
 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 7th October 2019 at 7pm 
IN ROSEWELL PARISH CHURCH HALL 

PRESENT: 
RDCC: Ann Montague (Secretary), Helen Blackburn (Treasurer), Abby Houston (Committee 
Member) 
APOLOGIES: John Sime (Chair), Mike Anderson (Committee Member)   
POLICE: PC Graham Black 
RESIDENTS: 12 
 

PLEASE CLICK ON THE BLUE LINKS TO VIEW BACKGROUND INFORMATION VIA THE RDCC 
WEBSITE OR AN EXTERNAL SOURCE 

1 POLICE REPORT  

1.1 PC Graham Black reported the Rosewell Crime statistics for September 2019 which can be 
viewed on RDCC website CRIME REPORTS page. There were 2 crimes recorded with 2 
solved. During this period there were 30 calls to Police Scotland. The meeting was reminded 
of the numbers to contact Police Scotland when telephoning, also Your View Counts – details 
are on the report.  

Police/ 
Residents 

1.2 PC Black informed the meeting about free security checks by Police Scotland, whereby if 
requested they will visit residents’ houses and give advice. 

Police/ 
Residents 

1.3 PC Graham Black spoke about bogus callers at this time of year – if no one is expected, do 
not let anyone unknown into your house and ask for ID. Also keep all doors locked even if you 
are in the house. Always make checks on any type of workers turning up at your door. If you 
have any suspicions or worries take a note and report it to 101. 

Police/ 
RDCC/ 
Residents 

1.4 A resident asked what the law was regarding fireworks. PC Black said people may have their 
own fireworks – this applies to adults and they should never be sold to children. There are no 
set times when fireworks can be set off but should be reported if causing a nuisance or let off 
during unsocial hours. PS are very aware of fireworks causing a nuisance on the run up to 
and after 5th November, however if there are youths seen with fireworks the police should be 
called. This is a very busy time of year with Halloween and PS are also asking shops not to 
sell eggs or flour to youths.  

Police/ 
Residents 

1.5 A resident reported there had been obvious drinking happening at the new cemetery with 
empty cans and bottles lying around. PC Black said this would be given attention and 
reminded the meeting to pass on information to PS regarding these types of activities. 

Police/ 
Residents 

2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 26.8.19  

2.1 The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th August 2019 were read and approved.  

3 TREASURER’S REPORT.  

3.1 The balance in our account is £4298.23 which includes Rosewell Neighbourhood Group’s 
money being operated separately from RDCC money. Breakdown of account is: 
RDCC Balance - £1518.45 (includes grants £750.00 for Kurling sets).  
RNG Balance - £2779.78 with pending payments of £1024.61 for electrical installation of 
defibrillator and £1672.11 for printing of 2020 calendar which will leave RNG a balance of 
£83.06  

Treasurer 

4 LOCAL COUNCILLOR REPORT.  

4.1 No Councillor report this evening.   

http://www.community-council.org.uk/rosewellanddistrict/index.asp?pageid=402526


5 CHAIRS REPORT  

5.1 Midlothian Council – following on from our last meeting regarding numerous comments 
about neglect in and around Rosewell, RDCC wrote to Kevin Anderson, Acting Director of 
Resources but have had no reply to date despite contacting him twice. All three Councillors 
were included in the email. No response from Cllr. Imrie. 

RDCC/ 
Midlothian 
Council 

5.2 Cllr. Winchester suggested ‘The best way forward would be for volunteers to get together and 
do as much as possible’. The Secretary reminded the meeting Cllr. Winchester was a board 
member or RDT, who have groups of volunteers who already attend to areas of the village. 
The manager of RDT said he was going to suggest the same and will do what they can. Cllr. 
Winchester had also said that Loanhead park was recently maintained by a group of 
residents, which is why it looks so good - two residents asked if they had worked ‘with the 
council machines’ they saw in the park? Residents thought this ridiculous and said that was 
going against what people came up to the last meeting for and that council tax is paid to 
Midlothian Council to maintain our area. A resident was not happy with the response she 
received back from MC.  

MC/ Cllr. 
Winchester 

5.3 Cllr. Kelly Parry reported she had a walkabout at the weekend and reported the situation as 
awful. It is simply not good enough and is looking into the matter and will get back to us. 

MC/       
Cllr. Parry 

6 SECRETARY’S REPORT      

6.1 The Big Lunch – (Helen Blackburn gave a brief presentation) As a community council, we 
are seen as just people who organise meetings, so we wanted to hold an event for residents 
to engage and get to know our community council. The Big Lunch is held on the first weekend 
in June every year and millions of people take part. They say that only 5% of us know our 
neighbours, so this is a way of bringing people together and helping people to get to know 
their neighbours. We will keep everyone posted with updates about the event. 

RDCC/  
Residents 

6.2 Forward mid Disabled People – are launching their 2nd edition directory and their new 
forward mid website for disabled people on Monday 21st October 10-12.30 at St Johns and 
Kings Park Church Dalkeith. Open invitation for a cup of tea and cake - RSVP or just pop in. 

Residents 

6.3 RDCC & RNG - following the leaflet drop are now actively looking for volunteers to become 
part of the Rosewell Community Resilience Group who will create a resilience plan to give 
our community a better chance of managing emergency situations. Secretary explained 
Midlothian Council had approached the community council to take this forward. First meeting 
to take place on Thursday 10th October at the Resource Centre at 7.30pm 

RDCC/ 
RNG/ 
Residents 

6.4 Bonnyrigg Rose Community ‘Roses’- reach out to reduce social isolation and loneliness in 
our community. Working in partnership with ‘Health in Mind’ and sponsored by the local Co-op 
invite Senior Citizens and likeminded people the opportunity to meet in a lovely, safe 
environment. Food provided as well as bingo and other entertainment… 
Where: Poltonhall Pavilion. When: The last Friday of every month, 7pm - 9 pm Transport can 
be provided upon request. Trisha Sime Mobile: 07834456625 
Email: trish@bonnyriggrose.org.uk 

Bonnyrigg 
Rose 
Community 
FC/ 
Residents 

6.5 Midlothian Council – Reuse cabin at Stobhill, pilot run by MARC furniture initiatives in 
Dalkeith has been very successful. For safety reasons bikes are given to bike charities to 
repair and re-issue. To find out what can be donated, please look at waste and recycling on 
Midlothian Council’s website. 

MC/MARC 

6.6 A reminder of the Builders phone numbers was shown for any issues relating to the 
development site for the new community hub.  

Muir 
Builder/ 
Residents 

7 UPDATE ON MAJOR AND LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

7.1 Formation of footpath and erection of fence on land between Rosslynlee, Gourlaw and 
Carnethie Street (Awaiting Decision) 19/00495/DPP 
Secretary read out Road Safety Officer’s report from information provided which shows 
concerns where pedestrians would cross the A6094 and then the minor road leading to 
Kirkettle Farm at Gourlaw Crossroads. Vehicle speeds on the A6094 can be high and due to 
the road geometry at this location, forward visibility of approaching vehicles can be restricted. 

MC 
Planning 

mailto:trish@bonnyriggrose.org.uk


Introducing a new footway link with an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing point at this location 
would expose pedestrians to increased risk, and as such would not support this application 
and recommend it be refused. If the proposal were to include a formal traffic light pedestrian 
crossing on the A6094 then we could review the proposal, however the cost associated with 
constructing such a crossing at this location would be high, possibly in the order of one 
hundred thousand pounds. 

8 UPDATE ON ROSEWELL DEVELOPMENT TRUST  

8.1 RDT produce ‘a little bird told me’ which can be viewed online at RDT’s website and FB page. 
For anyone not online, there is a printed programme which is circulated and can also be 
picked up at the Resource Centre. There’s a litter pick up day at 9.30 on Saturday 26th 
October – residents are asked to meet at Resource Centre. Residents can also find out more 
about upcoming events through the RDT Facebook Page and website or contact Robert Scott 
(Manager) at RDT. 

RDT/ 
Residents 

9 UPDATE ON ROSEWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP  

9.1 2020 Rosewell Calendar – This is now the fifth year of the calendar, which started out as a 
5-year Neighbourhood Action Plan. We are the only community in Midlothian who has used a 
calendar as their Neighbourhood Plan which has included 12 month and 5-year issues, 
actions and outcomes. 
The Facebook page keeps growing and now has over 750 members  

RNG/ 
Residents 

9.2 Meetings – The group’s next meeting is on Thursday 10th October where we hope to finalise 

the 2020 Rosewell Calendar. 

RNG/ 
Residents 

10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS   

10.1 RDT Manager asked if planning for Rosewell Pavilion had come through to RDCC.  
Secretary responded nothing had come through from planning to RDCC. 
A resident asked if it were true Loanhead After School Club (LASC) were getting One 
hundred thousand pounds and where were the council getting that kind of money. 
Secretary explained that it wasn’t MC who were giving them the money – it’s a Scottish 
Government improving town centre grant. 
A resident asked what the money was being spent on at the Pavilion. 
Secretary - LASC are opening a nursery in the Pavilion and in order to cater for the children 
the kitchen needs to be extended. They were not willing to spend money on the Pavilion, 
which they did not have a long-term lease on, therefore applied for an asset transfer of the 
building. 
RDT Manager questioned RDCC why they had not consulted the community about this local 
planning application.  
Secretary reported LASC and the Pavilion was spoken about at a previous meeting.   
RDT Manager asked what consultation did RDCC have before we submitted letter of support? 
Secretary -The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer of RDCC met with Irene Hogg (CEO of LASC) 
who explained what their plans for the pavilion. This information was reported back at an 
RDCC meeting. 
RDT Manager – it’s not just a nursery – it’s ‘a community room’ and that’s what they got the 
hundred thousand pounds for. Was this community room discussed when you met LASC? 
considering the hub is getting built - what is the point of giving someone a hundred thousand 
pounds on community facilities when the hub is being built, rather than spending it on other 
things that the council should be spending it on. 
Secretary - the hundred thousand pounds is not for ‘a community room’ – it is to extend the 
Pavilion for a nursery.  
Resident - the council had shut the Pavilion down because they had no money to keep it 
going. 
Secretary – over the last 5/6 years the pavilion has been and is being used and do we really 
want them to move out to let it go to into ruin?  
RDT Manager - did RDCC consider sports facilities when they supported LASC? 
Secretary - LASC are keeping the changing rooms for community use. 

RDCC/ MC/ 
Councillors 

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=96f61f1b72fba5ac36736b09c&id=93fcf399b4&fbclid=IwAR2gvnKICR9rKDPos74GJY56XuQa_WWX2UOpYNrsbMVSHrQGtLClhoHkPI0


RDT Manager - who would use the hub, if they could get a room at the pavilion? 
Committee Member - ‘it’s all about choice’ people are entitled to have a choice. 
Secretary - asked twice for cost of room hire at the hub to no avail. 
RDT Board member - prices could not be given till the building is open because of costs 
which are substantial and increasing by the week – we can’t put a price on what we’re renting 
out.  
Secretary - having gotten £2million pounds to build a hub, there surely must be a business 
plan and RDT must have an idea of hire prices. 
RDT Board member – we have got a business plan, but have increased costs on a monthly 
basis. We’ve just been hit with £30k worth of acoustics we have to put in - that we didn’t know 
about & hit with electric charging points that we didn’t know about. 
Secretary – charging points were known about and part of the planning consent. 
RDT Manager – all we are questioning here is the judgement of this community council about 
not consulting with the community and writing a letter of support for LASC. 
Secretary reminded RDT Manager it was he who introduced her to Irene Hogg, who told her 
that RDT were supporting LASC with this project and writing a letter of support for them. 
RDT Manager – well that was lies and that’s the problem you take people at face value 
without doing ‘due diligence’ RDCC have supported that application – what does that say 
about you! 
Secretary asked RDT Manager – are you saying you have no faith in this CC? 
RDT Manager – I’m not saying that, I’ve just questioned your due diligence in this case. 
Secretary – I’m happy to step down from CC if anyone wants to come forward. 
A resident reminded the meeting and RDT Manager that the CC were all volunteers and 
there’s a lot of work involved in running the CC. 
Another resident commented that it would be bad for a non-member of the community to force 
a member of the community out. RDT’s Manager does not live in the community. The 
member also highlighted the fact that he lived in the community and was not allowed to vote 
at RDT, as was also the case with a number of residents.  
Resident – would like to have known about the money being given for the pavilion. Could it 
not have been put on FB? 
Secretary – I only read about it in the paper at the same time as everyone else. I was looking 
for Rosewell getting a new bus shelter and was completely surprised by the money going to 
the pavilion. However, the nursery will be an asset to the village and will create employment 
which is good. 
RDT Manager – kid’s groups will all be free at point of use in the new hub. 

10.2 A Resident spoke of recycling and was amazed to read on MC’s website they no longer 
collect paper or cardboard at any communal recycling centre or skip and the reason given 
was that there was a low uptake also their contractor wasn’t making enough money.  
A number of residents advised that Stobhill accepted cardboard and he should take it there. 

RDT/ 
Residents 

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

11.1 The next meeting will be held on Monday 25th November 2019 at 7pm in Rosewell Parish 
Church Hall. Remainder of MEETING DATES for 2019 

Chair 

 

UPDATES ARE ADDED AT REGULAR INTERVALS TO THE RDCC WEBSITE TO KEEP RESIDENTS 
INFORMED OF PROGRESS ON MAJOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS, COMMUNITY NEWS, AND EVENTS. 

INFORMATION IS ALSO POSTED ON THE COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD IN THE PUBLIC GARDEN AT THE 
CORNER OF CARNETHIE STREET/GORTON ROAD 

www.community-council.org.uk/RosewellandDistrict 
 

If you would like to discuss any matter relating to Rosewell with RDCC, or add your address to our 
mailing list, please contact our Secretary – details below: 

EMAIL rdcc@email.com  
TEL 07462 808 444 

http://www.community-council.org.uk/RosewellandDistrict
mailto:rdcc@email.com

