
ALDWINCLE PARISH COUNCIL  
(Council) 

 
 
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6 March 2012 at 730pm 
 
PRESENT 
John Foster (JF) (Chairman), Tim Hankins (TH), Bernard Lowe (BL), John Lawrence (JL) and Brian 
Penney (BP) (together, the Councillors). 
 
Helen Wilson (Clerk) in attendance. 
 
1 APOLOGIES 
Bob Blakeman (RB) 
Barry Watts (BW) 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None raised during the meeting other than in relation to reimbursement of funds spent at 6.1 below 
by BL. 
 
3 PUBLIC SESSION 
No members of the public were present. 
 
The Councillors discussed ideas for the Village to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee.  There was a 
general discussion about having a “seat” or a tree planted to mark the occasion.  There followed a 
discussion about where to locate any such tree and whether it should replace any dead trees or 
stand alone in the middle of the green area near Baulks Lane.  JF to investigate the cost of a suitable 
tree. 
 
JF asked the Councillors to check the Baulks Lane area for any trees that needed removing and for a 
suitable location for any” Jubilee tree”. 
 
Following on from a letter received by a Parishioner (and minuted at the previous Council meeting), 
it was mooted that it might be appropriate on the 100 year anniversary of the start of WWI to 
clean/tidy the War Memorial. 
 
4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2012 were approved and signed by JF. 
 
5 MATTERS ARISING 
5.1   The Council had received a response from NCC in relation to the overgrowth around the 
footpath on Baulks Lane.  It was agreed that the area needed attention and that this would be added 
to the NCC list and attended to when funds were available.  It was agreed that RB would continue to 
chase periodically to ensure the work was done.  
5.2 JF investigating the purchase and planting of trees. 
5.3 BL was making enquiries regarding renovation of the village sign. 
5.4 JF had investigated the reproduction of the Millennium village map.  JF explained that it might be 
possible to reproduce non colour copies of the map but that the Council would need to locate the 
appropriate paper at the right size.  JF was concerned about the quality of these reproductions, the 
cost of so doing (approx £10-£20 per map?) and the likely demand. 



 It was agreed that Parishioners should email the Clerk (helen265wilson@btinternet.com) to 
express any interest (but with no obligation) so that the Council could ascertain the level of 
interest.   
 
JF agreed to make enquiries regarding paper at Colemans. 
 
5.5 There was a discussion regarding the proposed security fencing at the School and the visual 
impact on the Village (whilst acknowledging the safety requirements that the School are obligated to 
comply with).  BP agreed to liaise with the School. 
 
6 FINANCE REPORT 
6.1 The following invoices for payments were presented to the meeting:- 
    
       £50.54 BL for Xmas expenses and wood stain for fencing 

£58.00 to NCALC for courses attended by RB and JL 
£28.16 to EoN for street light repair 

 
It was resolved to pay these invoices. 
 
6.2   JL confirmed that he was in the process of setting up a PAYE scheme for the Clerk’s pay. 
 
6.3 JL explained the changes to the internal control and risk management procedures to the 
Councillors and commented that the Council would be subject to an internal audit over the 
forthcoming months.  JL confirmed to the Councillors that he had reviewed the control procedures in 
place and was satisfied that the Council’s risk management policy was currently appropriate.  JL 
reported that he had no recommendations for changes to those policies and the Councillors 
accepted this view.  JF thanked JL for his hard work in this regard.   
 
JL further commented that he would be conducting a risk assessment in relation to the proposed 
litter pick and further reminded the Councillors that risk assessments needed to be conducted for 
each Council led “activity”. 
 
7 HIGHWAYS 
7.1 BP to chase regarding the poor condition of Lowick Lane and road painting/repainting speed limit 
signs. 
 
7.2 BP commented that he had reported some issues with the drains in front of the village hall and 
will revert to the Council further in due course. 
 
8 PLANNING 
8.1 Outline planning application for 3 houses on land adjacent to 14 Lowick Lane – JF reported that 
correspondence had been received and that the applicants would look to revise their planning 
submission in the future and attempt to address the concerns raised by the Councillors previously. 
8.2 Variation to extend operations at the Lowick Compost Site – further correspondence had been 
received. JF confirmed that the Council’s objections had been submitted and it was noted that a 
further discussion was to be held on 13th March (Northamptonshire.gov.uk/dccommittee). JF to 
liaise with RB.  
 
9 CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no urgent correspondence. 
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10 REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES 
10.1   JF queried whether a further inspection of the play area via ROSPA might be required and it 
was agreed to await the requirements of the insurers before commencing any further inspection. 
10.2 JF also mentioned that grant funding was available (subject to criteria) to renovate Pocket Park. 
It was agreed that a Pocket Park champion was needed. 
 
There were no other reports. 
 
11 UPDATE FROM COURSES 
 
11.1 JL provided the Councillors with an update from the course on Insurances which he had 
attended on behalf of the Council.  There was an interesting discussion in relation to brokers who 
were experienced in providing parish council/village hall insurances and those who had no such 
experience.  One such provider (or representative of) had agreed to come to the Village to discuss 
requirements.  JL invited JF and Mr Horrell to attend such a meeting.  It was noted that the current 
insurance expires in April 2012.  
 
11.2 JL then updated the Council on the content of the course he and BL attended and being on the 
Localism Act.  JL advised the Councillors that a new code of conduct would be introduced and 
therefore new declarations of interest forms likely required.  JL suggested that the Council adopt the 
same code as ENC – the 10 principles of public life.  TH agreed. 
 
12 AOB 
 
12.1 In light of changes mooted above in 11.2, a meeting would be useful in June. June 26th at 8pm 
was put forward. 
 
12.2 JL stated that a littler pick would be taking place on 14th April at 10am.  Meet at the Village hall. 
 
13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 17th April at 8pm 
 
The meeting was closed at 915pm. 
 
 
 
 
..........................................................   Chairman 
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