
‘Needed on a Journey’ Community Curation Project with                      

Nairn Museum and Rosebank Primary School 

As part of the My Heart’s in the Highland’s project four museums across Highland 

have been offered the opportunity to curate their own exhibitions in partnership with 

their local community. Liking to theme of Needed on a Journey these community 

exhibitions will compliment the touring exhibition from Inverness Museum and allow 

each museum to interpret relevant objects and stories from their collections.  

Nairn Museum worked in partnership with both Primary 6 classes from one of their 

local schools, Rosebank Primary, to develop an exhibition celebrating the theme of 

and Nairn’s links to countries of the Commonwealth. The museum has many                

objects in their collections that had been brought back years ago from countries 

such as Nigeria, the Solomon Islands, Australia, Canada and which have been in 

storage and not on view to the public.  

The pupils’ first task was to select objects 

from a list provided by the museum’s curator 

Yvonne Cotter.  Having no photographs of 

the objects to accompany the list the pupils 

had to hope that they were was just as                

interesting in real life as on paper!  Next was 

a visit to the museum where the pupils had 

the opportunity to go into the stores and               

retrieve their objects. It was very exciting            

unwrapping all the tissue paper and bubble 

wrap.  

Unwrapping some arrows and a bow. 



Some of the objects selected 

were a rickshaw puller’s hat, a 

straw hat, an ivory            

walking stick, a boomerang 

and a snake vertebrae                

necklace.  

On this visit the pupils also took the opportunity to study different types of               

object labels looking at where they were positioned, how much text was written 

on them and the language that was used.  This assisted them in writing their own 

labels back at school.  



Back at school some research was needed to find out important information about 

the objects.  Some details were more difficult than others to source and the pupils 

had to think creatively about their internet searches. Once they had all the key                

information needed the next task was to design their own labels on the computer.  

Here are some examples of the labels produced for their final exhibition. 



As part of the school’s Commonwealth celebrations on the 13th March the pupils 

created an exhibition with their objects.  Everything was brought across from the 

museum the day before with a team of committed young ’curators’ helping to 

transport the objects safely and staying after school to set up their display.   

The professional                

curators wearing their 

gloves to protect the 

objects. 



The event was great success with many parents and pupils from the school               

admiring all the hard work the Primary 6’s had achieved over the last 4 weeks.  The 

exhibition will be on display in Nairn Museum from 31st March until 12th May 2014.  




