
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 1 September, 2022

Present: Councillors, Stuchfield (Chair), Simmance, Renton, Bell and Brownlee. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. Billy 
Lewins, Colin Curtis (NCC – until 7.30)
1. Apologies: There were no apologies.

     2. Declarations of Interest: None were declared.
3. Minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting: The minutes of the meetings had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.
4. Colin Curtis (NCC) - ‘Hot compost bin’ trial: The Chair welcomed Colin who initially provided a background to 
the collection of garden and kitchen waste, the links to the Climate Change team at NCC and acknowledged the 
long term goal of the Elsdon community to have the garden waste collected by NCC. He then provided details of 
the trial and how residents can apply to take part. He highlighted that there was an open community meeting on 15 
September where the compost bin supplier would provide more technical details how to use the bins. Mr Curtis 
took questions and was thanked for his time to attend the meeting. 
5. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that the 2022-23 grant had been received from Vattenfall and that the 

Small Grant Fund administrated by Community Foundation would be open very soon for applications. The 
Clerk advised that the recent community survey was being collated by the consultant and that a report would 
be published shortly. Cllr Simmance expressed his disappointment that there had been no focus at all since 
the start of the Ray Windfund, on assisting those properties within the Ray Wind catchment area that were still 
not connected to mains electricity.

b) Revitalising Redesdale   – The Clerk advised that the final Steering Group meeting was scheduled for 14 
September. Reference was made to the ‘celebration’ event to be held at Elsdon Village Hall on 22 September. 
The Clerk advised that the draft legacy report should be available shortly for comment.

c)   Location of Elsdon defibrillator – The Clerk provided an update on the topic. Jackie Sewell at the Bird in Bush 
has offered to meet the costs of the relocation of the defibrillator and this was gratefully accepted by the 
Councillors. The Clerk and Cllr Brownlee provided details of a software update required on the defibrillator as 
well as the latest position on the replacement of the pads and battery. It was agreed to return to the topic at 
the January meeting.

d)   Tree maintenance on Village Green – The Clerk advised that Frank Charlton had not had chance to assess 
the state of the trees as yet but hoped to do so within the next week or so.

   6.    Finance:
a) Finance update and adoption of the 2021-22 accounts – The Clerk advised the current bank balance of the 

Parish Council was £2,812.03. This was following receipt of Revitalising Redesdale grant of £2,000 for the tree 
seat and a VAT reclaim of £782.13. The Clerk provided an update on the annual audit and there was 
agreement to adopt the accounts for 2021-22

b) Payment of invoice from St John’s Ambulance for First Aid cover on 5 November – The Clerk reported that he 
had been advised the invoice would be for £96.00 + VAT but that the actual invoice had not as yet been 
received. He advised that he had also received an offer from Chris Armstrong that half of the invoice would be 
met from the proceeds received at the Bonfire event. This was agreed by all Councillors.

7.    Planning:
  a) 22/02291/FUL: Erection of a 4.3m X 18.3m poly-tunnel in field at the rear of the property: Burnhead Cottage, 
Elsdon, NE191BW -  There was agreement to support the application.  
  b) 22NP0068: Application for a lawful development certificate for an existing use: Use of building as residential 
dwelling with associated curtilage: The Cottage, West Todholes, Elsdon, NE191BS – Whilst there was no objection
to the application there were questions asked as how the property had been used in recent years and why it 
appeared not to be subject to council tax. Additionally it was questioned why given the apparent age of the building 
there appears not to have been a planning application presented to the Parish Council before it was developed.

Chairman: .......................................Date: ......................................... Elsdonpc/minutes/2022-23/minute 010922



8. New business: 
a) Bonfire & fireworks on village green on 5 November     – The risk assessment and associated papers were 

reviewed and amendments agreed. There was discussion on options for parking at the event and a field was 
highlighted as a possibility depending on the weather at the time. It was noted that the Bird in Bush was 
providing a room ‘in case of need’ for the St John’s Ambulance representative and providing their kitchen for 
catering for the event. 

b) Starmyers bridge repairs   – The Clerk reported that he had been advised by Nigel Brannon (NCC) that the 
contractor appointed to undertake the work was no longer operating and another had not as yet been 
appointed.

c) Easement request across village green   – The Clerk referred to a request from the new property owners of one 
of the three properties that use the track across the village green seeking an easement. The Councillors were 
all in agreement to the request subject to the Parish Council legal expenses being met by the resident. It was 
questioned whether the two other property owners who used the access track, may also wish to seek an 
easement as well and thus potentially reduce the individual costs. The Clerk advised he had approached the 
Parish Council legal representative who had confirmed the costs remained the same from the original quote 
provided. 

d) NCC free tree giveaway   – The Clerk provided details he had received from NCC. It was agreed to consider 
where trees could be planted on Parish Council land whilst make the parishioners aware of the scheme.

g)   Update on speed survey on B6341 – The Clerk shared the email he had received advising it was hoped the 
speed survey would be conducted during September along the section of the B6341 between the Larkes and 
the 30mph speed signs.

e & f) Village Hall power outage preparations & Northern Powergrid energy resilience grant funding – The Chair 
advised that he and Cllr Bell had attended the recent Village Hall Committee meeting where the main topic was
on the preparations in case of future power outages. The Chair invited Mr Lewins to share his research on the 
matter. Mr Lewins advised he was expecting a quote from an electrician shortly for the required rewiring that 
would be needed to accommodate a switch over to a generator during a power outage. Additionally he had 
researched possible generators plus jerry cans and believes the total cost for these items would be approx 
£5,000. The generator would not be sufficient to power the whole village hall but would be able to, for example,
initially power the kitchen area and heating there then be able to switch over to showers. It was agreed to wait 
for the final quotes before submitting a funding application to Northern Powergrid. Meantime it was agreed the 
Clerk would write to Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP seeking the required endorsement for the grant application.

9  .   Any other business  :
a) Cllr Simmance asked if it was known when Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP would be visiting Elsdon again. 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 13 October, 2022 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.55pm
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