies that offer wind-speed advice); 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/advice-for-planners-and-developers/soils-and-development/cpp/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/advice-for-planners-and-developers/soils-and-development/cpp/
http://www.soils-scotland.gov.uk/data/soil-carbon
http://www.soils-scotland.gov.uk/data/soil-carbon


 the many negatives and objections raised by the people and communities of Strathnairn far 

outweigh the actual benefits that accrue to the company; 

 that the proposed anemometer mast should be seen in the wider context of the 

conservation of habitat, biodiversity, and deep peat.  

 that the proposed anemometer mast will add to the cumulative effect on landscape and 

visual amenity  

Why then should the company go to the expense of an anemometer mast? Is it that the true value of 

the weather mast to the company is a foothold, a presence that will make it easier for the 

(withdrawn but more than likely to be resubmitted) wind farm proposal to go ahead? 

Strathnairn Action Group urge that on the basis of the evidence presented here and the absence 

of any suitable technical justification by the company of the true value of the anemometer mast, 

the appeal should be rejected. 
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