
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 9 June, 2022

Present: Councillors, Stuchfield (Chair), Simmance, Renton and Bell. Clerk – Martin Chilvers and Jeni Brownlee.   
1. Apologies: There were no apologies.

     2. Declarations of Interest: None were declared.
3. Minutes of the previous Ordinary and the Annual Parish meeting: The minutes of the meetings had 
previously been shared with the Councillors and were accepted as a true record.
4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that there was a Community Drop in event of 16 June at the Gun Inn, 

Ridsdale from 4.30 – 7.00pm. This is an opportunity to learn about projects funded by the grants given, how to 
apply for grants and provide comments. 

b) Revitalising Redesdale   – The Clerk advised that there was a Steering Group meeting on 15 June and an 
update would be provided following the meeting. Meantime it was suggested people could find out about 
activities including the bio-blitz in East Woodburn on 26 June on the Revitalising Redesdale Facebook and 
website.  

c) Cabinet and frame for church   – The Chair reported he was meeting Revd Clare Maxim on 14 June to discuss 
the objects proposed for possible display in St Cuthberts church. Cllr Simmance advised he would attempt to 
also attend the meeting. 

d)   Notice for the bull stone  – Thanks were expressed to Cllr Renton and Mr Graham who had installed the brass 
plate for the bull stone.  

e)   Loose tread on footbridge near car park – Cllr Renton advised NNPA was still waiting the delivery of the timber
to finish the repair of the foot bridge.

f)    Plant a tree for Queen’s Jubilee – The Chair confirmed the hornbeam had been planted and thanks was 
expressed to those who had helped. He advised he had spoken to Mr Graham about the remaining stone lintel
that potentially could be used to attach the jubilee plaque to. It was highlighted that a number of photos had 
been taken during the process that would be used to remember the event.

g)   Registration of village green – The Clerk advised he had received an update and that the application had been
submitted to HM Land Registry on 3 May however due to current delays at HMLR it was likely take 6 – 8 
months to complete. 

h)    Sewage connection across the village green – The Clerk advised he had heard from the resident who 
reported that the work had missed the planned time slot and at this point it was not known when the work 
would be undertaken.

i)    Location of Elsdon defibrillator – The Clerk confirmed he had received confirmation from NNPA planning that it 
had no objection for the defibrillator to be fitted to the external wall of the Bird in Bush. He also confirmed he 
had spoken to Jackie Sewell at the Bird in Bush who had agreed the defibrillator could be fitted there. The 
Clerk shared the quote he had received for the work and it was agreed to assess the financial position before 
making a decision how to proceed.

j)    Parish Council vacancy – The Chair welcomed Jeni Brownlee on behalf of the Councillors to the Parish 
Council who accepted the invite for co-option on to the Parish Council. 

k)   NCC & Forestry Commission tree planting grant for Parish – The Clerk updated the Councillors on the 
response received from NCC. There was discussion on the potential locations for planting trees and it was 
agreed the Clerk would contact Cllr Bolam about a possible location. 

l)    Three quarter tree seat – Cllr Renton advised he would contact Neil Blackburn for an update on the progress 
of the seat.

   
5.    Finance:

a) Finance update – The Clerk advised the current bank balance of the Parish Council was £3,804.18.
b) Payment of annual Parish Council insurance with BHIB for £448.00 – The payment was agreed that was the 

same amount as the previous year. 

Chairman: .......................................Date: ......................................... Elsdonpc/minutes/2022-23/minute 060922



6.    Planning:
  a) 22NP0040: Installation of dry stone cairn structure with zinc coated steel top with constellation art work: Elsdon
Village Hall, Elsdon, NE191AB -  There was support by all Councillors for the application.  
 
8. New business: 
a) Local Transport Programme 2023/34     – The Clerk referred to the email shared with the Councillors. It was 

agreed to give the matter consideration and decide on the priority requests at the July meeting. 
b) Queen’s Jubilee celebrations review including photo of residents with tree   – All agreed the event at the Village 

Hall was very well organised and all who attended seemed to have enjoyed themselves. Cllr Bell expressed 
thanks to all who had volunteered their time to provide an excellent spread and this was agreed by all.

c) Village Green maintenance   – There was discussion regarding the frequency of the grass cutting of the village 
green following mixed comments received from a number of residents. It was noted that the green had been 
cut that day and it was believed it had been cut previously around mid April, the first time in 2022. It was not 
known when the next cut was due. It was recognised that NCC was supportive of the ‘No Mow May’ initiative 
and that the Parish Council did not have any control over the frequency of grass cutting but the situation would 
be monitored.

d) Tree maintenance on Village Green   – The Chair reported that a resident had advised him that a couple of trees
just outside the church boundary on the village green were in a poor condition. The Chair advised he had 
investigated the area prior to the meeting however could not identify any trees apparently requiring attention. It 
was agreed the Chair would speak to the resident for details and location before any further action was taken.

e) Pot holes on Raylees road and within the village   – The Chair advised he had reported a series of pot holes 
along the Raylees road that had been identified. It was agreed to make the NCC link for pot hole reporting 
available on the Parish Council website and Facebook page and encourage residents to report when they see 
a pot hole.

f) Road sign at the cross roads in Elsdon   – It had been reported that a road sign directing traffic to Morpeth & 
Newcastle had gone missing. Cllr Simmance provided background to when the new tourist signs and 
replacement road signs was originally commissioned. As the junction at the Bird in Bush was considered 
difficult to negotiate from certain directions it was agreed by NCC at the time that the direction signs that would 
encourage use of this junction would not be replaced when work was undertaken. The signs that were installed
help to direct drivers to use a safer route around the village green. It was highlighted that the safety mirror at 
the Bird in Bush junction had made the location safer but there was no current plans to seek the reintroduction 
of the signage that was not replaced back in February 2021 when the work was undertaken and the current 
signs were installed.

9  .   Any other business  :
a) The Clerk advised that he had reported to NCC that the litter bin near Starmyers bridge required emptying after

it had been highlighted to be overflowing by a resident. Cllr Renton reported that he believed the bin had been 
emptied in the last day or so but would confirm. 

b) Cllr Simmance and the Chair highlighted the request from EPIC that it was believed maintenance work was 
required on the Pinfold where it is felt mortar and patches of cement render was deteriorating. There was 
discussion and thoughts that there appeared to be only a couple of patches possibly needing attention. Cllr 
Simmance provided background to the 2016 consultation that preceded the work to place a weed suppressor 
membrane before adding the gravel and picnic table. It is believed potentially a listed building consent would 
be required before any work could be undertaken. The Clerk was asked to contact NNPA planning for 
guidance. 

c) It was noted that the previous month the minutes of the meeting had not been posted on the noticeboard. It 
was agreed to attempt to get a copy on the noticeboard quicker in future.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 14 July, 2022 starting at 7.00pm at Elsdon 
Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.10pm
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