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WELCOME TO 
DOORS OPEN DAYS 2013
FÀILTE GU LÀITHEAN NAN 
DORSAN FOSGAILTE 2013

Doors Open Days takes place throughout Scotland and is part 
of European Heritage Days. It aims to give people the chance 
to see inside some of the country’s most interesting buildings, 
many of which are not normally accessible to the public.  

The Highland Doors Open Days programme is co-ordinated 
by The Highland Council, and takes place on four weekends 
during September. This is your chance to explore a wide range 
of buildings, old and modern, in the Highlands - all with free 
entry on their Doors Open Days and offering special events 
and activities such as tours, music and even a period costumed 
group with weapons and stories!

If you are a Doors Open Days regular, you’ll see that this year 
the programme features some exciting new venues as well 
as your tried-and-tested favourites. If you are new to Doors 
Open Days, some great experiences await you!

And, new for everyone this year – our first-ever virtual Doors 
Open Days event in the shape of a month-long special online 
tour of the new Inverness Campus.

We would like to thank all the 2013 Doors Open Days venues 
for taking part and we wish you, the visitor, an enjoyable time 
exploring some of the Highlands’ hidden gems. 

For further information about Doors Open Days  
Scotland-wide, please visit 

www.doorsopendays.org.uk 
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THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER 
Virtual tour of the new Inverness Campus.

SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER

ROSS & CROMARTY 
Ballone Castle, Portmahomack
Cromarty Courthouse Museum
Cromarty Lighthouse
East Church, Cromarty  
Hugh Miller’s Birthplace Cottage  
and Museum, Cromarty

TAIN/BONAR BRIDGE
Edderton Old Parish Church
The Kyle of Sutherland Heritage Centre

SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
IN AND AROUND INVERNESS 
Eden Court Theatre  
(NB:Eden Court Theatre will also be running  
Doors Open Days tours on Sunday 22nd September)
Inverness Town House

CAITHNESS 
Caithness Horizons, Thurso
Church of St John the Evangelist, Wick
Clan Gunn Heritage Centre 
Dunbeath Heritage Centre
Waterlines Visitor Centre

SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
BADENOCH & STRATHSPEY 
Abernethy Old Kirk, Nethy Bridge 
Strathspey Steam Railway –  
Aviemore Sheds, Aviemore
LOCHABER - BY FORT WILLIAM
Neptune’s Staircase, Caledonian Canal, Banavie

Front cover:  St Andrew’s Cathedral, Inverness (main picture); left-right Caithness Horizons, 
MAKAR Workshop, Ballone Castle, Jim Savage-Lowden Observatory, Abernethy Old Kirk.  
Above left: Inverness Campus, Strathspey Steam Railway – Aviemore Sheds, Waterlines Visitor 
Centre, Lybster, Maggie’s Highlands. Opposite page:  Neptune’s Staircase, Banavie.

LEAFLET 
AVAILABLE

SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
IN AND AROUND INVERNESS 
Daviot Parish Church
Dunolly House 
Free North Church
Highland Archive and Registration Centre
Inverness Museum and Art Gallery
Inverness Sheriff Court 
Jim Savage-Lowden Observatory
Maggie’s Highlands
MAKAR Workshop
Muirtown Locks, Caledonian Canal, Inverness 
Ness Bank Church of Scotland
Old High Church
St Andrew’s Cathedral
St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
St Stephen’s Church
Wardlaw Mausoleum



Inverness Campus (virtual tour only)
A special opportunity to preview the  
new Inverness Campus online!
Inverness Campus, developed by Highlands & Islands Enterprise, will be 
an attractive high-quality location for academic, business and research 
organisations. The vision for the Campus is for an outstanding built 
environment with world-class facilities, well-designed, sustainable buildings 
and generous landscaped green space. This will both attract people to the 
area and offer a community asset for use by everyone.

The Campus occupies 215 acres of land at Beechwood, east Inverness 
adjacent to Raigmore Hospital, Life Scan Scotland and the Centre for 
Health Science on one side and Inverness Retail and Business Park on the 
other.

The first buildings will open in 2015, including a new state of the art 
home for Inverness College UHI.  The infrastructure for the first phase 
of the ambitious Campus development will be complete in 2013 with 
new roads, bridges, footpaths and high quality hard and soft landscaping in 
place. The Campus will be fully developed over the next 20 years.  

With public safety a priority and construction work ongoing on site, there 
will be no public access to the Campus until later in the year.  For Doors 
Open Day 2013, a new video of the Campus has been produced to give 
an up to date virtual tour of the site.

For more information on Inverness Campus, including live webcam  
and progress videos of the work on site since February 2012, visit  
www.invernesscampus.co.uk

THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER 2013

Daviot Church Daviot, Inverness, IV2 5XQ

A landmark on the A9, 7 miles south of Inverness, with its distinctive 
golden cockerel weather vane, Daviot Church was built in 1826 at  
a cost of £873 1s 0d by MacPhail and Macfarlane (or Macpharlane) to  
a specification prepared by Alexander Grant, factor to the Mackintosh  
(the chief of Clan Mackintosh). It was completely restored in 1991  
with the help of Historic Scotland. 

Book about church available. Exhibition and powerpoint presentation.

w: www.strathsnairnanddearn.co.uk 
t: 01463 772242  
e: campbell578@talktalk.net

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

Free North Church Bank Street, Inverness, IV1 1QA

The Free North Church which was designed by Alexander Ross and 
opened on 17th June 1893, is Gothic style, with the tallest spire in 
Inverness at 170 feet. Whilst it is typical of the Presbyterian plain style, 
it surpasses most others in size and in the boldness and elegance of its 
detail. The North Church congregation split from East Church (Church 
of Scotland) and joined the Free Church of Scotland during the 1843 
Disruption. The interior, which can seat 1300, has been restored with 
stencil work on the barrel ceiling. As usual in the Free Church of Scotland, 
there is no organ, but there is a box below the pulpit for the Precentor 
who leads the singing.

Exhibition.

w: www.freenorthchurch.org 
t: tel 01463 231981 e: email colin.macleod@sky.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm 

WC

Highland Archive and Registration Centre Bught Road, Inverness, IV3 5SS

The Highland Archive and Registration Centre was constructed with the 
aid of Heritage Lottery Funding at a cost of £10.5 million and was officially 
opened by HRH The Earl of Wessex on 23rd November 2009. The 
building stores the historical records for the areas of Inverness-shire, Nairn, 
Ross & Cromarty and Sutherland which go back to the fourteenth century.

Come along any time between 11am and 4pm and find out what 
happens in this iconic award-winning building. If you would be interested 
in seeing behind the scenes, book a place on one of the tours and explore 
areas not normally open to members of the public.

Exhibition of archive material, explanation of work of Family History 
Centre, guided tours, and opportunity to record “Your Story” as part of 
our Open Day oral history project.  

w: www.highlandarchives.org.uk t: 01463 256437 
e: janet.baker@highlifehighland.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 11am - 4pm
GUIDED TOURS: 12 noon,1.30pm & 2.30pm:  
archive strongrooms and conservation studio 
11.15am, 3pm, 3.30pm: wedding ceremony 
rooms and registration strongroom

WCWC

Dunolly House Clachnaharry Road, Inverness, IV3 8RB

Dunolly House is situated at the eastern-most tip of the Caledonian 
Canal, beside the junction between the Beauly Firth and the sealock gates.  
The house was built in the early 19th century and was used by engineers 
inspecting the build of the eastern section of the canal, later becoming 
accommodation for the Canal Manager.  Details of the period - such 
as the lovely shutters, the fanlight and fanciful chimneypieces – remain.  
Dunolly House was refurbished in 2012-2013 as part of the Vivat Trust’s 
partnership with Scottish Canals and opened as a holiday let sleeping eight 
people earlier this year.

There is disabled parking only at the house; the nearest other parking is in 
the Scottish Canals car park two minutes’ walk from the house.

w: www.vivat-trust.org  t: 0845 0900194 
e: enquiries@vivat-trust.org

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10.30am-3.30pm



- Special Exhibition
Maggie’s Highlands  Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, IV2 3FL

Maggie’s Highlands open from 10am - 4pm with special  
‘welcome events’ at 11am and 2pm.  These events last an hour and are a 
chance to learn more about Maggie’s, who we are, what we do,  
the importance of our buildings and surroundings and finally how we  
fund our centres and services.

Award-winning copper clad building opened in June 2005.   
Designed by Page and Park.

w: www.maggiescentres.org 
t: 01463 706302 
e: elma.mackay@maggiescentres.org

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

MAKAR Workshop Clachandreggy, Dores Road, Torbreck, Inverness, IV2 6DJ

MAKAR design, manufacture and construct ecological buildings. In June 
2012, MAKAR opened a customised workshop with 3-tonne gantry crane 
to prefabricate wall, roof and floor panels up to 10m long. Surrounded 
by organic farmland, the 450m² workshop was assembled within 10 days 
from 60 tonnes of locally-sourced Douglas Fir, Larch and Sitka Spruce.  
It is now a hub of activity producing 20-30 homes per year for sites  
across Scotland.

w: www.makar.co.uk 
t: tel 01463 709993 
e: info@makar.co.uk

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES : 10am - 4pm

WC

Muirtown Locks Caledonian Canal, Muirtown Basin, Inverness

The Caledonian Canal, opened in 1822, was designed by Thomas 
Telford. It is a spectacular piece of engineering, and the impressive locks 
mean that boats can travel up- or downhill. Today, the canal is a busy 
working waterway, welcoming a wide variety of boats. The towpaths are 
havens for wildlife, and are great places to explore on foot or bike.

Join the canal Heritage Officer for a short walk on easy paths. (Please 
see panel on left for times.) Find out how the canal works and about its 
history, wildlife, and current projects. You may see locks opening and 
closing, or have a demonstration from the lock keeper – depending on 
canal boat traffic on the day.

Guided walks start at the bottom of Muirtown Locks, in the car park 
beside the canal (signed “Great Glen Canoe Trail parking”). 
Parking in nearby retail park.

w: www.scottishcanals.co.uk  t: 01463 725500 
e: enquiries@scottishcanals.co.uk

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES Access any time.  
Guided walks: 10.30am-11.30am  
and 1.30pm-2.30pm

WC

Inverness Sheriff Court The Castle, Inverness IV2 3EG

Standing on the site of the medieval castle of Inverness, the Sheriff Court 
is by Edinburgh architect William Burn and dates from 1833-35.  Inside, 
the central stair rises under a panelled vaulted ceiling.  Original furnishings 
include a Tudor Gothic canopy over the bench in Court No. 1.

Assistance for visitors with hearing difficulties.  Leaflet and information 
booklets available.  

Please note: entry for guided tours only, at times shown - no entry/exit 
between tours. Vending machine available for refreshments.

w: www.scotcourts.gov.uk

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPEN only for guided tours starting  
at 11.30am, 12.30pm and 2.00pm.

WC

Jim Savage-Lowden Observatory  Culloden Moor, IV2 5EU

Highlands Astronomical Society looks forward to visitors at their 
observatory (opposite National Trust for Scotland Culloden Battlefield 
Visitor Centre).

The history of the society, news, events, programme and equipment can 
all be seen.  Details of the sun (if it is shining) may be observed through 
our solar telescope.

Parking available at NTS Visitor Centre car park. 

w: www.spacegazer.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 2pm - 6pm 

WC

Inverness Museum & Art Gallery Castle Wynd, Inverness, IV2 3EB

Inverness Museum houses over 50,000 objects: many are held in our 
reserve collections.  This Doors Open Day we are opening our collections’ 
stores and bringing out a host of objects rarely or never before displayed for 
a one-day, pop-up exhibition. “Making the Highlands: able makers through 
time” will celebrate ancient and historic objects crafted by the inhabitants 
of the North of Scotland –from first settlers’ flints to the glistening lustre of 
Inverness silverware.

w: http://inverness.highland.museum 
t: tel 01463 237114 
e: cait.mccullagh@highlifehighland.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 11am - 3.30pm

WC



St Stephen’s Church Southside Road, Inverness, IV2 4XA

Carefully detailed Arts and Crafts Gothic by WL Carruthers, built 1895-1897, 
B-listed. The Church has a high open interior under a braced timber collar roof.  
The stained glass is of note and all designed by A Ballantine & Son. The three-
light west window (1905) depicts the martyrdom of St Stephen; in the south 
wall, A Prophet (1901); in the north wall a portrait of the Very Reverend Norman 
MacLeod (1911), while the two-light window (1906) is of the Marys at the tomb.  
The chancel lights are of strongly-coloured glass. The pulpit is of locally-grown 
oak; and the organ is by Wadsworth & Bros (1902), substantially renovated in 
2000 by A Edmonstone. New light fittings, in keeping with the Early Arts interior, 
were installed in 2012 as part of the electrical system upgrade.

Organ recitals at 11.30am and 2.30pm, and floral art. Refreshments available 
after recitals.

Limited parking at building.

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10.30am - 4pm

WC

Wardlaw Mausoleum Wardlaw Road, Kirkhill, IV5 7NB

Originally the burial place of the Lovat Frasers, the Lovat Mausoleum, 
Wardlaw, was erected in 1634 on the site of the medieval Kirkhill Parish 
Church onto whose east gable the mausoleum was added. Built by 
William Ross, notable features include buckle quoins at the east corner 
below the belfry which is dated 1722. It was renovated by the  
locally-formed Wardlaw Mausoleum Trust with funding from Historic 
Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund in 1998 when a fine quatrefoil 
window, thought to have been dedicated by Euphemia Fraser in 1341, 
was exposed in the west gable.
A local re-enactment group in period costume complete with weapons 
will give talks on the history of the Frasers, including those buried in the 
mausoleum, from 2pm-4pm.
w: www.kirkhillandbunchrew.org.uk 
t: 01463 831742 e: architect@eriklundberg.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

Ballone Castle Portmahomack, Tain IV20 1RD

This 16th Century Z plan fortalice is perched on the cliff edge.  The hall on 
the first floor is a fine apartment with its large ceiling joists and moulded stone 
corbels.  Architect Lachie Stewart and his wife Annie have lovingly restored it 
as their family home from its ruinous state.

Guided tours throughout day - maximum 20 per tour. 

w: www.anta.co.uk/architecture

PORTMAHOMACK14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

St Andrew’s Cathedral 15 Ardross Street, Inverness, IV3 5NS

Alexander Ross (1834-1925) of Inverness was the architect for St Andrew’s 
Cathedral (1866-69), the first new Cathedral to be completed in Britain 
since the Reformation. Founded by Bishop Eden, whose palace became the 
Eden Court Theatre nearby, and consecrated in 1874, this Gothic Revival 
building enjoys a fine riverside location and with its distinctive twin towers 
is a significant Inverness landmark. Look out for the horse and wheel in the 
transept window which serves as a memorial to the horse that was killed by 
a falling stone during the construction of the building.  

Information leaflet available in several languages.  
Refreshments available in adjacent Old Boys’ School.

w: www.invernesscathedral.com   
t: 01463 233535 
e: canonalexgordon@btconnect.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 6am - 6pm

WC

Old High Church 111 Church Street, Inverness, IV1 1EY

It is believed that there has been a church on this site since the 12th century.  
The present building dates from the late 18th century, though it is thought 
that the building contains remnants of earlier structures.  In Celtic times, 
St Columba of Ionais said to have preached here at “St Michael’s Mount”.  
Current building is mostly 18th century with 19th century additions, with 
part of the tower 14th century. Curfew is still rung from the clock tower at 
20.00hrs every night. Used as a prison after the Battle of Culloden (1746) 
with prisoners said to have been executed in the graveyard. Inside you 
can see a King James Bible of 1611, a field communion set used by the 
legendary “Tartan Pimpernel” during the Second World War, the chancel of 
Iona marble, and monuments to Inverness worthies. It is still the venue of 
the annual “Kirking of the Council” when the Provost and councillors process 
from the Town House for worship.
Guided tours and music throughout day.

w: www.oldhighststephens.com

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

Ness Bank Church Ness Bank, Inverness, IV2 4SF

The Church was built and opened in 1901 on a steeply sloping site to 
a design by William Mackintosh. The style is early Gothic revival with 
walls of Tarradale stone. The congregation, which was founded in 1787, 
belonged to the United Free Church which united with the Church of 
Scotland in 1929. Configuration of the site led to halls being built below 
the Sanctuary.  Inside, there are some notable stained glass works.  

Live organ music all day. Paid parking available on Ness Bank.

w: www.nessbank.net

INVERNESS 7 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC



Hugh Miller’s Birthplace Cottage & Museum Church Street, Cromarty, IV11 8XA

Hugh Miller was born in 1802 in the thatched cottage built by his great-
great-grandfather John Feddes c1700.  His story is told in Miller House 
where he lived with his wife Lydia.  This elegant Georgian house was 
built by his father about 1800.  Beautiful small gardens lie behind both 
properties. The buildings are in the care of the National Trust for Scotland.  

Note: Wheelchair access limited to ground floor of cottage.  
Parking nearby. Last entry 4.30pm.

Photograph by Andrew Dowsett

w: www.nts.org.uk/property/Hugh-Millers-Birthplace-Cottage-Museum,  
t: 0844 493 2158  e: millermuseum@nts.org.uk

CROMARTY 14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 12 noon - 5pm

WC

Edderton Old Parish Church Edderton, Tain, Ross-shire, IV19 1JU

Edderton Old Parish Church in Easter Ross, built in its present external 
form in 1743, is unique in being little changed both internally and 
externally since 1821. Recently re-appraised by Historic Scotland as 
“A-listed” ie of national or international importance. Within the graveyard 
stands the Edderton Cross Slab dating from 9th century. Also on display 
is the Edderton Ark – a portable prefabricated pulpit used in the remoter 
areas of the Highland in the 19th century.  

Guided tours – information booklets available.

w: www.spanglefish.com/eddertonoldkirk 
t: 01862 821679 
e: email defin@btinternet.com

TAIN/BONAR BR. 14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES : 10am - 4pm

Kyle of Sutherland Heritage Centre Ardgay, Sutherland IV24 3DJ

Visit the historic Kincardine former parish church with its unique 
ceiling.  Graveyard with several interesting grave slabs.  See the 
Kincardine Pictish grave marker and hear the latest discoveries the 
society has made about the history of the marker which is now 
on display inside the building.  Read our Information boards about 
the Kyle of Sutherland’s history and about the nearby Community 
Wood. Visitors will be welcome to browse the society’s collection 
of books and files on matters of local interest.

w: www.kyle-of-sutherland-heritage.org.uk 
e: Kosh-whinstone@talktalk.net

TAIN/BONAR BR. 14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

Cromarty Lighthouse Cromarty,  IV11 8YL

Cromarty Lighthouse was built by Alan Stevenson, uncle of Robert Louis 
Stevenson, and operated by the Northern Lighthouse Board from 1842 
until it was de-commissioned in 2005. Overlooking John Smeaton’s 18th 
Century harbour, the Lighthouse Tower, Keeper’s Cottage and Old Buoy 
Store are now used for marine research and teaching by the University of 
Aberdeen.

Staff and students will be available to present and discuss their work.  
(Further details are available at www.abdn.ac.uk/lighthouse). 

w: www.abdn.ac.uk/lighthouse 
t: 01381 600548

CROMARTY 14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

Cromarty Courthouse Museum Church Street, Cromarty,  IV11 8XA

Built at the expense of George Ross of Pitkerrie and Cromarty in 1782,  
the former courthouse is now a museum in which the first floor 
courtroom contains furnishings of 1844.  There are cells on the ground 
floor with further cells and an exercise yard to the rear built by Thomas 
Brown Junior in 1844.  

Parking on street or Links car park.  Limited disabled access –  
staff happy to assist.

w: www.cromarty-courthouse.org.uk

CROMARTY 14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES : 12 noon - 4pm

East Church Cromarty Church Street, Cromarty IV7 8JU

Based on a medieval core, the East Church is a fine example of a post-
Reformation Church, and retains many features reflecting the building’s 
development from this period onwards. It is owned by the Scottish 
Redundant Churches Trust which has recently completed a three-year 
conservation programme.  

An exhibition about medieval Cromarty, and the archaeological dig that 
has taken place over the summer, will be on display in the church vestry. 
In addition, medieval finds will be on display in Cromarty Courthouse 
Museum, which is also open for Doors Open Days.

Access for disabled people possible – staff happy to assist. 
Parking on street or Links car park.

w: www.eastchurchcromarty.co.uk 
t: 01381 600243 e: info@eastchurchcromarty.co.uk

CROMARTY 14 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC



Dunbeath Heritage Centre Old School. Dunbeath, Caithness, KW6 6ED

Located in the Old School, Dunbeath Heritage Centre is an open door 
to the rich past of this Caithness Strath and the landscape of Neil Gunn’s 
“Highland River” and “Silver Darlings”.  Information available on local 
history, as well as an exhibition about the “Wag of Forse”, art installations 
and a bookshop. Accredited Museum with new exhibition area.  

w: www.dunbeath-heritage.org.uk 
t: 01593 731233 
e: info@dunbeath-heritage.org.uk

CAITHNESS 21 September 2013

OPENING TIMES : 11.30am - 3.30pm

WC

Church of St John the Evangelist Moray Street, Wick, Caithness, KW1 5QF

This Episcopal Church of Scotland, one of only two in Caithness,  
was designed by the architect Alexander Ross, and built in 1868-70.   
It has seating for approx 110 people. The church became a Category B 
Listed Building in 1997. The interior has a warm and friendly atmosphere, 
accentuated by impressive stained glass windows. There is a pipe organ 
by Harrison of Durham within the chancel.

Guided tours available. Disabled access toilet in adjacent church hall.

w: wwwstjohnswick.org.uk 
t: 01955 609291

CAITHNESS 21 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

Clan Gunn Heritage Centre Latheron KW5 6DL

Clan Gunn Heritage Centre and Museum tells the story of one of Scotland’s 
oldest clans from its Viking origins to the present day.

The Centre holds an archive of Clan Gunn and its many related families.

Exhibition.

w: www.clangunnsociety.org 
t: 01595 741700 
e: iagunn@northlandsglass.com

CAITHNESS 21 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 11am - 4pm 

WC

Caithness Horizons Old Town Hall, High Street, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8AJ

Caithness Horizons opened to the public on1st December 2008 
following the refurbishment of Thurso Town Hall and the adjacent 
Carnegie Library.  Since opening the museum has been awarded a 5-star 
Visitor Attraction rating by VisitScotland and has achieved full Museum 
Accreditation. 

Caithness Horizons is home to a permanent and temporary exhibition 
gallery. In addition, Caithness Horizons has a lovely gift shop and 
cafe which serves delicious home-baking. Caithness Horizons is fully 
accessible and is located on the High Street in Thurso. Parking is available 
immediately opposite the museum.

w: www.caithnesshorizons.co.uk  t: 01847 896508 
e: info@caithnesshorizons.co.uk

CAITHNESS 21 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 6pm

WC

Eden Court Theatre Bishop’s Road, Inverness, IV3 5SA

One of Inverness’s landmark buildings, the award-winning Eden Court 
complex combines 19th century grandeur with 20th and 21st century 
sophistication. Eden Court consists of two theatres, two cinemas, dance 
studios and the beautiful Bishop’s Palace. There is also a restaurant, bars, 
roof terrace and garden. Come and see what goes on inside one of the 
UK’s largest arts centres.  

Guided tours available on Saturday 21 September at 11am and 2pm.

w: www.eden-court.co.uk 
t: 01463 239841 or 234234 
e: marketing@eden-court.co.uk

INVERNESS 21 & 22 September 2013

OPENING TIMES Sat: 10am - 4pm;
Sun: 11am - 4pm

WC

Inverness Town House High Street/Castle Street, Inverness, IV1 1JJ

This Victorian Gothic style building was designed by architects James 
Matthews and William Lawrie, following a competition to replace the 
previous Town House on this site.  It was built between 1878 and 1881 
and opened in 1882.  The interior contains fine paintings, portraits and 
busts.  The Council Chamber was the scene of an historic meeting of the 
British Cabinet in September 1921.

A guide to Inverness Town House can be downloaded from  http://
www.highland.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/06BA9AC4-DCDF-4FE0-800F-
537D2285BE89/0/townhousebooklet.pdf

Pay and display car park adjacent.

t: 01463 785100

INVERNESS 21 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC



Neptune’s Staircase Caledonian Canal, Banavie, By Fort William

The Caledonian Canal, opened in 1822, was designed by Thomas 
Telford. The impressive Neptune’s Staircase is the longest lock staircase 
in Britain, with a series of eight locks. Today, the canal is a busy working 
waterway, welcoming a wide variety of boats. The towpaths are havens 
for wildlife, and are great places to explore on foot or bike.
Join the canal Heritage Officer for a short walk on easy paths.  
(Please see panel on left for times.) Find out how the canal works and 
about its history, wildlife, and current projects. You may see locks opening 
and closing, or have a demonstration from the lock keeper – depending 
on canal boat traffic on the day.
Guided walks start at the car park at the bottom of Neptune’s Staircase,  
beside the entrance to the lock flight.
Parking in large car park by the bottom of the lock flight. 
w: www.scottishcanals.co.uk  t: 01463 725500 
e: enquiries@scottishcanals.co.uk 

LOCHABER 28 September 2013

OPENING TIMES Access any time.  
Guided walks: 10.30am-11.30am  
and 1.30pm-2.30pm

WC

Strathspey Steam Railway Aviemore Sheds, Aviemore 

Go behind the scenes at the last, of two, former Highland Railway 
Company sheds, wth engines and carriages dating back to the late 1800s. 
A shed visit is the perfect way to explore the Railway, find out about the 
engineering feat involved, and learn a bit more about the operations side.  

Unfortunately, under 5s cannot take part in the tours. Children over  
5 years are welcome but must be accompanied by an adult.

In addition to a free shed tour(which must be booked in advance),  
Doors Open Days visitors can enjoy discounted travel on the steam 
railway on Saturday 28 September.

w: www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk 
t: 01479 810725 
e: strathtrains@strathspeyrailway.co.uk

BADENOCH & STRATHSPEY 28 September 2013

OPENING TIMES: guided tours hourly  
10am - 4pm. Free of charge but must be 
booked in advance. 12 people maximum  
per tour. To book, tel 01479 810725 or  
email strathtrains@strathspeyrailway.co.uk

WC

Abernethy Old Kirk B970 adjacent to Castle Roy, Nethy Bridge, Inverness-shire, PH25 3ED

Abernethy Old Kirk, Grade C-listed, dates back to the 1760s but 
evidence found in a Latin manuscript dates the site back to the 1180s.

The unique interior has the pulpit in the centre of the south wall with 
pews in a “horseshoe” configuration.

Purchased from the Church of Scotland in 2011 by Abernethy Old Kirk 
Association, it is now used for weddings, funerals, occasional worship, 
talks, concerts and various annual exhibitions.

Exhibition of old photos and genealogy information. Tour with information 
sheets. Organ recitals agt various times during day. Tea, coffee and home 
baking available.

w: www.oldkirknethybridge.org 
t: 01479 821944 or 079 3441 3063 
e: oldkirk@nethybridge.com

BADENOCH & STRATHSPEY 28 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 10am - 4pm

WC

Waterlines Visitor Centre Harbour Road, Lybster KW3 6AH

The history of the fishing industry in Lybster, at one time the third largest 
herring port in Scotland, and the natural heritage of the area is brought 
to life in a fascinating exhibition.

Exhibition. Guided tours may be booked in advance on 01593 721520.

t: 01593 721520 
e: iagunn@northlandsglass.com

CAITHNESS 21 September 2013

OPENING TIMES 11am - 5pm

WC
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