
Aldwincle Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th March 2014 

Present:  Robert Blakeman (RB) (Chairman) John Lawrence (JL), Barry Watts (BW), Bernard Lowe 

(BL), John Foster (JF), Brian Penney (BP), and Tim Hankins (TH). 

No members of the public. 

1. Apologies.   Helen Wilson. 

2. Declarations of Interest.  None 

3. Public Session. No members of public present 

4. Approval of Draft minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14th January were 

approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5. Matters arising. 

5.1 Picnic tables for the Play Area. RB had got quotes. ARAPAC had sanctioned the use of 

£500 for the project and the committee for the Royal Wedding and Diamond Jubilee 

celebrations had agreed that the surplus that the PC were holding (£236) could also be 

used. After discussion it was unanimously decided to purchase two black recycled plastic 

Flatpack tables and one anchor bracket kit at an approx total cost of £870 including 

delivery and VAT. RB to order. The old poor wooden table to be scrapped, the other to 

remain. 

5.2 Recreation Ground. Following our agreement at the last meeting and a notice drop 

through every house in the village it was noted that there had been no comments to any 

of the councillors. 

6. Finance. 

6.1 Internal control:  the financial controls and risk assessment were reviewed. They were 

confirmed to be appropriate and are to be kept as previous. 

6.2 Lease. Unfortunately no action. It was reluctantly agreed that we will have to accept the 

diocosean solicitor’s costs of £1700 or no progress would be made. All were in favour. 

6.3 Payments: Village Hall Insurance                  £784.93 

                    W. Foster & Sons. Rent               £85.00 

                    Anglian Water                              £17.42 

                    E-On                                               £106.18 

                    Helen Wilson                                £45.00 

                    HMR & C                                        £30.00 

All were approved. 

7. Highways and Lighting.  

       Highways.           BP had reported holes in Lowick Lane, holes in Main St, Poor state of 

raised walkway to Thorpe and the drains outside the Village Hall. 

RB had met with Sarah Barnwell and Phillip Donaldson from NCC  Highways and discussed 

several issues around the village including the parking problem outside Church Farm as 

raised in the last meeting. He was advised that it would  not be possible to put yellow lines 

there, but they would see if a single white line could be put there as a warning.  Highways 

had put bollards at the junction of Cross Lane and Main St to protect the utility covers and 

chambers that were being run over. They were suggesting that the temporary ones be 



replaced with more permanent ones but it was raised that both agricultural vehicles and 

service lorries struggled to negotiate the turning to Wadenhoe because of cars often being 

parked on the opposite side of the road. RB to raise this point again with Sarah Barnwell. 

Speeding and near misses in Lowick Lane had been raised by residents and one suggestion 

had been to make Lowick Lane one-way. In discussion it was felt that this would only make 

the speeding problem worse, and it was felt that the residents living in the lane would not 

want it either. Highways would suggest repainting the existing “SLOW” markings on the road 

and look into putting white lines down the edges to make it clear that the road narrows. 

Highways also agreed to re-paint the yellow zig-zag markings outside the school and the 

30mph roundels on the roads approaching the village. 

       RB reported that he had been made aware that “community enhancement gangs” were 

available for projects and that he would complete the form and identify small tasks around 

the village to tidy things up. 

     Lighting.       BP reported on the poor visibility around the village due to the poor light 

given out by the old mercury lanterns, these type of lantern are now being replaced with PLT 

lamps which reportedly give out twice the light.  Discussion centred on whether lanterns 

should be replaced or extra ones erected. As the cost of new installations would be between 

£500 and £1200 depending on whether existing posts could be used, it was decided to 

purchase two new lanterns (numbers 6 & 7 ) at a cost of £290 each initially and then assess 

whether the higher light output gave an adequate improvement to the overall lighting in the 

village. BP to organise and try to get discount for fitting two at the same time. 

8. Planning.   Approval had been granted for 90 Main St. 

9. Correspondence.  Rate relief for the Village Hall. JL to action with VH committee treasurer. 

10. Reports from other bodies.  

          School,    50th Anniversary coming up. Ball to be held in Great Hall Oundle.  Applying for 

planning permission for proposed front fence shortly. TH attended meeting to discuss 

schools possible changing to a two tier system in the autumn of 2015.  Another meeting to 

be held later in the year. 

           Village hall,   Village Bake Off March 15th.   28th June event to commemorate the 

outbreak of WW1  1914 

11. Grass Cutting. Four tenders had been returned and were presented to the meeting 

unopened, they were duly opened and placed on a chart without the councillors knowing 

the applicants. There were concerns raised over the wide range of prices, but it was decided 

to award the grass cutting for 2014 to tender No 1,  Francis Hale. RB to confirm with him and 

reply to the unsuccessful applicants. RB also to discuss the possibility of extending the “one 

off” cut in the All Saints churchyard. 

12. A.O.B.   The chairman reported that Helen Wilson was reluctantly having to give up her 

position as Clerk for the Council due to the pressures of work, she would continue to help 

until a new Clerk be found. 

RB stated that there had been a spate of thefts from outbuildings and that parishioners 

should be aware and vigilant. 

TH informed the council that he had been made aware of a swapping proposal with regard 

to the houses in Cross Lane and that we should seek clarification from Miss Bagley at East 

Northants Council, bearing in mind the 106 clause giving local applicants priority 

consideration for these houses. JF to follow up. 



BL had been to a funding meeting and thought there might be money available for 

improvements to the Play Area, BL to liaise with RB . 

Litter Pick  to take place on 5th April, meet outside Village Hall at 10.00 am. JL organising. 

13.   Next meeting  15th April 2014 at 8.00pm. 

14. Meeting closed at 10.05pm. 


