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Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council held in  

Elsdon Village Hall 
on Thursday 13 June, 2019 

Present: Councillors, Simmance (Chair), Maddison, Morgan, Graham and Renton. Clerk - Martin Chilvers. Cllr 
France. Duncan Hutt (NWT until 7.25), C. Maddison (until 7.35) 

1. Apologies: There were no apologies 
2. Declarations of Interest: There were none raised 
3. Minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting as well as the Annual Parish meeting: The minutes of the 
previous meeting were accepted as a true record.  

Duncan Hutt (Northumberland Wildlife Trust) regarding Benshaw Moor – The Chair welcomed Mr Hutt who 
advised that after a long legal process NWT had completed the purchase of Benshaw Moor.  He reported this 
had been possible thanks to a large donation as well as a legacy and a fund raising exercise.  

There would be no rush do make plans for the moor as NWT would look to survey the area as well as seek 
feedback from local residents as to what they would like the area to be used for.  Mr Hutt was able to confirm 
however that there would certainly be no wind-turbines or commercial forestry on the area.  The fencing of the 
area would be reviewed as well as parking for visitors and pedestrian access across the area. 

He advised that it was planned to hold an open meeting in Elsdon Village Hall for people to learn more and 
provide comment. More details would follow but a tentative date of 1 August, 2019 was mentioned. 

The Chair thanked Mr Hutt for his time and he departed the meeting at 7.25. 
4. Matters arising 
a) Ray Wind update – The Chair provided a report from a meeting regarding hyper-fast broadband in Otterburn 

on 13 May. Whilst there was agreement the speed promised would be very good there was concern raised 
about additional fibre connections to properties following fibre broadband only being connected relatively 
recently. The Clerk provided a report on the CIC Open meeting held on 6 June at Kirkwhelpington. 

Cllr Maddison & Mrs Maddison left the meeting at 7.35.    
The Chair also reported on a letter he had received from the Administrator of the Ray Windfarm CIC 
regarding possible funding for a Project Manager and feasibility study of protection for the village green 
edges from vehicles. There was discussion regarding who potentially could be approached for a quote to 
undertake this work and both Cllr Renton and Cllr France agreed to ask contacts they had. 

b) Replacement road signage and road surface markings, Raylees road safety – The Clerk reported that he had 
heard from Lee Dundass (NCC) who was still waiting for the replacement sign order to be completed.     

c) Street lighting in Elsdon – It was confirmed that the new street light had been installed and made a big 
improvement along the road at night.      

d) Revitalising Redesdale – Cllr Morgan provided a report from the Steering Group meeting held on 12 June. 
He advised most projects were progressing well. In respect of the wild-flower project there had been no 
progress yet for Elsdon as it had been identified that it was necessary to work with a different department at 
NCC than the rest of Redesdale. He also provided details of forthcoming events that the Clerk would add to 
the Parish Council website.  

e) Brown Redesdale signs – Reference was made to the email received from Richard McKenzie (NCC) on the 
possibilities of new road side signs as well as brown tourist signs. It was agreed that the Councillors needed 
to walk round the locations before making a final decision. 

f) Installation of additional litter bin and dog poo bag dispensers – The Clerk advised Mr Mowatt reported he 
would install the litter bin within the next couple of weeks.    

g) Village Green tree seat – The Chair advised it would be August / September before the joinery had chance to 
make the new seat but that this had no effect on the funding promised from Revitalising Redesdale and 
NNPA.     

h) Repair of roadside fence alongside burn – The Chair reported on an email he had received from Cllr Bridgett 
advising proof of repair work by NCC would be needed for County Council to take responsibility to make the 
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further necessary repairs / replacement. It was mentioned that NCC may be willing to install reflective posts 
rather than repair the wooden fence and it was agreed to maintain communication with NCC to assess 
progress.   

Cllr Renton left the meeting at 8.20 
i) Lighting at Soppit Riding Centre -  The Chair and Clerk advised neither had received a response from NCC 

on this matter. It was agreed to review the matter when the nights began to drawn in later in the year.  
Cllr Maddison returned to the meeting at 8.25 
j) Village Green access to Rose Cottage – It was noted and thanks provided that the structures had been 

removed from the village green. Various possible solutions were discussed as to how to define the access 
route and it was agreed to share these with Dr Wollaston. 

 
5. Finance:  

a) Payment to Chris Mowatt for installation of litter bin – The Clerk advised that the work had not yet been 
undertaken.   

b) Payment to Elsdon Memorials for restoration of village green notice – All agreed John Clarke has done a 
good job and it was agreed to pay the £150.00 invoice. 

c) Payment of Parish Council insurance premium – There was confirmation of the agreement by email between 
the Councillors to pay the £280.00 premium. 

 
6. Planning:   

a)  19NP0051: Proposed erection of agricultural building for livestock: East Todholes, Elsdon, NE19 1BS – 
Following discussion there was support by all Councillors for this application.  

  
7. New business:  

a) Northumberland National Park Local Plan:  - An update was provided and it was highlighted that there 
was an open meeting in the village hall on 25 June.   

b) Parish Council standing orders – The Clerk provided details and theses were agreed by all. 
c) Data Protection Fees – The Clerk advised he had completed the questionnaire provided and confirmed 

that no fees would need paying by the Parish Council.  
d) Green waste disposal options – The Chair highlighted that NCC had not been willing to provide this 

previously. Cllr Morgan reported on his findings from a visit to West Sleekburn and it was agreed to write 
to Cllr Sanderson asking for a possible communal green waste collection for the village. 

Cllr Renton returned to the meeting at 9.05 
e) Complaint to NCC from resident regarding road closures – The Chair provided details of a complaint 

made by a local resident. 
f) West Sleekburn recycling centre – Cllr Morgan provided details from his visit to the new centre and what 

is being done to recycle more plastic. He highlighted that the single use plastic e.g. that used for salads 
cannot be recycled but reported on what was being done to recycle as much as possible.  

   
8. Any other business:  
a) Cllr Renton reported that there was a request to review the filing cabinets used by the Parish Council in the 

village hall to reduce the amount of space presently being taken.  
b) The Chair advised Cllr Bridgett had mentioned to him that Northern Powergrid would be undertaking some 

work that may temporarily have an impact of some Elsdon residents. 
c) The Chair highlighted the ‘Keep Wannies Wild’ campaign in respect to objection to the proposed monument 

being installed on Cold Law.  
d) The Chair reported the work he was doing on transcribing some original documents from the Royal 

Engineers for the ‘ancient’ Parish of Elsdon. 
9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 11 July, 2019 starting at 7.00pm at the 

Elsdon Village Hall. Meeting closed at 9.35pm 


