
4.9.2013 

Aldwincle Parish Council Minutes 

(Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14th January 2014) 

Present 

Robert Blakeman (RB) (Chair), John Lawrence (JL), Barry Watts (BW), Bernard Lowe (BL) 

John Foster (JF) and Brian Penney (BP) and Tim Hankins (TH) (together, the Councillors) 

In attendance: Chris and Jackie Noble 

1. Apologies 

 None. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest made save in relation to item 7 below. The Clerk was 

requested to give a dispensation for item discussion.  Dispensation granted.  

3. Public Session 

Chris and Jackie Noble were present to bring to the Councillors attention that they were 

concerned about the safety of the junction of Lowick Road and Main Street, in particular 

where vehicles are parked opposite the junction and outside Church Farm.  The Councillors 

recognised the danger and agreed to contact NCC Highways to see if they would meet the 

PC on site. Action RB 

4. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 3 December 2013 were approved and signed by 

RB. 

5. Matters arising 

5.1 JF reported that he had discussed the allocation of housing in Cross Lane with the Housing 

Department who had investigated JF’s comments and responded in letter format.  The letter 

reported that the relevant housing “sub-contractors” had not been made aware of the s.106 

agreement in place on this occasion.  It was noted by the Councillors that this had happened 

previously. It was agreed that the Council should respond to the letter with a particular 

emphasis on not letting this happen again.  Chris Noble suggested that the Council might 

consider tagging their database to ensure that future adverts “to let” were aware of the local 

connection and s.106 agreement in place.  JF to provide a copy of the letter to Miss Mills. 

Action JF 

5.2 JL commented that he was in touch with the Diocese regarding the lease renewal but again 

responses were slow.  

5.3 RB commented that he received only one response from the village to assist with the 

community speed watch campaign.  It was concluded that there was insufficient interest to 

proceed. 

5.4 RB reported that he was still researching picnic tables for the playground. 



4.9.2013 2 

5.5 It was agreed that a 7ft(approx) tall Christmas tree should be sought to be planted in the 

Spring. The Councillors agreed to consider where this should be planted on the village green. 

Action BW to speak to Trevor Watts/suppliers. 

6. Future of the Recreation Ground 

 Further to the previous meeting, RB reminded the Councillors that in anticipation of setting the 

Precept for the next year, the Council needed to consider whether the current use of the 

recreation ground warranted the annual costs of approx £400 for grass cutting and rent.  RB 

had received representation from one villager (which was read to the Councillors).  Chris 

Noble suggested that there was little, if any, use of the recreation area from his perspective.  

He further commented that without a “champion” to drive useage that this might not improve.  

There followed a general discussion about the demographics of the village, the likely use of 

the recreation area going forward, the impact of changes to the local school that might affect 

the use of the ground (i.e. increase in the school population). The Council commented that 

they had a responsibility to ensure that the application of the village precept was appropriate.  

The Council concluded, after much deliberation, and considering the current use and lack of 

Parishioner comment that the recreation ground would no longer be available following 

September 2014. 

Action RB to prepare a note for inclusion on the Council website and a leaflet drop (all to 

assist) 

As an aside, Chris Noble confirmed that the purchase of a capital item, like a picnic table, 

should be considered an appropriate purchase with ARAPAC funds but he would consult with 

the committee and report. 

7. Finance Report and Precept 

7.1 (Subject to the dispensation granted and referred to at item 2 above) JL presented the 

financial statements for the Council.  JL reminded the Council that it had received the £210.00 

financial bonus for retaining the same level of precept last year. It wasn’t clear whether this 

bonus would be available again.  There followed a general discussion on the previous year’s 

expenditure and likely expenditure for the forthcoming year.  It was noted that there had been 

some costs saved with grass cutting and likely legal costs regarding the lease renewal were 

being carried forward.   

It was noted that the village might need to consider costs of additional grass cutting, 

additional street lights (new non mercury lights would be expensive to replace in any event), 

the purchase of additional play equipment for the well used playground and stone walls in 

need of repair.  It was generally considered that the precept should be retained at the current 

level of £7,000. Unanimously approved by the Council.  

Actions:  

             JL to notify ENC.  

             The Councillors to consider likely locations of any new street lights  

             BP to investigate costs of replacing (“old technology lights”) and to invite someone from EON 

to advise on the options available for new and replacement lights 

7.2 The following invoices for payment were presented to the meeting: 



4.9.2013 3 

 £106.18 to Eon for supply to 31 December 2013 (Statement with the Clerk, payment to be 

ratified at the next meeting) 

 £43.76 to Eon for maintenance to 31 December 2013 

£109.17 to T Watts (Christmas tree, wreath and refreshments and the Band night) 

£18.00 to RB (renewal for the domain name). 

Action Clerk to add agenda item to consider 5 year renewal of the domain name to reduce 

annual renewal costs. 

 It was resolved that these payments be made.  Action JL. 

8. Highways 

8.1 It was noted that some of the holes had been filled and it was agreed to keep an eye out for 

further holes/cracking and to report to BP.  It was reported that there were some holes near 

95 Main Street (although Highways would only repair holes that could be filled). Action all. 

8.2 BL reported the ongoing issue of flooding in the gulley outside the village hall. Action BL 

8.3 There were issues with the raised walkways into Thorpe that required attention. Action BP to 

report.  

8.4 BP accepted his proposed nomination to NCC as “Highway Warden” with pride! 

9. Planning  

 The planning application for 90 Main Street was considered and it was agreed that no further 

comments were necessary from the PC. Action Clerk 

10. Correspondence 

 No significant item that required action.  

11. Reports from other bodies 

11.1 School: The Council observed the current consultation to change the 3 tier system and it was 

suggested that a Councillor attend the meeting at the school on 13th February. Action TH 

11.2 BL reported that the village hall works had been delayed so bookings were being taken to 

hire.  The Safari Supper will take place on 25th January. 

11.3 There were no other reports. 

12. Any other business 

12.1 JL and RB to review the standing orders and new model. 

12.2 Grass cutting contract tender to be prepared. Action RB, BL and JL to meet to discuss scope 

and frequency of cuts. Names of likely contractors to be submitted to RB. 

12.3 The Clerk advised the Council that to celebrate the 50th year of the school building, that FTS 

and School were planning a Ball on 5th April to be held at The Great Hall in Oundle. Other 

fundraisers planned to mark the anniversary and the village is very welcome to join in. 
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12.3  JL reminded the Council that the litter picking equipment needed to be ordered to an April 

pick. Action JL 

12.4  There was some discussion regarding the commemoration of WW1. Action BL to report back 

re any Village Hall plans. 

The date of the next meeting is 4 March 2014 at 8pm. All welcome. 

The meeting closed at 9.55pm 

 

.………………………..     ……………………….. 

Approved       Date  


