Research-based Professional Development for Educators
Proposal
Focus

The focus is on close-to-practice research that explores the implications of asking, researching and answering questions of the kind, ‘How do I improve my professional practice as an educator’:

‘Close-to-practice research is research that focusses on aspects defined by practitioners as relevant to their practice, and often involves collaborative work between practitioners and researchers.’ (Wyse et al, 2018, p. 16)
Most CPD provides training to improve skills and subject knowledge but rarely does it enable professional educational-practitioners to see themselves as educational knowledge-creators who can contribute to a global educational knowledge-base. 
The focus on my professional practice, as the Master’s lead in an Institute of Higher Education, is the development of a University accredited Living Theory Masters curriculum. The curriculum is designed to enable professional educators to engage in Close to Practice research within an educational setting that provides collaborative support. 

Values-led practice is at the heart of this MA and not just the focus of a single module. The modules within the MA Values-led Leadership pathway are designed to enable practitioners to research their educational influences in their leadership practice. The emphasis in on the knowledge-creation of the educators in contributing to leadership knowledge, skills and practice, whilst developing and understanding their ontological values. These values are used as explanatory principles and standards of judgement in their contributions to leadership knowledge. Living Theory research methodology, incorporated within the modules, supports research into practice in light of values, as students offer their own living-educational-theory as an explanation of their educational influences to the educational knowledge-base (Whitehead, 2010, 2019).  The methodology includes an engagement with the final report of the Ethical Leadership Commission (ASCL, 2019).
Originality
The originality lies in the educational knowledge generated from researching the generation and legitimation of a Living Theory Masters CPD programme in values led leadership. 

The creative methods developed for this curriculum in Spirals and TRASC (Author, 2019) have been used by educational practitioner researchers to: inquire into their professional practice; create valid explanations of their educational influence in learning; help them improve their practice; tap into what motivates them; develop their individual sense of their professionalism and contribute to a professional knowledge-base.   

The originality of the creative methods include Action Research, Narrative Enquiry and Auto-ethnography in the generation of the living-educational-theories of individual educators. They include producing and making public multi-media valid explanations of educational influences in learning as contributions to professional knowledge.

The collaborative support and data collection include drawing Living Theory researchers, working in other countries and fields of practice, into regular conversation (using SKYPE and ZOOM). This form of collaboration can be seen in the living-posters accessible from http://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/homepage061115.pdf
Rigour (and validity)
Rigour is addressed by drawing on Winter’s six principles of rigour (1989) of reflexive and dialectical critique, risk, plural structure, multiple resource and theory practice transformation  and Habermas’ (1976, pp2-3) four criteria of social validity related to comprehensibility, evidence, socio-cultural and socio-historical understandings and authenticity. 

Significance of the proposal for practice, policy and theory 
The significance for practice is that the presentation provides a clear communication of the meaning of educational practice, used in this research.  Educational practice and research is clearly distinguished from education practice and research. 

The significance for an educational policy is focused on an understanding of the responsibility of a professional educator to research and to contribute their professional knowledge to the professional knowledge-base of education.

The significance of the presentation for educational theory is that it shows how research-based professional development for educators can generate the living-educational-theories of educators as a contribution to educational knowledge.
References
Author  et al (2019) 

ASCL (2019) Navigating the Educational Moral Maze. The final report of the Ethical Leadership Commission. Leicester; Association of School and College Leaders.  

Habermas’ (1976). Communication and the Evolution of Society. London; Heinemann.
Whitehead, J. (2010). Creating An Educational Epistemology In The Multi-Media Narratives Of Living Educational Theories And Living Theory Methodologies. Action Researcher in Education 1(1); 89-109.

Whitehead, J., Delong, J., Huxtable, M., Campbell, L., Griffin, C., Mounter, J. (2019) Self-Study in Elementary and Secondary Teaching: A Living Theory Approach in  Second International Handbook of Self-Study of Teaching and Teacher Education. Dordrecht; Springer; Dordrecht. (in press)
Whitehead, J. & Huxtable, M. (2016) Creating a Profession of Educators with the living-theories of Master and Doctor Educators, Gifted Education International, 32(1) 6-25
Winter, R. (1989). Learning from Experience.  London; Falmer.
Wyse, D. (2018) Editorial in Quality in Close-To-Practice Educational Research, Research Intelligence, Issue 137, Autumn, 2018, p.14.
Abstract
This paper identifies CPD that enables professional educational-practitioners to see themselves as educational knowledge creators who can contribute to a global educational knowledge base. 
Through close to practice research (Wyse et al, 2018) as part of a university accredited Living Theory Masters curriculum, practitioners will focus on identifying their ontological values which will provide the explanatory principles and standards of judgement in their research and practice.  

Living Theory research methodology, incorporated within the modules, supports research into practice in light of values, as students offer their own living-educational-theory as an explanation of their educational influences to the educational knowledge-base (Whitehead, 2010, 2019.

The originality of the creative methods include Action Research, Narrative Enquiry and Auto-ethnography in the generation of the living-educational-theories of individual educators. They include producing and making public multi-media valid explanations of educational influences.
The creative methods developed enable students to move between the MA given curriculum and their own living-curriculum curriculum in Spirals and TRASC (Author, 2019). These have been used by practitioner researchers to: inquire into their professional practice; create valid explanations of their educational influence in learning; help them improve their practice; tap into what motivates them; develop their individual sense of their professionalism and contribute to a professional knowledge-base.   
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