
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF TAIN
MEETING HELD ON 24 FEBRUARY 2014IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TAIN

Present:

fn attendance:

Mr D Macdonald (Chair)
Mr D Louden (Treasurer)
Mr D Maclvor
Mr N Munro (Vice-Chair)

Mr G Amos
Ms S Weir
Mr D McAllister
Mr Mohan

Mrs Robertson - Highland Councillor
Constables Munro/Thompson - Police Service of Scotland
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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from
and Mr D Smith.

Ms Mackenzie, Mr Rhind, Mr Torrance, Miss MoIIat

POLICE REPORT

Constable Munro and Thornpson had to leave the meeting due to being called away. The

statistic since the last meeting are 5 reports of drink driving (3 positive), 8 repofts of anti-social

behaviour, 3 reports of no seatbelts, 1 report of no insurance and MOT, 4 incidences of vandalism
(3 accidental and 1 deliberate), 6 fixed penalties issued for speeding.

PRESENTATION BY VERN YORSTON OF SAIPEM

Mr Yorston of Seipem gave the background to his company and the bundled pipelines history,

and potential future. Initial discussions on moving to the former Land & Marine site have taken

place with landowners, MOD, SNH and planners. The key stages are getting the

MOD/farmers/SNH/planners on board - then getting the cornpany to invest in the site. Contracts

are required to back any investment. An animated version of what the site would look like was

presented. If this project goes ahead it would be likely to support up to 100 jobs, and the

company has a record of creating local jobs and employing apprentices. It was agreed to support

this project, in principle. Mr Yorston is to keep the Community Council informed as to progress.

APPROVAL ON MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 31 January were approved by Mr Maclvor and seconded by

Mr Munro.

MATTERS ARISING

Item 4.1 ref Town Centre Charrette. Mr Macdonald reported that Mr Louden and Mr
McAllister attended a meeting re the Charrette. Mr Louden circulated notes from the meeting.

The tender for the facilitation of the Charette has been extended. However, this project has to be

finished by the end of April. It was considered that the history of Tain, whisky and golf were its

main features on interest from a visitor's perspective. The immediate priorities for the town
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centre are improving the King Street car park, and doing up the Old Picture House. The next
stage shall be public meetings. Encouragement was to be given to spreading the word of the

public meeting, when more details were known.

Item 6.2 ref Knockbreck Primary School. Mr Munro enquired about car parking at

Knockbreck Primary School. Apparently there are not enough spaces for both staff and parents

and this is becoming an issue it was noted that it would be up to the Head Teacher to determine

who parks where.

Item 12.2 ref Moray Firth Partnership. It was noted that Mr Macdonald was unable to attend

the Moray Firth Partnership AGM.

Item 16.2 ref Fire Brigade presentation. Mr Macdonald reported that the presentation item
was ready for the Fire Brigade. A possible date was Thursday 27 February - Mr Macdonald to

confirm the date and circulate an email if it was going ahead. It was agreed to ask the press to

attend and to invite the Highland Councillor's along.

Item ll.2 re Foodbank. Mr Louden reported that he has been in touch with CCAST regarding

a donation to the foodbank. Mr Louden is waiting to hear back regarding the donation, and will
repoft back at the next meeting.

YOUTH ISSUES

Ms Weir reported about the Bike Project (re-cyling and selling of unwanted bikes) supported by

the Youth Officer - Rob Parkes. This is a sustainable project with the Scout Hut as the base.

Ms Weir to update the meeting regularly. It was agreed to put this information on the project on

the website.

HIGHLAND COUNCILLOR REPORT

Mrs Robertson's report. Mrs Robertson reported on Highland Council's plan to close 23 out of
35 Service Points. After discussion on this matter it was agreed to write to the leader of the

Council and the Chair of the Housing, Finance and Resources Committee to object about the

prosposal. Susan Weir declared an interest in this item. The snagging works by Asda have

been partially completed, with the fence posts to be re-instated to be completed. The Cemetery

extension contract has been signed, and the works will be starting soon. The traffic lights at

Craighill Primary School have been dimmed. It was noted that the lights at the Tennis Club are

very bright to traffic entering from the Knockbreck ,A.9 junction. The manhole collapsing atthe
top of Shore Road has been reported to BT. The wall at the Museum on Castle Brae is being

repaired at the moment. The damaged road traffic sign on the A.9 advertising Tain Through

Time has been reported again. Some cats eyes on the A9 have apparently been removed - to be

investigated. The Councillor's are visiting the new Care Home on l7 March. Some lights are

out on the bypass between the Hartfield Road and Craighill Terrance entrances. Still awaiting

planning permission for St Duthac School improvements. Mr Macdonald questioned the rather

neglected appearance of the Gaelic Medium school at Craighill-

COMTMUNITY OPPORTUNITY - none

OUTGOING C ORRBSPONDENCE
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9.1 The outgoing coffespondence list was noted. Mr Macdonald indicated that he has not done the

letter to the Director of Education regarding the Inspectors report, but it will be done for the next
meeting. It was agreed the letter should seek confirmation the Council would provide support to
Tain Royal Academy should it be required.

CHAIR'S REPORT

Mr Macdonald reported that the Tain and Easter Ross Civic Trust held a contrary opinion to that

of the Community Council on the response to the Local Plan re the Housing in the Countryside.

He had explained the reasoning for the CC's comments. The issue over the trees at Hartfield
Gardens has not been progressed despite intervention from Mr Rhind, Mr Macdonald and visits

from roads officials. It was in everyone's interest to secure a solution before the trees come back

into leaf. Mr Macdonald asked for a copy of the Moray Firth Partnership AGM minutes as he

couldn't attend. Service Point closure was discussed earlier.

VICE-CHAIR'S REPORT - none

FINANCE AND TREASURER'S REPORT

Mr Louden circulated an up to date finance report. Mr Louden reported that more costs have

come in from the Senior Citizen's Party. It was noted it is near the end of the financial year and

the financial data will be audited soon. The engraving bill from the Fire Brigade item has yet to

come in. It was agreed to include the donations to the schools (f 100 each) in this financial year.

LETTERS

Beinn Tharsuinn Windfarm application. The application from Tain and District Museum was

circulated by email previously and was approved, and notice was given that it was going to be

paid.

Community Council training. It was agreed that Mr Macdonald and Mr Torrance would attend

the training on 11 March in Milton.

Repair works at Castle Brae. Simon Young emailed that the repair works will go ahead to the

wall at Castle Brae.

PLANNING MATTERS

Formation of 15 house plots and associated infrastructure at land 145m NW of Craighill
School - the detail had disappeared from the Council's website and couldn't be printed off so

Mr Macdonald described it from memory. It was agreed to offer no comment. 2 houses east of
Bruar, Bogbain - it was agreed to support this application (Mr Louden declared an interest in

this item).
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15. COMMON GOOD FUND

l5.l Mr Louden reported that he had not heard back regarding the f800 refund for the boating pond



toilet. Mrs Robertson agreed to follow this item up.

16. UNEXIIAUSTED REMITS

16.I Mussel Fisheries - reports from the fishery are ok at the moment, and Mussels being exported.

Beinn Tharsuiunn windfarm - no report. Green environment - the tree at the bottom of
Tesco's steps should maybe be cut down as it appears dangerous, there are other bits of trees that

are unstable and dangerous - all to be investigated.

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

17.1 Community Windfarm. Nothing has been heard further on the Community Windfarm,
although Mr Louden is aware that there is a meeting in the middle of March.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.45 PM

THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 31 MARCH 2014


