
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who managed to join the NWJS November 
Open Meeting on Zoom on Sat 6th November. It was a long 
session, as folks joined as and when they were able to  
or when their connectivity was working. However, despite the seeming informality,  
we covered a great deal and considerable progress was made. Thanks to you all!  
 

Dr April-Louise Pennant was able to bring us up to date on her links with the National Trust and Penrhyn 
Castle, see the podcasts she did with ‘The Times’ on the visit she and her father made to North Wales.  
The links are on www.nwjsonline.com – please check these out.  
 
National Trust update: NWJS have emailed Eleanor Harding at NT several times with no response, but we will 
invite the NT to join us for the NWJS Open Meeting session on 4th December.  
 
Mr Ainsworth Williams, Principal of John Austin Primary School* joined us and told us all about what was 
going on. The best news is that the children are returning to school on a rotational basis from next week. This 
is only possible due to the outstanding effort of Mr Williams and his staff, which was assisted by a £5,000 
donation from the Douglas Pennant Family Foundation.  *The school is now renamed using ‘Primary’ instead of ‘All Age’. 
 
Mr Williams has shared the photos below to show the ‘rat bat’ infested bulding which has been refurbished to a 
high standard by the Education Department. All the school furniture has been made safe, sanded and painted, 
and work has been done on the many other upgrades that enabled the school to pass the stringent requirements 
to reopen. Also a photo of our Zoom screen at one stage of the session! 
 

                  
 

         
 
The School Secretary also has a new desk and a new computer to safely store all the student records. 
 
Mr Williams requested that Rotarian, Jean Baker’s offer, was followed up to purchase a laptop and projector for 
teachers to use with classes. 
 
NWJS has pledged £100 for some treats for the children. If you want to send a contribution – please 
contact Liz Millman lizmillman@yahoo.co.uk.  
 
NWJS Finance Issues: Learning Links International is kindly still dealing with any NWJS financial transactions, 
as the current NWJS team are still struggling to sort of the inherited NWJS bank account issues.  
 
Dr Walter Leavell from May Pen Rotary Club joined to bring good wishes from his club members, as the 
process restarts to apply for Rotary International funds to bring the other teaching areas up to standard.  Dr 
Leavell also proposed that links between children in Jamaica and Wales could be initiated. This suggestion will 
be further discussed by the Jamaica Wales Alliance, as its important to engage other schools and other age 
groups in the North Clarendon area, as there are a number of schools in North Wales interested in developing 
this approach.  
 

(actions needed are in green)



Prof Sir Geoff Palmer, Jamaican/Black History campaigner, and newly 
appointed Chancellor of Herriot Watts University in Edinburg, joined us and spoke 
about his campaigns to get the statue of Dundas in Edinburg properly labelled, as 
well as telling us some stories about how he overcame challenges in life.  
 
As his story of living in Jamaica until he joined his mother in London aged 15, is 
so inspirational, Liz Millman asked if the story of his life had ever been written up 
as a book for young people. It seems it hasn’t, and so Sir Geoff agreed to 
explore this with Liz to share with the students at John Austin Primary 
School and others around the world.  
 

Mr Clifford Headly has recently been hospitalised, so we were delighted he could join the 
session. Clifford is an active community representative living near Pennants. Clifford has been 
following up stories in the community from the friends and neighbours who remember 
community campaigner Robert Rumble. Clifford also took these photos off the Zoom Screen. 
We agreed that:  
 
1   Clifford will discuss with the community appropriate wording and dates to replace the missing plaque on 
Robert Rumble’s tomb which is situated by the playing field in Pennants  
 
2   Clifford will discuss with the community felt signage to welcome people to Pennants - referring to it as 'the Home of Robert 
Rumble’ – also the idea of an information panel to be installed somewhere in the community – on the new school wall?? 
 
3  Rasheeda, NWJS community volunteer based in Pennants area to do phone interviews and write up stories of Robert Rumble 
and life in the past 
 
4  Ainsworth Williams will find out who to contact from the new Pennants District Community Association 
 
5  Senior Teacher, Carlene Gordon will involve children at the school in writing about local stories, with older children interviewing 
parents and grandparents who they are in everyday contact with. 
 
6  Liz Millman and Pennants Project Community Research Officer, Rasheeda Harken, will prepare a PowerPoint with the research 
information we have to date about Robert Rumble’s amazing and very significant story 
 
José Andrés Fernández Montes de Oca to be asked to join us to do a presentation on his work. We will record this 
and post it. 
 
Ben Cunningham, JDUK Co-ordinator for West Midlands, and currently also Wales, for the ‘Jamaican Diaspora UK’ 
organisation, also joined at the beginning of the session and NWJS looks forward to being active in the work of JDUK. 

Moving forward – as there are internet connectivity issues in people’s home in North Clarendon – we are not sure 
how to manage these sessions better - as folks turn up and need to leave, as and when they can – so perhaps it’s just 
best go with the flow at present. So, next meeting will be on Sat 4th December at 2pm in Wales and 9am in Jamaica 
seems to work OK.  
 
However, as John Austin Primary School now has reliable internet connectivity, we may be able to run an extra 
monthly session after school ie 3.30pm in Jamaica / 8.30pm in Wales – to link Jamaican and Welsh staff, but this may 
be a bit much until things settle down.  This would be a good way to support the John Austin Primary Schools 
Refurbishment Project.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Pennants Project is managed by the North Wales Jamaica Society and aims …… 
 
… to build relationships appropriate for the 21st Century, between the communities and organisations around Bangor and the 
Ogwen Valley in North Wales, and the community in the Pennants District and others in Clarendon, Jamaica,  
 
… to develop understanding of the shared history between the Pennant family from Wales and the Pennants community in Jamaica 
 
… to identify the current needs in the Pennants District and explore ways to address the priorities and challenges that the Pennants 
community faces today 
 
… to find ways of funding priorities, ie refurbishment of the school facilities and supporting the development of vocational training 
options  
  
… to support the development of links between school students and community members to build bridges of communication, 
through literacy projects using writing, poetry and music, as well as using community research approaches to explore and tell the 
story of the shared history 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


