
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 8 July, 2021
Held at Elsdon Village Hall

Present: Councillors, Simmance (Chair), Stuchfield and Renton. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. John Bell 

1.            Apologies:   There were apologies from Cllr Graham.
2.            Declarations of Interest:   None were declared.
3.            Minutes of the previous meeting:   The minutes of the meeting had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.  

4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that the decision panel for the Small Grants Fund administrated by 

Community Foundation on behalf of Ray Windfarm was sitting on 13 July. The Chair advised he had 
received the monitoring form for the tourist signs funding and would complete this. It was also reported that 
the invoice from NCC had not as yet been received.   

b) Revitalising Redesdale   – An update was provided by the Clerk including the ideas received from Revitalising 
Redesdale for consideration for the bus shelter.  It was highlighted that following Peter Morgan’s move away 
from the area that a new representative for Elsdon was required on the Steering Group and the decision 
panel for the Community Heritage Fund. 

c) Cabinet and frame for church   – The Chair advised he had received an ‘in principal’ agreement from Katie 
Bridger of Revitalising Redesdale for the funding of £144.00 for Marcus Byron to undertake the design and 
costing stage of the project and with agreement from all he would proceed with the paperwork.

d)   Repair of old noticeboard and relocation –  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact David Scott to 
determine the timescale for when the noticeboard would be fixed to the external side wall of the bus shelter.

e)   Notice for the bull stone  – Cllr Renton advised he had a piece of stone that could be cut and used as part of 
the notice. It was agreed to wait until Cllr Graham was in attendance to discuss the next steps.  

f)    Flooding at Starmyers bridge – The Clerk advised he was chasing NCC for an update on progress in this 
matter. 

g)   Request for a permanent bus service through Elsdon – The Clerk reported on the possible action to be taken
to gauge interest in trialling the early morning bus service through Elsdon. There was agreement to add to 
the Parish Council Facebook and website as well as ask Emma Anderson to add to the weekly newsletter. 

h)   Request to repair an access-way across the village green – The Chair provided a report from the meeting 
with Stephen Rickitt (NALC) that included the advice and guidance given by him. Following the meeting a 
letter had been prepared and after receiving approval from Stephen Rickitt would be shared with the 
residents.  

i)   Northumbria Water planned work at Elsdon treatment works – The email that the Clerk had shared was 
discussed and agreed. 

j)   Loose tread on footbridge near car park – The Clerk shared details of an email he had received from 
Margaret Anderson (NNPA Ranger) advising the repairs for the footbridge would cost £800.00 and NNPA 
were asking if the Parish Council could contribute. It was agreed the Clerk would attempt to obtain funding 
from the Small Donation Fund at Ray Windfarm. 

k)   Review of the Definitive map & Statement of Public Rights of Way – The Clerk provided an update on 
requirements after speaking to Alex Bell (NCC). The Councillors agreed to consider the routes highlighted 
and update at the next meeting.

l)   Plans for bonfire and fireworks display on 5 November – The Clerk advised he was reviewing the risk 
assessment and other paperwork and would share for comment in due course.
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5.    Finance:
a) Review of Parish Council finances and plans for 2021-22 – The Clerk provided an update on the current 

financial position of the Parish Council. Cllr Renton advised he had been speaking to Neil Blackburn who 
would visit and take measurements before providing a quote for the three quarter tree seat.

6.    Planning:
  a) There were no planning application for consideration this month. 
 
7. New business: 
a) Plans for Christmas tree and decorations on village green   – There was discussion regarding the possible 

options. There was agreement that rather than plant one tree it may be better to have a number of smaller 
trees and plant in large tubs. It was agreed to contact a local resident who may be able to provide the tubs 
and EPIC regarding the proposal and current process for the decorating the trees opposite the church.

b) Adapt weekly bus service to Morpeth   – The Clerk provided details of the weekly service that could also be 
found on the Parish Council website and available via Adapt North East as well. The ‘dial-up’ service begins 
on 14 July and anyone wishing to use the service should register through Adapt.

c) Car parking at Kielder Water & Forest Park   – The Clerk confirmed that Elsdon residents were still able to 
purchase a pass with 50% discount, reducing the price to £20.00 that would provide free parking.

d) BT phone digital changes   – The Chair reported that he had been contacted by BT regarding his own 
telephone service and proposed changes BT wished to implement. He advised that this would result in being 
unable to use the phone during a power cut. The Chair advised he had written to the local MP on the matter 
and whilst BT were now offering a power-pack he wondered how many  Elsdon residents would be adversely 
impacted should BT make such changes across the parish.

e) Improvements to lay-by on Billsmoor   – It was suggested that the surface area of the lay-by required attention.
It was not certain who owned the area but Cllr Renton advised a local resident had contacted Cllr Bridgett 
about the matter. There was discussion as to whether the lay-by should have a litter bin installed. It was 
believed that the area was fortunately clear of litter but it was agreed to monitor the situation for the time 
being.

f) Parish Councillor vacancy   – The Clerk confirmed that Cllr Morgan had resigned from the Parish Council as 
he was moving away from the area. The Clerk also confirmed that he had registered the vacancy with NCC. It
was agreed to purchase a gift as a ‘Thank-you’ to Cllr Morgan and Cllr Stuchfield agreed to arrange this.

  
8  .   Any other business  :
a) It was agreed that the Parish Council should seek to have an electric car charging point installed at the car 

park in Elsdon and the Clerk was asked to contact NCC and NNPA.
 
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 9 September, 2021 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall.     
Meeting closed at 8.45
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