WESSEX VEHICLE
PRESERVATION CLUB
FOUNDED 1971

www.wvpc.org.uk

‘WESSEX WAYS’ NOVEMBER 2017
VEHICLE OF THE MONTH

An AC Cobra from 1964. Like so many good car designs, the Cobra originated in England as the attractive AC Ace, which was
fitted with a 2.0 litre Bristol and later a 2.6 litre Zephyr engine. In 1962, at the request of Carol Shelby, AC designed a modified
Ace to accept a 3.6 litre American Ford V8 engine. After testing in America, it was subsequently fitted with 4.3 or 4.7 litre
engines. Production of the original AC Cobra covered 1962-63 for the Mark I, 1963-65 for the Mark II, and 1965-67 for the
Mark III, for which a 7.0 litre engine was available. Power available as standard was from 260 to 425bhp, with quoted top speeds
of 138 to 165mph, depending on the engine size. Subsequent modifications, copies, and ‘fake’ Cobras have abounded ever since
the originals were produced, many regrettably with garish stainless steel side exhausts and paintwork. However, as a goodlooking, powerful and extremely competitive sports car, the original models from the 1960’s are considered above criticism.

An AC Cobra competing at Goodwood.

A 1959 AC Ace.
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Hi everyone,
Well the time has come for me to do my final chatter piece. I have been struggling for the last 5 years to find
something to gibber on about each month, and it’s not been easy but I have enjoyed it! I sometimes think that
some of the comments that have passed between me and our esteemed editor would make a good read, so I
will take this chance to thank Chris for all the corrections that he has no doubt had to make to all this rubbish I
write.
I must also thank all of you for reading this twaddle, that is of course is if you have been reading it! To those of
you who have asked what will happen to the club when I give up the chairmanship, and who are concerned
about the future, I can assure you that the club will continue to carry on.
Well for the last time you all drive and ride with care.

Doug.

FUTURE EVENTS
Hi Everyone,
Although no longer officially your chairman, I with others have taken the liberty of arranging a few future
events, some that are normally on the list, and a couple that are extras. If you know about them early then
there is more of a chance of you supporting them!
First, you will see the order form for the Baked Potato Night at the back of the newsletter, so could you please
fill out the form and get it back to me as soon as possible.
Next is the Christmas Dinner - if you would like to come along then I have all the menus and the bits you need
to apply, so again come and see me, or pick up details at the club.
Now we move on to a new event on the calendar: as you know, the only New Year’s Day event at present is the
one on the Bournemouth Promenade; so this is good news for anyone who would fancy a change as there will
now be an informal gathering of classic cars and bikes we hope at the Holme Bush Public House. All details will
be published in plenty of time.
The last event is of course the Holly Run: now as you know, we have tried numerous start and finish points for
this event, so this time it will start and finish at the Holme Bush pub. This makes it easier for you all to enjoy a
tea or coffee before you start as this will be included in the price of the lunch time meal. I am really pleased
with the deal that the landlady has done for us, so as always your support is needed. If you have any questions
then come and see me.
Doug.

FBHVC NEWS - THE JABBEKE TRIUMPH by BILL PIGGOTT
MVC 575 is a significant registration number to Triumph TR enthusiasts, as it is the plate carried by what is arguably
the most important TR in existence; indeed, one could call it the most significant of all Triumphs. It is the car that
effectively launched the whole TR series from TR2 to TR7/8. This run of over 300,000 cars, the great majority
of which were exported, kept the Triumph name going as a sporting force for around 30 years from 1952 to 1981,
and a good percentage of these cars are running still, much cherished by their owners.
MVC 575 was the second of the prototype TR2s, built at Triumph’s Coventry plant in the 1952/3 winter. It is believed
that the basis of this particular car was the uncompleted second of the two 20TS cars, the first of which was shown
at the 1952 Earls Court Motor Show. When this new sports model was unfavourably reviewed by the press and also
condemned by Triumph’s consultant, ex-BRM man Ken Richardson, Standard Triumph boss Sir John Black ordered
a rapid and complete re-design of the 20TS, the end result being the two TR2 prototypes, MWK 950 and MVC 575.
MWK 950 was the first actually to take the road, being registered to the company on 31 January 1953, MVC 575
following a few weeks later in March. It was also the car that appeared at the Geneva Motor Show that same month,
thus becoming the first of the TR2s actually to appear in a public forum.
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However, the event that set MVC 575 on the road to fame did not occur until May 1953, when it was selected to
be the car used for an attempt to beat 120 mph, a huge velocity for a ‘production’ car in those days. Sir John Black
had been goaded into this by the success in March of the new Sunbeam Alpine, in somewhat modified form, in
achieving that speed. He felt his new sports car should be able to do even better, and Richardson agreed with him;
unsurprising for Richardson had already achieved 120 mph in the car in very early morning road tests on straight
public highways in the north Oxfordshire countryside. During those weeks between the Geneva show and the record
attempt Richardson and his small team had been experimenting with the car, refining the tuning settings, balancing
the engine and polishing it internally to extract the maximum bhp out of the motor whilst still retaining the engine in
the form in which it was intended to be sold to the public. Also added was a measure of streamlining in the form of
rear wheel covers, an aeroscreen, an undershield and a metal tonneau cover which was attached leaving just enough
space for the driver to both enter the car and see out once in there. These items too were able to qualify as
‘production’ parts, for it was intended to offer them to the public as extras once the TR2 was on sale - indeed, a
number of such items did actually reach early purchasers of the cars.
There was nowhere in the UK at that time with a long enough piece of straight highway to allow an official record
attempt, plus it would in any event have been impossible to obtain a road closure order to facilitate such an
escapade. As a result the TR was taken to Belgium where the authorities were more relaxed and where the new
Ostend-Brussels motorway had recently been finished. One carriageway of this was closed near the town of Jabbeke
and official timing equipment and timekeepers were provided by the Belgian Automobile Club. Standard-Triumph’s
publicity department was in full swing and a corps of pressmen plus company top executives including Sir John
himself gathered in Belgium on the 19 May 1953, in readiness for a record attempt to take place in the still early
morning air of the 20th. Richardson himself was to be the driver, sensible as he had plenty of high speed experience,
knew the car well and was also small and lightweight in stature. In fact, as he told the writer many years later in an
interview, he was sitting on a cushion on the floor of the car with his head just high enough to see over the scuttle,
thereby minimising any wind resistance and frontal area!

The car was going really well on the first run, but on the return trip (records were measured as an average of a two
way run) it suddenly went down on power, leading to a very disappointing overall figure of 104mph. However, it was
soon found that a plug lead had merely come adrift, once replaced the second two-way run produced the amazing
record taking figure of just over 125mph, quite something for a two litre car that would soon be on sale for a basic
pre-tax price of just £555! The car was quickly stripped of most of its streamlining aids and a convention full
windscreen and hood was added, in effect converting it from racing to touring trim. In this form it achieved the two
way speed of 112mph - highly creditable indeed. In all the day was an emphatic demonstration of the potential
of the new sports model, and the press were suitably impressed - not only the motoring press, but also the main
daily press. Here was proof that Britain could build a car to rival anything made abroad, and at a budget price.
After the Jabbeke runs, MVC 575 became Richardson’s own company car, still in effect being a development vehicle
for improvements for the production TR2s, building of which was to start in late July 1953. It was also toured round
various dealerships and motorsports venues that summer, generating interest in the model among the motorsport
fraternity. By the end of 1953 it had become a company hack, although still being Richardson’s personal transport,
indeed Ken’s son Paul recalls being taken to school in it during this period!
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Finally, and after a factory overhaul, it was sold off in early 1956 to a private buyer, one John Hedger, who ran it for
the next 14 years until it was both rusty and pretty well worn out. Indeed, had it not been for its illustrious history, it
would have been scrapped. Instead it was sold for 10 quid to Graham Hallett, who got it back running again and had
long term plans to restore it to its Jabbeke record trim. Hallett used the car for around a year in its run down state,
but he dismantled it for the long promised rebuild. As is so often the case, he never got round to this, selling it still
dismantled some years later to a reclusive collector of historic Triumphs based in west London.
This man preserved it and acquired many parts to assist with its eventual rebuild, but again the rebuild never
happened in his 35 year ownership. Finally, in 2015, he decided that it needed to go to someone with the skill,
facilities and knowledge to do the preservation and rebuild correctly, and so the car was sold to Glen Hewett of
Protek Engineering in Oxfordshire, whose company had been restoring TRs of all sorts since the early 1980s. Finally
able, after a struggle, to get all the parts for the build together, Glen took just under a year to create the superbly
rebuilt MVC 575, and preserving every possible piece of the original, looking just as it must have done on that May
day in 1953 - a tribute to his workmanship and tenacity.

The main body parts were assembled before restoration in
order to judge the scale of the work required .

The car was nicknamed ‘Lacy’ as the metal was very thin in
places – this shows what remained of the scuttle.

This chassis design was only used on the very first few The engine bay paint colour is rather unexpected but painstaking
TRs.
Research was done to ensure accuracy.
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One highlight of the project was the invitation from the chairman of the RAC to display the car in the Rotunda at Pall
Mall clubhouse. The entry and exit of the car to the building was an interesting experience as can be seen below:-

To celebrate the anniversary of the record breaking run the car made the trip to Jabbeke in Belgium where it was
welcomed by Belgian Triumph clubs, whose members flocked to see it. A civic reception was held in the Jabbeke
Sports Centre for the car and its owner, local enthusiasts, plus around 30 members of the UK TR Register who
accompanied it - but sadly the actual piece of road where history was made could not be driven upon any longer.
Once again after 45 years hidden away this most historic of Triumphs is around for all to see and for the deserving
owner to enjoy driving.

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman - Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Val Baker.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com and alpinecruising@gmail.com
Motorcycle Section - Ian Campbell - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Committee members - Colin Baker, Peter Allen, Christine Fletcher.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
November 16th – Bikes at Bloxworth.
December 12th – Cars at Cobhams – Baked potato night.
December 16th – Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth Club.
December 21st – Bikes at Bloxworth.
January 7th 2018 – Holly Run.

One of the classic motoring murals from the old Sentinel Works at Shrewsbury, now displayed by Morrisons who re-developed the site.
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