LLANWERN COMMUNITY COUNCIL – PRIORITIES, ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS:
CLERK’S REPORT APRIL 2025 – MARCH 2026
Llanwern Community Council (LCC) started this financial year with 7 councillors. With the aid of a laptop and Microsoft Teams, we are able to give everyone the option of attending either in person at Llanwern Village Hall or remotely.
Cllr George was re-elected as Chair and Cllr Davies re-elected as Vice Chair at the AGM in May.
We proactively try and engage with local residents and promote a public participation section at each Council meeting. This has been utilised by residents.
We would like to thank our Ward Councillor Martyn Kellaway for his continued help and advice. 
The Clerk is accountable to LCC for the effective management of its resources ensuring quality and well-maintained services and events for the community. The Clerk is also the Responsible Finance Officer and accountable for all financial records and proper administration of its finances.
LCC conducts its business under 4 separate sections:
Section A – Planning (Councillors Clemo, Davies and Grant)
The new Station Road drainage funding is still being negotiated with the Welsh Assembly Government by Newport City Council (NCC). Numerous meetings have been held with NCC to help escalate. A copy of the Report was sent to this Council for expert review and comment. A meeting has been held and ARUP are modelling a new flood plain scheme to include bunds to reduce the pressure on Monks Ditch. ARUP have only identified one water course crossing land leading to Monks Ditch, the dingle into Langstone Lane and the water course crossing the Community Council field were not taken into account. NRW will not acknowledge that the banks of Monks Ditch are their responsibility. Improvements to Monks Ditch need to include cutting back vegetation, dredging and building up flood banks.
A new primary school on the Barratt/Redrow site is still planned to be built. This Council along with the Great Milton Park Residents’ Association are continually chasing for updates. NCC have confirmed that there is an overall sufficiency of primary school places in other schools in the Llanwern High cluster. The underpass flooding has now been resolved affording a safe route to Milton Primary School. 
Barratt/Redrow will be conducting a marketing exercise for the local centre as the growing number of occupied homes may now create the critical mass needed to attract occupiers.
Barratt/Redrow have now permanently closed the road opposite Little Milton Gardens. This was part of the original planning conditions. 
The lack of dog bins/litter bins have been an issue throughout the village, Barratt/Redrow have now installed 3 which are being emptied by the Management Company.
This Council have challenged NCC on the closure of Cot Hill and traffic being diverted onto an unadopted road. NCC have advised that implementing a Traffic Regulation Order on an unadopted (private) road with the landowner’s permission is possible because it qualifies as a “road to which the public has access” under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.
Glan Llyn are still experiencing speeding issues. Rumble strips and speed signs were discussed with NCC but can’t be installed until the road is adopted. 
The second primary school for Glan Llyn is scheduled for 2028. The current primary school is full with children having to attend alternative schools.
Anti-social behaviour is being experienced in the Golf Club overflow car park. Neighbourhood patrols will be popping down to nip anything in the bud.
Residents were concerned regarding the footpath from Llanwern Park to Llanmartin, this was inspected by NCC and while the field has been ploughed the line of the footpath has been reinstated to an acceptable standard. The footpath signage will be reviewed and replaced as necessary.
A solar farm application was rejected by Welsh Government for Bishton and this Council supported Bishton with its objections.
Gwent Police regularly hold residents’ meetings and a monthly report is received and circulated. 
This Council have again kept the lines of communication open by building good working relationships with all these Agencies.
Section B – Finance and Local Government (Councillors Brown and Davies)
This Council raised a precept of £38,157, resulting in a levy of £17.16 per Band D household. The tax base is 2223.44.
Our charitable donations amounted to £500, divided between 5 charities. St David’s Hospice, Ty Hafan, Wales Air Ambulance, Prostate Cymru and Macmillan Cancer Care.
All Councillors agreed that they did not wish to claim the £156 plus £52 incidental allowance granted by Welsh Government.
Cllr Brown sits on the governing body of Glan Llyn Primary School and Cllr Collingbourne sits on the governing body of Llanmartin Primary School.
Training was undertaken during the year by Cllrs Davies and the Clerk.
Section C – Leisure and Amenities (Councillors Collingbourne and Grant) 
Playing Field
The village playing field and children’s play equipment are owned and maintained by this Council. Annual safety inspections take place and equipment repaired as necessary. The large climbing frame and slide were replaced this year.
A S106 payment is due to be received from Newport City Council amounting to £24,233 to be spent on the playing field for maintenance and new equipment.
Village Hall
This Council became the Trustees of the Village Hall in February 2010 along with the formation of Llanwern Village Hall Management Committee (LVHMC). The Management Committee are responsible for the day-to-day management and running of the Hall. LVHMC is a non-profit making.  Where profit occurs, it is utilised to assist the committee in achieving its stated aims. A very successful village fete was held raising some £2,500 together with a very successful quiz night, children’s Easter and Christmas parties, a Christmas fayre and tree lighting event. The Clerk updates the Council on all past and forthcoming events.

The Clerk is a member of the Village Hall Management Committee and represents this Council at the meetings. The VHMC actively encourages community engagement, regularly polling for ideas for events. 
This Council pay all utilities, insurances and contribute towards the maintenance of the fabric of the building. This financial year saw the outside patio re-laid and the old barbeque removed. The hall floor was completely renewed and underfloor heating laid, resulting in a very pleasant warmer hall and reduced heating costs.
The roof repairs will commence during the summer of 2026, with a contribution from this Council of £10,000 (plus a contingency of £2,000).

This Council has budgeted £5,000 in the 2026/27 budget towards 60 stacking chairs for the hall.

Car Park
The planning application for a car park to be built for the village hall, together with a path leading from the car park to the rear of the hall was successful (application 21/0223). NCC Planning Department are now requesting additional information and a S73 application is now being considered by NCC’s Planners. We hope for a favourable outcome by summer 2026.

The Clerk maintains the battery and accessories for the two defibrillators and has ensured that both defibrillators, one situated on the outside wall of the Village Hall and the other on the Glan Llyn development at the Llanwern Bull), are kept in working order and registered with ‘The Circuit’.

Section D – Highways and Utilities (Councillors George and Davies)
Eighty large lamp post poppies were installed in November, both in the Village and Glan Llyn. 
Community Council meetings are public meetings and anyone can attend. We meet eleven times a year on the last Monday of each month; no meeting in August.
 If you wish to attend remotely, please use the link on the Agenda for that meeting, please advise the Clerk by 12 noon on the day of the meeting that you will be attending. Alternatively contact the Clerk, clerk@llanwernvillage.org.uk for the joining instructions by 12 noon on the day of the meeting.
You are also welcome to attend in person at the Village Hall, Llanwern, NP18 2DW. Meetings usually start at 7pm, although please check the Agenda for that meeting.

Members of the public will be allowed to speak only during the public participation session (15 minutes) or at the invitation of the Chair. Please advise the Clerk in advance if you wish to speak on any item.

Mandy George
Clerk
Llanwern Community Council
May 2026
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