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Minutes of the Aldwincle Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9th April 2018 in the Village 
Hall.  
 
Present: 
Bob Blakeman  Chairman 
John Lawrence 
David Strode-Willis 
Bernard Lowe 
Barry Watts 
 
Richard Reed – Clerk 
 
There was one resident in attendance 
 
18/040 Public Open Time 
i) Following the last meeting, responses received from Debbie Taylor-Bond, Head of Highways 
and Sarah Barnwell, Community Liaison Officer, in respect of the highway and speeding issues raised 
by residents were presented by the Chairman. It was considered at this time that a speed indicator 
device would be too costly given the additional costs of licence, statutory undertaker clearance, etc. 
Sharing a unit with a neighbouring parish council may be a possibility but there are insurance issues 
over such an arrangement. Regarding the condition of local highways, Ms. Taylor-Bond’s reply did set 
out the arrangements for dealing with these although it was noted that although various potholes had 
been reported to The Street Doctor, there had been no repairs so far. 
ii) It was reported that the notice board by the Old Post Office was in a poor condition and not 
weather proof. It was understood that this is privately owned so the Parish Council could not take any 
action but the Chairman said he would raise the matter with the owner when the opportunity arose. 
Action: BB 
iii) There had been interest by a resident in maintaining the Pocket Park. The Chairman said that 
the Parish Council was currently liaising over the renewal of the lease for the park but anyone with an 
interest in maintenance work should contact the Parish Council 
18/041 Apologies 
Apologies had been received from Cllr. Hankins, ENC Cllr. Shacklock and NCC Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury. 
18/042 Declarations of Interest 
Pecuniary: None 
Other interests: None 
Requests for Dispensations: None 
18/043 Minutes of the meeting held on 26.02.18 
It was proposed by Cllr. Strode-Willis and seconded by Cllr. Lowe that the minutes of the meeting held 
on 26th February 2018, and having previously been circulated, be accepted and signed as a true record 
of that meeting. Agreed unanimously. 
18/044 Matters arising. 
Cllr. Lawrence said that the litter pick had been successful with 14 volunteers assisting. The bagged 
rubbish was stacked at the layby near the A6116 junction for collection by ENC. It was noted that a 
request for a litter bin at this site had been turned down by ENC as it was against policy to install new 
bins. 
18/045 Reports from Other Bodies 
Village Hall: Cllr. Lowe reported that the new doors and windows had been installed. The AGM was 
successful and the number of bookings for the hall were picking up. The financial statement had been 
prepared and copies sent to the Parish Council. Committee members had been advised of the 
insurance renewal and Cllr. Lowe said that the cover met the requirements. The Chairman said that 
there was no ordinary meeting following the AGM so he was unable to raise the matter of the installation 
of Broadband. It was agreed that this needed to be discussed with the VH Committee, in particular in 
respect of the monthly costs. Cllr. Lawrence felt that the potential usage needed to be determined but 
it was agreed in principle that the parish Council would contribute towards the costs. Cllr. Lowe is to 
notify the Chairman of the dates of forthcoming meetings of the Committee. Action: BL 
 
 
 
18/046 Pocket Park 
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There had been no further progress on the lease possibly due to staff changes at Savills. An invoice 
had been received from Savills for a holding rent pending the adoption of the new lease. 
Western Power Distribution had carried out some tree pruning to give clearance to overhead cables at 
no cost to the Parish Council. 
18/047 Highways 
Largely covered under item 18/040. There is continuing concern over the state of the roads. 
It was reported that the boundary hedge at the left hand bend (leaving Aldwincle) in Lowick Lane had 
overgrown the carriageway and narrowed its width at the corner. The road was also collapsing on the 
left hand side along the boundary with the Nature Reserve car park.The Clerk said he would contact 
Northamptonshire Highways. Action: Clerk 
18/048 Street Lighting 
There did not appear to be any issues with the street light system. Following a recent e-mail from 
Nassington Parish Council, a change to LEDs was discussed and although this would bring about 
significant savings on energy and maintenance the capital costs would be high. Cllr. Penney is to 
contact E.ON for advice on the viability of replacing existing units with LEDs as the old units fail together 
with approximate costs. Action: BP 
18/049 Vehicle Activated Sign 
As discussed earlier, the costs are too high although sharing with another council may be a possibility. 
It was felt that the provision of yellow backed 30 mph signs may help and in view of NCC’s current 
financial situation, the Clerk will seek a quote from Sarah Barnwell for these together with costs of a 
village “gateway”. Action: Clerk 
18/050 General Data Protection Regulations 
The Clerk gave an update of progress to councillors. The offer by NCALC to offer a Data Protection 
Officer Service was welcomed. The Clerk would be attending a NCALC course on the GDPRs later this 
month. 
18/051 To Consider Correspondence Received 
As per circulated list. 
18/052 Planning 
a) Councillors considered 18/00624/FUL and there were no objections. Action: Clerk 

b) The following application had been considered since the last meeting: 18/00475/LBC and 

 there were no objections. 
c) The Multi Use Games Area for Trinity C of E School had been granted approval. 
18/053 Finance 

(i) The Clerk presented the monthly statement of accounts. There had been no receipts since the 
last meeting. The yearend closing balance, subject to confirmation on receipt of the bank 
statement, is £12,587.48  

(ii) The budget monitoring report to 31.03.18 had been circulated to councillors and was 
considered.  

(iii) The following invoices were approved for payment, proposed by Cllr. Lawrence and seconded 
by Cllr. Strode-Willis: 
Came & Company £833.36 Cheque No. 100709 
Anglian Water Business Ltd £10.92 Cheque No.100710 

 E.ON Street light maint. £52.74 Cheque No. 100711 
 Society of Merchant Venturers £10.00 Cheque No. 100712 
 Northants CALC £236.06 Cheque No. 100713 
 E.ON Street light energy £206.84 Cheque No. 100715 

(iv) E.ON had advised of an energy price increase of approximately 13.65% from 09.04.18. 
18/054 Items Requiring Urgent Attention, For Information or For the Next Agenda 
NCC Cllr. Mrs Brackenbury was proposing to convene a meeting of parish councils interested in 
supporting the Call Connect service when NCC withdraws its support in July. 
18/055 Date of next meeting. 
Monday 21st May 2018 commencing at 7:00pm in the Village Hall with the Annual Parish Meeting. This 
would be followed by the AGM and the Ordinary Meeting. 
 
There being no further urgent business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:55pm. 

 


