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MICHAEL FOXLEY 
Local Councillor who led the fight for 

Ardnamurchan High School & the Sunart Centre 
My election campaign in 1986 included a commitment to investigate the feasibility 
of a local high school in Strontian. This had been considered by Argyll County 
Council in the 1970s but was abandoned after a brief visit to Strontian. 
In 1988 a first ever high school for Kinlochbervie was consulted on by the Regional 
Council and agreed. This then led to the campaign for a local High School following 
an initial meeting I had with Karen Macgregor and Gill Calver in Salen. Then 
followed a long community campaign to raise expectations amongst the 
local community about both the school and community usage and lobby the Council 
and other public agencies for support. Meanwhile, as the local councillor I made 
sure that the project steadily climbed up the Council’s Capital programme. In 2000 
the Highland Council included Ardnamurchan High School in its programme of 4 
schools to be built under the public partnership route of funding. 
That was when the real work began. Over a 2 year period we had almost weekly 
meetings on the design and specification of the proposed community school. We 
had staunch assistance from experienced teachers and Education Managers Jim 
Stevenson and Hector Robertson. A key element of the design was to have a larger 
number of small classrooms rather than a small number of large classrooms as was 
being built elsewhere in the Highlands. 
Meanwhile, the community action team spent 2 years fund raising under the chair 
of Dr Susan Taylor and with the assistance of our paid development officer, Julie 
Turner. By 2001 we had raised £1.5m towards additional community features. After 
extensive discussions these included:  

 All weather football pitch 
 Full sized grass shinty pitch 
 A rural learning centre of 2 rooms for Lochaber College 
 A joint school and community library 
 A suite of rooms for a nursery and crèche 
 A fitness suite 
 An upgraded venue with high quality bleacher seating, sound and lighting 

equipment 
 High quality upgrading of the central courtyard 
 A hostel for distant and remote communities such as Drimnin, West 

Ardnamurchan etc 
 Art work in the dining area and library 
 Timber panels throughout the central area from various types of timber 

within the Sunart Oakwoods (the felling of local oaks for this required a 
pioneering 2 year UK national study of the various sustainable strategies for 
the management and use of native Oakwoods!) 

 What has it done for the area?  
I believe we have the best small venue in Scotland where, regardless of where you 
sit, you can see and listen to the show with a glass of wine in your hand. We have 
stopped families leaving the area and brought families into the area, and the High 
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FOREWORD 
This is a book about a school in a community, and a community in a school. 
It is about the resolve and hard work of a community that brought about the 
establishment of a new secondary school in an area where there had never been 
one previously, and about the vision of that community in campaigning for it to 
become more than just a school, but also a resource serving the needs of the 
whole community. 
Community ownership of the school is embodied in The Sunart Centre (Àrainn 
Shuaineirt), the name chosen by the Ardnamurchan and Morvern Community School 
Action Group for the community aspects of the new school. The community retains 
a sense of ownership through the locally elected voluntary committee that 
oversees access to the facilities outside school use and hours – the Àrainn 
Shuaineirt Management Committee (ASMC). 
This is a book that celebrates the use the community has made of the school in its 
first ten years, and the benefits that the school has brought to the community and 
the community has brought to the school. Through it we seek to build on the 
successes of the first ten years and ensure that both Àrainn Shuaineirt – The Sunart 
Centre – and Ardnamurchan High School continue to be at the heart of the 
community for years to come. 
Thanks to all who strived for many years to make this new school an actuality, and 
to all those who over these first ten years have helped the actuality meet the 
aspirations of the community. 

Eoghan Carmichael, Community Centre Co-Ordinator, September 2012 

School has been vital to bringing key workers into the area for jobs on local estates 
and businesses.  
We have one of the busiest youth clubs in the Highlands on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights, while Colm has firmly established Shinty in the area with great success. 
Stewart is helping football to become increasingly popular through youth club, Dot 
excels in active sports, Jane brings a quiet vitality and confidence to our library 
which is widely used by the school and community, and we have a wide range of 
community activities organised by our active Community Manager Eoghan, who has 
a comprehensive knowledge of all the regulations and a great ability to run 
successful concerts and events with the confidence to take the necessary 
measured risks. 
We are the best example of a community building, which is also a school, in the 
Highlands, if not, Scotland. The Sunart Centre and Ardnamurchan High School have 
brought our communities, villages and townships together as a focal point for our 
young people and future generations within our huge rural geographic area. 
Michael Foxley, Chair—Àrainn Shuaineirt Management Committee 



Chris Millar-Craig 
Ceannard Sgoile 

Ard-sgoil Aird nam Murchan 
Tha uiread de cuimhneachdan 
againn uile thairis air na deich 
bliadhnachan a chaidh seachad 
agus air an compairteachas eadar 
Àrd-Sgoil Aird na Murchan agus 
Àrainn Shuaineirt, ‘deich bliadhna 
còmhla’. Bho’n a thòisich an sgoil 
is Àrainn Shuaineirt bha e soilleir 
gur b’e rud sònraichte a bh’ann an 
iomairt seo. Choinnich mi ri 
Eoghan airson a chiad turas anns 
an oifis aig Inbhir Lòchaidh agus 
aig an àm sin cho-dhùin mi gur e 
duine comasach a bh’ann an 
Eoghan. Agus sin mar a bha e is 
mar a tha e. Tha na cuirmean-
ciùil, bùthan obrach is tachartasan 
ealain air a bhith glè chuideachail 
do na sgoilearan. Tha na 
cothroman spòrs, clubaichean 
òigridh agus cothroman eile airson 
cur-seachadan an dèidh na sgoile 
uile glè chudromach don òigridh. O 
chionn’s gu bheil Eoghan air a 
bhith faiceallach leis an airgid (!) 
bidh na busaichean a’ ruith 
fhathast agus gu pairt, ‘se sin an 
aobhar airson an soirbheachais. 
Meal do naidheachd do Eoghan 
airson deich bliadhnaichean de 
compairteachas soirbheachail agus 
tha mi a’ coimhead air adhart gus 
an deich bliadhnaichean ri tighinn.  
Crisdean  

Ronald Macintyre 
Vice-Chair  

Àrainn Shuaineirt Management 
Committee 

Àrainn Shuaineirt (the Sunart Centre) is a 
“Community School”, an idea that the 
Scottish Government borrowed from the 
US, an idea that multiple services (mostly 
education, health and leisure) could be 
housed in the same building. The design 
principle was for a flexible building that 
would service all members of the 
community, and it was built using a Public 
Private Partnership.  
We might consider ourselves a wee bit 
unique in the manner in which we have 
made this concept work, largely through 
good relationships on the ground. What we 
feel is the basis of our success is the level 
of community engagement, and that has 
nothing to do with the building, that is 
about people. Not the people who work in 
the building or the Management 
Committee (though they are all part of it), 
but the numerous people who run clubs 
and events, volunteer, and attend and 
enjoy the centre. From reading or writing 
groups, to youth events, artists on canvas 
or on the field, theatre and film buffs, it is 
those contributions that make this a 
unique community building.  
Personally, and on behalf of the 
Management Committee, I would like to 
thank everyone who has given their time 
over the last decade (and the decade 
before that) to making sure that Àrainn 
Shuaineirt is more than just a building. 
Ronald Macintyre 



Chris Millar-Craig, 
Head Teacher of Ardnamurchan High School 

We all have such varied memories of the ten years which is summed up with 

Ardnamurchan High School and the Sunart Centre, Ten Years Together 
Àrd-Sgoil Aird na Murchan agus Àrainn Shuaineirt, deich bliadhna còmhla.  

Of course, the opening years of AHS were hugely exciting, challenging and 
rewarding as has been reported else where in the Ardnamurchan High School Ten 
Years book. But right from the start, it was clear that Ardnamurchan High School 
and the Sunart Centre together was going to be something special and different. I 
remember meeting Eoghan Carmichael for the first time in those cramped quarters 
in Inverlochy where Cath had informed me “we’ve got a meeting with a man with a 
pony-tail!” Scary though that was, I did get the impression then that here was a 
man who knew something about events and bands and gigs! 
This is a story of partnership. Clearly, a story of partnership between community 
and community resource, between community and ASMC and vitally, between 
school, community and Àrainn Shuaineirt. AHS has gained enormously from the 
range of events, musical workshops and gigs, writers visits, film and drama, and a 
whole host of arts-related events and experiences. This has allowed our pupils a 
vital window on the broader educational experiences which would not have been 
possible without Àrainn Shuaineirt and the canny management of Eoghan. 
It is not just the Arts which have enhanced the experiences of our young people, 
but the fantastic sports resources have helped spawn a local enthusiasm for sport - 
shinty and football in particular - with an Ardnamurchan wide identity. Our feeder 
primary children get to know the place, the building and many of the staff as they 
come for youth club and summer activities. This is a very important part of helping 
youngsters become at home in AHS before they even start their schooling here. 
The Tuesday & Thursday buses and the highly successful youth clubs have also 
allowed an impressive range of extra-curricular activities to grow and be offered to 
young people; from extra revision classes and homework clubs, to pantomime, 
cookery and sport. It has all been possible due to the expert management which 
Eoghan has brought to Àrainn Shuaineirt and the partnership with the school 
My congratulations to Eoghan and all that he has achieved throughout the last ten 
years of partnership, and I look forward to building on this highly successful 
community venture during the next ten. It has been, and remains a privilege to be 
part of Àrd-Sgoil Aird na Murchan agus Àrainn Shuaineirt, còmhla.  
Chris 

Ardnamurchan High School and The Sunart Centre won the  
School in the Community: Better Public Services by Design  

at the Scottish Education Awards 2003 
The award was collected by the Council’s Director of Education Bruce Robertson and local 
councillor Dr Michael Foxley, with Gill Calver representing the local action group. Also present 
to receive the award were Eoghan Carmichael, Development Co-Ordinator of The Sunart 
Centre, Catherine MacDonald, Head Teacher of Ardnamurchan High School, and two senior 
pupils from the school. 



Ardnamurchan & Morvern Community School Action Group 
The campaign for a school 

A High School for Ardnamurchan had been on some 
wish lists for 20 odd years, but in 1988 Michael 
Foxley, as a fairly new and very keen local councillor, 
initiated a report and consultative meetings were 
held in schools in 1989. In 1991 Karen Macgregor and 
Gill Calver, as very new school parents, joined up 
with Michael and started a letter writing campaign. 
In June 1992 the location for the school began to be 
discussed. Ardnamurchan Joint School Boards decided 
in March 93 to campaign for a school in Strontian "as 

this was the centre that would enable the greatest access to the High School by all 
the surrounding communities". Agreement as to the siting of the High School had 
been indicated as the single most important step the local community could take in 
facilitating the speedy (!) implementation of the High School.  
The gang of three were joined in 1993 by Tom Moffat (who ably took on the chair of 
the group) and Lorna Michie. We produced our first leaflet, and continued with 
articles and letter writing, and a response from Channel 4's "Class Action" 
programme resulted in a 10 minute slot on national TV.  
Questionnaires went round the local communities, and in September we held a 
public meeting which over 100 people came to, and different sites (8 in all) were 
looked at, and Drimnatorran Farm became the preferred option. 
In early ‘96 the group was re-organised to include community councils and any 
others who were interested as well as school boards. A logo competition was held 
and our wonderful "eagle with a book" was chosen from the entries. We approached 
the Corrom Trust for funding for a leaflet which was sent out to around 800 people 
and organisations, lobbying for support. Easter Egg hunts became an annual event. 
In March 98 the site was finally purchased. Part of the ethos we were working 
towards was that the school should be a community asset, and not just for the 
children. EKOS produced a report on the economic impact of the school. We also 
wanted to be able to hold conferences and another presentation and questionnaire 
was sent to firms and organisations who might want to use the facilities.  
At last things were moving - in September ‘99 the draft accommodation schedule 
was published, and we produced a ten page response to that! Another school visit, 
this time to Ullapool was arranged. Finally, we met with three bidders in Strontian 
Hall in April 2000 and Gleesons were selected. Yet another questionnaire - this time 
about landscaping, and more responses about the design. Julie Turner was 
appointed Project Officer to help with the applications for funding the "add ons" so 
crucial to the community facilities. We still had consultations about the name of 
the school to negotiate, concerns about the water supply, and, after building 
started in June 2001, concern about the noise and disruption that the building work 
caused. But we had a school, and in December 2001, a Head Teacher too. The 
building was finally ready in time for August 2002 when the first pupils arrived.  
Gill Calver 
Ardnamurchan & Morvern Community School Action Group, August 2012  



Our History Since Opening 
From the first informal meetings between local Councillor Michael Foxley and Gill 
Calver and Karen Macgregor, the idea of Ardnamurchan High School being much 
more than just a school became integral to the planning and development of the 
project. By 2001 the Ardnamurchan and Morvern Community School Action Group 
had raised £1.5m towards additional community features. 
From the beginning the action group wished the community facilities to have their 
own identity to reflect the wider aspirations that included the whole community, 
and the name The Sunart Centre (Àrainn Shuaineirt) was chosen for the building 
and activities outwith the remit of the school. 
The commitment of The Highland Council to the project ensured adequate staffing 
for the community facilities. Eoghan Carmichael was appointed as Community 
Centre Manager in 2002, with dual responsibility for the Community Centre and 
also Lochaber College Rural Outreach Centre; in October 2002 Jane Johnstone 
arrived as School and Community Librarian; Stewart Malcolm (Youth Development 
Officer) came in 2005 and Dot Lynas as Active Schools Co-Ordinator in 2006. Also 
in 2005 Ronald Macintyre, then Martin Sampson and now Maria Townsend, took on 
responsibility for the Lochaber College / West Highland College Rural Learning 
Centre, leaving Eoghan Carmichael to concentrate full time on what was becoming 
a very busy community centre. 
Following the opening of the building the original Action Group became the Àrainn 
Shuaineirt Management Committee (ASMC), a fully constituted group with 
responsibility for overseeing the running of the community centre and other 
initiatives in support of these activities. The most significant of these has been the 
Àrainn Shuaineirt Transport Initiative, funded originally by the Scottish Executive 
and latterly by The Highland Council. Through this project the ASMC channels 
funding to local organisations that require help with transport cost, and because 
of our remote rural location many local groups could not function without this 
support.  
Of the many achievements of the Sunart Centre, perhaps that which most 
significantly affects the lives of the community has been the twice weekly youth 
clubs. Supported by ASMC Transport Funding, High Life Highland run buses from 
three outlying villages (Acharacle, Ardgour & Lochaline), enabling children and 
young people from our remote communities to meet and socialise in an out of 
school setting. Many activities are on offer, helping members to make the most of 
the facilities available, and the youth clubs have often been quoted as being 
among the busiest and most successful in the Highlands. 
The many activities available through the Sunart Centre include music, theatre, 
comedy and dance performances, regular film screenings, Book and Arts Festivals, 
shinty and football teams and a wide range of other sporting activities for 
children, young people and adults, nursery, childcare and mother & toddler 
groups, reading, writing & photography groups and adult learning opportunities.  
That is a potted history of the first ten years of Àrainn Shuaineirt – The Sunart 
Centre. We hope that with the support of our communities, staff and volunteers 
and those who resource us we will continue to grow and play a vital role in the 
lives of all in south west Lochaber. 



Having had three very successful 'Come & Try Family Archery Days' in the Sunart 
Centre over the last few months we are delighted that we now have our own club! 
Loch Sunart Bowmen will be based in the Sunart Centre and will serve the 

communities of Sunart, Ardgour, Morvern, 
Acharacle and West Ardnamurchan. 
It is hoped that 'satellite' clubs will be created 
once we are more established. 
The open days were organised and facilitated 
by High Life Highland and were for anyone to 
come and try, and we were lucky enough to 
have some amazing coaches from STAFAA 
( Scottish Target and Field Archery Association) 
to provide advice and training on the days. 
Jim Greig and Archie Scott, of STAFAA, Dubh 

Irbhinn and David & Molly Todd of South Lochaber 
Bowmen and their team, plus coaches and archers 
from Garrison Bowmen all came and shared their 
knowledge and experience. 
The turnout for these days was great, and we had 
over 50 people, adults and juniors on each day 
interested in a club. 
Loch Sunart Bowmen hope to start their shoots 

soon on Sunday 
afternoons and 
Tuesday nights in 
the Sunart Centre. 
We are also looking 
at some areas of 
woodland to create 
a 'Field Range' where 
members can 
experience and 
practice archery 
outside, at different 
distances and within varied terrain. 
If you are interested in becoming a member or 
having a go contact Heather Haining by email 
secretary4lsb@hotmail.co.uk for more details. 

Loch Sunart Bowmen 
introductory day in the Sunart 

Centre 

A new archery club for our area 



Since its opening the Sunart Centre has 
brought a comprehensive arts programme to 
the area, fully utilising the theatre, 
performance sound and cinema system 
incorporated into the building. 
Originally funded by the Scottish Arts 
Council, the programme is now supported 
by the National Lottery through Creative 
Scotland, with additional in-kind support 
from High Life Highland and local 
volunteers. 
Our programme has brought a wide 
spectrum of the arts over the years, and a 
sample some of the better known names is 
shown on the right. 
As part of our programme we encourage 
participation and workshops where possible. 
The Scottish Dance Theatre conduct 
workshops for us in all our primary schools 
as well as AHS during their (almost) annual 
visits, our Book Festival (now the 
independent Three Lochs Book & Arts 
Festival) provides workshops for all ages, 
Ardnamurchan Library brings author sessions 
to local schools, and of course we 
encourage participation in arts during the 
summer programme run in partnership with 
High Life Highland. 

The legacy of our 
programme can be 
seen in the talent 
and enthusiasm of 
our young people in 
all aspects of the 
arts, demonstrated 

in Youth Club X-Factor competitions, 
Ardnamurchan High School Talent 
Competitions and pantomime performances, 
and the future successes of AHS school 
leavers. 
To find out about our current programme 
visit our website www.sunartcentre.org 

Arts, Culture & Music 
Some of our programme highlights 

 
Traditional & Folk Music 
Capercaillie  Blazin’ Fiddles 
Aly Bain & Phil Cunningham 
Anne Lorne Gillies Barra MacNeils 
Altan Dougie MacLean 
Michael Marra Dick Gaughan 
Battlefield Band Shooglenifty 
Robin Williamson John Renbourn 
Michael Ó Suillebhain Harem Scarem 
 
Dance 
Scottish Dance Theatre 
David Hughes Dance 
 
Jazz 
Martin Taylor Tommy Smith 
Scottish Jazz Orchestra 
 
Classical 
Scottish Opera   Edinburgh Quartet 
Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
 
Comedy 
Boothby Graffoe Ross Noble 
Lee Mack Standout Comedy 
 
Theatre 
Dogstar Theatre Traverse Theatre 
Mull Theatre Splinters Theatre 
Prime Productions  Rapture Theatre 
 
Literature 
Alexander McCall Smith  Iain Banks 
Liz Lochhead Julia Donaldson 
 
Other 
Tashi Lumpho Tibetan Monks 
MacDonald Brothers (X-Factor) 
Mugenkyo Taiko Drummers 
Will Oldham (Bonnie Prince Billy) 



Taking over from the Ardnamurchan & 
Morvern Community School Action Group 
who oversaw the campaign for the new 
school and the fundraising for the 
additional community features, the 
Àrainn Shuaineirt Management 
Committee (ASMC) became a fully 
constituted voluntary group with 
responsibility for managing the Sunart 
Centre on behalf of the local 
communities and The Highland Council 
(now High Life Highland). 
With membership of Àrainn Shuaineirt 
defined as everyone living within the 
AHS catchment area, the Management 
Committee comprises two members from 
each of our five Community Council 
areas, along with reps from the Parent 
and Pupil Councils and non-voting 
advisors from other bodies. 
Although the centre is resourced by High 
Life Highland through staffing and 
revenue budget, the ASMC quickly 
developed initiatives of its own. The 
primary one is of course the Àrainn 
Shuaineirt Transport Initiative (see 
elsewhere), but others include 
supporting the Sunart Centre Film Club, 
obtaining funding for Gaelic cookery and 
other activities, financing the Àrainn 

Shuaineirt Book Festival, and supporting 
the Highland Council / High Life 
Highland Summer Activities Programme.  
The committee also provides catering 
and licensed bars at Sunart Centre 
events, both as a service to customers 
and as a fundraising venture, and 
currently finances the Sunart Centre Arts 
Programme with funding from the 
National Lottery through Creative 
Scotland and The Highland Council. 
Meetings of the Management 
Committee, which happen at the 
beginning of each school term, have 
always been well attended and are 
sometimes quite lively. Without the 
support and encouragement of the 
voluntary committee members many of 
the initiatives and activities that make 
the Sunart Centre and Ardnamurchan 
High School so special would never have 
come to fruition. As a servant of the 
committee, and on behalf of all those in 
our communities who have benefitted 
from their dedication, I would like to 
thank all committee members past, 
present, and indeed future, for their 
support and enthusiasm. 
Eoghan Carmichael 
ASMC Project Officer 

The Sunart Centre Film Club 
started up in November 2008 and has 
been showing a film on the last Saturday 
of the month ever since. Run by a small 
group of hardy, dedicated volunteers – 
under the wing of the ASMC - we bring 
all kinds of cinema experiences to the 
peninsula population. The film club is 
what's known as a 'third run cinema' – so 
we don't have access to new films until 
at least 12 weeks after release date – 
everyone’s got them on DVD by then 
anyway. That gives us freedom from the 
box office and the ability to show 

something a bit different from across 
the genres– a great classic; award 
winning foreign films; themed kids 
matinees, a food and film night for 
example. Of course if there is a must- 
see film we try to fit it into our 
programme too. We look forward to 
welcoming you to a film showing soon. 
Hollie Taylor 

Our Management Committee 



Strontian Learning Centre  
West Highland College UHI  

Since the Sunart Centre opened its doors the local college has been providing adult 
education from its learning centre based in the building. Over this time the college 
has developed and changed, first 
becoming a partner college in the UHI 
(University of the Highlands and 
Islands) and more recently in August 
2010 becoming West Highland College 
UHI when Lochaber College UHI 
merged with Skye and Wester Ross 
College.  
Over the last 10 years many people 
from across our communities have 
taken advantage of the opportunity to 
learn without travelling to Fort 
William or even further afield. Some 
have gained degrees through the UHI 
college partnership which every year has added to its growing portfolio of degrees 
that can be accessed at a distance. Others have updated or gained industry 

qualifications such as Food Hygiene, First Aid 
and Chainsaw, whilst many have participated 
in evening classes on a diverse range of 
subjects from Keeping Goats to Floristry. 
Another important aspect of our work is 
providing additional curriculum to the High 
School. In recent years this has involved 
professional cookery and as part of this we 
have supported school pupils who have 
entered prestigious national cookery 
competitions. 
So what will happen in the next 10 years? The 

answer to this will be in part decided by you and what learning you want to see, 
but what is certain is that as West Highland College UHI continues to develop so 
will the courses that can be offered from Strontian learning centre – so keep an eye 
out for what you can learn and if you can’t see what you want please let us know! 
Maria Townsend, Rural Learning Centre Manager, Strontian 



When we started our new jobs as Library 
Assistant and School and Community 
Librarian in October 2002, Janice 
MacKinnon and I revelled in the task of 
bringing this new library to life: for 
Janice, unpacking box after box of new 
books felt like all her Christmases had 
come at once; for me, the challenge of 
setting up a dual use school and 
community library where neither had 
existed before fulfilled an ambition I had 
had for 20 years.  

Here we had a purposefully designed 
space, fully shelved, carpeted and 
furnished, with brand new stock selected 
by Highland Libraries’ team of 
professional librarians; we had to put it 
all together and set it going. The 
skeletal shelves were fleshed out with 
books, the public access computers 
connected, the library management 
system activated, and the doors opened 
to users on 4th November 2002. 
Then our own learning curve began. 
Ardnamurchan Library serves an area 
with a rich heritage of writers, readers 
and even libraries. Evidence of the Coats 

Libraries, set up in remote rural 
communities in the early twentieth 
century, emerged with Sunart Archives’ 
find of the Drimnin Register: a catalogue 
of books and record of their borrowers 
between 1906 and 1912. We have seen 
examples of books stocked in Coats 
Libraries established in the same period 
at Salen, Refollen School and Strontian. 
The collection of current library books 
maintained today at Bonavoulin Hall, 
Drimnin, is shelved in the original Coats 

Library bookcase. 
The mobile library service was 
here before us and continues to 
serve our geographically 
dispersed communities. Users 
now have more choice, 
borrowing and returning books to 
the mobile, Ardnamurchan or 
Fort William libraries (or any 
other library in the highlands). 
Those who have access to the 
internet may manage their 
library account, reserving and 
renewing books, accessing 
authoritative reference materials 
or downloading e-audiobooks and 

e-books free, direct to their homes. We 
are here to help library members make 
the best possible use of these facilities. 
New technology and our soon to be 
refreshed public access computers will 
provide more access to a wider range of 
resources and online facilities than ever 
before.  
Local writers, Alasdair Maclean of Sanna 
(1926-1994), poet and author of Night 
falls on Ardnamurchan, and Alasdair mac 
Mhaighster Alasdair of Moidart (c1698-
c1770), the poet of the Gaelic 
Enlightenment, were soon identified as 
significant “gaps” in our stock. We have 

ARDNAMURCHAN LIBRARY 
Serving the communities of  

Sunart, Ardgour, Morvern, Ardnamurchan and Moidart 2002-2012 



acquired all that is available to us in 
print and much that is now out of print, 
with reviews, articles, leaflets and 
conference display material to enable us 
to respond to enquiries on the two 
Alasdairs.  
Other material of local interest, current 
and historical, has been assembled by 
acquisition from other libraries, library 
purchase and donation, with the advice 
and support of generous and 
knowledgeable members of the 
community. Books published by 
contemporary local writers are 
collected, and new writing supported 
through Sunart Writers’ Group, set up in 
2007, which now meets regularly in the 
library, and, this summer, our first 
residential creative writing weekend.  
New reading groups have been 
established in Strontian, Lochaline and 
Kilchoan and the library helped to set up 
the Àrainn Shuaineirt Book Festival 
which has now evolved into the Three 
Lochs Book and Arts Festival.  
Future readers are participating in 
Bookbug sessions of songs and action 
rhymes for babies and toddlers, 
replacing the Rhymetime scheme which 
ran from 2005 to 2009. Bookbug Baby 
packs are delivered by the health 
visitors, Toddler packs (18 months) 
collected from the library and Pirate 
packs distributed to three year olds at 
an annual Bookbug Pirate session for all 
the nurseries in the area (with 
occasional outreach visits for those who 
can’t attend).  
Strontian Primary School now visits once 
every three weeks during term time. 
The children’s confidence in finding and 
choosing books for themselves, their 
enthusiasm for books and reading and 
their use of the library out of school 
hours, at junior youth club and during 
the school holidays, bodes well for their 
future as active self-motivated readers 
for information and enjoyment. The 

other primary schools cannot visit so 
regularly but are always welcome, and 
advice and support is available for those 
who want to organise their own 
libraries.  
Teenagers provide us with many 
challenges: enthusiastic readers need 
ever more engaging, stimulating and 
challenging material; reluctant readers 
need to be provided with a wide range 
of choices to enable them to find and 
choose something which connects with 
their interests. The library provides 
many opportunities for learners, in 
groups and as individuals whether in 
animated discussion or silent study (with 
or without personal music): browsing 
news and magazines; relaxing in a 
comfortable, secure, but challenging, 
environment; sharing the library 
robustly with their peers while 
respecting the needs of other users.  
My message to all our users, and those 
who haven’t used us yet, is keep using 
us, keep making demands on us, so that 
the library will continue to learn from 
you how to be a truly flexible learning 
environment, to explore and celebrate 
the past, the present and the future of 
our communities. 
Jane Johnstone 

Situated 24 miles from Strontian, 
Glenuig Hall has been at the heart of 
cultural life of Lochaber since 1995. 
Equally accessible from Fort William, 
Mallaig and Ardnamurchan, Glenuig 
Hall is an ideal venue for private 
functions and hosts a varied 
programme of arts events throughout 
the year.. 
Visit our website to find out more, or 
contact us on 01687 470267. 

www.glenuig.org.uk 
Glenuig Hall, Glenuig PH38 4NG 



In addition to High Life Highland and Ardnamurchan High School, West 
Highland College has an outreach centre based in the Sunart Centre. 

PHOTO 

MARIA TOWNSEND is employed part time by 
West Highland College UHI as the local learning 
centre manager responsible for post 16 learning 
from degree level to more leisure based 
provision. She has been looking after the centre 
now for 3 years but has been involved in adult 
education for over 10 years. In her time as 
centre manager she has organised a diverse 
range of course from chainsaw maintenance and 
operation to floristry and first aid. 

As always, a thriving community centre relies on the good will of the community 
and the dedication of casual and part time staff and local volunteers to ensure 
that its services and activities are delivered effectively. Many thanks to all those 
who have helped out in the past and those currently involved with the Centre—
without your help none of this would have been possible. 

CONTACTS AT THE SUNART CENTRE 
 

To keep in touch with events in the Sunart Centre please visit our website 
www.sunartcentre.org 

Our postal address is: 
The Sunart Centre, Strontian PH36 4JA 

 

Email addresses can be obtained from the contact page of our website. 
Telephone numbers are as follows:: 
 

The Àrainn Shuaineirt Management Committee should be contacted in 
the first instance through Eoghan Carmichael in the Sunart Centre Office. 
 
Eoghan Carmichael  
Community Centre Co-Ordinator ........................... Tel: 01397 709228 
 

Jane Johnstone 
Network Librarian ................................................... 01397 709226 
 

Stewart Malcolm 
Youth Development Officer ........................................ 01397 709225 
 

Dot Lynas 
Active Schools Co-Ordinator ....................................... 01397 700105 
 

Maria Townsend 
West Highland College .............................................. 01397 874280 
 

Ardnamurchan High School ....................................... 01397 700105 



 

EOGHAN CARMICHAEL was asked in June 2002 to 
bring some form and substance to the proposed 
community aspects of the new school. Somehow he 
has never left. 
Eoghan is currently employed by High Life Highland as 
Community Centre Co-Ordinator, with responsibility 
for managing all aspects of community access to the 
building. Eoghan also promotes arts and other events 
in the centre and acts as project officer for the 
Àrainn Shuaineirt Management Committee. 

 

JANE JOHNSTONE was appointed on a 6 month 
contract as School and Community Librarian in 
October 2002 to provide a library and learning centre 
responsive to the needs of the community. She stayed 
to oversee the development of a successful dual use 
library which thrives on the participation of its users.  
Jane is now employed by High Life Highland as 
Network Librarian based at Ardnamurchan Library, 
committed to continuing to provide a progressive and 
innovative library service.  

 

DOT LYNAS was appointed as Active Schools Co-
Ordinator in 2005, having previously worked locally 
for the Social Inclusion Partnership. The role of Active 
Schools Coordinators is to increase the number of 
opportunities for all children and young people to get 
engaged in sport and also to build bridges with sports 
clubs and other community organisations, giving 
pupils a ‘pathway’ to continue their participation in 
sport outside of the school gates. 

 

STEWART MALCOLM is our Youth Development 
Officer, working part time. Youth Development 
involves sourcing a variety of events and activities for 
young people which provide learning opportunities to 
develop the social skills, such as self-confidence and 
empathy, to help enable them to realise their full 
potential during the crucial period of transition from 
childhood into adulthood. 

Sunart Centre staff are employed by HIGH LIFE 
HIGHLAND to deliver a range of services within the 

centre and to the wider community. 



The BIG TOUR & ALBUM 
PROJECT 

Coming to our area in 2008, the BIG Tour and 
BIG Album Project was a songwriting and music 
making project for 10 - 15 year olds based in 
Broomhouse, near Edinburgh, supported by an 
award from the Scottish Arts Council's Youth 
Music Initiative.  
The BIG Tour and BIG Album Project aimed to 
build confidence, self-esteem, motivation and 
self-discipline through the process of music 
making, songwriting, rehearsals, performance 
and recording opportunities, led by Edinburgh-
based singer/songwriter Kim Edgar.  
The first stage of the project took place in Broomhouse, with six months of music 
making/songwriting opportunities for young people. 
The second stage, where young people in Broomhouse and two satellite projects in 
Livingston and the Sunart Centre, Strontian, took part in intensive songwriting 
workshops in each of the three locations across Scotland. 

Collaboration and communication 
between the young people was 
supported by an interactive 
songwriting forum provided by 
www.burnsong.com. The young 
people in each area worked 
towards a local performance of 
their songs, backed by a band of 
professional musicians including 
Karine Polwart, Mattie Foulds 
and Future Pilot AKA. 
In Strontian the BIG Gig took 
place in the Sunart Centre on 
Saturday 16th August 2008. 
Recordings from this and the 
other two gigs on The BIG Tour 
were used to create a 
compilation entitled The BIG 
Album, copies of which are still 
available from the Sunart Centre. 
Those who took part in the 
Strontian sessions were Mathew 
Bradley, Sara MacKinnon, Kerry 
Borwick, Rhona Maitland, Donald 
MacAulay, Rebecca Stace, Lucy 
MacMillan, Jan Hendrik Ewers, 
Caitlin Laybourne and Caleb 
Lock. 



After school cookery at Àrainn Shuaineirt 
As part of the wealth of after school activities on offer for young people, the youth 
cookery initiative began in 2008. I remember the evening I was in a local shop and 
was behind a queue of young people buying a variety of ‘snack food’. I asked them 
that if I ran a session which allowed them to cook their own food, would they be 
interested. The resounding ‘yes’ led to Eoghan and I working on an application to 
the Community Health Fund for financial support to run an after school programme 
of healthy eating cookery classes for young people, which ran for the winter season 
between October and April 2008-09. 
When that funding stream ceased we discussed options and decided to offer the 
classes through the medium of Gaelic, allowing a successful application to Bòrd na 
Gaidhlig’s Taic Freumhan Coimhearsnachd programme. The Gaelic cookery sessions 
have been running since 2009; the number attending has been steady and the 
cookery is enjoyed by those who participate. The programme is open to Gaelic 
learners, fluent speakers and to others. My thanks go to the Gaelic Department of 
Ardnamurchan High School who check the Gaelic menus and help with the sessions. 
I’d like to thank Eoghan and the Àrainn Shuaineirt Management Committee for their 
support in providing a community organisation to undergird the funding 
applications, supply transport and facilitate the programme. 
My thanks also to The NHS Trust Community Funding and to Bòrd na Gaidhlig for 
their continuing financial support. 
Patricia Kennedy, AHS Administrative Assistant 

Youth Development at the Sunart Centre 
As Youth Development Officer based at The Sunart Centre I aim to provide 
opportunities for young people to develop their social, physical and emotional skills 
as they make the transition from childhood to adulthood. These skills can be 
transferred to the world of work where getting along with others is vital. 
Some of the events and activities provided by or supported by High Life Highland 
Youth Development are:  
Support to Senior Youth Club – Football coaching, support to young volunteers who 
will gain certificates (employers and further education bodies put a real value on 
volunteering), providing additional activities such as Bodyzorbing, Mobile Climbing 
Wall, Silent Disco, music and drama. 
Youth Voice: Really giving young people a voice on decisions that affect them both 
in their communities and Highland wide (we have two members of the Highland 
wide parliament of young people). 
Summer programme: Organising a range of activities for young people during the 
summer holiday period e.g. Paintballing. Graffiti Art Project, Film Making, 
Kayaking, Archery, Zip Wire, climbing wall. 
Transitions Project: Young people from Ardnamurchan and beyond take part in a 3 
day adventure activity based residential which focusses on making the transition 
from primary to secondary school easier. 
Health and wellbeing: Drama/media projects such as anti-bullying, drugs and 
alcohol awareness projects in partnership with Ardnamurchan High School. 
Best wishes to The Sunart Centre for the next decade.  
Stewart Malcolm, Youth Development Officer. August 2012  



YOUTH CLUB TRANSITIONS 
Children often find the transition from Primary to Secondary education daunting, 
and this can be particularly so when moving from small village primary schools to a 
large establishment such as Ardnamurchan High. 

To help ease this transition, Stewart Malcolm (Youth 
Development Officer) and the Sunart Centre Youth Club, 
under the management of Robert and Justine Dunn, 
supported by Dot Lynas (Active Schools) organised the 
first Transitions Weekend for new S1 pupils in 2009, 
taking a party of 15 to the Badaguish Outdoor Centre 
near Aviemore. 

The trip was made possible by the recent 
acquisition by AHS of a minibus that 
enabled a weekend stay without reliance on 
public transport or expensive bus hire.  
Over a period of four days life was very 
busy with activities, games, singing, 
preparing and eating meals and generally 

having fun. Although for some it was the first 
time away from home for such a long period, 
all remained cheerful throughout the trip. 
Some of the activities were very challenging 
and the young people supported each other 
through all the tasks, although there were of 
course times when competition was necessary. 
The success of this first trip and a subsequent 
one in 2010 ensured that the Transitions 
Weekend has now become an annual feature 
of the calendar, supported by AHS, High Life 
Highland and the ASMC. 

Transitions Group at Badaguish Outdoor Centre 2010 

‘I’ve loved my time at Badaguish 
and bonded with everyone! I’ve 

made loads of friends and I 
genuinely think moving up to high 
school will be easier now!! I loved 
‘Mad Monkeys’ and felt so proud 
of myself when I completed River 

Raiders. The adults were so 
friendly and let us have our 

freedom! I can’t wait to see my 
new friends on Tuesday at AHS!’ 

‘I enjoyed the trip 
because I met new 
people and learned new 
things. I would do it all 
again. It was ten out of 
ten.’  

“I have had a fantastic time here 
at Badaguish. I have enjoyed all of 
the activities, especially messing 
around. I have made lots of new 
friends and I am looking forward to 
high school more than ever.”  



Àrainn Shuaineirt Transport Initiative 
Since the opening of AHS and the Sunart Centre it was obvious that the provision 
of transport was to be crucial to the success of the building. Serving a wide 
geographic area, it would be essential to develop our own transport links if people 
from these widely dispersed communities were to be able to access the facilities. 
To this end the ASMC submitted an application to the Scottish Executive’s Rural 
Community Transport Fund, which was successful, as were subsequent bids in 
following years. The funding is now provided by The Highland Council Community 
Transport Fund*. 
The Àrainn Shuaineirt Transport Initiative (ASTI) enables travel for a wide range of 
social and sporting groups. Most significantly, High Life Highland receives support 
to provide transport to and from the Sunart Centre from three outlying villages 
(Ardgour, Acharacle and Lochaline) on Tuesday and Thursday nights, enabling all 
young people in the area to make evening use of the facilities. Also supported are 
all the sporting clubs in the area and a wide range of other groups who benefit by 
being able to access affordable transport to cultural or social events throughout 
Scotland. 
*At time of writing we are awaiting the outcome of a fresh bid to The Highland Council for Transport 
Funding from March 2013 onwards. 

ACTIVE SCHOOLS 
My role as an Active Schools Coordinator for Ardnamurchan is to increase activity 
levels of children and young people by ensuring there are more opportunities to 
participate in sports and more people delivering opportunities in schools and the 
wider community. 
My key duties are; 

1. Increase the quality and range of sports opportunities offered before and after 
school and during lunch time. 

2. Develop effective pathways between school and sports clubs to support the 
transition from school to club sport. 

3. Recruit, retain and develop a network of volunteers, coaches, leaders and 
teachers who in turn deliver opportunities in school sport and club sports. 

4. Increase the number of young people engaging in volunteering as sports 
leaders and coaches in both school and 
club settings. 

5. Increase participation amongst under-
represented groups including girls and 
young women and children and young 
people with a disability. 

If you are interested in volunteering or you 
have any skills you can offer please contact 
me at Ardnamurchan High School. I can in 
return support you in terms of offering 
courses in sports coaching, first aid, child 
protection that may then go on to paid 
work.  
Dot Lynas, Active Schools Co-Ordinator 

Teenagers help to deliver our busy 
Summer Activities Programme 



SPORTS & RECREATION 
Ardnamurchan High School and the Sunart Centre are very well equipped with 
sports facilities, thanks to pressure from the Action Group, and all are very well 
utilised by both school and community. 

We have a Fitness Suite Gym with six stations 
(left), a large Games Hall, a floodlit all-
weather pitch and a grass sports field that 
fulfils the requirements of a full shinty pitch. 
The centre hosts regular fitness and activity 
classes for children, young people and adults, 
such as weekly Circuit Training, Zumba and 
Yoga, and the facilities of the Sunart Centre 
and Ardnamurchan High School are used 
exhaustively by members of the community 
for other sporting activities. 

Shinty: Ardnamurchan Camanachd. Ardnamurchan High School was built with 
shinty in mind, having a fantastic shinty pitch to rival any in Scotland. A team was 
started in October 2005 with a junior team, but soon old shinty hands in the area 
started their own training and it was decided to form a senior team. Now junior, 
men’s and ladies teams compete regularly in leagues with matches across Scotland, 
supported by ASTI transport funding. 
The club's colours were taken from the coats of arms of two of the main ruling 
clans of the area; the MacIains, who were a branch of Clan Donald, and the 
Camerons. The colours are red, gold and black. Successes so far have been: 

School Competitions: U14 - MacPherson Cup, runners up (2006). U14 - MacPherson 
Cup, third place (2007). U13 - MacBean Cup, Runners up (2007); MacRae & Dick 6s 
Winners 2012. 
Camanachd Association Competitions: U14 - North of Scotland league shield (2006). 
U14 - Feill Chaluim Cille (shinty/hurling) third 
place (2007). U14 - North Division Three 
champions (2008). 
Football: always popular with adults and young 
people, adult training takes place on Wednesday 
evenings, while training for young people occurs 
at both youth clubs and also during and after 
school through AHS and Active Schools. Youth 
Club teams play against other teams from Mallaig 
and Kinlochleven and inter-village tournaments 
among themselves, while school teams play in 
the Highland Small Schools, boys and girls S1-6 
tournaments every year and have regularly 
reached the finals. The girls have travelled to 
Stornoway to play in the Kirk Cup with financial help from the ASMC.  
Archery: as reported elsewhere, we are delighted with the progress made in 
starting up a new archery club in the area. Loch Sunart Bowmen are now fully 
constituted and will be making full use of the Sunart Centre facilities from now on. 

The victorious Strontian team in 
the Junior Youth Club  

inter-village football 2012 



Sunart Centre Youth Clubs 
Since its inception, Ardnamurchan High School was to be much more than just a 
school, not least for the children and young people of the area. Before opening, 
plans were in place for weekly activities to focus on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, when regular buses would be provided from three outlying villages 
(Ardgour, Lochaline and Acharacle) to enable people from all our communities to 
access the facilities on offer.  
In addition to the Library opening on these 
evenings, a Youth Club was started to provide 
something for the young people of the peninsula. 
At first all ages (8-18) were mixed together, but 
as Youth Club became more popular and numbers 
rose it was necessary to split the age groups to 
Senior Youth Club (secondary pupils) on Tuesdays 
and Junior Youth Club (aged 8 up to S1 pupils) on 
Thursdays. 
Youth Club is run by a combination of High Life 
Highland employed Youth Workers and volunteers from the local community. We 
are so lucky to have the use of the fantastic facilities of the Sunart Centre enabling 
the clubs to provide a wide range of activities such as sport, arts and crafts, 
cooking, films, drama, music, Stars In Their Eyes/X-Factor Competitions, or just a 
place to chat to friends. The buses provided make it easy for all young people to 
come to Youth Club – a valuable asset in a remote rural area. 
 In addition to the weekly clubs the Youth Club runs occasional off-site excursions; 
away football matches; paintballing days for S4s at Easter (a great steam-letting-

off exercise just before standard 
grades exams), trips to 
Murrayfield for international 
rugby matches. 
Youth Club is definitely here to 
stay. It is invaluable for the 
primary school children of our 
remote communities (four 
schools) to meet their peers and 
get to know the building in which 
they will be spending their 

secondary years – a transitions experience like no other 
– and also for secondary pupils to engage in a wide 
variety of after school activities that would otherwise 
not be available to them. Many different people from 
the community have taken their turns to run and 
support the Youth Clubs over the years, as volunteers 
and paid staff, and with support from the community 
the young people of the area will continue to have this 
great opportunity. 
Justine Dunn, parent & volunteer 

Paintballing teams in 2007 

Youth Club Cookery 

Stars in their Eyes 2007 



Since 2008, Àrainn Shuaineirt has been 
home to Room 13 International Summer 
School. 
Room 13 is a social enterprise and 
educational project which grew out of 
artists’ residencies held by Rob Fairley 
in Acharacle and Caol Primary Schools 
during the 1980s and early 90s. Today, 
Room 13 hosts a growing network of 
independent art studios in schools and 
community settings worldwide. 
Room 13 International Summer School 
developed as a forum for visiting artists 
and young people from Room 13 studios 
to participate in a programme of arts 
activities and cultural exchange. We 
quickly discovered that Strontian 
presents an ideal location for an artists’ 
retreat. We found a marvellously well 
equipped building, sitting quietly in a 
beautiful setting, just a short walk from 
the village centre. The facilities on offer 
at Àrainn Shuaineirt are excellent, and 
the community has never failed to 
extend a warm welcome to visiting 
artists and guests. 
Over the years, we have seen many 
positive interactions between our 
international guests and local residents, 
many of whom go out of their way to 
extend hospitality. Cream teas, pony 
rides and guided tours are among the 
treats that have been laid on by the 
locals!  
South African artists Vusi and Makara 
offered tie-dye and print making 
workshops in 2008. These were a popular 
addition to the summer playscheme that 
year! In 2009, we welcomed a party of 
seven children and three teachers from 
Room 13 Shikshayatan; a remote village 
school in Tamil Nadu, south India. The 
children, who turned out to be 
extremely well read in three languages 
were overcome by the wonders of 

Ardnamurchan Library! After completing 
that summer’s reading challenge in 
record time, they shared some of their 
other skills with the community – such as 
an Indian cookery class where we 
learned to produce six varieties of tasty 
rice dishes, as well as sessions of yoga, 
embroidery and intricate mendi designs.  
Another year, a group of children from 
Room 13 Old Ford, in Tower Hamlets, 
East London enjoyed drama and circus 
skills in the gym, while the local lads 
challenged the Soweto boys to a 
‘friendly’ match on the all weather 
pitch. Tom Coston from Los Angeles 
begged a lesson on a borrowed accordion 
during Feis week, while his fellow 
Americans led a performance based 
photography excursion down by the 
river.  
In addition to local walks and scenery 
enjoyed by all, many of our visitors take 
time to explore further afield. Much 
artistic inspiration has been gained from 
excursions to Acharacle, Ardnamurchan 
point, Mallaig, Castle Tioram, Glenuig, 
Glenfinnan, Lochailort, Fort William and 
Glen Nevis – and not forgetting the 
summer exhibition at Resipole Gallery.  
And of course there is the artwork! Our 
summer studio in Àrainn Shuaineirt, has 

Room13 International Summer Schools 



Our inspiration to form in 2007 came 
from Liz Lochhead whose workshops at 
Àrainn Shuaineirt Book Festivals in 2005 
and 2006 brought together many 
interested local writers. 
Once established, our monthly meetings 
were often led by the much missed 
Jacqui Campbell Elliott. We always set 
‘homework’ which we would read to one 
another followed by a light hearted 
writing exercise for the time remaining. 
Meetings were always entertaining, 
simply because everyone had a different 
response to the tasks each week. There 
were (and still are) lots of laughs. 
Over the five years of our existence we 
have been fortunate to host a number of 
author workshops, including those given 
by James Robertson and Gerry Loose. 
We also attended a lively workshop at 
the Three Lochs Festival in 2010, given 
by the dynamic duo of authors, Stuart 
McBride and Allan Guthrie. 
To coincide with this festival, the group 
collaborated on a booklet of writing 
called ...in black and white. The group 
hosted an evening ceilidh of readings 
and music; this was based on a similar, 
smaller scale event held in 2008 called 
‘Write-Jam’. At both events there was 
an emphasis not only on writing but on 
original music too. 

Individual members have had some 
publishing successes. Jacqui published 
her novel The Witches’ Tree and Jo 
Newman published her autobiographical 
account of living in Knoydart, The 
Swirling Tide. 
Members have regularly attended the 
annual Scottish Association of Writers 
conferences, and won prizes for poetry, 
teenage novel writing, writing for young 
children, non-fiction and short stories. 
At our most recent meetings, members 
have brought along work in progress. All 
genres of writing are encouraged. The 
process of hearing work being read, 
followed by any ensuing debate, has 
consistently proved to be very helpful.  
There is interest in writing for radio 
which we are hoping will be satisfied at 
the next Three Lochs Festival. 
The Sunart Writers Group is grateful for 
the support from the Sunart Centre 
staff, especially Jane and Eoghan and 
from Peter Urpeth the writing 
development officer at Hi-Arts. 
We are always looking for new members, 
whatever their writing experience. All 
are welcome. We meet on the third 
Thursday of the month in the library. 
Do come along. 
Ruth Ellis 

seen a great breadth and variety of artwork produced by people of all ages. Room 
13 summer school is a destination for the creative and the curious, who have come 
from near and far to gather in the light filled art room, where ideas are sparked 
through conversations that take place between cultures and across generations. All 
manner of drawings and painting, sculpture, and performance has taken place. The 
space itself has been a feature in much of the work that has gone on. From laying 
out our vast collection of postcards in the main hall, to recording the musical 
sounds that can be produced by running a hand along the balcony railings.  
It is for all these reasons and so many more that Àrainn Shuaineirt is thought of 
fondly as a home from home by so many friends and associates of Room 13 from 
around the world!  
Claire Gibb (Room 13) 

Sunart Writers’ Group 





THREE LOCHS BOOK & ARTS FESTIVAL 
The Àrainn Shuaineirt Book Festival was run by a small team based around 
Ardnamurchan Library and the Sunart Centre for a few years – a great deal of hard 
work which became untenable for the small 
team. In February 2010 a new committee 
was established to organise an arts festival to 
include literature, music, film and art and 
this became the Three Lochs Book and Arts 
Festival.  
The first festival under new management 
took place in September 2010. It aimed to be 
highly inclusive enabling both young and old 
to enjoy the great programme of events on offer. We had film, food, author talks, 
cooking, art and storytelling and it was declared a success by all who attended. 
We are very lucky to have Alexander McCall Smith CBE as our Patron. He was a 
brilliant speaker at our first festival and has taken a great interest in the continuing 
success of the Three Lochs Book and Arts Festival. 
Without the use of the Sunart Centre it would be extremely difficult to run such an 
event in a small rural community. The Sunart Centre staff and management 
committee are thoroughly supportive and helpful throughout the year when we host 
smaller events, and especially at festival time. With the second festival taking 
place in September 2012, the Three Lochs Book and Arts Festival committee hope 
that this is now a fixture on the calendar for many years to come. 
Justine Dunn 



 



THANKS 
The Àrainn Shuaineirt Management Committee wishes to convey our thanks to 
all those who helped to create and maintain this wonderful resource for our 
communities.  

 To all involved in the Ardnamurchan and Morvern Community School 
Action Group who campaigned for fourteen years to ensure that a new 
secondary school was built in Ardnamurchan, and that it would serve as a 
true community resource. 

 To Ken Allan and Gavin Bowie of The Highland Council of the PPP1 
Team who helped bring these dreams to fruition. 

 To MITIE PFI and Angus Macdonald for looking after the building for us, 
and to our JANITORS, Tommy & Donald O’Connor and Sean & Ian 
Turner, for their invaluable assistance and good cheer while helping to 
make everything happen.  

 To Mary MacIntyre and her AHS Catering Staff for good food and friendly 
help whenever requested. 

 To our CLEANERS, Bridget Tennant, Jo Gunnell, Margaret Ferguson and 
Selena Wright, for uncomplainingly tidying up after us and keeping the 
building in such good condition. 

 To the VOLUNTEERS and casual SPORTS and YOUTH CLUB STAFF who 
help to deliver services in the Sunart Centre and throughout the 
community. 

 To High Life Highland for ensuring the building is adequately staffed and 
resourced. 

 To The Highland Council for funding our transport project, without which 
the Sunart Centre and many in our communities would not be able to 
fulfil their potential. 

 To Patricia Kennedy and Kay Malcolm for their admin support, and all at 
Ardnamurchan High School for their partnership over the years. 

 To The National Lottery through Creative Scotland for funding our arts 
programme. 

 To the NHS Trust Community Funding and to Bòrd na Gaidhlig for their 
continuing financial support. 

 To all those who use the building and help to make it a thriving 
community centre. 

This booklet is published by the Àrainn Shuaineirt Management Committee in 
September 2012 to mark the tenth anniversary of the opening of Àrainn 

Shuaineirt—The Sunart Centre—and Ardnamurchan High School. 
Printed by Printsmith, Fort William. 



 


