
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 13 October, 2022

Present: Councillors, Stuchfield (Chair), Simmance, Renton, Bell and Brownlee. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. 
1. Apologies: There were no apologies.

     2. Declarations of Interest: None were declared.
3. Minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting: The minutes of the meetings had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.
4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that there was nothing new to report this month.
b) Revitalising Redesdale   – The Clerk reported on the outcomes from the last Steering Group meeting of the 

project. He advised that there was agreement that Northumberland Wildlife Trust would manage a budget for 
website and Facebook management over the next 10 years plus as well some maintenance work that was still 
to be confirmed.  Whilst the project officially finished 30 September there were still a number of tasks to be 
completed by 31 December, 2022. The Chair reported he had attended the event at Elsdon Village Hall on 22 
September that was well attended and an enjoyable evening.

c)   Location of Elsdon defibrillator – The Clerk advised that he had not received an update on this work but was 
waiting to hear from both / either Jackie Sewell or the electrician, Mark Goddard, for an update.

d)   Tree maintenance on Village Green – There was confirmation to accept the quote from Frank Charlton of £70 
+ VAT for the work on the two trees, leaving the dead wood for the bonfire in November.

e) ‘Hot compost bin’ trial – It was reported that some residents had received the bins requested whilst others are 
still waiting. Those that had received their bins had reported that they had not been advised how they should 
feedback to the County Council

f) Bonfire & Fireworks on village green on 5 November – The Clerk reported that he had provided details to the 
emergency services as well as the Parish Council insurers of the event. There was discussion on the 
management of the parking and Cllr Renton advised an additional field had been allocated to take cars. 
Marshalls had been agreed and would be briefed shortly before the event. Cllr Renton would chase up the 
paperwork from Mr Armstrong regarding the fireworks.

g) Village Hall power outage preparations / Northern Powergrid (NPg) grant application – The Chair provided an 
update on progress and the completion of the application that was to be sent to NPg. He confirmed that 
endorsement for the project had been received from Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP. There was agreement with the
village hall committee that a roll-out plan and communications would be developed if the grant was successful.

h) Update on speed survey / speed indicator device – There was discussion on the outcome of the speed survey 
that clearly showed excessive speeds within the 30mph speed limit on the B6341 as vehicles approached the 
Larkes from the Otterburn direction. There was discussion as to the viable options available and there was 
belief from some whether a speed indicator device would be value for money. Following a vote it was agreed 
the Clerk would look to obtain updated quotes for the required work and the topic would be included at the 
next meeting.  It was agreed the Clerk would contact the Police to request regular speed patrol in Elsdon and 
in particular this section of the B6341.

   5.    Finance:
a) Finance update – The Clerk advised the current bank balance of the Parish Council was £3,812.20 following 

receipt of the second precept payment of £1,000.00 in September. A possible forecast on expenditure to the 
end of the financial year indicated a closing balance of approximately £930. It was agreed to give consideration
to the topic and the 2023-24 precept at the next meeting.

b) Parish Council banking update of records – The Clerk provided details of the requirements received from the 
Parish Council bankers, Barclays. 

c) Payment of Clerk’s salary & expenses – There was agreement from the Councillors for the payment of £500.00
for salary from April 2022 to October 2022,
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d) Payment of invoice from St John’s Ambulance for first aid cover on 5 November – The Clerk reported that he 
had been advised the invoice would be received after the event. It was noted that there was agreement that 
half the invoice total would be met from donations received at the event.

e) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance – It was agreed to pay £100.00.
f) Donation request from Tynedale Hospice at Home – Whilst it was acknowledged the great work the Hospice 

undertook it was agreed by the Councillors they could not afford a donation this year especially as it would 
appear there were presently no residents using the service.

6.    Planning:
  a) There were no applications to consider at this meeting.

7. New business: 
a) Maintenance of Parish Council Facebook     – It was agreed the Chair would approach Mr Graham to be added to

administration for the Parish Council Facebook allowing him to authorise and post news. 
b) Northumberland Water repair to water treatment tank   – The Clerk provided an update on the problem at the 

Otterburn treatment works that has resulted in the large number of tankers providing water to the local 
community on a daily basis. The damage to the roads being caused by the tankers was highlighted and whilst 
it was believed Northumbria Water Ltd would make good any damage it was agreed to monitor the situation. In 
the meantime it was agreed to post details of the work on the Parish Council Facebook to keep residents up-to-
date.

c) Broken road sign near Crawford Crescent   – It was agreed the Clerk would contact the County Council 
regarding the replacement of the ‘No through road’ sign as well as a gradient sign that Cllr Renton advised was
broken on the hill from Billsmoor. 

d) Remembrance wreath and service   – The Clerk advised a wreath had been ordered and would cost £16.00. Cllr
Renton agreed to represent the Parish Council and attend as well as lay the wreath at the service on 13 
November. 

8  .   Any other business  :
a) Cllr Brownlee highlighted that the bunting on the village green near the Bird in bush was at a height that could 

cause someone to be entangled especially as evenings were becoming dark earlier. Cllr Renton agreed to 
speak to Jackie Sewell about the matter.

b) It was highlighted that the 32 bags of fly-tipping rubbish left near Baxter quarry had been removed. It was 
believed the litter bin at the lay-by close by had disappeared but it would be investigated before being reported.

c) The Clerk highlighted the latest development on the request for easement across the village green. There was 
a further request for easement over a section of land to Rigg Cottage that would be the same as the current 
easement to Red Hall. The Councillors agreed to the request based on agreement by the property owner to 
pay all legal costs including those of the Parish Council.

d) The Chair reported on a requested he had received from a local resident to plant two oak trees on the village 
green in remembrance to Queen Elizabeth. Whilst the proposal was considered a good idea there was 
concern raised that this may open the ‘flood gates’ for similar requests and consideration needed to be given 
to the future development of the village green. There had been no details from the residents as to where the 
two oaks would be planted if permission was to be given and the Chair agreed to speak to the residents for 
more information before a decision was made.  There was agreement that the trees could be planted in the 
triangle of land near the cross roads that is within the loop of the access track.

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 10 November, 2022 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.40pm
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