
Winter News from Museums in the Highlands 

Cromarty Courthouse Museum                                            

Cromarty Courthouse Museum’s winter project will be looking at the 

impact of the First World War on the two parishes of Cromarty and 

Resolis, with a particular emphasis on the effect on individuals and 

families. The project will consist of running oral history workshops, 

sourcing records and images from the years around World War I, 

working in partnership with schools and other local groups including the 

Kirkmichael Trust, and photographing of places, objects and people of 

significance.  The project will culminate in an exhibition and book next 

summer. For more information about the project visit:  

www.cromarty-courthouse.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=520524 

The museum is closed to the public until Easter 2014. 

 

 

Gairloch Heritage Museum       

As part of the UK National Archives ‘Explore Your Archive’ campaign 

(http://www.exploreyourarchive.org/) Gairloch Heritage Museum are 

taking the opportunity to show off some of their archival materials. They 

http://www.cromarty-courthouse.org.uk/index.asp?pageid=520524
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.exploreyourarchive.org%2F&h=NAQHWTc28&s=1


will be hosting an exhibition in the GALE Centre, Gairloch from Tuesday 

12th to Saturday 16th November on the theme of Hospitality and 

Tourism in the Gairloch Area. On display will be items from their archive 

on this theme, including letters preparing for a royal visit, early visitor 

books from tourist attractions and hotels in the area, excursion 

brochures and images from their photographic archive to give people a 

feel for the fascinating, historic documentation held in the museum. 

In November the winter lecture series commences with Ben Thomas' 

talk on Alexander MacKenzie.  Many people with knowledge of Highland 

history might know Alexander MacKenzie. He is the author of the 

famous 'History of the Highland Clearances', a hugely influential book 

that put the victims of the Clearances at the forefront of the British 

imagination at a time when Highland land reform had become the issue 

of the day.  Less people though might know that MacKenzie was born in 

Gairloch and was a crofters' son who himself had personal experience of 

eviction and removal.  Ben Thomas grew up in Gairloch and is a PhD 

candidate at Aberdeen University.  His talk explores Alexander 

MacKenzie's life showing how his Gairloch roots and personal 

experience of crofting conditions in Wester Ross were important 

influences in his later political life.  He also explores MacKenzie's 

contribution to the cause of Highland land reform in general.  

On Friday 6th December the museum is hosting a Christmas Gathering 

and will be open all day with the shop selling Christmas gifts and festive 

produce made by the museum’s wonderful volunteers.   Members of the 

Gairloch Writers' Group will perform poetry and prose inspired by objects 

and displays within the museum and there will be festive music by local 

musicians. 

Throughout the winter season we are holding Gaelic classes in the 

museum.  These are organised through Clì Gàidhlig and taught by one 

of our volunteers. Contact the museum for more information: 

Tel: 01445 712287        Email: info@gairlochheritagemuseum.org 

Web: www.gairlochheritagemuseum.org                                                   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/gairlochheritagemuseum 

The museum is closed to the public until 1st April 2014. Visits can be made by 

arrangement. 

mailto:info@gairlochheritagemuseum.org
http://www.gairlochheritagemuseum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/gairlochheritagemuseum


Highland Folk Museum                       

Graham Cross, Operations Manager explains what’s happening over the 

next few months at the museum. 

‘This winter the museum has one of its biggest challenges to date.   The 

new museum store at Newtonmore ‘Am Fasgadh’ (the Shelter) will be 

handed back to us and the main task is to move 10,000 artefacts from 

the Kingussie site into the new building. There’s a huge variety of items 

from tiny wooden vessels and ceramics right up to a showman’s wagon, 

threshing mills and a Titan tractor.  

That’s as well as finishing off the Blackhouse roof, reconstructing the old 

wooden building- Lochanhully House, carrying out winter maintenance, 

answering curatorial enquiries, recruiting staff and volunteers for next 

season, planning our 60 days of activities and events, planning our staff 

training, planning and delivering our marketing, keeping Facebook up to 

date, attending Spring Fair to plan next year’s shop lines, exhibiting at 

Visit Scotland Expo and lots more.   

 

Before we know it the new season will be on us. We thought it wouldn’t 

start until mid-April because that’s when Easter is but then we realised 

that in 2014 the schools are on holiday for the two weeks before Easter 

so we’ll be opening on the 1
st
 April! Closed season?  What closed 

season!’ 



www.highlandfolk.com/ 

The museum is closed to the public until 1st April 2014. 

The Highland Museum of Childhood     

Although the doors are closed at the museum there is plenty happening 

along in the museum’s education room and store, The Goods Shed.  

Currently running for six weeks is the Messy Museum After School Art 

Club where local children come along each Thursday and learn different 

art techniques such as drawing and painting, sculpture and modelling, 

design and textiles. The art club first started early in 2013 and proved so 

popular that it has been running each school term since then.  

            

The museum’s next event is a Christmas Open Day on Saturday 7
th
 

December when there is free entry to the museum and children’s 

Christmas crafts, Santa’s Grotto, a raffle, face painting and a produce 

stall along in the Goods Shed.  

The winter months are a good time to plan ahead and prepare for the 

next year. Already the events calendar for 2014 is filling up with another 

Messy Museum art club in January, Adult Education classes in February 

and March and a Festival of Museums event in May.   

The next big project is also being planned to start in 2014 (subject to 

funding) called ‘Meet Mary and Mabel: Highland Childhood from the 

http://www.highlandfolk.com/


1920s to the 1950s’. The museum was recently donated two fantastic 

collections: Mary Bruce’s comprehensive collection offering eye-opening 

insights into the Highland education system and Mabel Macaulay’s 

carefully-preserved collection of 660 objects detailing her childhood in 

North Uist in the late 40s and early 50s. The proposal for this exciting 

three-year project will ensure proper care for the collections and their 

creative interpretation will encourage many more people to learn from 

the past and be inspired by Highland heritage. More information will be 

available on the museum website and Facebook page as the project 

progresses.  

And as always the museum’s learning programme for schools still runs 

throughout the winter months with access to the museum by 

arrangement with the Learning Officer. 

www.highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk  

The museum is closed to the public until 1st April 2014. Visits can be made by 

arrangement. 

The Highlanders’ Museum                    

World War 1 Exhibition at The Highlanders’ Museum 

Prior to and during the First World War, the Seaforth Highlanders, 

Cameron Highlanders, Lovat Scouts and Liverpool Scottish raised over 

40 Battalions. By the end of hostilities they had lost over 14,700 men, 

killed in action. At The Highlanders Museum in Fort George, Lynsey 

Easton our Education and Outreach Officer assisted by some of our 

volunteers have researched and curated what will be the first in a series 

of commemorative exhibitions of WW1 from November 2013 through to 

the end of 2018. 

 

This first exhibition will trace in detail the individual stories and 

experiences of the battalions during the build up to and eventual move 

across to France in 1914. The individuals left their families across the 

Highlands and Islands and were moved by train to Bedford with the 51
st
 

Highland Division where they trained for war. Many were befriended by 

the local population which lasted for a lifetime. We will also look at the 

http://www.highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk/


key roles played by both the regular and territorial battalions who were 

among the first troops to sail to France. This was the war that was said 

to end all wars and would eventually be over before Xmas 1914. As we 

all know of course that statement came back to haunt so many families 

of the brave men who thought they were going on a bit of an  

adventure. As history would later show, Scotland had the highest level of 

voluntary recruits in the UK. 

Lynsey said “There will be some really rare and interesting objects 

displayed in this exhibition. One of the key objects is the service dress 

jacket of Max Alexander Roemmele who had a very interesting 

background at the outbreak of war. Born in Kirkintilloch to German 

immigrant parents, he travelled to Inverness to join the Cameron 

Highlanders prior to the outbreak of war. Upon returning home wearing 

his new uniform, his neighbours promptly reported him to the authorities 

as a German spy! However these reports proved unfounded and 

Roemmele went on to serve with distinction as a Cameron Highlander 

throughout the war”. 

 

 

4th Camerons at Bedford 

1914 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extracts from a recently Accessioned book from a donor in Canada tells 

her father’s story in letter form to his granddaughter about life in Wick 

prior to him joining up and fighting throughout the war. He left Wick in 

1919 for Canada. 



Also forming part of this exhibition is rare items loaned to us featuring 

original sketches of the artist Joseph Gray. We have 3 of his paintings 

on display in the museum. The 4
th
 Seaforth Highlanders at Neuve 

Chapelle, the 6
th
 Bn Cameron Highlanders at the Battle of Loos and the 

7
th
 Camerons on Hill 70 also at the Battle of Loos. Part of the exhibition 

will also show photographs from the Andrew Paterson collection again 

loaned to us for this first exhibition. Andrew was a local photographer 

who became internationally renowned for his work. He was also the 

founder of the Camerons’ Comforts Fund. He personally undertook the 

task of packing parcels and sending them to the different Battalions of 

the Queens Own Cameron Highlanders. By the time the war ceased, he 

had despatched consignments of socks, shirts, mufflers, hose tops and 

scarfs. Quite a remarkable achievement even back then. 

 

 

4th Seaforth Highlanders 

leaving Dingwall Station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.thehighlandersmuseum.com/ 

Opening hours for the winter season are 7 days 10am – 4pm, 1st October – 31st 

March. 

Historylinks Museum      

November is a busy month for Historylinks. The museum has two 

collaborative events taking place in November with the local Alzheimer’s 

http://www.thehighlandersmuseum.com/


Scotland Support Worker.  On Friday 16
th
 there will be a Football 

Memories event with lots of football related images from their collection 

and hopefully lots of memories and stories from people’s footballing 

past. 

Then on 22
nd

 November there will be a visit to the museum from visitors 

from two local day care centres.  The Museum will open especially for 

them and they will be able to wander around taking their time looking at 

the exhibits and listening to the films.  

On the 28
th
 November its Kids Takeover Day which is a national initiative 

inviting children to contribute to museums galleries and historic 

homes.  The pupils from Dornoch Academy S1 art classes will be given 

free rein within the space in the children’s room.  They will be putting 

together their own display of artwork and text based on the theme of the 

First World War and putting the display up in readiness for the 28
th
. 

The Museum will be open on Saturday 30
th
 November for Dornoch’s St 

Andrew’s Fair.  This will be a free admissions day and there will be 

Christmas crafts for the children to take part in making their own wreaths 

and santas.  

 

 

www.historylinks.org.uk/index.htm 

Opening hours for the winter season is every Wednesday and Thursday 10am – 

4pm, November and March. Visits can be made by arrangement outside these times.  

 


