
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 20 May, 2021

Held at Elsdon Village Hall from 7.45pm following Annual Parish Meeting

Present: Councillors, Simmance (Chair), Morgan, Stuchfield and Renton. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. 

1.            Apologies:   There were apologies from Cllr Graham.
2.            Declarations of Interest:   Cllr Renton – 7e.
3.            Minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting:   The minutes of the meeting had previously been shared 
with the Councillors and were accepted as a true record.  

4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that the Small Grants Fund administrated by Community Foundation 

on behalf of Ray Windfarm was open for applications until 31 May. The decision panel was scheduled to 
meet in mid July. 

b) Brown Tourist signs and replacing other road signage   –  It was agreed all work undertaken by NCC had been
completed satisfactorily and the Clerk advised he was waiting the invoice.      

c) Revitalising Redesdale   –   Cllr Morgan provided an update following his attendance at the Steering Group 
meeting recently. The planed events for the summer 2021 were highlighted. Cllr Morgan also spoke about 
the latest position with the Community Heritage Fund. It was agreed to seek a quote for a ‘half’ tree seat on 
the village green. Additionally it was agreed to invite Bruce Wilkinson and Lydia Speakman to the July Parish
Council meeting on the condition restrictions had eased. 

d) Cabinet and frame for church   – The Chair advised he had still been unable to meet with Jo Scott to discuss 
the funding application.

e)   Replacement of notice board near Pinfold – Cllr Morgan provided an update following the repairs to the 
noticeboard. It was agreed to post a notice on the Parish Council website regarding the height of the 
noticeboard.  

f)    Redevelopment of the bus shelter – There was agreement that the bus shelter looked good following the 
work. It was agreed that the Councillors would look to paint the weather board in the autumn.

g)  Repair of old noticeboard and relocation – Cllr Renton advised that David Scott had made the repairs and that
the noticeboard was due to be put on the side external wall of the bus shelter shortly.   

h)  Notice for the bull stone – Whilst Cllr Graham was absent, there was discussion regarding his proposals for 
this matter. There was agreement that the larger notice would be preferable. Additionally it was suggested 
that if it had a hole in each corner it could be attached to a suitable stone and installed. Cllr Renton agreed to
seek a quote for the stone.

i)   Flooding at Starmyers bridge – The Clerk provided an update he had received from NCC that the work was 
due to start shortly to reduce the risk of the road flooding at this location.

j)  Damage to village green by oil tanker and at Crown Farm – The Clerk confirmed that the damaged caused by 
the tanker had been completed. He also reported that NCC confirmed the repairs to the corner of the village 
green at Crown Farm would be carried out soon.  

k) Tree near Crawford Crescent – It was confirmed that BT openreach had undertaken the necessary work to 
free the tangled cables in the tree.

l)  Request for a permanent bus service through Elsdon – The Clerk advised he had contacted Neil Easton at 
NCC with this request and was waiting a reply.

m) Request to repair an access-way across the village green – It was confirmed that a meeting had been 
arranged for Monday 24 May with the residents. 

5.    Finance:
a) Review and payment of parish insurance premium – As the premium from the existing insurers had doubled 

to £555 the Clerk had sought other quotes. BHIB quote was for £448.00 for a three year term agreement and 
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provided all required cover including for a firework and bonfire event. It was agreed to go ahead with the 
BHIB quote. 

b) Payment of invoice from Alan Graham –  It was agreed to pay the invoice for £620.00 for the work on the bus
shelter. 

c) Payment of share of zoom subscription to Otterburn Parish Council – It was agreed to pay the £28.00 for a 
third of seven months subscription shared with Otterburn and Rochester Parish Councils.

d) Funding for the bull baiting notice – The Clerk advised he had received verbal confirmation that Community 
Heritage Fund would provide £45.00 for the notice.

e) Review of parish Council finances and plans for 2021-22 – The Clerk provided an update of the finances. 
There was discussion of potential projects in the forthcoming year. It was suggested a Christmas tree could 
be purchased together with decorations. It was agreed to give the matter of projects for the year more 
consideration and discussion at the next meeting.

f) Approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2020-21 – This was approved by all
g) Approve the draft Annual Accounts for 2020-21 – This was approved by all
h) Approve the Accounting Statement & Explanation of variances for 2020-21 – This was approved by all.
i) Confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption for 2020-21 – This was approved by all and signed by the 

Chair.
The Clerk advised he had received the invoice from NALC for the annual subscription. It was agreed to pay the 
£75.21

6.    Planning:
  a) There were no planning applications for consideration.   
 
7. New business: 
a) Northumbria Water planned work at Elsdon treatment works   – The Clerk provided details of the planned work

that he had been made aware from the Project Manager. He additionally shared the letter that would be sent 
to all residents in Crawford Close. There was concern about the access for work vehicles as there were often 
vehicles parked on the roadside. 

b) Ivy on tree on village green at Crawford Crescent   – The Clerk reported he had received a quote for £100.00 
for the removal of the ivy. Following discussion it was agreed to monitor the situation for the time being and 
take no further action. 

c) Loose tread on footbridge near car park   – Cllr Renton advised he had spoken to the National Park Warden 
who would make arrangements for the repairs to be made.

d) Road resurfacing and drainage work at Soppit Lane junction   – The Chair provided an update on the matter 
following his communications with Nigel Brannen (NCC). There was uncertainty of the timing of the remaining
work required and the scheduled resurfacing of the B6341 at that location. The Chair awaited an update from 
NCC.

e) Request for permission to park a caravan outside Braeside for a couple of days in July   – Cllr Renton 
requested for a caravan to be parked on the village green near property for a couple of days in July as a 
coronavirus precaution when visitors stay. This was agreed by the other Parish Councillors.

  
8  .   Any other business  :
a) Cllr Morgan made Councillors aware of a website – onenetwork.co.uk – that provided details of roadworks 

planned in the next 12 months.
b) The Chair highlighted that the review of the definitive map & statement of public rights of way received 

should be put on the June meeting agenda.
 
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 10 June, 2021 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall.     
Meeting closed at 9.35
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