
The Colonsay and Oransay Heritage Trust 
 

Writing the History of Colonsay 
 

Colonsay Community Hall 
 27 June 2015  10.30 – 6.30 

 
John de Vere Loder’s book Colonsay and Oronsay in the Isles of Argyll was 
published in 1935 and remains an essential guide to the islands and their  
history. On the 80th anniversary of its publication the Colonsay and Oransay 
Heritage Trust is sponsoring a workshop to discuss the significance of Loder’s 
work, and how later work has deepened our understanding of the history of the 
islands. Contributors will include: 
 
Prof Steven Mithen (University of Reading, author of To The Islands) on Colonsay and 
Oransay in prehistory 
 
Richard Hill, on the life and times of John Loder 
 
David Jardine, author of The Birds of Colonsay and Oransay, on Loder’s Bird List 
 
Prof Colin Breen (University of Ulster) on recent archaeology on Colonsay 
 
Dr James Petre (UHI) on the Lordship of the Isles, and research since Loder’s work 
 
Alastair Scouller, Gaelic scholar, on John Loder’s debt to the work of Murdoch McNeill 
 
Tanis Hinchcliffe, on the McNeill Lairds of Colonsay in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries 
 
We invite friends of Colonsay and Oransay, and all those interested in the 
history of the islands, to join us. The cost, including refreshments and lunch, will 
be £7. For registration and further information email r37hill@btinternet.com.	
  For 
more information about the Heritage Trust and for details of accommodation, 
facilities and attractions on the islands visit www.colonsay.org.uk .  
 
The Heritage Trust is grateful to The Colonsay Estate for their financial support 
of the workshop. 
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Kiloran Bay Colonsay

Kiloran Bay, in the north-west
of the Hebridean Isle of
Colonsay, is without a doubt
one of the most beautiful bays
in the west of Scotland. 
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Photo of Oronsay Priory, Isle of Oronsay
Scenic travel photos of England, Scotland, and Wales

by David Ross , Photographer / Editor

Featuring our favourite photos from our travels throughout England, Scotland, and Wales.
We got up before dawn and stayed out late to photograph the most historic sites and the
most stunning scenery in Britain, just for you.
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License this image
Oronsay Priory, Isle of Oronsay
Argyll and Bute - Oronsay, Strathclyde, Scotland
Photo location map 

About the photo: 
The old medieval priory on Oronsay can be reached only when the tide is low between Oronsay

and Colonsay. I was determined to photograph the priory in the late evening light, but I had
only a short window of time before the tide came in and left me stranded on Oronsay overnight!
I climbed onto the hillside above the priory and photographed with one eye on my watch. This
was one of the last photos I managed to take before I had to run to beat the tide (I did get my
feet a bit wet getting back to Colonsay)

Save this image as Desktop wallpaper for your computer - free!*

Choose from these Common monitor resolutions:
800x600 - 1024x768 - 1600x1200 - 1920x1200

A note for Mac users

.........................................................................

RIGHT-CLICK on the image size you want to use, and select 'Save link As ...' (The exact
wording may vary according to your browser). Choose a location on your computer to save
the image, 'My Pictures' is a good choice in Windows XP. Other operating systems will have a
similar folder. Remember where you saved the image! Now right click on your Desktop.

In Windows XP choose Properties > Desktop > Browse and select the image you just
downloaded. In current Mac versions just right click on the desktop and select Change
Desktop Background ...

.........................................................................

Did you miss a daily image? Don't despair, check out our Archived Images. All images are

+Attractions +

Nearest Attractions

Oronsay Priory

0.5 miles (Abbey)

Garvard Standing Stone

1.7 miles (Prehistoric)

The Strand

1.8 miles (Countryside)

Hangman's Rock

1.9 miles (Countryside)

Dun Gallain

2.6 miles (Prehistoric)

Scalasaig Standing Stones

3.7 miles (Prehistoric)

Fingal's Limpet Hammers

3.8 miles (Prehistoric)

Buaile Riabhach Stone Circle

4.1 miles (Prehistoric)

+Accommodation +

Nearest Hotels
The Galley of Lorne Inn - 29.7
miles
Ardfern
Stay from: £59.00

Loch Melfort Hotel - 31.2 miles
Lunga
Stay from: £70.00

Stonefield Castle Hotel - 33.6
miles
Tarbert
Stay from: £30.00

Nearest Bed and Breakfasts
Cairnbaan Hotel - 30.2 miles 
Lochgilphead

Allt-Na-Craig House - 31.1 miles 
Lochgilphead

Knap Guest House - 34.2 miles 
Tarbert

Nearest Self Catering Cottages
Achabeg - 24.1 miles
Inverlussa
Sleeps: 4
Stay from: 400.00

FCH10768 - 24.5 miles
Lochgilphead
Sleeps: 4
Stay from: 360.00

Creagard Country House - 27.6
miles
Oban

Go to St Kilda -
Scotland

5 star Day Trips Skye to
St Kilda - UNESCO dual

World Heritage Site


