
MALE VOICE CHOIR – Lesmahagow Male Voice Choir held a very 
successful and well-attended 91st Annual Concert in the Old Parish 
Church on the 7th and 8th March.  President Mathew Sneddon 
welcomed the assembled company and recognition and thanks were 
expressed to all those people who support the Choir, with particular 
reference to the help, support and warm welcome provided by the 
Minister and Kirk Session. The use of the Church and facilities for 
rehearsals and for the annual concert is much appreciated.  
 
 Thanks were also given for Anne Maguire's three years as conductor 
and regrets were expressed that she had to resign due to health 
issues, which thankfully are now resolved. During Anne's tenure of the 
choir she had contributed greatly to its on-going success. 
 
The search for a new conductor was challenging, however the choir is 
very fortunate to have had Oksana Mavrodii accept the post. Oksana is 
a young woman of considerable musical ability and experience. She 
graduated in the Southern Ukraine in Choral conducting and from the 
Sofia Music Academy in Bulgaria with Bachelor and Masters Degrees in 
Music. She is also an accomplished singer, actively involved with 'Live 
Music Now', performing in concerts countrywide and regularly sings 
with the Glasgow Philharmonic Choir. 
 
A warm welcome was extended to new member Arthur McLauchlan 
and a welcome back to bass, Jim Fordyce. A presentation of the Choir 
Pennant was made to Walter Paterson for 25 years of service and 
membership. Ellen Paterson was also thanked for her 25 years service 
in providing tea and snacks to the choir and artistes during interval 
breaks. 
 
On Thursday night a special welcome was extended tp Mrs Mavrodii, 
Oksana's mother, who had made a special trip from the Southern 
Ukraine to be at the concert 
 
The formalities over Mr Sneddon introduced George Brown, 
accompanist, and invited Oksana to take the rostrum. 
 
The choir's programme of sixteen pieces represented a broad 
spectrum of music, some new and some old favourites. It is a difficult 
task to express any particular preference for a piece, as everyone has 
their favourites, but of particular note was 'Calm is the Sea' where the 
quality of the choir's a cappella singing was demonstrated. The 
influence of the conductor and attention given to her by the choir 
resulted in magical moments of harmony with careful attention to the 



musical dynamics of light and shade resulting in exceptional tonal 
quality. There were individual performances by members of the choir; 
Kenneth Baxter in Ride the Chariot and Douglas Hay and David Affleck 
in Going Home. Each in turn gave an excellent performance.  
For the full programme list and additional information about the artists 
etc. check the Choir website. (see below) 
 
The arrangement of Ashokan Farewell is worthy of a mention. The 
arrangement by Jim Macintyre required the approval of the composer 
Jay Ungar, who wrote the melody in 1982 following a Fiddle and Dance 
Camp. He had been inspired by the feeling of loss and longing for the 
music and dancing the people had experienced during their stay at 
Ashokan, a secluded woodland camp.    The choir gave a very moving 
interpretation of the music and sentiment of the song.     
 
The guest artist was saxophonist Jennifer Dyet, a third year pupil from 
Lesmahagow High School. She is an enthusiastic member of the South 
Lanarkshire Orchestra and the Lanarkshire Big Band. She played a 
selection of music, which showed great skill and musical ability beyond 
her 14 years of age. She is a musical talent who will delight audiences 
for many years to come. The quality, experience and skill of her 
accompanists bears testament to the regard and admiration they have 
for Jennifer's talent. 
 
On Thursday evening Jennifer was accompanied by Susan Menzies, a 
graduate of the RAMSD in 1998, with a broad range of musical and 
performance experience as saxophonist, clarinettist and  pianist. 
Susan currently accompanies Scottish Singer/Songwriter, Moira Kerr.  
 
On Friday evening Jennifer was accompanied by Rebecca Keay, a 
graduate of Glasgow University with a B.Mus. and post graduate 
Certificate in Education. She currently teaches music at Biggar High 
School. Rebecca is part of the Glasgow/West of Scotland scene with a 
wide performing experience. 
 
Over the past twenty years there have been four conductors, Campbell 
Brown. Walter Paterson, Anne Maguire and now Oksana Mavrodii. Each 
conductor has brought their own knowledge, passion, experience and 
love of music to bear on the performance of the choir. Lesmahagow 
should be proud of their choir and endeavour to give it full support in 
its quest for on-going development. LMVC is second to none. 
 
New Members: - LMVC is a unique choir with strong family connections 
spanning several generations, even links to founder members from 



1921. You will experience a warm, friendly welcome in a community of 
like-minded folks. Although singing is the primary function of the choir 
there is an active programme of social events such as, ceilidhs, games 
nights, snooker nights, golf outing, dinner dance and much more.  All 
ages are welcome. Check out the website for further information   
www.lesmahagow-mvc.org    or call 01555 894747. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


