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20th May 2015 

 

Planning Ref   15/00018/CCDFUL:  Classroom extension, studio extension and relocation of kitchen 

pod at Trinity Ce Lower School, Main Street, Aldwincle, NN14 3EL 

 

Dear Ms Marsden 

 

The above planning application was considered by Aldwincle Parish Council at its meeting last night 

and we have a number of significant concerns that we wish to bring to your attention. 

 

Design and Access Statement 

 

The Council had a meeting with the previous Headteacher and Governors to discuss the proposed 

development on 21st October 2014, and we fully understand that the school requires additional 

space to accommodate the increase in pupil numbers following the change to a 2 tier education 

system. The Council felt that the new classroom and associated changes would not detract from the 

overall appearance and character of the school and we had no concerns in this respect.  

 

1. Temporary Mobile Classroom  

We had understood from our meeting with the School and from the design and access 

statement that the temporary classroom would be ”sited on the playground and adjacent to the 

existing school mobile”. This is shown on the proposed site plan as a classroom of the same size 

as the existing mobile. Even before the closing date for the consultation, a larger mobile 

classroom has been installed partly on the playground and partly on the grass strip adjacent to 

the safety fencing bordering Main Street. There has been complete disregard of the impact this 

has on the visual appearance of the school, and of this consultation process.  We also note the 

undertaking to remove both temporary classrooms once the new building is complete for the 

September 2016 pupil intake. 

 

2. Transport Implications 

We will refer to the Travel Plan later in this letter. We have major concerns about the 

implications for traffic as pupil numbers increase from the current 108 to 175 by 2016, and then 

to a potential 210.  There is already inadequate car parking at the school, with some staff having 

to park on Main Street or in the area adjacent to the Village Hall. It is stated that there will be 4 

additional teachers, but clearly with a 94% increase in pupils there will be even more vehicles 

associated with teaching and administrative support.  An increase in vehicles parked on Main 

Street will further exacerbate an already difficult situation facing residents, particularly during 



the peak periods in the morning and afternoon.  We feel it is imperative that additional car 

parking is provided in order to accommodate the staff at the school.  

 

3. Involvement 

It is incorrect to imply that there has been a detailed process to meet with local 

public/community and to consult them on the scheme. The Parish Council has never been 

approached. Our meeting with the Headteacher and Governors on 21st October 2014, was a 

result of an approach made by the Parish Council. Only a few village residents were made aware 

of the January 13th meeting and the meeting was not well publicised. We understand that you 

have written to a number of local residents making them aware of this planning application, but 

households quite close to the school appear not to have received letters, and all residents from 

the Fullers Close area of Main Street right down the Pocket Park are affected by current traffic 

issues related to the school.   

 

 

School Travel Plan  

 

Ref 1.6    Reference is made to the “small church car park”. This is being used as long term parking by 

staff and short term parking by parents. It also acts as a turning area with a separate entry and exit. 

This has resulted in deterioration of the surface and the Parish Council is faced with significant 

expenditure from a small precept to repair this. This area is designated as Village Green in the 

ownership of the Parish Council and, as the Travel Plan correctly states, is not designated for 

school use.  

 

Ref 2 and 2.1   We do not accept that the volume of traffic at the beginning and end of the day “has 

been reduced slightly over recent years due to the wide range of before and after school 

opportunities available”.  On the contrary, the traffic congestion has increased significantly in recent 

years, with the school being selected by more parents living at a distance from the village, and 

choosing, or having to bring their children in by car.  

 

Ref 2.2   There seems to be a lack of co-ordinated consultation over the need to extend the school 

bus route. It seems certain that more primary school children will be coming from Thrapston, yet 

we understand that a request for an extension of the current Islip bus route to include Thrapston 

has been refused.  

 

Ref 2.9   The planned building works are already taking place in respect of the temporary classroom. 

Contractors are parking on the zig-zag yellow lines outside the school restricting access for the 

school buses. It is all very well to dismiss this by saying it is a temporary situation but it is inevitable 

that this activity will add to the congestion on Main Street and we would hope that temporary 

provision for contractors vehicles can be made on-site and not on Main Street. 

 

Travel Surveys  and Objectives    

The results of the pupil, teacher and parent surveys serve to reinforce the view that only a small 

number of pupils, around 9 out of 108 walk to school, and these are from Aldwincle.  Furthermore, 

an analysis of the catchment area shows that it unrealistic to expect a larger percentage to walk due 

to the distances involved.  Whilst the objectives set out in the plan for safe routes to school, and 

initiatives to support walking and cycling are laudable they are unrealistic when the catchment data 



is taken into account.  Again, car sharing is an initiative to be supported, but evidence suggests any 

reduction in car use will be minimal. 

 

We therefore conclude that the Travel Plan completely ignores what is currently happening at peak 

delivery and collection times, and what is likely to happen as the pupil numbers increase.  We see no 

evidence of any action by Highways to help mitigate the congestion and road safety issues that are 

already a concern to the Council, residents and parents, as expressed in their travel survey. These 

can only get worse as the school develops. Examples include:- 

 access driveways being blocked 

 cases of road rage due to the road being blocked as opposing vehicles meet on the single 

lane left by parked vehicles 

 near misses as children run between parked cars 

 near misses and actual accidents at the junction of Lowick Road and Main Street, partly due 

to poor parking at the junction 

 vehicles driving on the pavement 

 parents allowing pupils to enter and leave vehicles on the “road” side 

 residents’ driveways being used as turning points 

 Main street being effectively blocked to large vehicles at peak times  

 double parking 

 

We feel that it is only a matter of time before there is a serious accident. There is also increasing 

frustration among the residents in Main Street at the level of congestion and the impact driver 

behaviour is having on their lives. The supporting documents for this application are inadequate. 

As a matter of urgency we would like to see some co-ordinated consultation between the County 

Council and in particular Highways, the School and ourselves, to address the safety, congestion 

and car parking issues raised by this development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R H Blakeman 

Chairman 

Aldwincle Parish Council 

 

 


