
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 13 January, 2022

Held at Elsdon Village Hall

Present: Councillors, Graham (Chair), Stuchfield, Renton and Bell. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. Cllr Bolam               

Apologies: There were apologies from Cllr Simmance
1.            Declarations of Interest:   Cllr Stuchfield item 6a.
3.            Minutes of the previous meeting:   The minutes of the meeting had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.  

4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that there was nothing new to update this month.    
b) Revitalising Redesdale   – The Clerk advised there was nothing new to update this month.  
c) Cabinet and frame for church   – The Clerk advised he had shared emails with Revd Sarah Lunn who had 

sought comment from the Archdeacon on the proposal to install a further cabinet and frame. As yet there had 
been no reply.

d)   Notice for the bull stone  – There was discussion as to what was required for this project. Cllr Renton reported 
he had appropriate stone and Cllr Graham advised he would look to obtain a quote for the plaque that would 
be fixed to the stone. When received the Clerk would then look to submit a Community Heritage Fund 
application to Revitalising Redesdale. 

e)   Loose tread on footbridge near car park – Cllr Renton advised that the final part of the work should be 
completed very soon at which time the Parish Council would be invoiced for the agreed £500.00 contribution to
the work. This sum was provided by Ray Windfund.

f)   Speeding vehicles in Elsdon and corner at Bird in Bush – The Clerk reported that he had received an email 
from Neil Snowdon (NCC) who confirmed the proposed placement of a speed indicator camera just beyond 
the Larkes on the B6341 would be suitable. Mr Snowdon could not provide a quote for the installation of a post
for the unit but had made arrangements for his colleague to provide this. Meantime he advised that NCC 
would not provide a mirror to assist drivers existing the junction at the Bird in Bush. Whilst NCC would still look
at how the junction could be made safer the Parish Council would have to make its own arrangements for a 
mirror and that it would need to be safely off the highway. It was agreed a mirror placed on the village green 
opposite the junction would help to make the location safer and the Clerk was asked to obtain a quote.

g)   Bus shelter fascia boards – Cllr Graham advised he had purchased the paint and was waiting for the 
appropriate weather to paint the fascia boards.

h)   Plant a tree for Queen’s Jubilee – There was discussion on the best location and type of tree to plant in 
celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee. There was suggestion that if it were to be near the cross-roads where it 
was often wet then a willow of some sort would be best. If however it was decided to plant a tree near the 
church where it was generally drier then a different species should be chosen. Cllr Stuchfield agreed to 
undertake some research and report back. There was agreement that a tree should have a plaque and 
possibly have a photo with the village residents next to it. Cllr Renton reported that the Village Hall committee 
were proposing to arrange a street party to celebrate the jubilee. 

i)    Proposal to register the Bird in Bush as a Community Asset – The Councillors discussed the pros and cons of 
registering the pub as a Community Asset. Whilst it was agreed it would be very sad if there was to no longer 
be a pub in the village the Councillors all reported that those residents they had spoken to had little desire to 
be part of the initial group or part of the community group to run it as a community asset. It was therefore sadly
agreed not to pursue the community asset but there was hope it would be sold as a pub. 

   
5.    Finance:

a) Finance update & setting 2022-23 precept – The Clerk shared the latest budget position and possible forecast 
for the remaining 2021/22 financial year. The Councillors discussed the possible projects for the next year. This
included registration of the village green, purchase of a tree and plaque as well as photograph for the jubilee 
celebrations. It was also recognised that bedding plants would need to be purchased for the six tubs located 
around the village green. The Councillors agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary to £1,000 a year to ensure the 
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role met minimum hourly pay rate. The Councillors agreed to increase the precept to £2,000 for 2022-23 but 
agreed it was hoped it would be reduced again for the following year. 

b) Reimbursement to Cllr Graham for the bus shelter preservative – Cllr Graham advised he had lost the receipt 
for the paint and would not be seeking reimbursement.

c) Donation request from Tynedale Hospice – The Councillors all agreed that Tynedale Hospice did fantastic 
work however it was believed that there were no parishioners who presently called upon the service. With a 
very tight precept it was agreed not to support the request on this occasion.

6.    Planning:
  a) 21NP0093: Erection of single extension to provide additional bedroom: The Hemmel, Elsdon, NE19 1AE – This
application was considered between meetings and all Councillors (Cllr Stuchfield declared an interest and took no 
part) agreed to support the application.
  b) 21NP0108: Installation of 3 sided monolith, information lectern & external graphic: Village Green, Elsdon, NE19
1AA – This application was considered between meetings and was supported by all Councillors
  c) 21/04928/ADE: Advertisement Consent for installation of 1no. A1 landscape lectern on 2no. timber posts 
secured into concrete foundation: Location North End Of Layby On The W Side Of The A696 Ottercops – This 
application was considered between meetings and was supported by all Councillors
d) 21/04932/ADE: Advertisement consent for installation of 1no. A1 landscape lectern on 2no timber posts secured 
into concrete foundation: Gibbet Road, Benshaw Moor, Elsdon – This application was considered between 
meetings and was supported by all Councillors.
 e) Cold Law monument appeal – There was discussion on the current position and communications shared by 
Anne Palmer of ‘Keep Wannies Wild’ It was agreed to take no action at present but monitor the situation. 
 
7. New business: 
a) Plants for tubs around village green   – Cllr Renton reported that he was investigating options and asked for the 

topic to be added to the next meeting agenda.
b) Noise from water treatment works in village    - The Clerk reported on communications with a local resident and 

Northumbria Water and that the matter now seemed to be resolved.
c) Storm Arwen impact   – The Councillors discussed the impact on local residents. Cllr Bolam reported on the 

impact on the local communities around Harbottle. She referred to a report completed and sent to local 
authorities and that she would share this with the Clerk to pass on.  Concern was raised at the apparent lack of
support from local authorities for rural communities and particularly the vulnerable residents. It was agreed to 
raise awareness of Northern Powergrid ‘Priority Services Membership’ and encourage eligible residents to 
register. 

d) Telephone landlines during power cut   – Reference was made to an article Cllr Stuchfield had shared on this 
topic as well as Cllr Simmances’s previous comments. It was agreed that the Parish Council and local 
residents should write to the MP raising concern over the matter.

e) Potential easement across village green   – The Clerk provided background to the matter and reference was 
made to the estimate received from a Newcastle based solicitors. The Clerk reported that at the present time 
no further action was required and that the matter was with the local resident whether to proceed.

f) NALC survey on relationship with NCC   – The Councillors took time to answer the survey.
g) Registration of village green   – It was agreed to seek a second quote to that already received for the work.
8  .   Any other business  :
a) Cllr Renton highlighted that there was a street light not working in the village.
b) The Clerk highlighted that he had been contacted by Alasdair Gill from BBC Look North on the topic of holiday 

lets in Elsdon. A response was agreed by the Councillors.
c) The Clerk advised he had been approached by a local resident who would be sending details of a request for 

Northumbrian Water to lay a wastewater pipe across the village green to their property.
9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 10 February, 2022 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall.    Meeting closed 8.45pm
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