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Minutes of the Aldwincle Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 3rd September 2018 in the 
Village Hall. 
 
Present: 
Bob Blakeman  Chairman 
Bernard Lowe 
John Lawrence 
Brian Penney 
Tim Hankins 
David Strode Willis Part meeting 
 
Richard Reed – Clerk 
 
NCC/ENC Cllr. Wendy Brackenbury Part meeting 
There was one resident in attendance for part of the meeting 
 
18/093 Public Open Time 
In answer to an enquiry over progress dealing with speeding vehicles, the Chairman said that it had 
been decided not to pursue the provision of yellow backed 30mph signs at the Thorpe end of the village 
as the alignment of the road slowed traffic. Further consideration is being given to the provision of a 
“gateway” on the Oundle approach together with yellow backed signs and this would be discussed later 
in the meeting. The use of a speed indicator device had been investigated but the costs were very high. 
Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury suggested sharing with other parishes but there is still the question of insurance 
and the cost installing suitable post(s). 
18/094 Apologies 
Apologies had been received from Cllr. Watts 
18/095 Declarations of Interest 
Pecuniary: None 
Other interests: None 
Requests for Dispensations: None 
18/096 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 02.07.18 
It was proposed by Cllr. Lawrence and seconded by Cllr. Lowe that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 
held on 2nd July 2018, and having previously been circulated, be accepted and signed as a true record 
of that meeting. Agreed unanimously. 
 
To allow Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury to leave, the Chairman invited her to speak at this point of the meeting. 
Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury spoke of the appointment of a new CEO at Northamptonshire County Council 
and the situation over the creation of unitary authorities. All councils barring Corby BC had voted in 
favour of such an arrangement. The date of implementation is still expected to be 2020. NCC has put 
the closure of libraries on hold pending a further review of the matter. The Call Connect bus service has 
now ceased other than in the north of the county where it is shared with Lincolnshire CC. Cllr. Mrs 
Brackenbury hopes to convene a meeting with interested parishes if external funding can be secured. 
In her role as Chairman of ENC, Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury will be holding a Civic Service in St James 
Church, Thrapston on 16th September to which all are invited. 
Cllr. Lowe said that the polling booth still had not been collected. 
Although the H-bar markings had now been provided the yellow zig-zag outside the school was still 
outstanding. 
Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury left at 7:56pm 

 
18/097 Matters arising. 
(i) Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury had spoken with ENC’s Planning Dept. and it was confirmed that there 
was no restriction on property owners taking down highway boundary walls when it was not a 
conservation area. 
(ii) Cllr. Hankins had raised the issue of the condition of the Church wall with the PCC and following 
an email communication with Mr J Pawlyn, representing the PCC, the Chairman had consulted Mr B 
Watts to ascertain the likely cause of the bulge in the wall. It was concluded that its condition was due 
to wear and tear and not to any interference from the Play Area. It was agreed that no further action be 
taken by the Parish Council 
(iii) The registration of the Parish Council under GDPRs was outstanding. Action: Clerk 
(iv) The issue over the playground litter bin would be checked once the school term commenced. 
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18/098 Reports from Other Bodies 
Village Hall: Cllr. Lowe said that a rota was being drawn up for the taking of bookings following the 
resignation of the Booking Clerk. A meeting of the Committee would take place on 5th September. 
Quotations had been invited for secondary glazing in the Village Hall. 
(v) The Clerk had received a letter from Hiscox insurance regarding a name change in advance of 
Brexit. A copy is to be sent to the Village Hall secretary. Action: Clerk 
18/099 Pocket Park 
There had been no further progress on the lease. The Chairman is still waiting for a response from 
Savills. 
18/100 Highways 
(i)    Cllr. Penney said that there were no major issues other than a depression that had appeared 
in Lowick Lane. 
(ii) It was agreed that there was need for some action at the Oundle approach to the village to 
address the concerns over speeding vehicles. Sarah Barnwell is to be contacted to arrange a site 
meeting to discuss the provision of a “gateway” and other options. Action: Clerk 
(iii) The Clerk had checked the effect of the winter maintenance changes on Aldwincle. There 
appeared to be no changes to the gritting routes but the grit bin at Brancey Bridge was down for renewal. 
As it did not appear to be used as the salt in it was solid it was agreed to let it be removed. 
18/101 Street Lighting 
Cllr. Penney reported that all lights were working. 
He had now received the quotation from E.ON for the replacement of the existing lanterns with LED 
units. The cost would be £4200 for 14 lights. It was felt that the savings did not justify the expenditure 
of converting all at once and it was decided to replace lanterns with LED units as and when the need 
arose. 
18/102 Request to Plant Annuals at Edge of Village Green 
Having been raised at the last meeting by Cllr. Watts, councillors considered the request from Mr Cook. 
While it was appreciated that Mr Cook had improved the appearance of the property, it was felt that to 
allow such planting would create a precedent for future requests on the village greens, and therefore 
the request would have to be refused. Action: BB 
18/103 Grass Cutting 
Cllr. Penney spoke of the overgrowth in Baulks Lane and weed damage to the footpath surface. As it 
was unlikely that NCC would carry out any work in given the present circumstances, councillors would 
take action as necessary. 
Cllr. Lowe was concerned about the untidy appearance of the grass by the church and War Memorial 
where cuttings had been left to die off. It was agreed to ask Francis Hale to collect the cuttings from this 
area. Action: BB 
18/104 To Consider Correspondence Received 
As per circulated list. 
18/105 Planning 
a) There were no applications for consideration. 

b) No applications had been considered since the last meeting. 

c) There were no other planning matters. 
18/106 Finance 

(i) The Clerk presented the monthly statement of accounts. There had been no receipts since the 
last meeting. Cllr. Blakeman proposed that the statement be approved, seconded by Cllr. 
Hankins. 

(ii) The following invoices were approved for payment, proposed by Cllr. Lawrence and seconded 
by Cllr. Penney: 
Cheque No. 200002 Void 

 E.ON Street light energy. £235.18 Cheque No. 200003 
 Francis Hale 3 x invoices £240.00 Cheque No. 200004 
 Anglian Water £14.02 Cheque No. 200005 
 R Reed £302.69 Cheque No. 200006 
 HMRC PAYE £74.00 Cheque No. 200007 

(iii) The Clerk has submitted the VAT claim. 
18/107 Items Requiring Urgent Attention, For Information or For the Next Agenda 
There were no items, etc. 
18/108 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 22nd October 2018 commencing at 7:30pm in the Village Hall.  
There being no further urgent business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:48pm. 


