
Minutes of the meeting of Elsdon Parish Council 
on Thursday 10 November, 2022

Present: Councillors, Stuchfield (Chair), Simmance, Renton, Bell and Brownlee. Clerk – Martin Chilvers. 
1. Apologies: There were no apologies.

     2. Declarations of Interest: None were declared.
3. Minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting: The minutes of the meetings had previously been shared with the 
Councillors and were accepted as a true record.
4. Matters arising
a) Ray Wind update –   The Clerk advised that there was nothing new to report this month.
b) Tree maintenance on village green   – The Clerk confirmed that Frank Charlton had undertaken required work 

on the two trees on the village green opposite the church entrance where there was some dead wood.
c)   ’Hot compost bin’ trial – The Clerk reported he had been advised by NCC that the second set of compost bins 

had been delivered to residents. Residents participating in the trial would be contacted for feedback during the 
trial and there would be an online meeting by the compost manufacturer to answer any queries people may 
have.

d)   Bonfire & fireworks on village green on 5 November – There was agreement that the event had been a 
success with a good attendance. There was discussion on a few points that the Clerk was asked to take 
forward.

e) Village Hall power outage preparations / Northern Powergrid (NPg) grant application – The Chair provided a 
summary of the meeting held with NPg. At the meeting it had been suggested the Village Hall committee 
consider whether a battery should also be included in the grant. Following research whilst it was agreed this 
would be beneficial in the long term there was presently over a year waiting list for the suggested battery. 
Additionally it would be more advantageous if a battery was purchased with solar panels. It was agreed 
appropriate research for this would delay the more urgent requirements to ensure the village hall was a warm, 
safe ‘refuge’ following any future power outages, as soon as possible. It was agreed to seek the Village Hall 
committee comments before contacting NPg. Cllr Bell advised the committee were meeting the next Monday.  

f) Speed Indicator device (SID) – There was agreement following receipt of the quotes from the SID supplier and
NCC, for the preparation work, to proceed with a grant application to Ray Windfunds. Meantime the Clerk 
advised he had received an email from PCSO Philip Davidson that the Police traffic would visit Elsdon on a 
regular basis to assess the speed of traffic on the roads within the 30mph restrictions.

g) Broken road sign near Crawford Crescent – The Clerk reported that he had received an email from Nigel 
Brannen (NCC) that two road signs had been replaced. Cllr Renton advised this was not the case and it was 
agreed the Clerk would contact Mr Brannen for an update. 

   5.    Finance:
a) Finance update and 2023/24 precept – The Clerk advised the current bank balance of the Parish Council was 

£2,256.20. He provided detail of expenditure for the year to date and there was discussion on the projected 
budgets for the remaining year as well as plans for 2023/24. There was agreement that if possible the precept 
should be reduced after raising it to £2,000 for the current year to meet the cost of the registration of the village
green. The Councillors agreed to meet outside the meeting to consider the Clerk’s pay and would confirm the 
precept amount at the next meeting.

b) Payment of invoice to F&J Charlton for £70 + VAT fr work on two trees on Village Green – The payment was 
agreed.

c) Payment of invoice from St John’s Ambulance for £96.00 + VAT for first aid on 5 November – The Clerk 
advised he had not as yet received the invoice but there was agreement from all to pay when received. It was 
noted that half the net amount would be met from the proceeds received at the event.

d) Payment of invoice from Muckle LLP for £822.00 + VAT for registration of Elsdon Village Green – The 
payment was agreed.

e) Payment of invoice for hire of Village Hall hire for Parish Council meeting – The payment of £100.00 for the 10 
meetings was agreed.
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f)  Payment of invoice for £16.00 for Remembrance wreath – The payment was agreed.
g) Payment of invoice for £24.96 + VAT for Spanglefish for Parish Council website – The payment was agreed.

6.    Planning:
  a) There were no applications to consider at this meeting.

7. New business: 
a) Possible grants for off grid properties in Elsdon Parish     – The Clerk reported that he had received one response

from the five letters he had sent regarding possible grants for off grid properties within the Parish. Cllr Renton 
requested that the Clerk also contact Duncan Hutt (Northumberland Wildlife Trust) regarding the Haining 
property. 

b) Easement across Village Green   – The Clerk provided an update on latest development and correspondence 
between the interested parties and the legal representation of the Parish Council.

c) Town, Parish and Community Council Conferences   – Cllr Brownlee offered to represent the Parish Council at 
the Morpeth meeting.  

d) Repair at Starymers bridge   – The Clerk reported that NCC were waiting for response from the land owner 
before next steps or the repairs can considered and planned.

e) Carers Rights Day   – The Councillors advised that no one was available to attend the event on 24 November.  

8  .   Any other business  :
a) The Councillors asked whether there was an update on the Northumbria Water Ltd work that has required daily

trips by numerous tankers providing water. The Clerk was asked to contact NWL for an update and ask that 
safety measures were introduced at the junction on B6341 where the tankers turned.

b) The Chair advised he had not received an update on the request to plant two oaks on the piece of Village 
Green near the crossroads within the area of the access track.

c) Cllr Renton provided details of the plant tubs and how it was planned to decorate trees in each this Christmas. 
He also agreed to speak to Mr & Mrs Hudson regarding the lights for the trees along the Village Green 
opposite the church.

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting will be on 12 January, 2023 starting at 7.00pm at 
Elsdon Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.40pm
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