
ALDWINCLE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd October 2012 at 8pm  

PRESENT 

John Foster (JF) (Chair until item 8.2 and thereafter from item 9), Tim Hankins(TH), Bob Blakeman 

(RB) (Chair in relation to item 8.2), Bernard Lowe (BL), Brian Penney (BP),  and John Lawrence (JL)  

1 APOLOGIES 

Barry Watts (BW) 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

JF declared an interest in the planning application relating to Lowick Lane and discussed at item 8.2 

below.  No further declarations of interest were made. 

3 PUBLIC SESSION 

Members of the public were present to share their views in relation to the current application for 

the erection of a mobility scooter shelter at 22 Main Street.  Views were shared and the Council 

invited those Parishioners to stay at the meeting and to hear the views of the Council.  The Council 

advised the Parishioners to take their concerns forward personally and thanked them for their 

attendance. 

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 5th September 2012 were approved and signed by JF. 

5 MATTERS ARISING 

5.1   JF reported that dog fouling was continuing to be a problem around the village.   JF had been in 

touch with the Dog Warden at ENC who had visited the village (and will continue to do so).  It was 

thought that a local resident would likely be the owner of the dog(s) causing the mess, the mess is 

likely to be arising from “early morning walks” and the Council encouraged all Parishioners to be 

vigilant.  A dog fouling leaflet drop to be arranged to each household and emailed where able.   

Action JF, who reminded the Council about the themes the leaflet as follows: 

DOG FOULING IS AGAINST THE LAW AND A FIXED PENALTY FINE OF £75 CAN BE IMPOSED TO ANY 

PERSON THAT LETS THEIR DOG FOUL AND DOES NOT PICK IT UP. BEING UNAWARE THAT YOUR 

DOG HAS FOULED IS NOT CONSIDERED A REASONABLE EXCUSE FOR LEAVING IT. DOG MESS CAN 

MAKE PEOPLE ILL. YOUNG CHILDREN ARE PARTICULARLY AT RISK AND THEREFORE THE CONSTANT 

FOULING ALONG MAIN STREET ON THE ROUTE TO THE SCHOOL AND OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL IS 

ILLEGAL AND THE OFFENDING OWNER(S) WILL BE LOCATED.  

There followed a general discussion regarding bins for dog waste and other actions the Council and 

village could take to eradicate the problem of dog fouling. 



It was further reiterated that there should not be any dogs in the playground at any time. It had 

been reported that a dog had been in the playground during the recent horticultural show which 

was disappointing.   

5.2   JF had received a donation from the Pearce family at Wincle House in relation to the purchase 
of a new tree for the village. JF thanked the Pearce family. 

5.3   JL reported that several members of the village had pointed out that the overgrowth of shrubs 
onto the footpath outside 40 Main Street had still not been attended to.   It was agreed that the 
clerk be asked to again write to the householders.   Action Clerk   

5.4 BP commented that the Council had not appeared to have received the quote for the lamp 

(Wadenhoe end of the village) from Eon.  Given that the last quote from January 2011 was 

approximately a cost of £328, the Council authorised BP to purchase a replacement up to a 

maximum cost of £400. Action BP 

5.5 There are still some blocked drains in Cross Lane and outside the village hall. Action BP 

5.6 RB reminded the Council regarding of a recent NCALC article about retention of records and it 

was agreed that this would be considered further when a decision was taken about establishing a 

Parish Council website.   Action RB to arrange a date to look at the website matter.    

6 FINANCE REPORT 

6.1   JL reported that the external audit of the 2012 accounts had taken place and regrettably the 

auditor had commented that the plastic signs in the playground should be included as “fixed assets” 

for the purpose of the accounts with an approximate value of £128.  Other than that minor 

comment the accounts were approved. 

6.2   The following invoices for payment were presented to the meeting:- 

£144          BDO         Audit fee 

£106.18     EON                    Supply (quarter to 30 September) 

£85.00       W. Foster & Sons Recreation ground rent 

£79.20        Play Safety Playground safety report 

£43.76       EON Maintenance (quarter to 30 September) 

It was resolved that these payments be made.                          Action JL 

7 HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATHS 

 BP reported on the following items –  

7.1 The holes in Lowick Lane have been partly patched.  Baulks Lane will be sprayed next year.  RB 
had written to Rob Birkett. It was commented that the Wadenhoe Nene Way path was not being 
maintained and that quotes had been sought for the work but when this would be done was not 
clear. TH had met Rob Birkett regarding Green Lane. Discussion about downgrading to bridleway 
would be of concern and it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Councillor Rupert Reichhold in 
Oundle regarding the proposed downgrading and the appropriate use of the lane. 



7.2 The matter of grass cutting and general maintenance around the village was discussed together 
with the responsibility of such maintenance. It was suggested that Baulks Lane and the village green 
might be considered when tendering next time to get an idea of costs and also a view from 
highways.  Action JF to liaise with Rob Birkett to consider further. 

8 PLANNING 

8.1 22 Main Street 

JF updated the Council with regard to the revised drawings received in relation to this application 
which had previously been objected to by the Council.   There followed a lengthy discussion 
regarding the proposal. The Council’s views were summarised as follows:  the proposal was not ideal 
given that the shelter would be at the front of the property, there was some concern regarding the 
aesthetic impact the shelter would have given the proximity to Main Street, the revised drawings 
were more acceptable although the drawings  were not clear and lacked the detail the Council would 
like to see, there was concern regarding the materials to be used and whether the landlord to the 
property had been approached for consent.  It was noted that the Council were being asked for 
comments on the revised plans and therefore the Council had not been asked to approve or reject. 
Action Clerk to liaise with Sharon Horner to relay these comments. 

8.2 Lowick Lane (RB Chair in relation to this item) 

RB led the discussion regarding the revised application and it was concluded that there was no 
significant difference between this application and the application previously.  The accompanying 
paperwork suggested that the Council were consulted and that the Council did not have any 
objections to the proposal but this was considered incorrect as the Council did have concerns which 
were raised.  The Council’s objections being (1) in relation to angle of access, (2) the hedge 
boundary/poor visibility and (3) the development being outside the designated village envelope 
boundary. The Council voted 3 to 2 in favour of objecting to the revised application.  All Councillors 
objected to the application on the grounds of extra traffic and access issues.  There was also an 
observation that Lowick Lane is a busy road between 8-9am and between 3 and 6pm. Action Clerk 

9  CORRESPONDENCE 

No significant item that required action. 

10 REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES 

10.1 JF reported that the Council was in receipt of the RoSPA report and that this would be 
circulated for discussion at the next meeting.  Action Clerk.   Action  JF and RB to meet to discuss 
report. 

10.2 BL reported that the Village Hall Committee is hosting a quiz on 9th November.  BL further 
reported that he was investigating heating options for the village hall and the upgrades to the 
electrics.   Action BL The Annual Carol Concert would be held on 22nd December at 4pm. 

There were no other reports 

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

TH agreed to arrange a Christmas tree for the village.  JF agreed to speak to BW regarding the 
wreath.  Action JF 

BL confirmed that the sign was nearly complete. 



JF agreed to investigate the fence around the Oak tree. 

JL agreed to discuss refreshments for the Carol Service and the Council’s contribution. 

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday  4th December 2012 at 8pm in the Village Hall 

The meeting was closed at 9.30pm 

 

 

Approved 

 

............................................ Chairman 
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