
  

Needed on a Journey –  A Dhìth air Turas 

This exhibition, opening at Inverness Museum and Art Gallery on the 5th April and showing here 

until the 10th May, celebrating ‘The Year of Homecoming’, has been created by community 

participants from all over the Highlands working alongside our curatorial and exhibitions teams.  

It brings together historic pieces and contemporary creations that evoke Highland culture as it has 

been taken, shared and reformed through journeys from and to our region, throughout Scotland and 

across the world.  Throughout the exhibition we explore the essential elements of culture – music, 

tradition, language, lore and craft – that people bring with them to express their identity and to 

make home from home. 

Part of the ‘My heart’s in the Highlands’ Partnership Project, ‘Needed on a Journey’ is a roving 

exhibition that will visit Archive Centres, Galleries, Libraries and Museums in every part of the 

Highlands throughout 2014.  The objects at the centre of the exhibition will be used to inspire local 

communities at each location to curate additional exhibitions from their own local collections. 

In addition to using High Life Highland collections to illustrate three centuries’ of journeying, this 

core, roving exhibition includes two new creations.  The ‘Homecoming Quilt’ is an icon of portable 

Highland craft.  The ‘Needed on a Journey Storymaps’ take local maps and re-populate them  with 

images of traditions, memories and histories.  

             



My heart’s in the Highlands  

When exploring the items brought together in this exhibition, you will find that all were, indeed, 

needed on a journey; for example, the Tin Caird’s spoon with a toothed edge, for digging in to 

communal dishes, during seasonal work travels.  

Some represent iconic journeys.  The lambswool and horsehair yarn scarf, worn to the front during 

World War One, is but one recent memory of journeying out to battle.  Other items are 

extraordinarily ordinary and have been used to mark journeys through life’s passages.  The Lucky 

Bridal Horseshoe and the Silver Heart Brooch represent centuries of traditional token giving; charms 

for protection and safety. 

Every object tells more than one story.  There are many personalities represented, from the famous 

‘Sandy Battan’, to the unknown moulder of spoons.  Look closely at the materials used, often chosen 

for their natural qualities and in many cases their supernatural powers.  Examine the motifs formed 

through the passing on of tradition and lore, filling each object with symbolic importance.  All 

represent both culture that can be touched and the culture carried in hearts and minds. 

 

 

‘Being part of something special’ 

The objects and images exhibited are chosen from the collections of Inverness Museum, The 

Highland Folk Museum and The Highland Photographic Archive.  They have been prepared by a team 

of Community Curators who worked together through a series of workshops, learning how to 

research, interpret and write for exhibition. 

      



At the six workshops participants experienced: 

• ‘Behind the Scenes’ exploration of the museums’ collections  
• Learned about Highland culture and history through time  
• Discovered how to research curate and to display an exhibition 
• Got to grips with real museum objects, historic photographs and archives  
• Curated fore exhibition in Inverness Museum and Art Gallery, Highland Folk Museum and  
               throughout the Highlands. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



In every case the Community Curators have added new knowledge and information from their 

research into the exhibits.  Each one has composed the written interpretation that accompanies 

them.  

Here is what some of them had to say about the journey to becoming a curator of our shared 

heritage: 

‘A once in a lifetime chance!  I can’t wait until our visitors come in and ask 

questions, curious about our objects.’ 

‘What an opportunity! Exciting objects, which you get to touch and lots of 

tantalising snippets to follow up, because you have been gripped!’ 

We hope that you enjoy ‘Needed on a Journey’ and that the many stories it evokes will have you 

gripped. 

Find out more about this programme and all the wonderful opportunities to get involved at 

Inverness Museum and Art Gallery by visiting our Facebook Page at 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Inverness-Museum-and-Art-Gallery/198683390165858?ref=hl  
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