
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 14 July, 2022

Present: Councillors, Stuchfield (Chair), Simmance, Renton, Bell and Brownlee. Clerk – Martin Chilvers
1. Apologies: There were no apologies.

     2. Declarations of Interest: None were declared.
3. Minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting: The minutes of the meetings had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.
4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk provided a summary from the recent Community Open event at the Gun Inn, 

Ridsdale, that was well attended. He also advised that the recent survey results will soon be available and that
the new grant should be received from Vattenfall. 

b) Revitalising Redesdale   – The Clerk advised that the Steering Group meeting scheduled on 15 June was 
cancelled. There was reference made to the installation of the new signage and the large number of events 
taking place over the coming months.  For more detail refer to the website and Facebook.

c) Cabinet and frame for church   – The Chair reported on the meeting he and Cllr Simmance attended with Revd 
Maxim. Revd Maxim wished to give consideration to the possibility of displaying the previously mentioned 
items and it was agreed to review the situation again in February.

d)   Location of Elsdon defibrillator – The Clerk advised he had spoken to Mark to confirm agreement by the 
Councillors of the quote but due to the current cash flow position the work would be delayed until the tree seat 
grant had been received.  Cllr Brownlee agreed to take on the responsibility of checking the defibrillator. There
was discussion on the replacement of the pads and battery of the unit and it was agreed the Clerk would 
contact the other Redesdale Parish Councils as well as the RTC for their thoughts.

e)   NCC & Forestry Commission tree planting grant for Parish – There was discussion on the suitability of the 
possible area of land that could be available to turn into a woodland with assistance from NCC and Forestry 
Commission. The section of land is owned by the Rothbury Education Trust but due to its location is not useful
for their purposes. Cllr Renton agreed to visit the area and report back at the next meeting.

f)    Local Transport Programme 2023/24     – Following discussion it was agreed there were no new priorities to 
submit to NCC this year.

g)   Tree maintenance on Village Green – Following visit to the two trees highlighted it was agreed to seek advice 
before any further action was taken.

   5.    Finance:
a) Finance update – The Clerk advised the current bank balance of the Parish Council was £29.70. This was 

following payment of the invoice for the tree seat. The Clerk advised that £2,000 grant was due from 
Revitalising Redesdale and a further £760.46 to be received shortly from HMRC for VAT refund.

b) Payment of invoice to Ochiltree for tree seat – The payment of £3,145.00 + VAT was agreed.  

6.    Planning:
  a) 22/02179/FUL: Removal of existing porch and replacement with new glazed porch, rear extension to provide 
private garage with lean to roof: Hall Hill, West Woodburn, NE48 2TU -  There was agreement to support the 
application.  
 
8. New business: 
a) Request for live music and stalls on village green     – There was discussion following request from Bird in Bush 

for Don Grey’s band to perform on the village green and there be a small number of stalls on August Bank 
Holiday Monday. Whilst the Councillors felt this was a good idea there were a number of questions raised and 
the Clerk was asked to contact Jackie Sewell. 

b) NCC Climate Change Toolkit   – The points of the toolkit were discussed. Whilst it was agreed that additional 
bus service would be beneficial and electric vehicle charging points as well as green waste collection there was
nothing new that the Parish Council had not already requested assistance from NCC without success to date.
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c) Condition of Pinfold   – Following visit to the site the Councillors believed that whilst there was small pieces of 
mortar as well as a couple of stones that were loose, generally the pinfold was in good condition and did not 
seem to require any work on it at present. It was agreed that people people should use the pinfold at their own 
risk. 

d) First Responder in Redesdale   – Cllr Brownlee provided details of the requirements and likely cost for St Johns 
Ambulance training to become a First Responder. It was also highlighted that the First Responder role was 
volunteer and unless there was a team of First Responders there would be significant time periods when no 
one was available. It was not known if there was anyone local with first aid experience who would be willing to 
attend events such as the bonfire night and as such the Clerk was asked to investigate whether St John’s 
Ambulance would be able to attend the bonfire night event on 5 November. Cllr Renton agreed to speak to Mr 
Armstrong about the payment of this service being made from the profits of the event.

e) Green waste collection   – The Clerk confirmed he had sent a further email to NCC about the possible green 
waste collection and whether Elsdon could be part of the pilot scheme previously highlighted.

f) Electric car charging point   – It was agreed to chase NCC on this request made for a charging point to be 
installed at the car park and a link was made to the recent Climate Change Toolkit received from NCC 
highlighting the increased roll-out of these units.

g) NCC storm Arwen review report   – There was discussion about the NCC review but frustration of the lack of 
answers it provided. It was highlighted that the village hall should have a generator connection switch so a 
generator could be provided by, say, Northern Powergrid when power was lost. It was agreed a contingency 
plan was required and initially this needed to be developed between the Parish Council and the Village Hall 
committee before seeking the assistance from local authorities such as NCC and Northern Powergrid. Cllr Bell 
advised he would look to add the topic to the next Village Hall Committee meeting, 8 August, for perhaps a 
joint discussion with the committee.

9  .   Any other business  :
a) Cllr Renton advised that he was seeking permission to use the village green for a charity football match in the 

summer of 2023. This would be between Freeman Hospital Doctors and local residents and raise funds for 
Children’s Heart Unit. It was agreed the Clerk would approach the Parish insurers for guidance as to what 
action was required. 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 1 September, 2022 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.25pm
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