
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF TAIN 

MEETING HELD ON 27th JANUARY 2020 AT 7.30 PM IN THE COUNCIL 

CHAMBER, TAIN 
 

Present: Mr N Munro (Chair)   Mr G Amos (Vice-Chair)  

Mr A Mohan    Mr N Akeroyd    

Mr G Holdsworth   Ms E Houliston 

Mr D Macrae    

 

 

In attendance: Mr Louden/Mr Rhind – Highland Councillors 

   Mr R Parkes - HLH, Caithlyn/Alex – Youth Forum 

   PC Gardener/PC Cameron – Police Scotland 

        

  
            

1. 

 

2. 
 
 
 
2.1 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE –  

 

COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR’S DECLARING AN INTEREST – Mr Mohan 

declared an interest in Mussel Fishery and Mr Akeroyd declared an interest in 

Dornoch Lifeboat. 

 

Mr Munro gave tribute to Frank Martin, Barber, who died recently.  He had been a 

barber for 75 years and lived to 92 years.  A Minute’s silence was given to Mr Martin 

as a mark of respect. 

 

3. 

 

3.1 
 

POLICE REPORT  

 

PC Gardener/PC Cameron reported that there had ben hi-visibility foot patrols in 

the area, and license premises checks, and they are trying to reduce road traffic 

incidences.  Since the last meeting in November there has been 4 incidences of 

vandalism, 1 drugs, 6 disorder/assaults, 1 domestic offence, 3 theft by shoplifting 

and 10 road traffic incidences. The new Inspector is James Rice. It was noted that 

some youths in dark clothing, with no lights on their bicycles has been spotted in a 

couple of place – Mr Parkes to put up notices in TRA about this matter. It was 

noted that there was another crash at Asda junction today. It was also noted that 

there are still speeding drivers on Geanies Street/Hartfield Road – Police will give 

this extra attention and a speed survey has been requested.    

 

4. 
 

4.1 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The notes of the meeting held on 25th November 2019 were approved by Mr Amos, 

and seconded by Mr Macrae, subject to Mr Akeroyd named corrected in spelling in 

the present list 

. 

5. 

 

5.1 

 

 

MATTERS ARISING  

 

Item 5.2 ref Nigg Energy Park – Mr Louden reported he was not able to attend the 

event but would email out the presentation to CC members. 

 



5.2 

 

 
 

Item 5.3 ref Hartfield Road speeding – whilst speaking earlier about this matter, 

Highland Council will advise the Police on this matter before proceeding. Different 

options of capturing speed including wires across the road and a camera – a one-way 

flow of traffic was suggested. 

 

6. 

 

6.1 
 

YOUTH ISSUES  

 

Rob Parkes, Highlife Highland indicated that Kaitlyn/Alex was a representative from 

the Youth Forum. They reported that have some more active teens in the Forum. 

They have a focus group and a wider group. The Forum meets every 2 weeks.  One 

of the projects being looked at is an “escape room” and is in the planning stage It 

was noted that there may be funding available from April in the Beinn Tharsuinn 

Community fund.   Some pupils have received the Saltire Award of 500 hours 

volunteering and it is hoped that it can be made into a special event – the school 

would like to see a stand along event – the Council Chamber was offered as a location 

for the ceremony.  There has been an Area Forum meeting in Dingwall – coming out 

of this is a concern for the environment – a litter pick was suggested and is in the 

planning stage. Some pupils have undertaking Mentors is Violence – making pupils 

of the different kind of violence.  What is happening with the proposed 3 – 18 campus 

was asked – noted there is a paper to the Corporate Resources committee soon – but 

not seen as yet. 

 

7. 
 

7.1 

 
 

TAIN & DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT TRUST (TDDT) 

 

Mr Macrae reported that that the Trust had become a member of the Highland 

Chamber of Commerce.  The annual awards ceremony is going to be a variety 

performance instead.  The Community Market dates are advertised for the year.  The 

Tarlogie Project is ongoing.  There is a joint funding for the Old Picture House for 

screening.  A TDDT float for the Gala has been suggested.  They are working with 

various organisation for a programme. They are going to use the former Blytheswood 

building to highlight Tain produce.  They are collecting questionnaires from TRA on 

what the pupils would like to see in Tain.  They have met with visit Scotland.  There 

is a proposal to have Saturday shows in the Collegiate Church, eg story telling, 

singing, etc.  They wish the local Museums to work together.  Arising is the 

suggestion of having defibulator training – after discussion it was agreed to let her 

know when the next financial year’s funding will be available. 

 

8. 

 

8.1 

HIGHLAND COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr Louden reported that there was a briefing on car parking charges proceeding with 

the consultation. Suggestion of 2 hours free parking.  Town centre residents may 

have a permit scheme.  The final decision is the Area Committee.  An economic 

impact has not been done, but is likely to be detrimental to the High Street shops. 

There is consultation on this on Tuesday 7 April.  After discussion, it was agreed to 

send in an email of objection to car parking charges – Mr Louden to provide pointers 

to object too.  HC budget setting process is ongoing – more information at the next 

meeting.  HC best value report – serious areas of difficulty in HC – more information 

at the next meeting.  Mr Rhind reported that the scaffolding invoice has now been 

paid.  Christmas Lights taken down – Metalwork UK still to be paid. 

 



9. 
 

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY – discussed previously. 

 

10. 
 

10.1 

 

 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT 
 

Mr Munro reported that there was 2 house plots at a site adjactent to the Tain Tennis 

Courts and that if the CC agree to put the planning permission for Tain Initiative 

Group then they would get it half price – this was agreed in principle – proposed by 

Mr Macrae, and seconded by Mr Holdsworth.  There is a piece of land in Culpleasant 

Avenue which has been asked to be re-natured for a garden.  Mr Rhind to get an 

update and no comment from the CC. 

 

 11. 

 

11.1 
 

VICE-CHAIR’S REPORT  

 

Mr Amos reported that Dr Graham’s bench is nearly finished, and other benches are 

waiting to be completed in better weather.  Cemetery gates are completed on each 

side but the metal side needs lifting up. 
 

12. 
 

FINANCE AND TREASURER’S REPORT – no report. 

                                                                  

13. 

 

13.1 

LETTERS  

 

BEAR drop in session on A9 byepass – there are drop in sessions for options for 

the A9 entrances and the terrible records of car crashes.  Public Liability Insurance 

- £86 due by 1 April 2020.  CC asset register – note that there has been a slip at the 

Woody Braes – it was agreed to email Carron MacDiamid and ask her that a survey 

is carried out as there is potential risk to the public.  

  
  

14. 

 

14.1 

PLANNING MATTERS  

 

External wall insulating, 1 Morangie Cottages – no objection. 

 

15. COMMON GOOD FUND – the Burgage Strip development was discussed. 
  

16. 
 

16.1 
 
 

UNEXHAUSTED REMITS 

 

Trees and Green Environment – it was noted that Mr McAllister offered to give 

advice on this matter, and if anyone knows someone with this expertise to see if they 

would be interested in being co-opted to the CC. Beinn Tharsuinn Windfarm 

Community Company – 1st aid courses may apply for funding locally. 

Cemeteries – repaired on one side of entrance – Mr Amos to get a quote (he declared 

an interest in this item). Social media– advertise car parking charges consultation, 

and let public know CC against them – agreed a Facebook poll on the matter.  Mussel 

Fisheries – no report. 3 – 18 campus – funding for a feasibility study has been 

approved – wait and see what the HC capital budget says about funding later in the 

year.. 

 

17. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 



17.1 Co-option – agreed that information on co-option would be put on Facebook – once 

Mr Holdsworth has the wording to put to Liz Mackay to make a poster of it. 

 

THE MEETING ENDED AT 21.30 PM 

THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 30th MARCH 2020 


