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SUMMER SHOW

GORDON MEMORIAL HALL, ROSEMARKIE

[bookmark: _Hlk92705013]SATURDAY 9th AUGUST 2025
TUB OF TATTIES EMPTYING AT 2.00PM
SHOW OPENS 2.30PM, PRIZE PRESENTATION 3.30PM

Free Admission, Donations Welcome 
TEA AND CAKES AVAILABLE

Our friendly local Summer Show is open to everyone, and we particularly welcome new exhibitors and visitors. You don’t need to be a member, and if you haven’t entered a Show before we’re happy to explain how it works and how best to stage your exhibits. It’s not as difficult as you might think!
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generously support the Best Vase and Best Veg classes in this show.

[bookmark: _Hlk92706286][image: ][image: ]
How the Show works

This Schedule lists all the Classes in the Show, for example Class 102 is for a Jar of Wild Fruit Preserve. Classes are grouped into Sections, such as Section I for Pot plants. Some Classes have specific rules, for example if you look at Class 59 Raspberries, it specifies that the stalk should still be attached to the fruit. The Show General Rules are on Page 9.
Staging your exhibits You can bring your exhibits along to the Hall between 6.30pm and 8.00pm on the Friday, or between 8.30am and 10.30am on Saturday. You need a label for each entry, and you get these when you come into the Hall (20p each). You’ll also be given an Exhibitor number. On each label you fill in the Section and Class numbers, your Exhibitor number, your name and where you’re from (small stickers with your name and where you’re from will save you time if you’ve got lots of entries). Part of the label folds over to conceal your name, so the judges don’t know whose exhibits they’re judging. When you stage your exhibit on the showbench you place the label beside it, or for some sections such as Food you stick the label to the exhibit. We encourage exhibitors to display the names of varieties.
There are tables in the Hall with water and vases for cut flowers, where you can do final preparations, like arranging cut flowers, or giving carrot stems a final trim, but things like cleaning vegetables should be done before you arrive. 
Numbered cards on benches show where each Class goes. Some exhibits (eg Classes 63 and 64 for currants) must be on plates (usually paper), and most Fruit and Vegetables will look much better on plates.
Judging and prizes By10.30am on Saturday all exhibitors must have left the Hall, and judging begins. Stickers are put on the labels of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed entries in each Class, and the label is unfolded to reveal the exhibitor’s name. Trophy winners are determined, based on 3 points for a first place, 2 for a second, and 1 for a third. At 2.30pm the doors are opened for visitors and exhibitors to come in and see the Show, and at 3.30pm trophies are presented. 
Clearing up After the trophies are presented, you can remove your exhibits. If there are any that you don’t want to take home, we encourage you to leave them at the door where others can help themselves in exchange for a donation.
[bookmark: _Hlk92707344]There’s more information and tips on our website.

Black Isle Horticultural Society: bihs1955@gmail.com

	Chairperson
	Hugh Fearn
	Rosemarkie
	01381 621281

	Secretary
	Graham Sullivan
	Corntown
	01349 861991

	Treasurer
	Sharon Smith
	Munlochy
	01463 811959

	Committee
	Mary Rhind (Vice-chairperson), Sheila Maher, Lesley Sinclair, Marlie Smith


Web: http://www.spanglefish.com/blackislehorticulturalsociety/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025
Tuesday 11th November at 7.30 pm

Special Competition – A Tub of Tatties! 

We’re running this competition again this year - Plant one seed potato in a pot or container with a maximum capacity of 14 litres (standard builders’ bucket size), You choose the variety, compost, and when and how you grow it. 

Bring it along, intact, to the Show. At 2.00pm on Saturday we’ll empty the containers and weigh the crops (excluding the original seed tuber). The winner is the person with the highest yield by weight. See our website for further details.
There are two classes - one for any age 14 and over (20p entry fee) and one for under 14 (free entry), and SPECIAL PRIZES!

You can use your own bucket or you can buy a kit to enter the competition – a bucket of the correct size with drainage holes, a seed potato, and a recycled wooden label– you just add the compost and your growing skills! You can get a kit at Transition Black Isle’s Potato Day at North Kessock on 1st March https://www.transitionblackisle.org/potato-day-2025.asp Kits cost £2 for age 14 and over, 50p for under 14, and include entry to the competition.

SECTION I POT PLANTS

1. 1 Fuchsia single
2. 1 Fuchsia double
3. 1 Fuchsia standard
4. Fuchsia shrub single or double (one or more plants in a single pot)
5. 1 Geranium single
6. 1 Geranium double or semi-double
7. 1 Begonia double
8. 1 Begonia any other variety
9. 1 Pelargonium
10. 1 Busy Lizzie
11. 1 Orchid in flower
12. 1 Other pot plant in flower
13. 1 Cactus 
14. 1 Succulent
15. 1 Fern
16. [bookmark: _Hlk158835874]1 Foliage plant not otherwise mentioned
17. A pot of Nasturtiums (diameter of pot not to exceed 30cm)
18. [bookmark: _Hlk92204321][bookmark: _Hlk92203835]A Patio container with flowers (length, width or diameter not to exceed 40cm)
19. A Recycled container with flowers (length, width or diameter not to exceed 40cm)
[bookmark: _Hlk126776720]
SECTION II CUT FLOWERS

20. 1 Vase of Sweet Peas, 12 stems 2 or more colours
21. 3 Vases of Sweet Peas, 6 stems each (3 varieties) 
22. 1 Vase of Sweet Peas, 6 stems any colour 
23. 3 Cactus Dahlias
24. 3 Pompom Dahlias
25. 3 small Decorative Dahlias 10 to 18cm diameter
26. 3 Ball Dahlias
27. 3 Single-flowered Dahlias
28. 3 Gladioli
29. 1 Gladiolus 
30. 1 Vase herbaceous cut flowers, 3 distinct varieties
31. 4 Roses, separate colours, mounted
32. 1 cluster floribunda Roses
33. 1 Rose, judged entirely on scent, any colour
34. 1 Rose specimen, any colour
35. 3 stems Carnations

SECTION II CUT FLOWERS (Continued)

36. 3 stems Pinks
37. 3 Antirrhinums
38. 3 spikes Phlox
39. 4 Asters, single 
40. 4 Asters, double
41. 1 Vase mixed Annuals
42. 4 Calendula
43. 4 African Marigolds
44. 4 Species Chrysanthemums (Shasta daisy)
45. 4 French Marigolds mounted
46. 4 Fuchsia blooms mounted
47. 4 Violas mounted
48. 4 Pansies mounted
49. [bookmark: _Hlk92205098]3 Begonia blooms mounted
50. 1 Begonia bloom mounted
51. [bookmark: _Hlk126057521]2 or more stems of one variety of perennial cut flower not mentioned
52. 2 or more stems of one variety of annual cut flower not mentioned
53. 3 Flowering Shrub branches
54. Munro’s Nurseries Best Vase (Prizes - see rules Page 10)

[bookmark: _Hlk94193987]Wild flowers (ie only species considered to be native, and not cultivated varieties). Must be garden-grown plants (not collected from the wild).
55. 3 stems of Yarrow
56. 3 stems of any other wild flower
57. Pollinator Posy 1 – a vase of Cornfield Annuals - any combination of Cornflower, Corn Marigold, Corn Chamomile, Corncockle and Corn Poppy
58. Pollinator Posy 2 – a vase of Native Perennial Wildflowers – any combination, please give names.

SECTION III FRUIT

59. 12 Raspberries, complete with stalks
60. 12 Garden Strawberries, complete with stalks
61. 12 Alpine or wild strawberries, complete with stalks
62. [bookmark: _Hlk95851427]12 Gooseberries, complete with stalks
63. Currants red or white (100g on a plate, with or without stalks)
64. Currants black (100g on a plate, with or without stalks)
65. Plate of any fruit not mentioned
66. Collection of 4 types of fruit in a basket or box

SECTION IV VEGETABLES

67. 3 Onions each 250g or under
68. 3 Onions each over 250g
69. 6 Pods of French Beans
70. 6 Pods of Runner Beans
71. 6 pods of Broad Beans
72. 6 Pods of Peas
73. 6 pods of Peas, mangetout or snap
74. 1 Cauliflower (with 75mm stalk)
75. 3 Carrots long pointed
76. 3 Carrots stump rooted
77. 1 pot of Parsley 
78. Selection of culinary herbs in a vase (between 4 and 7)
79. 3 Beetroot globe or cylindrical
80. 1 green or red Cabbage (with 75mm stalk)
81. 1 Marrow (not more than 350mm)
82. 1 Lettuce (may be placed in a vase)
83. 3 Potatoes white one variety
84. 3 Potatoes coloured one variety
85. 5 Potatoes white one variety
86. 5 Potatoes coloured one variety
87. 2 Leeks
88. A misshapen vegetable
89. 4 Tomatoes red (not cherry)
90. 9 Cherry tomatoes
91. 1 Tomato, any type, judged entirely on taste 
92. 6 Shallots
93. 1 Cucumber
94. 4 Courgettes (between 10 and 20cm)
95. 3 Sticks of Rhubarb
96. Vegetable not otherwise mentioned
97. Munro’s Nurseries Best Veg (Prizes - see rules Page 11)



SECTION V FOOD 
Entries to be placed in cellophane food bags provided. Please stick label to the bag.

98. Sticky Black Gingerbread to recipe below
99. A slice of Lemon cheesecake
100. 4 pieces of Millionaire’s shortbread
101. 4 Chocolate muffins

Recipe for Sticky Black Gingerbread 

110g butter
110g soft brown sugar
110g black treacle
170g plain flour
1 level dessertspoon ground ginger
1½ level teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 beaten egg
140 ml milk
1 level teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
 
Melt the butter, brown sugar and treacle in a pan. Sift the flour, ground ginger, and cinnamon, then stir the melted mixture into it together with the beaten egg. Warm the milk to blood heat, pour it onto the bicarbonate of soda, stir and add it to the mixture.  Stir well and pour the mixture into a 900g loaf tin. Bake the gingerbread in a very slow oven (gas mark 2/1500C) for about 1½ hrs. Cover the top with greaseproof paper after an hour.  


SECTION VI PRESERVES
Jars should be full, with waxed disc & clear cover, dated (month and year) and the show label firmly attached.

102. [bookmark: _Hlk126225898]Jar of Wild Fruit Preserve
103. Jar of any Jelly
104. Jar of Lemon Curd
105. Jar of Raspberry Jam
106. Jar of any other Jam
107. Jar of Chutney



SECTION VII CRAFTS
Should be hand made within the last two years.

108. A painted stone
109. An upcycled item
110. A knitted or crocheted item
111. Any other craft


SECTION VIII YOUNG PEOPLE’S EXHIBITS 
Under 14 years, please state age on label.

112. A decorated stone
113. A miniature Garden, not to exceed 45 x 30 cm – must contain some living plants 


SECTION IX PHOTOGRAPHY AND ILLUSTRATION
Prints - not mounted and of maximum size 127x178 mm – can be brought to the Hall. Alternatively, digital images can be submitted and we will print them – see our website for details.

114. Colour print - under 14 years of age
115. Colour print - holiday time
116. Colour print - any garden scene
117. Colour print - any horticultural subject (close-up composition) 
118. Colour print – Past its sell-by date
119. Colour print – wildflowers outwith the garden
120. Colour print – wildflowers in the garden

121. Botanical illustration (not photographic) – not to exceed A3 size


SECTION X FIRST-TIME ENTRANTS 
To enter these classes you must not have entered Sections I to IV before.

122. Any pot plant
123. A vase of herbaceous cut flowers
124. A plate of soft fruit
125. A basket or tray with three types of vegetable


[bookmark: _Hlk92737023]General Rules

1. All exhibits must be the bona-fide property of the exhibitor, who must if required satisfy the committee members that the exhibits have been grown by them for not less than two months prior to the show.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk92737061][bookmark: _Hlk92737075]No class in Sections I to IV shall have more than one entry from each garden. No class in Sections V to X shall have more than one entry from each exhibitor.

3. No award shall be given in any case unless the exhibit is considered worthy of a prize. The decision of the judge is final.

4. Competitors’ gardens must be open for inspection.

5. Exhibits must be presented to the hall between 6.30pm and 8.00pm on Friday evening or between 8.30am and 10.30am on Saturday. The society’s label to be with each exhibit. 20p per exhibit.

6. No unauthorised person shall be admitted prior to the show’s scheduled opening time. No exhibit to be removed until all trophies have been presented.

7. The committee will not be held responsible for any damage or loss of exhibits but all ordinary care will be taken.

8. In the matter of disputes, the society authorises the Secretary to settle any disputes by calling on at least two members of the committee who shall be guided by the assessment of merit in the R.H.S. handbook.

9. The committee reserves the right to refuse any entry, and, in the event of a refusal, is not required to give any explanation or reason.

10. All trophies including the Banksian Medal shall be awarded to the exhibitor with the most points in the stated categories, however any occurrence of equal points will be decided by the greatest number of first prizes.

11. Any amendments to the above require AGM sanction.

12. All cups, trophies and rosebowls remain the property of the society and are to be returned on or before the 2026 show.
MUNRO’S NURSERIES BEST VASE RULES

1. This class is for a vase of mixed flowering stems containing a total of between 5 and 10 stems, from at least two different kinds of plants. Please note that it is two different KINDS of plant, two varieties of the same plant are not two kinds.
2. The display will be judged out of a total of 35 POINTS of which 25 are for colour, form, condition, quality and freshness of the flowers and 10 POINTS for overall presentation and effect. The vase will be viewed from all directions. Judging of the flowers shall be to normal Royal Horticultural Society rules.
3. Stems used in the display must be showing FLOWERS ONLY. No seed heads or berries allowed.
4. The vase can be of any shape or size and can be from any material but must be in proportion to the display. No marks are awarded for the vase itself.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk92737106]NO ACCESSORIES whatsoever such as bows and additional foliage will be allowed. Foliage which is growing naturally from the flowering stems will be allowed. PACKING MATERIAL to keep the stems in place is allowed. We discourage the use of unsustainable materials such as ‘oasis’.
6. The WINNER of the Best Vase class will receive a £10 voucher for Munro’s Nurseries. The RUNNER-UP will receive a £5 voucher for Munro’s Nurseries. THIRD place will receive a £3 voucher for Munro’s Nurseries.

NOTES FOR EXHIBITORS AND JUDGES
· Flowering stems may be taken from ANY flowering plant.
· The different kinds of plants need to be taken from different genera. For instance, pinks, carnations and sweet Williams – all Dianthus – would not be classed as different kinds.
· Only fresh home-grown flowers can be used in the vase. No dried or silk flowers are allowed.
· A vase, by definition, is any vessel that can be used to hold cut flowers and which is taller than it is wide at its widest point.
· The Best Vase competition is open to anyone to enter and is not intended purely for growers who regularly display single species classes at shows.
· Judges should use their discretion when judging the Best Vase class, bearing in mind that the entries may come from inexperienced exhibitors.
· Judges and exhibitors should note that the display has to be viewed from all round.
· The points awarded should be clearly marked by the Judges on the exhibitors’ cards.
· Any queries that arise, regarding anything other than the above rules should be referred to, and decided by, the show officials.
· Failure to abide by these rules will lead to disqualification.


MUNRO’S NURSERIES BEST VEG COMPETITION RULES

1. The Best Veg class is for a collection of three different kinds of vegetable from the classes in Section IV of the Schedule. Different kinds means that means that there must not be more than one class of the same kind of vegetable represented, eg there are four classes for potatoes in Section IV but only one of these can be one of the kinds of vegetable in this class.  The quantity of each vegetable required is that given in Section IV, eg 6 pods of peas or 1 cauliflower. 
2. Each type of vegetable will be judged out of a total of 20 points. This is split into three sections as follows: 7 points for size, shape and colour; 7 points for condition; 6 points for uniformity. The overall mark will therefore be out of a total of 60.
3. All vegetables are to be displayed for effect. The vegetables must be displayed within an area measuring up to 45cm x 60cm, without bending any part of them. No part of any exhibit may exceed the size of the tray. A tray or board measuring up to 45cm by 60cm can be used to display the vegetables, or the area can be simply marked on the staging. 
4. A black cloth is permitted, and the tray may be painted. Parsley is allowed for garnishing, but no other foliage or accessories, such as plates, sand, rings etc will be allowed. Onion tops may be tied or whipped using raffia or string.
5. The WINNER of the Best Veg class will receive a £10 voucher for Munro’s Nurseries. The RUNNER-UP will receive a £5 voucher for Munro’s Nurseries. THIRD place will receive a £3 voucher for Munro’s Nurseries. 

NOTES FOR EXHIBITORS AND JUDGES
· Carrots and parsnips must have foliage trimmed back to 75mm
· Peas and beans must be displayed with some stalk attached
· Tomatoes must be displayed with calyces (the green flower bud case)
· Judges may handle exhibits, open pods and so on to check for quality.
· The tray, board or staging must not be cut or mutilated in any way at all – such as cutting holes for standing onions in.
· Judges should use their discretion when judging the Best Veg class, remembering that entries may come from inexperienced exhibitors.
· The points awarded should be clearly marked by the Judges on the exhibitors’ cards.
· Any queries that arise, regarding anything other than the above rules should be referred to, and decided by, the show officials.
· Failure to abide by these rules will lead to disqualification. 



List of Trophies


KEN FENWICK PRESIDENT’S CUP
· For most points in Pot plants
LADY ROSS OF CROMARTY CHALLENGE CUP
· For best exhibit in class for three vases of sweet peas
NANCY SMITH CUP
· For best exhibit in class for vase of six sweet peas
S. MACLENNAN CUP
· For most points in Dahlias
R. MACLENNAN CUP
· For most points in Roses
THE RAE CHALLENGE CUP
· For exhibitor from Fortrose, Rosemarkie or Avoch (IV9 or IV10 postcode) with most points in Dahlias and Roses
BLACK ISLE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY CHALLENGE CUP
· For most points in pot plants and cut flowers
THE ROD ANDERSON CHALLENGE CUP
· For most points in Fruit
KINNOCK CHALLENGE CUP
· For most points in Fruit and Vegetables
QUINCENTENNIAL CUP
· For exhibitor from Fortrose or Rosemarkie (IV10 postcode) with most points in Pot plants, Cut Flowers, Fruit and Vegetables
BANKSIAN MEDAL
· For the highest aggregated points in sections I+II+III+IV (winners in previous 2 years excluded)
COLONEL TORIN CHALLENGE CUP
· For best exhibit in Young people’s class for miniature garden
THE FORSYTH TROPHY
· For most points in Food
THE BLACK ISLE PARTNERSHIP TROPHY
· For most points in Crafts
COLONEL IRVINE CHALLENGE CUP
· For best exhibit in class for colour print of any horticultural subject
FORTROSE CHALLENGE ROSEBOWL
· For best horticultural exhibit in show
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