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Site details and data scoping 

 

 

 

 

Type of constraint Description (or state if absent) Mitigating action required 

Public right of way  Minor road adjacent to planting area, 

site has permissive access 

None required 

Services (notified by 

applicant) 

Well and springs (historic) None required 

National Designations  Site is not near to SSSI or SAM None required 

EIA requirements  Not applicable below threshold No NRW opinion required 

Protected Landscape  Site not within designated area No consultation required 

Residential boundaries residential boundaries adjacent to site Inform residents of timber 

felling 

Watercourses Springs present on site Avoid wet areas during works 

to protect soil 

 

Existing habitat  Lowland mixed broadleaf woodland, 

ash/elm woodland type, ASNW 

(RAWS) with mature potential veteran 

trees 

Preserve ancient woodland 

features 

Historic environment and 

archaeology  

Unknown  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site name COED TREGOLWYN/ 

COLWINSTON WOOD 

Grid Ref at centre           SS940 750 

Area (ha)                        0.63ha 

Site Designation(s)          ASNW/RAWS 

Species of Interest         Elm, field maple , Ash           

Heritage Features Unknown 

TPO/Conservation Area   Not checked, advise owner verifies 

Ownership  Vale of Glamorgan Council    

Survey Date                     26/11/2020 



 

 

 

Site map of main features 

 

 

 

Brief overview of woodland sub-compartments 

 

1a (0.13ha)  Mature ash and elm with occasional sycamore and underwood 

native shrubs, generally damp to boggy conditions locally. 

 

1b  (0.24ha)  Mature elm dominant in this area with mature and semi-mature 

ash and sycamore, underwood shrubs. 

 

1c  (0.26ha)  Semi-mature and younger sycamore, ash, single mature oak, two 

mature pines, large single elm, field maple including an old example next to 

the road. 

 

The site is unfenced along the road. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Plan details 

 

Site description A small fragment of residual Ancient Woodland listed as RAWS on AW register 

(restored ancient woodland site) but shows little site evidence other than two 

ancient pines (Pinus pinea ?) and mature elm.  The site is isolated in an 

exposed location within an intensively farmed landscape at low elevation, 40-

50m above sea level. The underlying soils retain moisture well and the site 

contains springs.   

 

Soils are described as 
 

Slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey 

soils with low carbon and moderate fertility.  (Soilscape 18,  Cranfield 

University, DEFRA publication). This description is confirmed on site the soils 

being of the heavier red ochre, clay rich type typical of the locality.   

Underlying geology is described as calcareous interbedded mudstone and 

limestone of Jurassic age (Porthkerry member).  

 

The wood appears as mixed conifer and broadleaved on historic maps dating 

back to 1878, the conifer element long since removed.  An historic well 

marked on the 1887 OS map. The site is generally degraded with secondary 

growth of ash and sycamore dominating most of the upper canopy apart from 

a central area where several large mature elm are dominant. If these prove to 

be Ulmus procera or an introduced elm this is significant as there are few 

examples of mature healthy elm trees other than wych elm now left in Wales.  

Other trees are infrequent but include rare oak (Q.robur x 1 mature) and birch 

x1,  with a mixed shrub presence of hawthorn, blackthorn, elder, field maple, 

holly, and elm.  The ground vegetation is impoverished and typical of 

disturbance, dominated by ivy and bramble.  AW indicators are present in 

small patches include crab apple, field maple, mature elm and specialist 

ground flora including enchanters nightshade (O), hearts tongue fern (F), 

woodruff (O), honeysuckle(O), wood avens (O), soft shield fern (O) and dogs 

mercury (A).  Other species include bramble (D), ground ivy (D), dog rose (O) , 

a few ground mosses, gooseberry (R), grasses and nettles plus some stray 

garden plants from dumped pots that thrive on nutrient enriched ground 

possibly from past grazing or feeding of farm animals under the trees. Tree 

regeneration is patchy but varied including occasional seedling and saplings of 

ash, sycamore, field maple, frequent occurrence of blackthorn, elm and rare 

hazel, and no oak.  

 

The site is dominated by ash of various ages most of which is showing signs of 

advancing ash dieback most likely due to Hymenoscyphus fraxineus infection 

described as chalara fraxinea in 2006.  This has not been tested but is likely to 

be the cause of premature ash death and crown deterioration in many of the 

ash in the woodland.  

 

There are several depressions in the ground suggesting historic excavation 

either as small water features or possibly speculative mining pits possibly in 

search of clay, coal, or limestone. 

 



 

 

Past management Timber or amenity during the early to mid-part of the 19th C, returning to less 

intervention and abandonment during the post WW2 period as suggested by 

the current species mix and growth stages of between 30 years for the 

youngest regenerated trees to possibly 120-150 years for the pines and elm.  

The single oak may be of similar age 100-120 years. I found no information on 

earlier history but the notion of ancient woodland and site and map  evidence 

suggests that the site may have been continuously wooded from 1600 

onwards and prior to that.  There is no firm evidence to support this at 

present.  Further plant survey work during spring may reveal other ground 

flora species to be present and there may be dormant seeds in the soil yet to 

be revealed.  

 

Vision To maintain a vibrant and diverse mixed native woodland that includes 

preserving its remnant ancient features as well as encouraging new growth of 

all plants typical of lowland mixed broadleaved woodland, elm/ash/field 

maple.  The woodland  will contain maturing and young natural features, 

provide habitat for native wildlife, and continue to thrive through successive 

regeneration and careful management. 

 

Objectives  To preserve the woodlands special ecological character and ancient features 

and ensure succession of native species for future generations to enjoy.    

 

To encourage community participation and environmental awareness and 

understanding. 

 

Timber mensuration Estimate of species mixture and timber volume. 

 

This was done by estimation using a quick method for estimating basal area 

and mean tree height per species. Note that regarding the timber volume 

trees vary greatly in size the elm is mostly in the form of the teller large 

diameter trees, ash medium to large trees, sycamore mainly smaller trees that 

form an underwood. 

 

 

species Basal area 

m2/ha 

%  Volume /ha 

m3 

Volume 

stand 

Ash 15 50 124 78 

Sycamore 10.2 34 84 53 

Elm 4.5 15 37 23 

Oak/birch 0.3  1 2.5 1.6 

totals 30 100 248 155.6 

 

Thinning should aim to preserve semi-natural habitat features but due to the 

presence of ash dieback most of the ash is likely to be felled. Therefore, an 

estimate of the thinning volume is as follows.  The number of trees to remove 

has been left out of the assessment but this can be recorded during the 

marking process. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

species Thin/fell % Standing 

volume 

Thin/fell volume 

Ash 70% 78 55 

Sycamore 25% 53 13 

Elm 5% 23 1 

Oak/birch 0% 1.6 0 

totals   69 

 

This level of tree removal will make significant canopy gaps which will need to 

be replaced by planting and in time natural regeneration.  As ash and 

sycamore are the most likely species to regenerate well it should be assumed 

that enrichment planting should be carried out to ensure a good range of 

alternative species thrive and take the place of ash should the disease take 

hold and eliminate all trees. Similarly, for sycamore it is likely without the 

presence of alternative species the woodland canopy will become dominated 

by sycamore. 

 

The thinning and felling should be marked by a forestry professional and an 

appropriate felling licence applied for.  Felling should take place during winter 

to ensure wildlife is not disturbed during the active breeding period.  Uneven 

and boggy ground should be avoided by machinery during wet weather to 

minimise ground damage. 

 

recommendations • Carry out thinning to ensure hazardous and diseased trees are removed 

entirely or in part or made safe.  The main species will be ash, with 

sycamore no oak or mature elm is to be felled unless presenting a 

major hazard. 

 

• Contractor quotes will be required for the felling work.  A rough guide 

for Forestry contactor rates would be in the region of £25-£35/tonne 

felled to roadside plus machinery movement cost.  Pollarding and tree 

dismantling work would be higher at around £40-50/hour for an 

arborist with appropriate insurances. Any large trees planned for felling 

and extraction should not incur damage to those that remain.  

 

• It is important not to remove all the mature trees for reasons of 

preserving what remaining biodiversity there may be in association 

with ash as there may be some inherited resistance for individual trees.  

This is most important in the older trees which should be retained as 

far as possible.   

 

• Apply for a felling licence which will cover you for two years for felling 

and up to five for thinning. 

 

• Pollarding to preserve a large tree may be an interim option to ensure 

public safety but is likely to stimulate the advancement of decay if 

already present within the tree.  For maintaining biodiversity this is a 

favourable option rather than felling. 



 

 

 

• Consider fencing the site to prevent livestock access but this may not 

be required due to the road. One option here may be to do some post 

and rail fencing for amenity reasons and to create a formal entrance 

with gates that may be locked if necessary.  The map shows the 

perimeter to be 445m. Standard stock fencing to WG standard costs 

around £6.50/m inclusive of materials and labour. 

 

• Rubbish removal, there has been dumping of household and building 

waste for many years.  This needs to be removed to ensure the site is 

safe for use by all in the community. 

 

• Consider some vegetation control as two species now dominate, 

bramble and ground ivy, this could be attacked by stealth by pulling or 

cutting, perhaps suggest recruiting a community ‘task force’,  good 

exercise at the weekend, as contactor paid work is not realistic or 

necessary in this case but this may aid the regeneration of more native 

species long term. 

 

• Consider collecting and planting some acorns from the locality or 

elsewhere from good quality trees. You may only need a few which can 

be planted in pots for next year to plant out or directly sown into the 

ground and  protective sleeve put over the top pushed into the ground 

4 inches to prevent mice and voles having their xmas dinner. 

 

• Other species that could be planted in lieu of the loss of ash post 

thinning could include small leaved lime, wild cherry, common alder,  

wild service tree and the welsh whitebeam although the latter may be 

frowned on by ecologists as these are rare and very restricted in 

distribution in Wales.  The other species are suited to site conditions 

and should grow well, alder in the wettest places, oak in the driest, 

others in between. 

 

• Conduct a more detailed assessment of  the site for plant species that 

may show in spring, determine the elm, and pine species as I was not 

certain with my ID on either.  This may prove of interest so we need to 

get that right.  If the elm is native and not wych elm and appears 

disease free, these may be useful for propagation of new genetic stock 

for the UK elm project. 

 

• Consider utilising some of the timber produced from thinnings for local 

use or value adding, I don’t need to advise you on that John but it 

might be a good idea to see some products back in the community at 

some stage as its great publicity and a good talking point in general for 

the use of natural resources.  

 

• Invite local kids and young people to take part at all stages particularly 

site work and in product design and manufacture of the simplest form, 

name badges from hazel, personalised kitchen items from ash and 

sycamore are examples, Forest Schools and Tir Coed have loads of 



 

 

ideas and expertise on this and may wish to get involved  in your 

project. I would recommend finding a company that does laser 

engraving for this work, John maybe you already have one at AS Lloyd 

& Co? 

 

• The northern end of the site has a small drainage feature and boggy 

ground.  Impounding water may have been done in the past as there is 

some site evidence.  Creating a small pond may provide additional 

habitat for aquatic species such as. newts, frogs, and invertebrates. 

 

• Grey squirrels should be discouraged to make homes in then wood as 

this will displace other species that may wish to occupy the same 

habitat.  Planted trees may also be under threat from damage by 

squirrels once established to canopy closure height.  This may be as 

early as 7-10 years based on recent experience. All thin barked species 

are vulnerable to squirrel damage. 

 

• If creating pathways through the wood avoid cutting main and surface 

feeding roots on remaining trees.  

 

• Consider putting up bird and bat boxes post thinning, take advice on 

size, location, and design to ensure the maximum benefit.  Local 

wildlife trust, RSPB and Woodland Trust has good information on this 

subject.  Boxes incorrectly positioned are unlikely to be used or can 

overheat in sunny weather.  They also need to be squirrel proof. 

 

• Identify and monitor bird species and populations using the site over 

time.  This could be part of a collaborative project for kids to learn 

about their doorstep environment.  You could consider installing a box  

webcam that would minimise intrusion and disturbance such as seen 

on Springwatch, perhaps they could advise if someone contacted the 

program, Iolo Williams and Kate Humble both live and work in Wales 

might be willing to advise who knows, sky’s the limit, think big. 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance • Ensure fences remain stockproof. 

 

• Ensure planted trees are protected with guards, and weeded annually 

until they are strong enough to succeed against competition from 

vegetation.  Cutting away vegetation by hand should be sufficient 

which avoids the need to use herbicide and more appropriate for this 

site. 

 

• Monitor all ash trees for ash dieback, take photos of the crowns during 

summer and compare year on year to determine rate of decline.  Check 

for dead branches and decay in the branches and stem. If deemed 

hazardous Remove or pollard any large trees to preserve some 

biodiversity value. 



 

 

 

• Ensure bramble is restricted in its growth.  This may be achieved by 

cutting annually but do not aim to eliminate it as the fruit is a good 

source of food for small mammals and birds. 

 

• Same for ground ivy, some removal will be desirable particularly from 

young and semi-mature trees.  Mature ivy on large trees should remain 

as it provides habitat for bats and birds and a supply if berries during 

winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Report compiled by Mike Richards, Coed Cymru, December 2020 

 

 
 


