
ALDWINCLE PARISH COUNCIL  
(Council) 

 
 

 MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 29th May 2012 at 730pm 
 

PRESENT 
John Foster (JF) (Chairman), Tim Hankins (TH), Bernard Lowe (BL), John Lawrence (JL), Bob Blakeman 
(RB) and Barry Watts (BW) (together, the Councillors). 
 
Helen Wilson (Clerk) and Helen Mynors in attendance. 
 
1 APOLOGIES 
 
Brian Penny (BP) 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None declared or arose during the meeting. 
 
3 PARISHIONERS CONSULTATION 
 
Helen Mynors raised the following issues: 
 

1. Overgrown verges on Baulks Lane 
2. Ivy growth on Brancey Bridge 

 
RB confirmed that he was already liaising with the appropriate parties regarding dealing with the 
overgrown verges. 
 
JF confirmed that he would review the situation at Brancey Bridge and take forward with the 
Council.  Mrs Mynors was thanked by the Chairman for her attendance and for bringing these 
matters to the attention of the Council. 
 
JF went onto discuss the dumping of grass cuttings near Peartree Cottage and TH confirmed that he 
was aware of the same.  JF to discuss directly with Peartree Cottage. 
 
There followed a general discussion regarding access to the Council and the sharing of views within 
the village. RB suggested giving the Parishioners the opportunity to be added to the current email 
distribution list to ensure that as many Parishioners as possible receive the minutes and any Council 
news and that email was a useful tool to this effect. 
 
Any Parishioner wishing to be added to the village email list please email 
helen265wilson@btinternet.com. 
 
The meeting closed at 8pm. 
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ALDWINCLE PARISH COUNCIL  
(Council) 

 
 

(DRAFT) MINUTES of the Parish Council Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 29th May 2012 
 

PRESENT 
John Foster (JF) (Chairman), Tim Hankins (TH), Bernard Lowe (BL), John Lawrence (JL), Bob Blakeman 
(RB) and Barry Watts (BW) (together, the Councillors). 
 
Helen Wilson (Clerk) and Helen Mynors in attendance. 
 
1 APOLOGIES 
 
BP 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None declared or arose during the meeting. 
 
3 MINUTES OF THE LAST AGM on 11th MAY 2011 
 
Minutes of the previous AGM had already been approved at the June 2011 meeting. 
 
4 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 
 
JF was proposed as Chair by BW which was seconded by RB and JF was elected unanimously. 
 
5 CHAIR’S REVIEW OF THE LAST YEAR 
 
JF thanked the Councillors and the Clerk for all of their support over the last year. 
 
6 ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 
 
RB was proposed as Vice Chair by TH which was seconded by JL and RB was elected unanimously. 
JL was proposed as Responsible Financial Officer which was seconded by TH and JL was elected 
unanimously. 
 
JF confirmed which Councillors would act as the liaison between the Council and other bodies as 
follows:- 
BL - village hall committee 
RB – play area 
TH – police liaison 
JF – Pocket Park 
BW - All Saints Church and trees 
BP – School 
 
7 AOB 
 
None 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 815pm. 



 
ALDWINCLE PARISH COUNCIL  

(Council) 
 

 
 

(DRAFT) MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 29th May 2012 
 

 
PRESENT 
John Foster (JF) (Chairman), Tim Hankins (TH), Bernard Lowe (BL), John Lawrence (JL), Bob Blakeman 
(RB) and Barry Watts (BW) (together, the Councillors). 
 
Helen Wilson (Clerk) in attendance. 
 
1 APOLOGIES 
BP 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None declared or arose during the meeting. 
 
3 PUBLIC SESSION 
No members of the public were present. 
 
4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th April 2012 were approved as a true record and signed by JF. 
 
5 MATTERS ARISING 
5.1 JF reported that the ground had been prepared for the tree planting on Monday 4th June at 
11am.  All Parishioners were invited to attend the planting of the tree by the Parish Council.  It was 
reported that James Faulkner was willing to make a surround for the tree. 
 
5.2 BL confirmed that a friend of his had agreed to paint the village sign but that this had been 
postponed due to illness and was now to be actioned.  BL and JF agreed to take the sign down. JF to 
tidy up the post. 
 
5.3 There was a discussion regarding the proposed security fencing at the School and the visual 
impact on the Village (whilst acknowledging the safety requirements that the School are obligated to 
comply with).  JF agreed to liaise with the Head teacher direct to clarify Ofsted’s requirements and 
to clarify the Council’s concerns. 
 
5.4 Further to the insurance renewal, the play area would need to be inspected.  BL reported that 
the swings needed painting and that the foot wells in the train needed attention.  BW also 
commented that the wall would likely need attention. RB suggested holding off any action until the 
inspection had been carried out. Agreed by all. 
 
5.5 HSBC in Thrapston had now closed. It was agreed to keep the Council’s account with HSBC to 
avoid new account opening and anti- money laundering procedures with a new bank. 
 
5.6 There was a general discussion regarding the proposed planning application at 63 Main Street 
following the feedback from the Highways Agency. The Clerk was authorised to respond to Sharon 



Horner at planning services and the Council’s comments marked as dealt with to the Council’s 
satisfaction.  BL suggested a mirror around the bend might be useful. 
 
5.7 A grass cutting bin had been obtained for the village hall. 
 
6 FINANCE REPORT 
6.1 JL confirmed his findings regarding the best price insurance and cover for the public liability 
policy.  He discussed the deals that he had been offered and explained to the Council how the 
discounted policy works whilst maintaining the premium over the term.  JL explained that Aviva had 
offered the Council the choice of putting  a policy on risk over a 5 year term with a 5% reduction in 
premium or insurance for 16 months (until October 2013) with 4 months free for a 3 year period. In 
both cases, the Council could exit if Aviva increased the premium (other than in respect of 
indexation). JL confirmed that he had calculated a saving of £200 if the “free 4 month” deal was 
adopted.  All agreed in favour of the “free 4 month deal”. 
 
6.2 The following invoice for payment was presented to the meeting:- 
    
       £43.76 to Eon for electricity maintenance for quarter ended 31 March 2012 

£1114 (public liability etc £451.73 and property insurance £662.27) to Broker Network Ltd 
 
It was resolved to pay this invoice. 
 
6.3 JL reminded the Councillors that the Council accounts to year ended 31 March to be tabled at 
the next meeting and that the internal auditor was expected on or around 10 July. 
 
6.4 JL further commented that the Diocese remained difficult to communicate with. 
 
7 HIGHWAYS 
7.1 BP had commented to JF outside of the meeting that the drains in front of the village hall had 
been cleared. 
 
7.2 BL to erect the official “slow down” speed signs. 
 
7.3 There was a detailed discussion regarding the problem of dog fouling in the village and in 
particular outside the village hall, on the route to School, around the Council notice board and at the 
entrance to the School.  All the Councillors agreed that this would not be tolerated and JF to liaise 
with the Dog Warden immediately to address the issue.  JF reminded the Council that all 
Parishioners should keep an eye out for the owner: it is believed to be one dog.  It was suspected 
that the owner might allow their dog to roam alone.  The Council were reminded that it is illegal 
for an owner to allow a dog to foul and not clean up after the dog and that the offence is 
punishable by  a hefty fine. 
 
8 PLANNING 
 
No issues raised on current applications. 
 
9 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no urgent correspondence. 
 
10 REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES 



 
BW reported that grass cutting had been difficult due to the rain but that each cut would get better 
with the warmer weather.  BW further reported that stone walls at All Saints would need attention.  
Likewise some trees at Pocket Park are in need of being seen to avoid hazards.  BW and JF to action. 
 
There were no other reports. 
 
11 AOB 
 
TH raised a concern regarding the frequency and quality of verge grass cutting. The Clerk to write to 
Mr Birkett. 
 
In addition to tabling the accounts at the next meeting as raised above, JL reminded the Council that 
the new Code of Conduct would need to be considered at the next meeting. 
 
The dates of further meetings were agreed as follows: 
 
26th June 
4 September 
23 October 
4 December 
15 January 
 
12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
There will be a Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 26th June at 8pm. 
 
The meeting was closed at 9.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
..........................................................   Chairman 
 
..........................................................    Date  
 


