
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 14 October, 2021

Held at Elsdon Village Hall

Present: Councillors, Simmance (Chair), Stuchfield, Renton and Bell. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. Geoff Rickelton

1.            Apologies:   There were apologies from Cllr Graham.
2.            Declarations of Interest:   None were declared.
3.            Minutes of the previous meeting:   The minutes of the meeting had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.  

4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that the CIC Annual Report was available on the website and that he 

had shared with the Councillors. The Small Grants administrated by Community Foundation was open for 
applications until 25 October. The Chair advised he had submitted the monitoring papers in respect of the 
tourist signs. The Clerk reported he was still waiting for the invoice from NCC for the work installing the signs.  

b) Revitalising Redesdale   – The Clerk reported that there was a possibility for a star cairn to be installed in 
Elsdon and there was discussion on the best location. It was decided that whilst there were some 
disadvantages to having it in the pinfold no better place could be suggested at this time. The Chair advised he 
had a selection of historic photos of Elsdon and could share with Katie Bridger of Revitalising Redesdale.  

c) Cabinet and frame for church   – The  Clerk was asked to make contact with Marcus Byron in respect of 
preparing the brief for the cabinets and frame.

d)   Repair of old noticeboard and relocation –  The Clerk reported that he had spoken to David Scott who was 
going to drop off the repaired noticeboard to Cllr Graham and leave the invoice. It was agreed Cllrs Graham 
and Renton would assess whether it could be installed on the external side wall of the bus shelter. 

e)   Notice for the bull stone  – It was agreed to roll this matter over to the November meeting.  
f)    Work to prevent flooding at Starmyers bridge – The Clerk advised he was chasing for an update on progress in

this matter.  
g)   Request for a permanent bus service through Elsdon – The Clerk provided an update after his conversation 

with Neil Easton (NCC). Apparently the operator did not believe there was any additional business for the 
diversion and whilst willing to make the detour wanted to charge NCC a considerable daily rate. It was noted 
that there there had been little comment within Elsdon in recent months and it was agreed to monitor the 
matter for the time being.  

h)   Loose tread on footbridge near car park – Cllr Renton advised that timber had arrived for the work. It was 
highlighted from a resident that work was also required on a style and bridge at another location in the village. 
It was agreed the Clerk would highlight to Margaret Anderson (NNPA).

i)    Plans for bonfire and fireworks display on 5 November – The Clerk advised he had received response from the
Parish Council insurers as well as the emergency services. He also confirmed that Damien Weston had 
agreed to be present as the First Responder. Cllr Renton advised he was working with the person arranging 
the fireworks to ensure everything was OK. It was confirmed the preparation for the bonfire would start until 30
October and would only include wood.

j)   Plans for Christmas tree and decorations on village green – The Clerk reported the six tubs had been ordered 
and Cllr Renton confirmed he would collect them after bonfire night. There was discussion on the location of 
each tub. There was also discussion on where the Christmas trees would be purchased from. There was 
agreement to the order that the Clerk had received a quote for regarding the tree decoration lights.

k)   BT phone digital changes – The Chair provided a report on his experiences with BT attempting to change all 
landlines from copper lines to fibre. It was agreed that communication was not good and some residents may 
suffer. It was agreed that there should be a message added to the Parish Council Facebook page to alert 
residents what they can do if the transfer may adversely impact them.

l)   Speeding vehicles in Elsdon and corner at Bird in Bush – There was discussion on the possible various options
to make the road safer. The Clerk shared details of the three quotes he had received for speed indicator 
cameras however it was noted that it would require initially NCC Highways agreement for these to be installed.
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It was highlighted that speeding traffic was an issue on the B6341 with vehicles entering from Otterburn but 
also on the road with traffic coming in the village from the Raylees road. It was noted that safety was further 
impacted as there was no pedestrian footpaths in either location. It was agreed to also highlight the dangers of
the junction at the Bird in Bush and ask NCC what could be done to make it safer.

m)  Bus shelter fascia boards – Cllr Renton reported he had spoken to Cllr Graham who had advised the fascia 
boards would be painted very soon.

n)   Damaged tourist sign – The Clerk advised he had received confirmation that the sign was being replaced by 
NCC and would be installed in a location a bit further back than the original so that hopefully may avoid future 
damage. The cost for the replacement sign would be £300 + VAT. This had previously been agreed by all.

o)   Elsdon fete – The Chair shared a conversation he had with an EPIC member who was concerned over the 
future of the committee. It was however reported that a new member had joined at the AGM on 4 October and 
it was hopeful that the fete would be held in 2022.

p)   Northumberland Name Books – The Chair provided background to this topic and the work that has been done.
He shared the website https://namebooks.org.uk where details of Elsdon locations could be identified. The 
Clerk was asked to request the matter to be included in the weekly newsletter.

5.    Finance:
a) Finance update – The Clerk provided an update on the current financial position of the Parish Council.
b) Payment   of Clerk’s salary for April, 2021 to October, 2021 plus expenses   – There was agreement of the salary

for £450.00 plus expenses of £2.60
c) Payment of invoice for £270 + VAT to Northern Tubs Ltd – There was agreement to pay the invoice for the six 

large tubs.
d) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance – There was agreement to make a donation of £100.00.
e) Payment of invoice for £90.00 for hire of Village Hall – There was agreement to pay the invoice.
f) Payment of invoice to David Scott for £100.00 for repairs to noticeboard – There was no invoice presented.
g) Payment of invoice to Festive Lights for Christmas lights and battery packs – There was no invoice this month.

6.    Planning:
  a) There were no planning matters to consider this month. 
 
7. New business: 
a) Parish Council notices in Noticeboard   – Cllr Renton agreed to put a copy of future meeting minutes and 

agendas as well as other Parish Council notices in the noticeboard at the pinfold.
b) Proposal for a collaboration for a local art project   – The Clerk provided details of the email he had received 

from Beth Ross and her proposal. Whilst there was agreement that it was a good project it was felt that with the
size of the local community and lack of current meeting locations particularly with the pub presently closed it 
would not be practical to undertake this in Elsdon at this time.

  
8  .   Any other business  :
a) Cllr Stuchfield suggested that perhaps the Parish Council could arrange to plant a tree on Village Green with a 

plaque to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee in 2022. It was agreed to add the topic to the November agenda.
b) Mr Rickelton highlighted that there was a lot of constant noise coming from the sewage plant in Elsdon. It was 

agreed the Clerk would contact Northumbria Water to investigate and take appropriate action.
c) The Chair highlighted that there were several street lights that were not working in the village and it was 

agreed to report these to NCC.
 
9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 11 November, 2021 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall.     Meeting closed at 9.00

Chairman: .......................................Date: ......................................... Elsdonpc/minutes/2021-22/minute 101421

https://namebooks.org.uk/

