
Learning for Schools in Museums in the Highlands 

Caithness Horizons 
‘Art In Engineering’ is the title Caithness Horizons gave to a stunning exhibition of local 

school children’s work this summer. During May and June, we took Dornoch-based artist Sue 

Jane Taylor www.suejanetaylor.co.uk/ to work with nearly 100 local primary and secondary 

pupils.  Caithness STEM ambassadors, a host of local engineering companies and others,   

introduced the children to the reality of work in a 

sector that hopes to become increasingly                   

involved in the Renewables Industry.  The idea 

was for the children to undertake much the 

same process that Sue herself experienced              

during research for her exhibition ‘Beatrice 

Works’ displayed in the museum until 

22nd August.   

As well as learning about renewable energy, 

each school group visited one of many sites 

where they saw engineering skills in applica-

tion.  Some visited the harbours at Scrabster and Wick to learn about how the local                             

infrastructure may develop in order to supply the demands of a growing sector. Others had  

personal contact with companies currently                     

developing marine devices, onshore and offshore 

wind farms in and around Caithness.                                                                                                                                                        

The project was topical and ambitious.  Sue was 

keen to demonstrate the important role art has to 

play in both education and in making sense of the 

world around us.  In demanding that the children 

look closely at their environment, the project                   

encouraged them to respond to landscape and the 

technologies of the past as well as cutting edge                

engineering of our own time.   

www.caithnesshorizons.co.uk 

http://www.suejanetaylor.co.uk/


Culloden Battlefield and Visitor Centre 

Experience history like never before! Culloden Battlefield is the  site of the last major 
pitched battle fought on British soil. Here, on 16 April 1746 two armies clashed in a final 
confrontation over the thrones of Britain. In just one hour the army of the British                      
government under Prince William Augustus, Duke of Cumberland crushed forever the 
Jacobite army under Prince Charles Edward Stuart.  The Learning Department offer a 
range of programmes, in Gaelic and English, for primary and secondary school students 
all linked to the Curriculum for Excellence.  

The moor where the battle took place and where more than 1500 men are buried is wild 
and atmospheric and pupils of all ages respond well to the site. With a little preparation, 
pupils find the battlefield an exciting and powerful place, and generally react strongly to 
its special atmosphere. With real-life stories, there is the opportunity to explore the                 
battlefield and participate in hands on workshops delivered by the learning team.  This 
an excellent trip that enhances topics for schools and provides a memorable way of                
motivating pupils to investigate this key period in Scotland’s past.  

"I took one step in and I saw you in this great costume and I knew it was going to be a 
great day!" P6 student 

School visits facilitated by the Learning Team can be booked throughout the year.  

0844 493 2159   www.nts.org.uk/Culloden/Learning/  

http://www.nts.org.uk/Culloden/Learning/


Dingwall Museum have built up a good relationship with their local pupils at Dingwall 

Primary School. During the last school term before the summer seventy Primary 4 pupils 

visited over three different days at the end of May exploring the Military Room, the 

Kitchen, Blacksmith's Shop and The Council Chamber.   

Dingwall Museum also have regular visit from local schools such Mulbuie Primary and 

Ben Wyvis Primary as it’s a great resource for local history projects.  Also available for 

loan from the museum is the WWII Hidden Highland Histories handling box.                             

www.dingwallmuseum.co.uk/  

Dingwall Museum Trust 

Groam House Museum 

Groam House Museum are currently working on a project involving schools and                         
community groups on the Black Isle in making 20 mosaics, each one based on a letter of 
the Celtic tree alphabet. The mosaics will then be sited around the Black Isle and will form 
‘Knotworks & Networks -  A Celtic Tree Alphabet Mosaic Trail’.  A simple trail guide will be 
produced along with a children’s 'I spy' sheet which will be downloadable from the Groam 
House museum website. The project is due to be completed towards the end of November 
culminating in a launch event.  The project was funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and Scottish Natural Heritage for the Year of Natural Scotland 2013.  
www.groamhouse.org.uk/  

http://www.dingwallmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.groamhouse.org.uk/


The Highland Folk Museum recently joined together  
with Historic Scotland to offer learners the chance to                             
experience Highland life in the 1700s.  Schools were 
greeted by a Jacobite who helped the pupils explore  
how the townsfolk lived in a 1700s township. They  
found out about what they ate and how made their   
own clothes with the help of the museum’s costumed 
team. On offer was also a visit to Ruthven Barracks 
where a Redcoat told pupils what life was really like       
for a Government soldier.  

The Highland Folk Museum also offer other resources  
for schools and learners such as objects to use in the        
classroom in loans boxes, online information and activity 
sheets.  Schools can also visit during the open season for the museum.                                                    
For more information: www.highlandfolk.com/education-schools.php 

The Highland Museum of Childhood offers schools a varied          
programme of topic-led sessions in their new education space 
'The Goods Shed'. Over a typical year the museum has                                         
approximately 25 - 30 classes visiting from across the Highland 
region. The school sessions are fully-facilitated by the Learning 
& Access Officer and topics covered include The Victorians 
and Edwardians, Childhood in the Past, Toys and Games, Life a 
Long Time Ago/In Grandma's Day, World War II: the Home 
Front.  A typical session for a class offers a range of activities 
including handling and investigating real and replica objects, 
trying on costumes, playing with old games and toys, quizzes 
and activities in the museum. 

Postcard for schools 

The Highland Folk Museum 

The Highland Museum of Childhood 

They also have a new programme for Nursery and P1 
pupils with fun hands-on activities with themes such as 
Fairy Stories, Going on a Bear Hunt, Who Lives Here? 
Noisy Toys, Toys That Move, Forest Friends. 

http://www.highlandfolk.com/education-schools.php


Ardersier Primary School First World War Project  

With the World War One Centenary fast approaching, the                        

Highlanders’ Museum  Education Officer has been busy preparing 

the museum’s first commemorative temporary exhibition which 

will focus on the build-up to and outbreak of the war. This will open in November to                        

coincide with Remembrance Day events.  

As part of the exhibition preparation P4-7 pupils from Ardersier Primary School near                  

Inverness will visit the Museum on 1st November.  They will learn more about                        

remembrance and will contribute to the creation of the exhibition through the following 

activities: 

Poppy making workshop – Pupils will listen to a short presentation by our volunteer and 

WW1 enthusiast Bob Shanks about the meaning of the poppy – what is the significance of 

the poppy? Why do we wear poppies in November? What is remembrance? Pupils will 

then work with our resident artist Alyson Henry to make their own poppies and pin them 

to the “field of remembrance” on the wall in the exhibition room.  

Recruiting poster workshop – Pupils will explore the museum looking out for the many   

recruiting posters on display and make notes about what makes a good recruiting poster 

and what aspects would encourage them to join the army. They will then create their own                

recruiting posters for display in the exhibition room. 

Object workshop – The group will have the chance to handle some real WW1 objects                      

including a trench periscope, a gas rattle and a memorial plaque. They will choose their       

favourite object and do a close sketch of it for display in the new gallery. 

For more information on learning resources at the Highlanders’ Museum:  

www.thmlearning.co.uk/learning.html  

The Highlander’s Museum 

The Museum’s programme for both Primary Schools and Nurseries links to the outcomes 
in the Curriculum for Excellence and is available throughout the year.   All  pupils receive a 
free badge and postcard when visiting the museum.  For more information on the learning  
programme: www.highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=360885  

http://www.thmlearning.co.uk/learning.html
http://www.highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=360885

