
ALDWINCLE PARISH COUNCIL  
(Council) 

 
 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th April at 8pm 
 
PRESENT 
John Foster (JF) (Chairman), Tim Hankins (TH), Bernard Lowe (BL), John Lawrence (JL) Brian Penney 
(BP) Bob Blakeman (RB) and Barry Watts (BW) (together, the Councillors). 
 
Helen Wilson (Clerk) in attendance. 
 
(From item 5) PCSO Tim Butler in attendance. 
 
1 APOLOGIES 
None 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None declared or arose during the meeting. 
 
3 PUBLIC SESSION 
No members of the public were present. 
 
4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2012 were approved and signed by JF. 
 
5 MATTERS ARISING 
5.1 The location of a tree to be potentially purchased to mark the Jubilee was discussed.  JF led a 
discussion regarding the planting of an Oak tree (approximately 6ft in height) on Baulks Lane and 
when such planting should take place. It was agreed that the purchase of a tree should be made and 
that the planting would coincide with the wider national and Village Jubilee celebrations.  It was 
agreed that some sort of railing would be required and RB and JF were to liaise in this regard.  It was 
further agreed and noted that a planting ceremony would take place at 11am on Monday 4th June 
and that all Parishioners were invited to attend. 
 
5.2 It was noted that there was some interest in providing a reproduction of the Millennium village 
map.  JF shared with the Councillors his research on paper type and colour to ensure the best quality 
reproduction.  RB suggested that a copy be displayed at the Jubilee celebrations with a sign for 
interested Parishioners to note their interest in purchasing such a map.  It was agreed that if there 
was sufficient interest then copies of the map could be ordered. 
 
5.3 BL confirmed that a friend of his had agreed to paint the village sign. BL and JF agreed to take the 
sign down. 
 
5.4 There was a discussion regarding the proposed security fencing at the School and the visual 
impact on the Village (whilst acknowledging the safety requirements that the School are obligated to 
comply with).  BP reported that the likely planning application would be for a 5ft green wired fence. 
The Councillors noted that the fence was 5ft in height from within the school wall and that this was 
higher than the pavement level. BP agreed to liaise with the School to clarify Ofsted’s requirements. 
 



5.5 JF, RB and BL confirmed that they had attended at the Lowick compost site to gain a better 
understanding of its operations.  The Councillors were reminded by RB that there were concerns’ 
regarding increased traffic at the site and relating to the site’s last planning application.  JF reported 
that he was encouraged by the lack of odour arising from the site at the time of the visit.  RB 
confirmed that communication lines were open and the Councillors were pleased to be aware of 
what was going on at the site. 
 
5.6 PCSO Tim Butler was invited by JF to give the Councillors an update on crime and local issues 
arising.  PCSO reported that there had been a theft of a caravan from the village, approximately 15 
catalytic converter thefts and some metal thefts.  A cannabis factory had also been “caught” in 
Apethorpe.  The PCSO reminded the Councillors that any odd behaviour should be reported to the 
Police and that a new national number had been set up to encourage contact with the police. The 
Clerk to email the police with a list of meeting dates.  
 
Call 03000 111 222 should you wish to report anything unusual. 
 
6 FINANCE REPORT 
6.1 JL confirmed his findings regarding the best price insurance and cover for the village hall and 
village hall activities.  JL confirmed that he was liaising with the VHC.  JL stated that Aviva offered 
more extensive cover than the current policy for the least increase in pricing (compared to the 
current renewal offer).  JF thanked JL for his hard work in obtaining the insurance quotes. JL 
confirmed that the Council and the VCH would be co-insured.   
 
JF proposed accepting the Aviva quotes of £704.64 for the village hall committee and £56.25 for the 
village hall property (pro rated). JL further reported that he has pushed for a 3 year deal to be 
offered for a discount and would confirm.  JL further reminded the Councillors that it was likely that 
the play area would be required to be inspected on an annual basis as a condition of the insurances. 
 
6.2 The following invoices for payments were presented to the meeting:- 
    
       £704.64 and £56.25 for insurances as per item 6.1 above 

£300.00 for the Clerk’s pay after deducting £75 in tax 
£105.32 and £105.32 for electricity supply for quarter ended 31 March 2012 

 
It was resolved to pay these invoices. 
 
6.3 JL reminded the Councillors that the Council accounts to year ended 31 March to be tabled at 
the next meeting and that the internal auditor was expected on or around 10 July. 
 
6.4 JL further commented that the Diocese remained difficult to communicate with. 
 
6.5 JL also confirmed that the HSBC branch in Thrapston was currently closed. 
 
7 HIGHWAYS 
7.1 BP to monitor the poor condition of Lowick Lane and when “sufficient” holes had appeared he 
would call for repair of the whole road. 
 
7.2 BP commented that he had reported some issues with the drains in front of the village hall and 
that these should be looked at in April. 
 
7.3 RB to go back regarding Baulks Lane to chase action. 



 
8 PLANNING 
8.1 The Council noted that there was an application in respect of 63 Main Street for a new fence to 
be erected.  The Councillors discussed their views and it was agreed that there were some concerns 
regarding the impact on visibility given the bend on the road and the Councillors would benefit from 
reassurance from the Highways Agency. 
 
8.2 There was also an application being considered in relation to the building of a new dwelling on 
the plot adjacent to 123 Main Street.  It was noted that the original permission was to erect a 2 bed 
stone cottage and it was observed that the new permission was for a 4 bed house with garage and 
parking for 4 cars.  The Councillors aired various concerns relating to the enlarged footprint of the 
build, the change in angles of the roof, the differences to the outline permission and the access onto 
the road.  It was also questioned whether the proposed build was in keeping with the local area.  JF 
to reply to the planning department. 
 
9 CORRESPONDENCE 
JF advised the Councillors of the sad passing of Councillor Philip Hardcastle. 
 
There was no other urgent correspondence. 
 
10 REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES 
 
There were no other reports. 
 
11 UPDATE FROM THE VILLAGE WEB SITE COURSE 
 
11.1 RB provided the Councillors with an update from the course on setting up a village website.  RB 
reported that set up costs would be minimal but the key to a successful and useful website was the 
content of such a site and the allocation of responsibility to maintain the site.  RB suggested that the 
Councillors inspect other comparable village sites such as Barnwell and Benefield and reconvene on 
the item. 
 
12 AOB 
 
12.1 BL requested a grass cutting bin for the village hall and would make enquiries of ENC. 
 
13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
There will be a Parish meeting on Tuesday 29th May at 730pm followed by the Council AGM and 
then a Council meeting. All welcome. 
 
The meeting was closed at 10pm. 
 
 
 
 
..........................................................   Chairman 
 
..........................................................    Date  
 


