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The exhibition showcases the work of the very active local Community Archaeology 

Group.  The wider Gairloch area, from Shieldaig through to Second Coast, is 

crammed full of archaeological attractions and fascinating historical surprises. A 

great deal of information on these sites has been gathered by the group of 

enthusiastic volunteers, and will be added to the archive of community archaeology 

project work that has been built up over previous years.  

The exhibition provides tantalising glimpses into the lives of those who lived and 

worked in the Gairloch district.  Townships such as South and North Erradale, Big 

Sand, Melvaig, Laide, Sand Passage and settlements in the Balgy area have been 

investigated, photographed and surveyed. Material has been gathered on 

Achtercairn, Flowerdale and Inchgowan, Badachro Farm, Balnaluib and the Boom 

and some crofts at Mellon Charles. New round-houses have been discovered and 

infant burial grounds have been documented. The many corn-drying kilns, limekilns 

and mills in the area are now recorded within one booklet. The ‘lost’ settlement of 

Altantarsin has been found and several residents have shared their personal 

memories and family trees. 

 We are fortunate to live in an area with such a rich history. Everything presented at 

the exhibition will be added to the museum archive and it is hoped that this vivid 

kaleidoscope of archaeological fragments will encourage people to add their own 

investigations, gradually uncovering more of the historical detail of the district. 

 

Community 

Archaeology Project 

‘Glimpses of the Past’ 

21st Sept – 31st Oct 2013 
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Ironically, Ed prefers to use traditional slide film to capture magical Wester 

Ross moments created by nature alone. He feels that the character of film 

compliments his particular style, believing it to be "less perfect" than digital 

media - akin to listening to vinyl rather than MP3!  

 

As the son of two landscape painters, Ed hopes that he has inherited some 

artistic genes despite his scientific background and welcomes you to view his 

work at the Gairloch Heritage Museum this August. At the exhibition, he will 

present some of his most popular pieces as well as some of the unusual light 

and atmospheric effects uniquely captured from this magnificent area of his 

beloved Scotland. 

 

 

Ed Duncan photography 

‘Moods and moments’ 

3rd August – 14th September 

 

Ed Duncan is a Scottish 

photographer passionate about 

pictures and the natural world 

Educated at the University of 

Edinburgh, Ed was one of the 

early pioneers of 

digital imaging as part of a 

research team inventing some 

of the first commercially 

available digital cameras in the 

world. Drawn back to his family 

roots in the north-west, Ed now 

lives in Wester Ross and 

specialises in mood, sea and 

landscape photography. 

 



Events 

Tuesday 30th July (2-4pm) and Tuesday 20th August (7-9 pm) 

Storytelling, Music and Song 

A coming together of local talents to entertain with music and song, 

and stories about the local area and its people, past and present. 

 

Tuesday, 3rd September  (7-9pm)  

Ewan McVicar – A Mountain in My Hand 7:00-9:00pm 

 

Help Ewan McVicar explore the surprising connections between the 

stones of Gairloch and David Livingstone in Africa. 19th Century 

Highland Scots amateur geologists consulted with and reported to 

Ross-shire born Roderick Murchison, a key protagonist in the 

‘Highland Controversy’. Livingstone dedicated his first book to 

Murchison. 

For Livingstone’s bicentenary this year author and storyteller Ewan 

McVicar is touring a ‘Livingstone’s Magic Lantern’ show around 

Scotland, featuring his newly-published book on Livingstone’s 

Scottish and African friends. In Gairloch the show will be followed by 

an informal non-expert investigation of aspects of local geology, 

involving handling of stone and fossil samples brought by Ewan and 

by audience members. 

 

 

 


